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Very truly yours, 

H. ,J. ANDE RSON 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAY S 

GEORGE VUCANOVICH, CHAIRMAN 
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36-SCK 
I 90-8(75)455 
Pinehi 11 Interchange 
Safety Improvements 
REF: 08-30.22-B3 

Reply Requested by: 
February 4, 1975 

This Agency Impact Determination is being submitted for your concurrence that 
~n Environmental Impact Statement or Negative Declaration is not required for 
this nonmajor action. 

The proposed project is located approximately 4 miles east of Billings, Montana, 
01. the junction of 1-90 and 1-94. The work will consist of grading, surfacing, 
striping, and signing to extend the speed change lane and provide for two lanes 
of traffic on the Billings - Hardin 1-90 off ramp. The desired work will lessen 
the potential of operationally unsafe existing maneuvers. 

Additional work consisting of grading, surfacing, striping, signing and 
';(1I11r' Y'ight-of-way is also contemplated on the 1-90 westbound mainline and associate 
lIardin - Billinqs on ramp. The work will include a short realignment of an 
adjoining qraveled frontage road. The proposed alterations will provide mainline 
characteristics to the ramp geometrics assuring a smooth transition thru a reverse 
curve situation. 

The Federal lIighway Administration originally proposed the extension of the 
speed change lane for the Billings - Hardin 1-90 off ramp to lessen the potentially 
unsafe operational movements. The reverse curve situation on the Hardin - Billings 
I-gO on ramp is a potentially dangerous situation when fostered upon non-observant 
or otherwise pre-occupied drivers. Unfamiliar travelers expect thru routes to 
provide continuous mainline characteristics and not the sharper and slower speeds 
carrmon to ramp geometrics. Therefore, the curvature of the 1-90 westbound ramp 
will be flattened and appropriate superelevation applied to produce a progressive 
spf'f'd chanqe of no more than a 10 M.P.H. differential between tangent to curve or 
cuy've to curve. 
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u. s. Deoart~nt of Transportation 
I 90-S(75)455 
Pinehill Int~rchange Safety 
Improvements 

T~cre lIill :)0 no sir;n; ficilflt ·..!~f~ct u;,;on natural and culturell r:;::;OJrC2S cf 
the area. After th~ earth\"ork is completed, the: s-lopes willbe re-seeded. Park, 
recreational areas, Hildlife, water fowl refuges, and historic anJ natural 
landmarks are not invieved in this project. 

. 
The \·:ater ~uJlity of elf' are,] dll not be affected. The Jc;JGrt,"~nt of 

Heillt1 an1 En'lirGn:-,~ntal Sciences ;135 reviet·:ed t'l':? project a'ld ~ssur·~J u:; t:,Jt 
this project is not in conflict \fith t:le State's In;Jlerl'::ntation Plan for c;c:dcving 
Federal ar:~dent air f{ualit; standards. . 

Because t!lis is a saf:::ty project~ the noise standards as specified in the 
Federal :1ir.h\~~v ;i.d:-'inistration's Policy-and Procerlures ~'er:lOrandum 90-2 do not 
aoply. However, t~e noiS2 l~vels should not increase as this project is not 
ex~ected to cause an increase in traffic volur.~. 

Based {'n ti~ for~("!oi ng. it ; s fe 1t that the proposed project \/i 11 not 
siqnificant1'l affect t:,e ~!1viron:'!~nt and does not !:!arrant th~ ;Jre::>aration of 
an Envi ronr.:?nta 1 In;-J:lct Statenent or a :Iegati ve :J2c1 arati on. 

Your early rr>turn of J signed copy of this l'etemination \d11 be il,)preciated. 

! , 
, 

36-SCK:f~Z:DVS:sk 

I Concur ~1:~~i, o. 0 

I:. "0 Stc...".1rt., ,1Vl;,l0:1 ... :1"ln~Cr 
Federa 1 !li S:l\·,ay f,dlilir:is trat; on 

Very trul j yours., 

H. J. ftnE~S(1'~ . -
DIRECTOR OF HI(H,~/WS 

BY:~.L.7F-£· ~-~Pd'-£H( 
St(l len C. ,:olo~li. P.t. I' 
Chief-Preconstruction JurCJU 

Date FEB 6 1975 
----------------------
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