
MONTANA JUDICIAL BRANCH
Standlng Master overvlew

D Standing Masters:
o Judi to hear matters in place of a DistrictCou d in statute (see below). lt i; - -'

diffe
and appointed on a case_by_case basis

o standing masters usuafly hear domestic rerations cases but can also
manage preriminary work in chird abuse and negrect and criminar rnrtt"rr.o Standing masters are located in:. 2.0 FTE in the 4th Judicial Districta 1. nd lgth Judicial Districts. 1 d 22nd Judicial Districts (new)

. The wo? 
"rrtij:"P,"rmined that standino

masters count as .5 FTE judiciar resource in the workroad study. Tie
decision is based on the significant rimitation in the type of cases reflrred
to a standing master.

A 3-5-1.24, Standing masters -- reference -- powers. (1) A reference to a
standing master must be made at the judge's discretion or by standing order of
the district court.

the standing master may specify or limit the
direct the standing master to present findings
particular issues. Subject to the

resurate ar proceedinss in every n"j?'l!"o3to# fl"".:Jj,loi'lnn,Tff,t"T;l;
implement measures necessary for the efficient performance of the standing
master's duties under the order.

(b) The standing master may:
(i) require the production of evidence upon ail matters embraced in the

reference, including the production of a[ books, papers, vouchers, documents,
and writings that are applicable;

(ii) rule upon the admissibility of evidence unless otherwise directed by the
order of reference;

(iii) put witnesses on oath and examine them;
(iv) call the parties to the action and examine them on oath; and

. (v) issue temporary orders.that are subject to review by the district court, upon
objection by a party to the action.

(c) The standing master shall make a record of the evidence offered and
excluded in the same manner and subject to the same limitations as provided in
the Montana Rules of Evidence for a court sitting without a jury. Audio and;id;o
recordings are acceptable means of record so long as a master recording is
properly preserved and can be transcribed for district court and appellatireview.



MONTANA JUD:CIAL BRANCH
Proposal Recommendation Hiqhliqhts

um

O NewJudges'Package
o Two judges in the 13th Judicial District (yellowstone County _ one

appointed in January 2018; other elected to take office in january 2019)o One judge in the 4'n Judicial District (Missoula/Mineral Counties _

appointed in January 2018)
o One judge each in the 8th and .1 

1th Judicial Districts (Cascade and
Flathead Counties elected to take office in January 2019)o one standing master in the lstJudicial District with .s Juoicial Assistant
(Lewis and Clark/Broadwater Counties - start date July 2017). Each judge would receive the full staff (JA, Law Clerk and Court

Reporter), funding for furniture and equipment, courtroom
furnishings, court reporter equipment and audio/video

FY18 FY19 Biennium
D:STRiCT COuRT

New」 udges&Staff 5 5 FTE 631,4710o 15 5 FTE 1′ 676,45500 2,307′ 92600


