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While monitoring the Department of
Livestock, the EAIC learned of a budget
shortfall of more than $600,000 in fiscal
year 2012 for the Board of Horseracing,

which is a board administratively
attached to the Department of Livestock.
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The EAIC chose at its final 2011-2012
interim meeting to sponsor three

committee bills.
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The EAIC recommended that all
licensing boards reviewed in the
2011-2012 interim be retained.



Table 1: HB 525 Reviews of Licensing Boards Reviewed 2011-2012 (alphabetical order)

Licensing Board Review Date Actions

Chiropractors Aug. 24, 2011 • Voted to continue board as is

Dentistry Aug. 23, 2011

Jan. 20, 2012

• Requested to review again in January
2012 with proposal to split boards 

• Endorsed committees of denturists/dental
hygienists. Urged board to resolve
problems among practitioners. Voted to
continue board as is.

Electrical April 20, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Professional Engineers and
Professional Land Surveyors

April 20, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Funeral Service Oct. 6, 2011
Jan. 20, 2012

• Decision postponed to January 2012
• Voted to continue board as is

Hearing Aid Dispensers Oct. 5, 2011
April 20, 2012
Sept. 11, 2012

• Decision postponed to April 2012
• Voted in April to continue board as is
• Update of discussions between Board

staff and Dept. of Justice regarding
consumer protection, prosecutions

Medical Examiners Oct. 6, 2011
June 12, 2012

• Voted to continue board as is
• Review of licensing procedures

Nursing Jan. 20, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Nursing Home Administrators Oct. 6, 2011 • Voted to continue board as is

Optometry Jan. 20, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Outfitters Jan. 19, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Pharmacy Aug. 23, 2011 • Voted to continue board as is

Plumbers April 20, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Psychologists June 12, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Public Accountants Jan. 19, 2012 • Voted to continue board as is

Veterinary Medicine Aug. 24, 2011 • Voted to continue board as is
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Near the end of calendar year 2011 the
Department of Livestock discovered that

the Board of Horseracing, a seven-member
board administratively attached to the

department, had run into financial troubles.



Table 2: Board of Horseracing Revenues, Expenditures, Cash, Annual Balance

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012

Revenues $86,538 $182,848 $460,924 $494,092 $368,105 $882,101 $236,155

Expenditures $158,790 $150,994 $399,841 $582,630 $429,852 $905,526 $461,138

Cash on hand $332,578 $219,166 $26,144 $242,197 $29,219 -$29,135 -$270,704

Annual Balance* $260,326 $251,020 $336,074 $153,659 -$32,528 -$52,560 -$495,687
*The annual balance is not the same as the over-time fund balance. The fund balance remained positive
until going negative in 2011.

- -
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Table 3: Board of Horseracing Operations Revenues, Annual Loan Payment, 2012

Annual amount (approximately) Amount for Loan

Operations Revenues (Fund 02029) $97,970 - $104,970 $62,842.70

• Advanced Deposit Wagering $55,000 - $60,000

• Fantasy Sports $35,000 to $37,000

• Licenses (for Miles City races) $7,970 --

Simulcast Revenues (Fund 02063) $61,612 (as of 12/4/12) --
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The income streams from simulcast
operations reportedly improved in 2012,
after a new contractor took over from the
Board of Horseracing and a new board

chairman began to provide more structured
accountability.
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If a volunteer firefighter were to be injured
and not have workers' compensation

coverage, then the agreement might cause
problems for both the counties and the
DNRC, which loaned out the firefighting

equipment under the agreement.
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The purpose of the bonds is to provide
protection for the initial producer who may

not get full payment from a commodity
dealer or warehouse operator pending
final sale to a distributor or endstream

user of the commodity.
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During this interim, the EAIC heard from
members of 8 statutory advisory
councils and either reviewed 15

statutorily required reports or heard from
those representatives responsible for

compiling the reports.
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June 3, 2011 - Organizational Meeting

