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The Judicial Branch’s main operations consist of the Supreme Court and 
district courts. The branch expended total General Fund resources of 
approximately $47 million and $39 million in fiscal years 2016 and 2015, 
respectively. We found the Judicial Branch can improve the timeliness of 
attorney license tax deposits as well as compliance with related contracting 
law and procurement rules. 

Context
The judicial power of the state is vested in the 
Supreme Court; district courts in the 22 judicial 
districts; the Workers’ Compensation Court; 
the Water Court; courts of limited jurisdiction; 
and any other courts established by law. 
Judicial Branch (branch) operations include the 
Supreme Court, Clerk of the Supreme Court, 
the Water Court, district courts, the State Law 
Library, and the computer technology of all 
courts, including those of limited jurisdiction. 

Branch activities include district court 
expenses for district court judges, staff, and 
youth probation officers; the Supreme Court’s 
Justices, Court Administrator’s Office, and 
Clerk of the Supreme Court; the Law Library; 
and Water Courts. The branch is overseen by 
the Supreme Court and administered by the 
Court Administrator’s Office. District courts’ 
jurisdiction includes criminal, tort, contract, 
and property rights as well as domestic 
relations, mental health, estate, civil appeals, 
and other miscellaneous civil cases. The water 
courts’ activities are limited to adjudication of 
existing water rights. The Law Library provides 
reference services to the public.

One area we examined during the audit was 
Benefits and Claims to Individuals. Benefits 
and Claims expenditures are expenditures that 
benefit clients in drug treatment courts with 

Readers can rely on the amounts reported on 
the financial schedules of the branch.

This report contains one recommendation 
to the branch. It involves timely depositing 
of attorney license tax as well as related  
contracting law and procurement rules. 

(continued on back)

items such as incentives, medical services, and 
transportation. Benefits and Claims related 
to Drug Treatment Courts are found in both 
the Supreme Court program and District 
Court program depending on the type of 
funding for the court. Expenditures related 
to the placement of juveniles are also recorded 
as Benefits and Claims to Individuals. The 
branch implemented statutory changes related 
to Juvenile Placement funds as described in 
Note 4.

The branch spent approximately $200,000 
and $600,000 in fiscal years 2016 and 2015, 
respectively, from the Capital Project Fund for 
long range information technology projects. 
At June 30, 2016, approximately $1.2 million 
in fund equity remained from resources 
appropriated for these projects in prior fiscal 
years.

Results



For a complete copy of the report (16-27) or for further information, contact the 
Legislative Audit Division at 406-444-3122; e-mail to lad@mt.gov; or check the web site at 

http://leg.mt.gov/audit
Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse to the Legislative Auditor’s FRAUD HOTLINE

Call toll-free 1-800-222-4446, or e-mail ladhotline@mt.gov.

Recommendation Concurrence

Concur 1

Partially Concur 0

Do Not Concur 0

Source: Agency audit response included in 
final report.


