
1. Do current wildfire conditions on federal lands within your county pose a significant threat 
to: 
_____ Public Health and Safety ____Public Property _____ Private Property 
 
All three apply.  We have a large county with a variety of fuel conditions present and the ‘fire conditions’ 
depend on seasonal moisture, mitigation efforts, and effective land management.  The absence of any of 
the three increases the threat to health and safety, public property, and private property in Lewis and 
Clark County. 
 
A wildfire is a threat once it is ignited.  It is possible to observe extreme forest fuel conditions in virtually 

every part of our County, which poses a fuel hazard threat that needs to be mitigated.  We have several 

communities in the Wildland Urban Interface with extreme forest fuel conditions, which increase the 

threat.  The arguments as to how our forested lands got to this current sad state aside, the factual threat 

to public health and safety are real.  The threat is real from a direct fire encroachment, real from the air 

quality loss, real from an almost annual ritual of citizens wondering if this is the fire season that we lose 

property and potential life because of it.    

Many of our communities are on the federal “communities at risk list” as it pertains to wildland fire.  Yet 

getting federal land managers to mitigate the hazard on their land is a very slow process.  This has been 

proven time and again over the past decade, while the fuel hazard continues to grow worse.        

2. Do you believe fire hazard on federally managed lands should be reduced to protect 
public health and safety within your county? 
___X__ Yes _____ No _____ Unsure 
 
3. Regarding the water supply your citizens use, does current federal land management of 
watersheds: 
____ Optimize water yield ____ Diminish water yield ____ Have no impact 
Poor land management results in unhealthy watersheds which result in higher downstream yields, which 
may result in a larger capture of water in reservoirs to the benefit of downstream users or 
recreationalists.   
 
4. How important is it for people of your county to have motorized access to public lands for 
sustenance activities such as gathering wood, picking berries, harvesting wild game, etc.? 
__X__Very Important ____Not Important ____Unsure 
We work to ensure and protect public access to public lands. 
 
 
5. Is there an adequate supply of motorized roads on federal lands in your county to 
accommodate emergency ingress/egress, facility maintenance, public access, and resource 
management? 
_X___ Yes ____ No ____ Unsure 
 
6. Regarding multiple-use recreational access routes on federal lands, does your county 
desire: 
____ Increased Multi-Use Access ____ Reduced Multi-Use Access  ___X__ Keep 

Access As Is 
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY: (Attach explanation for each response as needed) 
7. Do you believe current fuel loads on any of the federal lands within your county could 
result in severe, uncontrollable, or catastrophic wildfires? (If so, provide geographic location in 
attachment) 
__X__ Yes ____ No _____ Unsure 
Unionville area is particularly bad and prone to fires.  This is especially true in light of our mitigation work 
with private landowners because the Forest Service was unable to participate in any meaningful 
mitigation work to enhance the fuel reduction implemented by private landowners.  The 10 mile 
drainage is in dire need of fuel reduction/mitigation, and is the primary source of water for the City of 
Helena.  In most of the areas of population concentration in Lewis and Clark County, the fuel loads 
immediately adjacent to private property is in a dangerous condition (Helena, Lincoln, York, Unionville, 
Marysville, Wolf Creek, Canyon Ferry are all examples of areas with population centers at risk due to high 
fuel loads). 
 
8. Is a high intensity wildfire on federal lands likely to cause a loss of important fish & 
wildlife habitat or harm Threatened or Endangered Species in your county (e.g. grizzly bears, 
lynx, sage grouse, black-footed ferret, bull trout)? 
__X___ Yes _____ No _____Unsure 
This is also location dependent. 
 
9. Are environmental threats such as noxious weeds and bark beetle adequately controlled 
on federal lands within your county? 
_____ Yes ___X__ No _____ Unsure 
The Forest Service in particular has inadequate resources to address the problems County-wide.  What 
we end up with is a mosaic of control efforts and unmitigated problems. 
 
10. Does the air quality in your county fall below acceptable health standards due to smoke 
originating from fires on federally managed lands? 
___X__ Yes _____ No _____ Unsure 
 
Much of Lewis and Clark County is federally managed lands, most of that land being timbered.  Smoke 

from fires is commonly experienced by our residents. In Lewis and Clark County, about 1/3 of the 

population is considered sensitive to air pollution and includes children under 18, people over the age of 

65, those with chronic respiratory disease like asthma or COPD and persons with cardiac conditions. 

 In some cases the smoke is very heavy.  From where does this smoke originate?  Lewis and Clark County 

residents could be inhaling smoke from fires in Idaho, Washington, even Canada; from anywhere the 

winds blow.  Does it affect our residents?  Certainly, picnics and outdoor events have been canceled. 

During the early school year, students sometimes need to stay inside for recess. For our senior residents, 

or those suffering with asthma, effects can be severe.   

Smoke can be from close by (we have 3 wilderness areas with their “let it burn” policy in place) or from 

far away.  Certainly the Helena valley is subject to inversions, intensifying the effects of the smoke.  The 

effect of excessive smoke does not discriminate based on its origin.  It’s a hazard, plain and simple. 
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ECONOMIC PRODUCTIVITY AND SUSTAINABILITY: (Attach explanation for each response as 
needed) 
11. Is the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT revenues) your county derives from federally 
managed lands equivalent to the amount that actual land taxation of these lands would bring? 
_____ Yes __X___ No Please estimate PILT as a percentage of county budget. 
 
