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STATE OF MONTA 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

HFI t 'A, V1() 'ri" A 59FvI 
H J A'\iD,,-RSO'\J 

U RE.CTvR OF H GHINAYS 

January 9, 1975 
N Re PL Y RI: H R ~) 
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Environmental Quality Council d ~ C \~1S 
Room 366, State Capitol BuildingP \ \) ~'r{ 
Helena, Montana 59601 j~~ Q'0~\": 

I 94-6 (15) 216 
Wibaux Co. Line West 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed herewith for your 
of the Negative Declaration for 
FHWA Division Engineer. 

:\ f>.\.. 
~\'l\'(..~ ~C\\.. 

£.~'-l\~O COD 

information and files are two 
the above projec t as approved 

copies 
by the 

39-GLA: JGS: dt 
attachment 

cc: G. L. Anders 

Very truly yours, 

H. J. ANDERSON 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS 

BY:~~A. d 
.Gerald L. />I. ders:POE., Supervisor 
Consultant Design Section 

GEORG~ vJrL.f'')/IC~, I-AIPMAr" 
...... E t: ~ 

Wm M r(F JS f. F I .lIfE (tiD. ~~IVlI ~J u R OONE Y P L BACHELLER 
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December 20, 1974 
39-JGS 

I 94-6(15) 216 
Wibaux Co. Line West 

"~;" Department () [ 'J'runsp:>rtation 
F'(:dcr;ll Hiqhway Nnninistration 
IIelcna, r-bntana 59601 

GcnU.crnen: 

'T'hi!; j S to request your concurrcmce in the following Negative Declaration for the 
lllxNP proj ect. 

H('d~;SCSSffi('.nt of thi f~ project was approved by the Federal Highway Administration on 
1\U(]llst 19, 1971 but due to a policy change, reassessments no longer suffice for pra
Y'cU, which h('wc not yet gone to contract. 

flc~;iqn approval was received JanUClry 28, 1971. 

1. LOCATION AND DE;;CRTP'I'ION OF PRCDEC'I' 

The proposed project begins about 2 miles east of Glendive and extends 16.98 miles 
cnr-;tcrly to the Dawson-Wibaux County Line. 

II i~; to add 2-lancs parallel to the existing 2 lane Interstate with a mrizonta1 
~;el\lri1tion of 70 feet between ccnterlines of roadways. The roadway would consist of 
~)--12 foot drivinq lcmes with a 10 foot outside shoulder and a 4 foot inside shoulder. 
I'limt mix surfdcinq and plant mix base with appropriate underlying gravel base courses 
i :; I il·oposed. 

~:A.lllC new frontage (lnd access roads and the old highway will serve to provide local 
;lCC~t'S!-; • 

'1'M"l int.C'.n:huKWs, Griffith Creek Interchange and I'lodges Road Interchange, will be 
con~·;tructed to provide access to and from the Interstate. 

l\ yrade separation will be provided near the beginning of the project to allow a 
frontage rcx"1d crm;sing at this point. 

1\rlOl.ht~r grade separation is proposed approximately a mile west of the end of the 
project to perpetua.te existing access on each side of the Interstate. 

1\ lle'W bridge will be constructed over Griffith Creek, while a large structural plate 
arch pipe will be extended to accomrodate Krug Creek. 

l\ !le'W rest area is prqX)sed to serve rrotorists using the new 2-1ane interstate. An 
, ,I I /1 Jr,! /1 I ," 'I r ! I ".," I~ I 

...... ,'.~ 



I). 7. 

C'.xj~:;tin<j rest an \) now scrves the people using the present 2 lanes. Abandonment of 
thi~; area is lx:-jJ1g considered with the possibility of constructing a dual rest area. 
oll tJl(' Griffith Creck Interchange. 

;;Lcx~kpasses and mmbination stockpass-drains will be provided at appropriate lC'Cd
bone;. l'bst of t-h(~ drainages are norrrally dry. 

l'n'!;pnt and future traffic volumes are 1515 l\DT for 1967 and 4700 l\DT for 1992. 
iVbst of the right-of-way was secured for the original 2 lane project and about 204 
tlCTC!:C'; will be purchased for this project. 

'111(' c'Conomy ofthC' iJrc.<"1 consists primarily of stock ranching and dry land crop fann
jnq. Glendive is the major population center with a 1970 population of 6305. The 
terri tin is generally rolling to flat. 

I\cC('S~3 will l:~ controlled throughout the project. 

2. 1 'UHPQSE OF THE PHCnI'X::T 

'I'h:.' purFose of U1e project is to canplete a 4-lane link in the Interstate System on 
1~)UlJ~ 94, thus eliminating the hazards associated with a 2-lane section of interstate 
hiqhway. It will <llso fulfill a n:quirement of law as it relates to the Interstate 
<lllI.l I)(;fens(' IlitJhway System. 

