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STATE OF MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
” , . s sl e gl
HELENA, MONTANMA S960! : o»nsréfddo:\rggsjgs;jus

January 2, 1975

IN REPLY REFER TO:

36-SCK

RF 144(10)
Glasgow Lighting
U. S. Department of Transportation REF: 08-30.1
Federal Highway Administration

Helena, Montana 59601

Gentlemen:

This Agency Impact Determination is being submitted for your concurrence
that an Environmental Impact Statement or Negative Declaration is not required for
this non major action.

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT AND ITS SURRQUNDINGS

A. Llocation and Description of the Project

The Tocation of the project is at the intersection of U.S. 2 and Secondary
247, approximately 1.4 miles east of Glasgow, Montana. A two lane to four lane
transition is located 600 feet to the east of the intersection. The four lane
portion of the roadway presently has raised median curb installed on it.

The work to be completed will consist of installing seven 250 watt sodium
“syapor luminaries. The light level obtained from the seven luminaires will be 1.0
«<average maintained foot candles as AASHO recommends. An eight inch amber flashing
dbeacon will also be installed on this project.

The land use in the immediate area of this project is agricultural.

B. Purpose of the Project

This project was requested by City Officials. Their concern for this
project is indicated in the enclosed letter.

At the present time there is no existing lighting at this intersection. The
principle purpose of street and highway lighting is to produce quick, accurate,
and comfortable seeing conditions at night. These qualities of seeing combine to
safeqguard and facilitate vehicular traffic.

Seeing is done with eyes, muscles, nerves, and mind. The drivers internal
condition depends upon and is effected by the external seeing conditions provided
for highway travel at night. Easy, quick, and accurate seeing conditions tend to
lessen fatigue, decrease muscular and nervous tension, and improve driver efficiency,
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and improve driver efficiency, confidence, reaction judgement, and behavior.

Generally speaking, good lighting encourages night use of streets and highways,
particularly major arteries and allows a higher night speed then would be practical
on unlighted routes. Economic benefits include improved business activity and
reduced night accident frequency.

Visability distances at night are materially increased by the installation
of fixed lighting. The contour and alignment of the roadway and the location and
jdentification of objects in the drivers path are revealed to the driver at
a substantially greater distance than his own headlights would penatrate. At
these distances the lighted roadway also serves as a background to minimize the
effect of oncoming vehicle headlamps and to improve judgements of speed and
direction of vehicles.

Objects may be discerned by contrast in brightness with background, by recog-
nition of surface detail and glint, or by combinations of these. The degree of
seeing is effected by size, shape, and color of object, time for observation glare
and the drivers adaption level.

2. PROBABLY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

This lighting project is located in an agricultural area, therefore we can
foresee no significant environmental impact. As pointed out earlier, there are
many advantages to lighting of an area, thus making the roadway safer for
motorists.

The power used by the luminaires and flasher will be slightly less than the
power used by the average home per month. This will be approximately 503 kilo-
watt hours per month.

3. PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

We can foresee no significant adverse environmental effects which will be
caused by this project.

4. ALTERNATIVES

The "No Build" alternative was considered, but it was decided that the
insufficient lighting in this area with raised median would continue to be
hazardous to motorists.

5. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USES OF MANS ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

The traffic pattern should not be changed during the construction phase of
the work, as all of the work can be completed on the edge of the roadway.

No natural or man made features of the surrounding land will be changed.

Wildlife will not be effected by this project, and no water or air pollution
problems are foreseen.
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6. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES

There will be no significant effect upon the natural and cultural resources
of the area.

7. REGIONAL AND COMMUNITY GROWTH

Land use will remain essentially the same, i.e., a agricultural area.
Lighting can increase the nighttime safety of an area.

8. CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION

Soil erosion, park, recreational areas, wildlife, waterfowl refuges, historic
and natural landmarks are not involved in this project.

9., PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Religious, health, educational facilities, fire protection, and other
emergency services will not be affected directly; the 1lighting project will make
the roadway safer for anyone involved in these facilities and services.

10. COMMUNITY COHESION

No additional right-of-way will be required by this project.

Land value should not increase due to this project and, therefore, will not
increase the tax base.

11. DISPLACEMENT OF PEOPLE, BUSINESSES OR FARMS

There will be no displacement of people, businesses or farms due to this
project.

The project is not expected to significantly affect the employment situation
except for a possible temporary increase in employment for the duration of
constructiop.

12. AIR, NOISE, AND WATER POLLUTION

Some air and noise pollution may occur during construction of this project,
but it should not be significant.

