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Pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act, the following 
negative declaration has been prepared by the Department of Health and 
Environmental Sciences concerning the Boot Hill Ranch and a request by 
Mr. Russell Sherman for a i'iaste discharge permit for this operation near 
Pa b 10, r~ontana. 

The purpose of thi s neg a ti ve dec 1 arat ion .j s to inform a 11 i nteres ted 
governmental agencies and public groups of the Water Quafity Bureau's 
intent not to Hrite an environmental imoact statement. This declaration 
will be circulated for a period of ten ~ays at which time a decision will 
be ;;ade as to ~'ihethe; or rot a .... Ias te di sch(H~~le permi t shou 1 d be i ssUt-~d. 
If you care to comment on this application foj" a p'~rmit, please do so 
within that allotted time. 

Mr. Russell Sherman proposes to modify and expand hi s exis ti ng 
confined swine operation at Boot Hill Ranch. The animal confinement 
facility is located in the W2 , N~I~, Sec. 15, T. 21 N. ~ R. 20 W., of 
Lake County. This operation is located approximately two miles southv'lest 
of Pablo, Montana and the location is indicated on the attached map. 

Under th·j s propos a 1. the app 1 i cant \tJoul d modify thi s facil ity by 
constructing a totany enclosed farrowin~J barn. Th"js '"JQuld a11O':'I for the 
expansion of this animal confinement facility from the existing 15 sow 
and litter size to a total of 30 sows and litters, As previously stated, 
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the animals would be totally enclosed withi!l the confinement building, 
and the waste material which would be produced would be contained in a 
l"iquid manure pit. The ~'1cste material It/hich accumulates within this pit 
would be removed as necessary and disposed of on adjacent agricultural 
land. Approximately 120 acres of such land is available for waste 
disposal. 

Flies around the animal confinement facility will be controlled 
through a routine baiting program as wen as an electric fly trap. Odors 
from the facility will be minimized through good housekeeping and the 
application of odor cnnt.rol ch2micals into thf.~ liqiJ~'d. manure pit. .. D22G 
animals will be disposed of through a local rendering service. 

Any animal confinement facility will have an effect on the surrounding 
environment, but adverse environmental effects can be minimized through 
adherence to a good waste management program. The waste control facili
ties proposed for this operation provide adequate storage for the waste 
material which would be anticipated. The waste management program should 
also help to minimize adverse effects, 

The alternat"ives avai1able to Nr. Sherr~an \"iould be to continue 
operating the existing animal confinement facility without the proposed 
expansion or to relocate the entire operation. Our office has never 
received complaints of either air or water pollution from the existing 
animal confineJrent facility; and since the operation is located in an 
agricultural area, it is doubtful that the expansion would have signi
ficant adverse effect on the surrounding environment. If the waste 
control facilities and waste management program as outlined in this 
application are adhered to, the operation should result in minimal adverse 
effect. 

SLP:vlf 
Attachment 
cc: Ben ~lJ.ke 
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