3. PR)BABIE IMPACT OF 'mE PROPOSED PRQJEC1' 

'lhe project lies in a rural area and will have no effect on urbanization. 

'1'11(' Lu"'(] is prescntly used for grClzing and some dry land crop fanning. It is expected 
to rUllt:1in in the same usage should the project be implemented. 

~1.1 i J ,lnd scbool bill; routes will not be signific.antly Clffected. 

!\("C('!:;!; to health, education and religious facilities should be enhanced due to the in
(T(\I~,Ccl safety and efficiency which the project will introduce. The same applies 
I () ,1CCC!SS for fire protection and other emergency services. 

~;<illl._· utility nDves will be involvErl, but are not significant because they are not ex
tensive and will be of short duration. 

l:lnpJoyncnt shoulel not be affected except for a possible increase during the construction 
p<:r· lexi. 

'Ilu~r(' are no known archaeological resources within the project limits. However, the 
~;t:aLc'Wise Archaeological Survey is contacted relative to all highway projects for their 
~;Llldy and reoorrrnenmtions concerning archaeological sites approximately one year before 
t:h(' project is let to contract. 

f\k) I)arks am rc'Crcation lands, waterfowl and wildlife refuges nor historical or natural 
Lmdmarks arc involvL'Cl. Attached is correspondence with the State Historic Preservation 
officer relatiV(~ to historic places. 

'11tere will be no diGplacement of people or businesses, nor replacement housing associ
,1tuJ with the project. 
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I\c~~thetics throughout the pro[X)sErl project will not be significantly altered. 

Th(~ I-'roject would not <1dv0Isely affect fish or wildlifc. 

4. PIDB]\BLE l\DVERSE ENVIIDNM:ENTAL EFFECI'S WHIOI CANNOT BE AVOIDED 

Noise, <lir anu Wi.lter pollution are adverse effects which cannot be totally avoided. 
During construction, water and air pollution will be !TOre pronounced, but will be mini
mi zoo by ll1O:.sures provided for in the Standard Specifications and Special Provisions. 

l\k::Jisc (JOllution will probably increase due to the increased traffic but will not be 
SiqIli ficant due to the sparse population of the area. A norrograph analysis shows the 
noi!~e levels will be within acceptable limits of 75 dBl\ for land use category C as 
,;et forth by the FHWl\. 

'I'he c'Ontractor will be rec}Uired to prevent construction operations or the results of 
construction operations from silting streams and impoundments. The construction of 
pl<mnexl drainage f<1cilities and the performance of other contract v.ork that will help 
control siltation s11..1.1l be done as soon as is practicable. The siltation control 
n1cnsures will be continued until the pennanent drainage facilities have been constructed. 

The' contrac1 nI' ';lil1 shape the subgrade on road beds in thc imrrediate vicinity of streams 
or imtx)undments prior to any lengthy suspension of construction operations. Shaping 
wj 11 be done in a rmnner that will permit runoff waters to be intercepted along the outer 
(vlq('s of the subgrade and drainage from the subgradc by temporary slope drains. The 
lanporary slope-drajns will be located along fill slopes at 500 foot intervals, appro
xim.,t.ely, and will be paved or oovered with water-proof materials. 

lnUutants such as chemicals, fuels, lubricants, bitumens, raw sewage and other hal:rnful 
Wil~;h'~; will not be discharged into or alongside of streams, impoundments, or into na
tUGI1 or manrmde channels leading thereto. The contractor will meet the requirements 
of. tJ1C applicable regulations of the State Fish and Game Department, State Ebard of 
11'.\Ill:h und other Stc.tc or Federal regulations relating to the prevention or abatanent 
()f w,-1tcr pollution. 

S(~cl ion 69-4806 H.C.M. provides that it is unlawful to place any wastes in a location 
where U'ey are likely to cause water pollution. 

'111(' li(~sjqn of highwoys can I::R. an effective tool in reducing the air pollution concen
Itdl i()w: in the air. C.ocxl design linproves the operational characteristics of a trans
!.ot L1tion system, ond thus reduces the anissions fran rrotor vehicles; it can also be 
u~cx.l to minimize the concentrations of air pollution to which people, vegetation, and 
structures are cxp::lS(x1. 