Subject Handouts

Topics
Covered

• Reviewed work plan for committee
• Comments on HJR 33 work plan
• HB 525

• Update on health insurance exchange

• Montana State Fund rate presentation

• EAIC draft work plan
• HJR 33 study plan, state statistics
• HB 525 study plan, budget briefing paper,

board budgets, Business Standard Division
review

• State Auditor's Office information on health
insurance exchange

• HB 334 impacts, including Montana State
Fund workers' compensation rate impact

Aug. 23-24, 2011

Agency
Monitored

• Department of Livestock - Brucellosis
update

• Department of Agriculture updates

• Board of Livestock information on changes to
designated surveillance area for brucellosis

HB 142
Reviews

• Biennial Noxious Weed Report, FY 2008-
2009



Subject Handouts

Licensing
Boards
Reviewed

• Board of Pharmacy (Aug. 23)

• Board of Dentistry (Aug. 23)

• Board of Chiropractors (Aug. 24)
• Board of Veterinary Medicine

(Aug. 24)

• Letter from Mike Bertagnolli for Board of
Pharmacy responding to EAIC questionnaire

• Board of Pharmacy survey responses

• Response by Board of Dentistry to
questionnaire (Dr. Chamberlain and Dr.
Johnston)

• Letters  from:
--Montana Dental Hygienists Association 8-23-11
--Lorrie Merrick, dental hygienist 8-23-11
--Dr. Rob Neill, Montana Dental Association
--Allen Casteel, Denturist Association of Montana
• EAIC questionnaire for HB 525 survey

Other
Topics
Covered

• HJR 33 Health Insurance Exchange -
presentation by Marguerite Salazar of
Denver regional DHHS office and
phone discussion with CCIIO
representatives 

• HJR 33 panel discussion on Medicaid
and impacts of health reform on tribal
health

• SJR 15 commodity bonding panel
• Overview of eminent domain activities

• Memo to Center for Consumer Information
and Oversight, DHHS, from Economic Affairs
Committee regarding health insurance
exchange

• Response from CCIIO to EAIC letter 8-18-11
• Public Knowledge diagram of exchange

eligibility process

Oct. 5-6, 2011

Agency
Monitored

• Department of Labor and Industry
(Oct. 5) - overview

-- Workforce Services Division
-- Unemployment Insurance Division

-- Employment Relations Division updates
on workers' compensation changes 

• Governor's Office of Economic
Development (Oct. 5)

• Department of Commerce (Oct. 6)

• Department of Labor and Industry briefing
paper, report

• Workforce Services Division information on
jobs agenda + Job Service Office Map

• Unemployment Insurance Division
information on types of unemployment
insurance, fact sheets, the Unemployment
Insurance trust fund, reimbursement updates

• Background on Board of Personnel Appeals
• Information on the Small Business Credit

Initiative
• Department of Commerce briefing paper

HB 142
Reviews

• Board of Investments reports (Oct. 5)
• Tourism Advisory Council
• Economic Development Advisory

Council (Oct. 6)
• Montana Agricultural Development

Council (Oct. 6)

• Briefing papers on:
--Board of Investments + 2 reports, including one
on pension investments
--Tourism Advisory Council
--Economic Development Advisory Council +
report
--Agriculture Development Council + report



Subject Handouts

Licensing
Boards
Reviewed

• Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers 
(Oct. 5)

• Board of Nursing Home
Administrators (Oct. 5)

• Board of Funeral Service (Oct. 6)
• Board of Medical Examiners (Oct. 6)

• Background information on:
--Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers + survey
response
--Board of Nursing Home Administrators + survey
response
--Board of Medical Examiners + survey response
--Board of Funeral Service + survey response
and wrriten comments
--Public comment on licensing boards

Other
Topics
Covered

• Information from Insurance Exchange
discussions in Denver

• Information on Rail Services
Competition Council

• News release from State Auditor's Office on
insurance exchange stakeholder meetings

• Information from DHHS on state partnership
options

• Rail Service Competition Council briefing
paper

Jan. 19-20, 2012

Agency
Monitored

Department of Labor and Industry: - 
Employment Relations Division (including
panel discussion of work safety issues)
Department of Commerce - Montana
Facility Finance Authority

• Handout from Employment Relations Division

• Handout from Montana Facility Finance
Authority

HB 142
Reviews

• Montana Noxious Weed Management
Advisory Council

• Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free
Forage Advisory Council

• Organic Commodity Advisory Council

• Background on:
-- Noxious Weed Management Advisory Council
-- Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Advisory
Council
-- Organic Commodity Advisory Council
• State Agency and County Weed District