No.  It is difficult to place a taxable value on the federal lands in the County or the value that those lands 
privately owned would produce. Lewis and Clark County has 1,081,937 acres of federal land within it’s 
borders. The County receives $2,184,611(FY2013) in PILT payments for federally owned land or $2.02 per 
acre. This accounts for 3.2% of the County budgeted revenue for FY14.  General County property taxes on 
all other property in the County is $20 million or 29% of total budgeted revenue. Federally owned land 
comprises 51% of the total acres in the County. 
 
12. Is the amount your county derives from the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) funds equivalent to 
the amount that your county could derive from responsible harvest or extraction of natural 
resources? 
_____ Yes ___X__ No Please estimate SRS as a percentage of county budget. 
 
SRS money received is more than the amount of revenue our county could derive from harvest or 
extraction of natural resources given the current political and economic conditions. 
 
13. Is the economic productivity and number of related private sector jobs commensurate with 
the resource production capacity of the federally managed lands within your county? 
_____ Yes _____ No ___X__ Unsure 
Multiple jobs exist in our County that are directly or indirectly related to the federally managed lands 
within our county.  We have no reliable way of tracking the economic benefit derived from professional 
or recreational use of the public lands – from tourism, guided hunting trips, fishing and recreation on our 
waterways, or quality of life indicators that bring people to our area for other jobs, not to mention the 
extractive industry capabilities of the federally managed land. 
  
14. Are federal policies for Threatened or Endangered Species adversely impacting private 
land owners, businesses, industries, or citizens within your county? 
_____ Yes _____ No ___X__ Unsure 
 
15. Has federal land management resulted in adverse impacts to your county's economy? 
_____ Yes _____ No __X___ Unsure 
 
16. Do you believe changes in federal land management are necessary to increases your 
county's economy, employment opportunities, or tax base? 
_____ Yes _____ No __X___ Unsure 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH STATE AND LOCAL OBJECTIVES: (Attach explanation for each response 
as needed) 
17. Are federal land management actions consistent with your county's objectives? 
__X__ Yes __X__ No _____ Unsure 
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Federal Land Management actions in Lewis and Clark County are very site-specific and in some cases do 

meet county objectives and in others they do not. 

18. Would your county like state assistance incorporating local government objectives into 
federal land management actions? 
____ Yes ____ No _____ Unsure 
 
We don’t need the State to provide intermediary services in negotiating with our Federal partners.  
Relationships developed between local government and the Federal Agencies work much better than a 
reliance on the State of Montana to act on our behalf. 
 
OWNERSHIP AND JURISDICTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 
19. Has your county experienced conflicts with federal ownership or jurisdictional 
responsibilities? 
__X___ Yes _____ No (Please attach detailed description of conflicts) 
Rimini Wastewater Treatment Facility (un-permitted encroachment on the part of EPA on Forest Service 
land) for the ‘benefit’ of County residents is one example of conflict.  Illegal but historical burial of Lincoln 
residents on Forest Service land is another example of conflict.  Noxious weed control, fuel mitigation 
projects, elk cover habitat requirements, road maintenance, fuel reduction projects with yet-to-be-
cleaned up slash piles are all examples of conflict.  We negotiate in good faith with our Federal partners 
to resolve conflicts in the best interest of our citizens, and have worked hard to develop successful 
professional relationships with our Federal agencies.   
 
20. How much influence do you believe special interests have on the ability of federal 
agencies to develop and implement effective land and resource management plans on federal 
lands in your county? 
_____ None _____Moderate (please explain) ___X__Significant (please explain) 
On one hand, we recognize and understand the problem of repetitive lawsuit and injunction actions on 
the part of special interest groups to stop federal agencies from pro-actively managing their lands.  On 
the other hand, the result of inaction has led to poor land management in some areas, which cause 
concern for our constituents.  While we don’t blame the federal agencies for the process, they are 
ultimately responsible for the end result.  As such, we try to partner with them in any way we can to 
address specific issues (road maintenance, noxious weed controls, fuel mitigation projects) while 
encouraging them to  be more proactive in their management of public lands. 
 
21. On a separate sheet, please describe your county's most significant concerns with federal 
land management, including current and past relations and communications with federal agencies 
and other relevant factors you believe legislators should be aware of, and provide any ideas 
that may help reduce risks or resolve concerns. 
 
As stated above, the cooperation of our Federal partners is important, and is something we believe both 
sides need to continue to work on.  Wildfire fuel mitigation likely ranks as the top priority across the 
board, but the impacts of federal land management decisions have long reaching and lasting impacts.  If 
local communities are not interested in working cooperatively with their federal partners, and instead 
choose to blame the bureaucracy, special interest groups, or a specific agency for every decision (or lack 
of action), it is the local residents who suffer the consequences.  As elected representatives of Lewis and 
Clark County, we have a responsibility to try to address the concerns of our constituents, and that 
requires developing a cooperative relationship with our Federal partners.   
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