'111(' ~;m:x)th opt'..ration of transportation systems is one of the !TOst important rreans of 
uxillcinq oir r::ollution. Vehicles cruising at a constant Speal on an uncongestErl high
w,ly emit relatively fewer pollutants than does traffic operating under congested con
di bOils. Emissions during idling, acceleration, and deceleration are ITIany times higher 
Uldll tinse during constant speed conditions. Measurements show that the emission rate 
is J. 5 tines the cruising rate wren vehicles are idling and 9 times the cruising rate 
whC!Tl vehicles are declerating. Further, such increase in route speed accelerates the 
Il'ixin(J of all the pollutants and prevents zones of intense concentration fran fonning 
ill ;x'nsitive areas. 
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1':Vell thouqh i.l j r pollution reduction is not ODP of the objectives of the project, 
it is an jJllf)()rL.lnt. fJY-product of improved traffic flew. Actions such as reducing 
'jl'delCS, fli1tteninq curves, and reducing congestion, improve tri1ffic flow a.nd. a 
l:oJl1parablc dc'Cljne in air pollution can be C'..xp<..."'Ctcd for the operating systan. 

'111(' contractor will infonn himself of all applicable M:mtana state Eoard of Health 
rc'quirc:nents ard similar State or Federal requirements pertaining to control of or 
ah,ltrnY2nt of air l.:ollution. He will provide such air pollution control measures 
d~; are required to canply with the minimum standards established by such agencies. 
1\] 1 plant-mix plants will be E..quipp:~d with a dust collector constructed to waste 
(}r return unifonnly to the hot elevator all o~ ilny part of IlB.terial collected as 
directed. ScrublJcrs or similar devices will be used when required by the State 
Ihlrd of IICLl.lth. 

WJH'n burning is permitted by the c'Ontract, the contractor must have a pennit from 
Lll(' J)irector of !\iT Pollution Control and Industrial Hygiene, ~bntana Department 
of lIealth. The pe.rm.it will stipulatc the conditions and method of burning. Burning 
lllW;t. l-x? accanplid1ed w1der the consta.nt care of canpetent watchmen. 

'Ih~ provisjons for L1IT quality controls are not in conflict with the state IIrplaren
tation Plar. <:tE, rrcp.."'lred by the Dcparbnent of Health and Environmental Sciences. The 
project is not, in em air quality muintcnancc area nor does it exceed EPA guidelines. 

'j'hcxc may be eUl increase in noise levels following construction due to larger volumes 
of traffic; to~ver, future legislation will undoubtedly contribute to the control of 
trdffic-gen€!rat.cd noise problans at the source. However, until quieter vehicles can 
I:x' designed, manufactured, and the present noisier vehicles outlive their usefulness, 
ILiqhway design techniques can l:::e utilized to minimize the impact of traffic-generated 
[0 i!:;c on adjacent areas. Such things as flattening curves, reducing grades, and im
pmving traffic flow all tend to minimize noise generation. 

V(~Jt'l:ation and top soil will be reroved as required for construction. Such areas 
wi] 1 helve tl1C top soil replaced and will be seeded, thus minllnizing erosion. The 
I )cojc~ct pl.:ms will provide special facilities such as anbankment protectors and rip 
: , ") 1...0 control eros i. on at other problan areas. 'l'emporary erosion control measures 
(slIch ,lS slope dr<:LinS and reckfilling depressions with free draining material, etc.) 
wi 11 be taken during construction. 

I). 1\ I.'I'ERNA'rIVl':s '10 'THE PROPOSED Pro:T.EX::T 

• )nc d1tcrnative would be not to construct the project. Hewever, this would leave a 
;pcUon of 2 lane Interstate, thereby not cc:mplying with the intended purpose of a 
lliltional network of 1\ lane Interstate. In turn, this would result in an unsafe 
~;tn'tch of ro.:."1d and for these reasons it is felt the no-build alternate sh::>uld not 
lx' considered furtiler. 

\ 
' .. A~ 

'j'l1(' proposoo aligmlC'.nt is pretty much dictated by the route selected for the original 
:2 1;:111e at which time other alternates were studied. This is a matter of record in the 
oriqinal location study. 

6. ({EIATIONSHIP BE."IWEI:N SIIOR"r TERM USE AND IDNG TERM PROIXJCI'IVITY 

'Pt l.~ ~)tDrt term and long term effect of construction will not significantly change the 
t',lll1ling am ranching operations t.ctking place in the area. As ti.Ire goes on, higl'Mays 
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will re used ITDre imd the danarld for safer and rrore efficient transFOrtation will be 
(Jnut.er. The project. will provide a better fann to m.:trket facility . 

.,. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE CCM-1I'IMENT OF RESOURCES 

land taken for right-of-way represents such a corrrni tment as long as the higl"May is in 
useful existence. If it should be abandoned, it could be restored to its present 
stc.,te. 

Ma ter ials used .in construction, energy am ITDnctary expenditure will be carmi tted re
sow:-ces. The project is estimated to cost about $6,345,000. Oil based products are 
est.in~ted at 1,269,000 gals. Deisel #2, 173,000 gals. gasoline and 9900 tons asphalt. 