Biennial Noxious Weed Report, FY 2008-
2009

Licensing
Boards
Reviewed

• Board of Public Accountants (Jan. 19)
• Board of Outfitters  (Jan. 19)
• Board of Dentistry (revisited Jan. 20)
• Board of Funeral Services (revisited

Jan. 20)
• Board of Nursing
• Board of Optometry
• Unlicensed Practice and Restraint of

Trade Concerns about Licensing
Boards

• Background information on:
--Board of Public Accountants + survey response
--Board of Outfitters + survey response
--Board of Nursing + survey response
--Board of Optometry + survey response
• Letters from dentists, dental hygienists
• Complaint forwarded regarding Board of

Funeral Service
• Handouts on unlicensed practice concerns

from Deb Kimmet, Susan Good Giese

Other
Topics
Covered

• Workplace Safety
• Volunteer Firefighters' Workers'

Compensation Coverage
• Workers' Compensation Reforms from

the 2011 Session and Expectations

• Report on State Agency Workers'
Compensation premiums, use of credits,
charts

• Response from Montana State Fund, chart
• Briefing paper on volunteer firefighter

workers' compensation
• HB 334 review - response from Mike Marsh



Subject Handouts

April 20, 2012

Agency
Monitoring

State Auditor's Office • Background on State Auditor
• Leif Associates report to MT Exchange

Stakeholder Involvement Council, 2-24-2012
• State Auditor's Office report on Affordable

Care Act Update/Federally Facilitated
Exchange 2-24-2012

HB 142
Reviews

• Advisory Council on Continuing
Education for Insurance Licensees

• Advisory Council on Risk
Management Activities regarding
Malpractice Insurance

• John Bebee letter for Insurance CE Advisory
Council 4-20-2012

Licensing
Boards
Reviewed

• Further review of Board of Hearing
Aid Dispensers

• Electrical Board

• Board of Plumbers

• Board of Professional Engineers and
Professional Land Surveyors

• Review of Board of Medical
Examiners' application process

• Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers followup
• Electrical Board background
• Responses to HB 525 questionnaire from the

Electrical Board
• Board of Plumbers background
• Letter on plumbers board from Scott Lemert
• Letter on plumbers board from Pete Crow,

International Association of Plumbing &
Mechanical Officers 4-20-2012

• Board of Professional Engineers and
Professional Land Surveyors background

• Responses to HB 525 questionnaire from the
Board of Professional Engineers and
Professional Land Surveyors

• Montana Society of Engineers Letter 4-20-
2012

• Montana Association of Registered Land
Surveyors Letter 4-17-2012

• HB 525 draft outline
• Rep. Elsie Arntzen letter on Board of Medical

Examiners 4-20-2012

Other
Topics
Covered

• Review of Montana CO-OP Insurance
Health Plan

• Update on SJR 15 stakeholders'
meeting on agricultural liens

• Update on Board of Horseracing
• Building Code Bureau review
• Public Comment: Americans for

Prosperity

• Montana Health CO-OP, 4-17-12 report
• Board of Horseracing background
• Building Codes Program budget information
• Elevator Licensing Program budget

information
• Boiler Program budget information
• Americans for Prosperity testimony
• Americans for Prosperity petition/signatures 

June 11-12, 2012

Agency
Monitoring

• Department of Livestock - Board of
Horseracing update (June 11)

• Department of Livestock - Board of
Horseracing update 6-11-2012

HB 142
Reviews

• Update on HB 142 reports (June 11) • Bill draft to remove requirement for medical
malpractice advisory council, LCmalp



Subject Handouts

Licensing
Boards
Reviewed

• Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers
revisited - June 11

• Board of Psychologists - June 12 • Board of Psychologists background
• Board of Psychologists answers to EAIC

questions

Other
Topics
Covered

• Panel on access to primary care
(related to HJR 33 report) - June 11

• Discussion on rules vs. position
papers (related to HB 525 licensing
boards) June 11

• Overview of administrative attachment
(related to agency monitoring)
June 11

• Restraint of Trade Concerns/Unfair
Trade Practices - June 11

• State Auditor's review of Montana
State Fund financial compliance audit
- June 11

