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Attached, for your information, are two (2) copies of the Agency Impact 
Determination for the above project, as approved by the Federal Highway Ad
mlnlstratlon. 
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t u. s. DepartJn~nt of Transportation 
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Helena, ~!ontana 59601 

Gentlemen: 
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lUi 171 (16) 
Norris Hill 

This Agency Impact Detennination is being submitted for your approval on 
Federal ~~ p'roj:~t RF 171 (16), Norris Hill. 

At present there are three (3) alternates, in addition to the no-build 
alternate, which are being considered for construction of thts project as 
shown on the attached autoscreen print. 

These alternates are: 

1. West Line 
2. Alternate of the West Line 
3. East Line 

Further discussion of these alternates will be covered under Item N4. 

1. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF TIm PRoposrn n·fPRomID-rrS NIT) ITS snPR(,{)NDING AREA 

The proposed proj oct is located :in Hadison COlmty, bct\'!een the cOi11T'l1.mi ties of 
~Jc.A1listcr and ~rris. 111e attached maps t Exhibits A and B, show the location of 
the proj ect with respect to both the entire Sta to and the towns of Ennis, 1,lcA11 is ter, 
funis and larrison. 

TIle proj cct will involve about 9.0 miles of roadway from ~!cAllistcr, which is ap
proximately 6.5 miles north of rnnis, to Norris. This section of high"J'aY is a part 
of Federal Aid Primary Route 13, U. S. 287. 

The purpose of the project is to improve the safety and efficiency of this section 
of highv:ay throus;h reconstruction. As stated in the DCp:1rtl;lcnt of Iiirh .... ays Letter of 
Intent dated ~~1rch 27, 1974 (copy attached), the existin~ hi~hway is in poor cO:hli tiC'TI 
as it is nnrro~" \vith a 20 foot to 22 foot surface width, has steep r,radcs and sharp 
curves, poor sight distance, and i.s a mai.ntenance problem in the winter due to sr.cr .... 
drifting across the pr~5cnt traveled "''Ry. 
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TIle new highway "'QuId be built as a tHO· lane facility utilizing" two 12-foot 
driving lanes with 8-foot shoulders giving n surface width of 40 feet. 

As shm.;n on the attn.ched autoscrecn print the majority of the project p;1sses 
through grazing land along with SOille cultivated fann land. The exception to this 
is at the end of the proj ect, throur,h !\orris, where the centerline vlOuld closely 
follow the existing centerline of the highway. 

2. PROBABLE n·fPACT 

The major impact of this project will be to prO\,rjdc a safe and efficient highway 
facili ty that will nuequa.tely serve the travelinr. puhlic. lfost of this project can 
be built Hithout major disruptions to the flow of traffic. }:cw right-of-Hay will be 
required for the project. The East Line would require about 161 acres of new right
of-way. Either the \'lest Line or the AlteI11ate of the i.'l~st Line woulcl require about 
140 acres of nC'"," right-of-\~.y. TIle stanclard right-of-way width, for a rural primary 
highway, is 160 feet, 80 feet each side of centerline. 

At this time, it appears that one (1) family and their rovelling along ~1th three 
(3) buildings used for storage will be displaced as a re~;ul t of this proj cct. These 
buildings are on the left, or west side, of centerline at ahout Station 512+00 to 513+ 
00. The Department of Highways has right-of-way procedures includins relocation assist
ance that will be available to any displacecl persons. Also, no one will be displacecl 
tDltil adequate replacement housing has been obtained. 

No historical sites, natural landmarks, parks, recreation areas, or wildlife or 
waterfowl areas will be affocted by this project. 

This project should have min~il, if any, effect on the econo~ of the area except 
possibly during construction. Construction should aid short-tem employment in the 
area which in turn will benefit the area businesses. 

3. PROBABLE ADVrnSr nfPACTS MfIGI CA~~T()T BE AVOIDED 

Some water pollution may occur durin,rr. construction. However, efforts "lill be made 
to keep this pollution to a minimtun. The ~lontana Department of ITi~hways Standard 
Specifications contain certain provisions pcrtaininr, to this l:1atter that the contractor 
will have to follow. Interim erosion control measures will also be incorporated into 
the project during construction. Also, the contractor will be required to adhere to 
all state and national lal'iS regarding this matter. 