This project does not meet the requirements for review of projects as
established by the Environmental Protection Agency. Their concern for air quality
generally begins when the 10 year projected daily traffic counts increase 10,000
vehicles per day.

This project is not in conflict with the State's Implementation Plan for
achieving Federal ambient air quality standards and we concur with the Department
of Health and Environmental Sciences determination that this project will not have

-a significant adverse effect upon air quality of the area.

(Cont'd)
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Center's 'lomoaraph was used to determine that-a¥l buildings in thre area of the
project arc located far enouch from the roadway to be below the cormercial level
of Ljg = 75 dBA and the residential level of Lyg = 70 dBA. -
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dark hours. "otorists will be able to see tne rcaday and intersection rore
clearly, thus irproving sicht distanez and safety. ;

.
cighed by the advantages gainad

The cost of the nroject will be far out v
jes as safety and efficiency.

frogme facility with such areatly irproved qualit

BASIS FNR AGENCY IMPACT DETERMINATION _ -

osed project will not
t the preparation of an

Based on the forecoinc, it is felt that the prop
simificantly affact the environment and does not warran
Environmental Imnact Staterent or a tlegative Teclaration.

Your early rcturn of a sioned copy of this Determination witl be appreciated.

Véry truly yours,

H. J. ANDEPSOY
DIRECTGR OF HIGHWAYS

/) “ay: ﬁf@u (7 Atz
2 S¥epheft C. Xologi, P.E. J

Chief-Preconstruction Bureau
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Moo T J. Andeyrson
Director of Hichways
State of Mondtana

Tclena, Montanan 590601

et e e - s

Re: Intersection UL 5. Highway No. 2
and State No. 247 near Glasgow

Dear Mr., Anderson:

In response to repeated requests from loca? citizens and civice organizations, |
the Cily of Glasgow wishes 1o call your attention fo an extremely dangerous |
intersection Tying last of Glasgow on U, S, Hishway No. 2 where it intersects
wiih Mool fét'x‘w thighway No, 247, Onc fotality and innuincerablie collision :
accidents and "near misses' demonstrate that it is imperative that this inter-
section be well JHghted during all hours of darkness,

Al the present time a [Tashing caution light is in operation so, elcciric power
: is available at the site.

tHlighway No 247 carries very heavy traffic twelve months of the year at all
hours of the daoy. It serves international fraffic flowing into Canada; & large
apriculture community in northern Valley and Doaniels Courdics; connnuter
froffic to Gpbhein, Montanny, Obpheinn Rador Stedion and Glasoow Air oree
Base. Tt lihewlsce intersects with Route No, 24 ihrough 171, Peck 1o other points
m Montano,

Confliguration of this interscction is such that it constitutes a continuing threat
to highway (ravelers whethor they he strangers to the area or local cilizens.

We beliove corvection of ihis situntion descrves highest possible priority, and
will Took forward {o cooperating \\J th you in fnstituling corrective nmeasures as
cuickly as possible,

.V(/lv truly Vmwu, s
/ 2 -l -

7 0 President, T CIL Coutedt
ddme A
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De%dr’fmem of Healhond Fr¥ionmenia Sciences

ATE OF IVMIONTANAL HELENA, MONTANA 5501

John S. Anderson M.D.
SIRICTOR

December 11, 1974
Stephen C. Kologi, P.E. .
Chief, Preconstruction Bureau Re: 36-SCK Flasher, Sign
Department of Highways and Lighting Projects

Sixth and Roberts Streets
Helena, MT 59601

Dear Mr. Kologi:
We concur that flasher, signing and/or lighting projects
should have no adverse effects on air quality. Until further

notice, we will not need to be advised of action on these

projects.
Sincerely, \\\
‘ Q
A LANVL O~
- ~
R. Clark Neilson
o Air Pollution Control Specialist
/’ Air Quality Bureau
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Letter of Intent
September 200, 1974

RF 144(10)

Glasgow Lighting
Intersection of
U.S. 2 & Mont. 247

The enclosed 1ist indicates those agencies and individuals to which this

letter is being sent.

If you are aware of other agencies or groups that might

be affected or concerned and are not on the list, please let us know and we
will contact them.

36-SCK:AGZ:DVS:sk

Enclosures

cC:

H.

