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According to the 2009 State Biennial Report for Information Technology, the State will need 
to replace nearly 7,000 computers in the next four years. These computers could potentially 
contain sensitive or personal information. 

 
Context 
The Montana Constitution identifies the right of 
individual privacy and prohibits violating the privacy 
without a “compelling state interest”.  Through statute 
and policy, the State is required to protect individual 
privacy and the privacy of the information contained 
within Information Technology (IT) systems.   
 
We selected hard drives from computers disposed of 
by state agencies and used specialized software to 
examine the hard drives for data files and software.  
Our purpose was to determine if all data and software 
had been successfully removed prior to disposal. 

Results 
We concluded the hard drives in computers we 
examined had all data and software removed in 
compliance with state disposal of computers policy.  
As a result, we made no recommendations to the 
department. 

 

 

Recommendation Concurrence 

Concur 0 

Partially Concur 0 

Do Not Concur 0 

Source: Agency audit response included in final report. 
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