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A NEGATIVE DECLAPJ\TION 
FOR THE 

ROSS RANCH 

Pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act, the following 
negative declaration has been prepared for the Department of Health and 
Envi ronmenta 1 Sci ences concern'] ng the Ross Ranch and a request by 
Mr. James K. Ross for a waste discharge permit for this operation near 
Judith Gap, Montana. 

The purpose of this negative declaration is to inform all interested 
governmental agenci es and publ i c groups of the vJater Qual i ty Bureau I s 
intent not to write an environmental impact statement. This declaration 
will be circulated for a period of ten days at \\}hich time a decision \'Ji11 
be made as to whether or not a \'Jaste discharge permit should be issued. 
If you care to comnent on this application for a permit, please do so 
within that allotted time. 

Mr. James K. Ross currently operates a confined swine operation 
located in the NE14 , Sni, Sec. 20, T. 10 N., R. 18 E., of Wheatland County, 
The location of this operation is shown on the attached map. This opera­
ti 0:1 cun~entlY has capacity fo)' appY'oximately 2S0 pi 95 \'Jili ch are conf·l ned 
in open lot areas. Mr. Ross proposes to expand this operation through 
the constructi on of a total confi nement buil eli n9 whi ch \1oul d be used as 
a finishing unit. After such modification, this fadlity would have 
capacity fOi approximately 500 pi 9S. 

As previously indicated the majority of the pigs are fed in open 
lot areas. Waste material which accumulates on the feeding surface is 
peri odi Cd 11y l'emoved and di sposed of on adjaCent agri cultural 1 and. 
An area of approximately 15 acres is currently used for waste disposal. 
11aste material from the l"ivestock in the Pl'oposed conf'inement building 
would be contained in liquid manure pits located beneath the building. 
The waste material which accumulates within this pit would be periodi­
cally removed and disposed of on the same agricultural land. 
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Due to the relatively flat topograpl~ of the area, surface run6ff 
from the open lot portion of this an'irnal conf'inentent facility ~'iOlI'!d be 
prevented from reaching state waters. Like~'fise. with proper tilunagement, 
the disposal of the ~i1aste mdterial removed from the liquid manure pit 
should not result in the d~scharge of livestock waste to state waters. 

Flies around this animal confinement facility are controlled 
through a routine spraying program. Odors are minimized through fre­
quent removal of waste material to prevent excessive buildup. Dead 
animals will be disposed of through burning or burial at an acceptable 
1 oca ti on. 

Any animal confim~ment facility will have an effect on the surrounding 
environment, but adverse environmental effects can be minimized through 
adherence to a good waste management program. fhe \vaste control facil i­
ties and waste management program proposed in this application for a 
waste discharge permit should provide adeq'irtte protection to the environ­
ment. 

The only alternatives available to Mr. Ross would be relocation of 
the existing facilities 0,' maintain the facilities at their existing 
capacity. Our offi ce has never recei ved complai nts of ei ther a it, or 
water pollution from the ·:dsting anima1 confinement facility; and since 
the operation is located in an agricultural area, it is doubtful that 
the expansion would have s'ignificant adverse effects on the surrounding 
1 and. 
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Steven L. Pilcher 
Agricultural Wastewater Specialist 
i~a ter Qual i ty Bureau 
Environmental Sciences Division 
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