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Board of County Commissioners, Ravalli County Courthouse, Ham-ilton 
County Planning Board, Ravalli County Courthouse, Hamilton 
Mr. Frank Gessaman, R.S., Co. San., Courthouse, Hamilton 

~Environmental Quality Council, Helena 
Department of Fish and Game, Helena 
State Library, Helena 
Mr. Bent Laursen, Florence 
Mr. James Simpson, Florence 
Mr. Harry Theorod, Florence 

A NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
FOR THE 

LAURSEN SWINE OPERATION 

Pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act, the following 
negative declaration is prepared by the Department of Health and Environ­
mental Sciences concerning the Laursen Swine Operation and a request by 
Mr. Bent Laursen for a waste discharge permit for a proposed animal con­
fi nement faci 1 i ty south of Florence, r~ontana. 

The purpose of this negative declaration is to inform all interested 
governmenta 1 agenci es and pub 1 i c groups of the ~~ater Qual i ty Bureau's 
intent not to write an environmental impact statement. This declaration 
will be circulated for a period of ten days at which time a decision will 
be made as to whether or not a waste discharge permit should be issued. 
If you care to comment on this application for a permit, please do so 
within that allotted time. 

Messrs. Martin and Bent Laursen are currently in the process of 
constructing a total confinement swine operation which would have maximum 
annual capacity for approximately 1,200 pigs. This operation will be 
located in the NW~, NE~, Sec. 35, T. 10 N., R. 20 W., of Ravalli County. 
The approximate location of this facility is indicated on the attached 
map. 

The livestock associated with this animal confinement facility will 
be totally confined within buildings on the premises. The operation will 
consist of farrowing sows and feeding to market weight the pigs which are 
produced. The v/aste material which is produced within the building will 
be scraped daily into a pit located beneath the floor and running the 
entire length of each building. This waste material will then be periodi­
cally flushed to a retention pond located south of the animal confinement 
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facility. Storage capacity in this retention pond exceeds the minimum 
120 day storage requirement. The retention pond will be lined with clay 
to prevent percolation of this waste material into the groundwater. The 
waste control facility will be managed such that there is no direct dis­
charge of waste material to state waters. It may be necessary to 
periodically remove waste material from this facility and dispose of it 
on adjacent agricultural land. Provisions for such disposal are currently 
being made. 

Any animal confinement facility can have an effect on the environment. 
Adverse effects can, however, be minimized through implementation of a 
good waste management program. Odors around the animal confinement facil­
ity will be minimized through good housekeeping within the confinement 
buildings and if necessary, the addition of chemicals to the retention 
pond. Flies will be controlled through a routine baiting and trapping 
program. Dead animals will be disposed of by a local rendering service. 

Adherence to the waste management program which has been proposed 
should result in minimal adverse environmental effect on the area involved. 
The only alternative available to the applicant would be the selection of 
an alternate site. As long as this operation will not result in a dis­
charge of waste material to state waters and can be operated without 
creatino nuisance conditions for the surrounding environment, such relo­
cation does not seem justifiable. 
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