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Gentlemen:

This Agency Impact Determination is being submitted for your concurrence that

an Environmental Impact Statement or Negative Declaration is not required for
this nonmajor action.

The proposed project is located approximately 4 miles east of Billings, Montana,
at the junction of I1-90 and I-94. The work will consist of grading, surfacing,
striping, and signing to extend the speed change lane and provide for two lanes
of traffic on the Billings - Hardin 1-90 off ramp. The desired work will lessen
the potential of operationally unsafe existing maneuvers.

Additional work consisting of grading, surfacing, striping, signing and
some right-of-way is also contemplated on the 1-90 westbound mainline and associate
Hardin - Billings on ramp. The work will include a short realignment of an
adjoining graveled frontage road. The proposed alterations will provide mainline

characteristics to the ramp geometrics assuring a smooth transition thru a reverse
curve situation. '

The Federal Highway Administration originally proposed the extension of the
speed change lane for the Billings - Hardin 1-90 off ramp to lessen the potentially
unsafe operational movements. The reverse curve situation on the Hardin - Billings
[-90 on ramp is a potentially dangerous situation when fostered upon non-observant
or otherwise pre-occupied drivers. Unfamiliar travelers expect thru routes to
provide continuous mainline characteristics and not the sharper and slower speeds
common to ramp geometrics. Therefore, the curvature of the 1-90 westbound ramp
will be flattened and appropriate superelevation applied to produce a progressive
speed change of no more than a 10 M.P.H. differential between tangent to curve or
curve to curve.
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There vill Lo no sicnificant offact upen natural and cultural rosources of
the area. After the earthwork is completed, thc stopes will be re-seeded. Park,
recreational areas, wildlife, water fowl refuges, and historic and natural
landmarks are not invddved in this project. '

The water quality of thn area will not be affected. The Jepartront of
Health and Envircnrental Sciences has reviewed tne project aird assurad us that
this project is not in conflict with the State's Implementation Plan for aciieving
Federal armbient air quality standards.

Because this is a safety projact, the noise standards as specified in the
Federal Hicii:av Adrinistration's Policy.and Procedures “emorandum 99-2 do not
aoply. However, the noise levels should not increase as this nrojzct is not
exdected to cause an increase in traffic volure.

Based on the foracoing, it is felt that the nroposed project will not
significantly affect the anvironrment and doas not warrant th2 orenaration of
an Environmental Imnact Statement or a degative Doclaration.

Your early return of a signed copy of this Determination vill b2 aporeciatad.

Very truly yours,

Ho Jd. AIDERSON
DIRECTOR OF HIGIAYS
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nen (. Jeloai, P.C.
Chief-Preconstruction Jureau
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Hool. Stevart, Tivision Lncineer
Federal llicaway Administration
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