• Insurers' responses to Affordable
Care Act - June 11

• Presentation on presumptive disease
for firefighters

• Panel Discussion on medical provider
licensing concerns

• Committee review of medical
malpractice advisory council bill draft

• Data Challenges: Primary Care Workforce
• Physicians and Primary Care Physician

Workforce in Montana, county and practice
specific

• Montana Medical Association letter 6-10-12
(1)

• Montana Medical Association letter 6-11-12
(from Dr. Carter Beck)

• Montana Medical Association letter 6-10-12
(2)

• Tomorrow's Doctors for Montana
presentation

• Outline for HJR 33 report

• Statutes regarding administratively attached
agencies

• Montana Commissioner of Securities and
Insurance Actuarial Report on Montana State
Fund Reserves, 5-18-12

• Commissioner of Securities and Insurance
report on commercial insurers

• Testimony of Ray Kuntz regarding the
Montana Health CO-OP 6-11-12

• Robertson Baldwin latter, 2-17-11, on
firefighter presumptive diseases

• Information from Montana Professional Fire
Fighters and Fire Chiefs 

• NY Times article on 9/11 health fund and
cancer coverage

• HB 505 from 2011 session on presumptive
diseases

• Information from Dr. Gayatri Reddy on
firefighter presumptive disease

• Signatures of members of the Montana
Association of Medical Staff Services
regarding concerns about medical licensing
timeliness

• Response by Board of Medical Examiners to
questions from Economic Affairs Committee
on medical licensing concerns

• Board of Medical Examiners' physician
license application

• Benefis Hospital letter on medical licensing



Subject Handouts

Sept. 11, 2012

Agency
Monitoring

Review of Agency Bill Draft Requests
• Department of Agriculture - 2 requests
• Department of Livestock - 4 requests
• Department of Labor and Industry - 
• State Auditor's Office - 12 requests

• Dept. of Labor and Industry summary
• State Auditor's Office summary

HB 142
Reviews

• 14 reports provided. See handouts. • A tally of HB 142 reports and statutory
references.

• Separate reports on: the Livestock Loss
Program, the Noxious Weed Report, Wood
Products, Research and Commercialization,
Federal Land Management Reviews by the
Department of Commerce, Quality Schools
Grants, Veterans Home Loans with a fact
sheet, the Montana Heritage Preservation
Commission, the State Tribal Economic
Development Commission, data on
unemployment insurance for certain
employees, licensing boards, coal jobs, and
updates on the prescription drug registry and
the apprenticeship and training biennial
report.

Licensing
Boards
Reviewed

None in September 2012 but the Board of
Social Work Examiners and Professional
Counselors raised concerns and the EAIC
asked that these be further investigated
and reported on.

Staff provided a draft report on HB 525.

Other
Topics
Covered

• Staff provided a draft report on HJR
33.

• Montana State Fund provided a
report.

• Stakeholders in medical licensing
issues did followup reports.

• Stakeholders regarding elevator
licensing provided an update.

• Volunteer firefighter draft bills and
other committee bills.

• Update on presumptive disease for
firefighters.

• HJR 33 draft report

• Montana State Fund review of oversight and
other related matters.

• Drafts of LCvlfr, LCbnfi, LC brds, and LCmalp
• NCCI review of presumptive disease, email,

and cost report.



Meeting
Date

Topics Covered Handouts

March 23,
2012

• Review of Montana Structural
Fire Entities - Map

• Stakeholder Discussion of
Workers' Compensation
Coverage by Firefighting
Entities

• State map of legal entities that fight structure
fires

• Yellowstone County mill levies for firefighting
• Description of firefighting entities - Harold

Blattie
• Staff report on volunteer firefighting issues
• Paper on volunteer firefighters by the National

Council on Compensation Insurance (NCCI)
• Montana State Fund responses to questions
• DNRC Cooperative Equipment Agreement,

Contract, and Legal Memo

June 12,
2012

• Should work comp coverage
be mandatory for firefighters?

• Should emergency medical
technicians be included in bill?

• If a permissive levy is
proposed, what groups are to
be in or out of levy?

• Should there be a single
source of volunteer firefighter
work comp coverage?

• Bill draft options

Sept. 5,
2012

• How should premiums be
determined?

• What wage-loss benefits are to
be available, if any?

• Bill draft LCvlfr