NR LT 0 L

R.
L.
D.
D.
F.
W.
L.
G.

Beckert
Champion
Anderson
Borden
Skoog
Anderson

Cloninger

Wheeler

Robert Hall

Very truly yours,

H. J. ANDERSON
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS

A ... /- - . ”’ )’/,7 >
BY: Q/é%é;ézﬁi;)ﬂw* . /fZ?;ZQ/
Stephen C. Kologi, P.E. 7
Chief-Preconstruction Bureau




Montana Automobile Association
Box 1703
Helena, Montana 59601

Ashley C. Roberts

State Liaison Officer for the
Preservation of Historic Sites

Department of Fish and Game

Sam Mitchell Building

Helena, Montana 59601

U.S. Nenartment of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration
501 MNorth fee

Hielena, Montana 59601

U. S. Coast Guard

Conmander (mep)

Thirteenth Coast Guard

618 Second Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98104

Director

Department of Natural Resources
and Conservation

32 South twing

Helena, Montana 59601

Environmental Quality Council
Dircctor :

Box 215, Captial Post Office
Helena, Montana 595601

Department of Anthropology
Montana State University
Jozeman, lMontana 59715

Department of Anthropology
University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 53801

Department of the Army

Omaha District

Covps of Engineers

7410 11.S. Post Office and Courthouse
Omatia, Nebraska 68102

Commissioner
Depey tiont of State Lands
State Conitol Luilding, Room 130

Helora, Montana 53601
Montane Chamber of {oierce
P. 0. Dox 1730

Heloena, bLontane UG

Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration
FAA Building, Room 2

Helena Airport

Helena, Montana 59601

Friends .of the Earth
ATTENTION: Ed Dobson

Box 882

Billings, Montana 59102

The State Clearinghouse

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Capital Post Office

Helena, Montana 59601

Montana League of Conservaticn Voters
Box 80

ATTENTION: William Tomlinson
Missoula, Montana 53801

Department of Health, Education and Welfare

9017 Federal Office Building
19th and Stout Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

Economic Development Administration
Chicago Title Building

909-17th Street, Suite 505

Denver, Colorado 80202

Assistant Secretary-Program Policy

Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

ATTENTION: Director, Environnental
Project Review (9 Copies)

Center for Planning & Development
Montana State University
Bozeman, Montana 59715

Environmental Protection Agency
Lincoln Tower

Suite 900 -~ 1860 Lincoln Street
Denver, Colorado 80203

Departnent of Intergovermental

Relations - fAeronautics Division
Capital Station
Heleno, Montana 59601

Student Lnvironmeontal Rescarch Center
University of Monlana

Poom 7212, Yonture Lenter

Missoula, Fontana 53501



Dept. of Health & Environmental Sciences
Environmental Sciences Division
Administrator

Cogswell Building

Helena, Montana 59601

Department of Fish and Game
Assistant Administrator

Environment and Information Division
Sam W. Mitchell Building

Helena, Montana 59601

Federal Housing Administration
Housing and Urban Development
Director

616 Helena Avenue

Helena, Montana 59601

Montana Broadcasters Association
213 5th Avenue
Helena, Montana 59601

Montana Stockgrowers Association
Secretary

P. 0. Box 1679

First National Bank Building
Helena, Montana 59601

Montana Wildlife Federation
Chairwoman, Highway Committee
1015 Peosta

Helena, Montana 59601

Regional Air Pollution Control, Director
Consumer Protection & Environmental
National Air Pollution Control Admin.
9017 Federal Office Building

Denver Colorado 802072

The Wilderness Society
4260 East Fvans Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80222

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Secretary of Agriculture
Hashington, D.C. 20250

U.S. Department of Agriculture
State Conservaticnist

Soi1 Conservation Service

P. 0. Box 970

Bozewan, Montana 59715

U.S. Federal Power Commission
oL Battery Street
San Francisco, California

Board of County Commissiciers
Valley Couniy
Glasqgow, Monlana 59250

Small Business Administration
Power Block
Helena, Montana 59601

Sierra Club

% Mrs. Judy Reynoso
150 Henry

Helena, Montana 59601

Mountain Bell
441 North Park Avenue
Helena, Montana 59601

Documents Department
Montana State Library

- 930 Lyndale

Helena, Montana 59601

Montana Dakota Utility Company
239 4th Street
Glasgow, Montana 59230

Montana Power Company
Electric Building
Butte, Montana 59701

School District #1

Mr. Gary F. Martin
Superintendent

Glasgow, Montana 59230

Chamber of Commerce
P. 0. Box 832
Glasgow, Montana 58230

City County Planning Board
P. 0. Box A
Glasgow, Montana 59230

Glasgow Courier
Glasgow, Montana 59230

Honorable James 0. Christinson
Major of Glasgow
Glasgow, Montana 56230

United States Postmaster
Valley County
Glasgow, tontana 59230
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