'There will be no significant effect on social and cultural resources. 

'T'he' project has progressed fran the preliminary planning stages to its present status 
i111U proper consideration has been given to the social, economic and envirorurental as
pects. 

8. lw,rS FOH NH'J\'l'IVE DECLARATION 

Hascd on the foregoing, it is felt that the project will not significantly affect the 
env.i.ronrrent and th:1.t the negative declaration is appropriate. 

Your early return of the signed original of this statanent will be appreciated along 
with confinnation of design approval. 

39-SCK/GLA/JGS/lkl 

cc: C.L. Anders 

L concur-,"/...;.:.../·/..;..~..,.(_.: '.r-I_ . ...;.(_;_·..:;;.L~l_' ,.l;;.{.::;.,c_,',J.· L ____ _ 
1-1. N. Stc:.wart 
Division Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 

Very truly yours, 
H • J. ANDER30N 
DlREL"IOR OF HIGHWAYS 

Dete Reed, Proconst. L - k-z:r: 
rtI,l'.11. n()UTE 

. I. 

. __ .... _----- ..... -----. 
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Mr. As~~~y c. Rohert~ 
A • .1l.li:-,i s tr:t '.:.or, I~CCr(;il tion Llnc 

Parb:; Di Vi!3io;1 

February 1~, 1974 39-JGS 

I 94-3{~O)ll4 
Hathu·\·:.:lY L. ££ H. 
19-1-7(15):?lG 
Wibaux county Line-Hast 

J.~ontClna IJr:!j>i1rtr'h~nt 0: Fi sh [. C.:lme 
SilLI i:. ~iitch'?ll LuiLling 
Hclcnt1., I':ontuna S~Gul 

Dear nr. r~obcrts: 

The D~p.:!rt:::(~n t of E':<;hHilYS i:. in the process of prep.::.rinrJ j~cgativc 
D~clui:.i ti.o:.s for t!lC .::.bovc projects. 

The lIath2.\\·{"!Y Zast ilnd \'~cst project liCG in noscbud Count:~'. ·It be
gins apj-'l:"o:=i!i'at.~ ly ?:l J~ilcs \:~~s t of ;15.1es Ci t)' anc. r:::-OCC(!I..~s cc!sterly 
5. G milc:. to the ::o~;(;bUl'-Custcr COU:1ty J.ine. It 'dill be: an added 
2-1ilnc par<lllcl to the exh;ti~g 2 li:l.:1C Intcr::;t::ltc hiSh\,c,y. 

The Wibaux County Lin~ t:est project ~ill be located in Dawson County, 
appro:dr.ntcly lG :;:iles in lcnSth, ~rom cast of GlC:!;J.dive ',,;.::;stcrly 
to the ~':ib':;\lx County Line. I~ too is an add 2 lan.e parallel to the 
existing 2-lane Interstate. 

He Hould ilpprcciatc i1 letter from,You :l~!cntifyi!lg any Pl.-o!)crtics in 
the project areas \ihich r.1.:.lY be elegil'lc for no:ain::\tio!l to th~ national 
Hegistcr of lli!Jtoric place!:;. To our blOwlec1ge there arc none pre~cntly 
liste~ in the Rcgist~r. 

e 
,S' 

Thunk you for your nss~tance in this J;mttcr. 

• 

Very truly yours, 

H.J. i'\NDr.i'.SO!~, 
DIRLC'.i'Oj{ or IIIGm:.;YS 

BY __ ~ __ ~ ______ ~~ ____________ _ 
Stcph.:!l"l (;. Eolo~J i, i! .J;. , 
SupcrviGor-Prccon~tru~tion Sect. 
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, 
l~. Stephen c. Ko1ogi, P.E. 
Supervisor-Prcconstruction Section 
Montana Department of Highways 
State Highway Building 

Helena, l10ntana 
February 27, 1974 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Mr. Ko1ogi: 

Re: I 94-3 (20) 114, Hathavlay E. & N. 
I 94-7(15)216, Wibaux county 

Line-\1est 

As per your request of February 14, we have reviewed the new 
edition of the Montana state Historic Preser:ation Plan for his
toric sites in the vicinity of the Hathaway East and i'~est, and 
the Wibaux County Line-i1est high\vay projects. Presently, there 
are no. historic sites within either project area listed in the 
Plan. . 

I would only recommend caution in construction as there may 
well be unidentified archeo1ogic resources still "ri thin these areas. 
~he Statewide Archeological Survey at the University of Montana 
should have more definite information on this aspect. 

Thank you for contacting me. 

/ Sincerely, 

~t/<; ~~ _ c;?tt~li 
~I'~ ~ . 
Ashley c. Roberts 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

ACR:DGC:op 