Although air pollution is expected to be increased during constTI.lction, some ar~te
ment of this "'ill be provided by requirements in the stnndard specif ica .: ons cm.d sT'ecial 
provisions. tatorinc: and sDnilar J1~c[ms will be included to alleviate the dust problE':'15 
nssocia ted wi th hibl,~'<1y cons truction. 

TIle n.cr~rtmC'T1t of JleCllth nnd rnviroTU;1cntal Sciences has reviCi\"cd the suhje-ct proj('ct. ' 
They stated, "i':C h:wc reviewcd the pLms of the referenced project ~n~l find tl;l'T'~> ~,l:C'\lld 
be no ndvC'rse effects on air qlnli ty froJ!) the con!")tTuction of this proj cc:t. ',-,"e h1()W (If 
nothing cxistinr: or p] :mr.cd that ,,""vultl a,lvC'rscly affect the project in air q'cnli ry cc,n
siderations. We aSSll: Ie that ustnl precautioosHill be t.:1}.:cn during construction to pro
tect the enviror11\cnt Lrom c:xccs:;ive dll:,t ilnd that any clclrin;: and r,ruH im; '":111 be 
dono nccol\ling to CUlTrat spccific!'Jtions. lI A copy ot" this r0spODSC to the Letter of 
Intent is attached. 
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Future noise pollution will not be a uctrililcnt[ll fRctor on tJ1is pro}xt. lisiI"i! 
the :--iC1F1P l:cport 117 ITicth.od (copy of analysis 8tt9clv'd - c,j;nIIT C) it was f0~!~.~ 
that t!:c futuTt, LJ t) noise: lE:veJ is a>-,out 7] + dGA. ,\1 t~IC)UZ') this cxceE:u:; t)~::' 7~) ,IrA 
allo,,::l;)lc I t!-,e ltHfcn'T1ce \~oulc1 h:ud1r ~,;) di"scernible nnJ tlJe ['raj 2ctior: is IpscJ on 
the a:mlnt of noise created hy l'rC3ei1t~dJ.y vcLiclcs. Vehicles of the ft:tUfE: :::(1/ create 
1(:5$ noise th1n present J.::ty vehicles. 

4. ALT~:J;':\J\TES 

In addition to t:-:c no-build alteTn:ltc, several alternates arc l;cin], ccnsl(~c:r~J for 
this proj ect and nrc sLmm on the attacllCJ copy of the proj cct autoscrccn. T:.c a1 ter
nates are: 

Alt. 1 
1\1 t. 2 
Alt. 3 

::: 1\'est Line 
= Alternate of the lIest Line 
= East Line 

J\1 ternntcs 1, 2, and 3 r .. 1ve an esscntinlly conrr.on ali[tnn:ent. as sho'.\l1 on tJie at
tached autoscreen print, from t!1C bcginnin.f'. of the proj oct at ;fcAllist0r to ahout 
Station lS0+00 just 50ut1l of the ~;orris J fill Su;;;mi t. FrO~l the su.",ni t H0rt i : to ;-tp
proximately station 400+00 of the [ast Line, tJw alternates diverre to t.:o sC'J)~r:1te 
alignments, Alternates 1 and 2 being on the west side of the existing hi,~h ... ,!ay ~ncl the 
main tiraina!!.e and Alternate 3 bcin0: on the east siJe of the drCl.:l!l:li'e and ('ast cf the 
existing llir,hviay. from Station 400+00 ahead the al teTI1Jtes 3?,ain have a co~"~on a.lign
ment unu closely follow t 11e exis tint. ali,PT1];-I~~nt to the end of the }lroj ect, \;:1ich is at 
,.;orris. '1110' surface width of this proj e'et on any alteITL::1.te will be 40 fcct. ',lith tl'!O 
12-foot driving lanes nnd 8-foot s!ioulders. It is pos:~ible t~-;at clin~)in:~ lones ;';~y 
be adJeJ to portions of the v:wious altenl;-ttcs oet',"ccn apprOXil!l3te Stations 15:'<lO to 
400+00. In this case the surfnce width Hould he 48 feet "'ith hiO l2-foot dTiviT~1~ Innes 
with a 4· foot shoulder in the upgrade direction and one 12- foot drivir.~: l.1~le 1.j t 1, an 
8- foot sboulder in t~le d01m~~rnde direction. The p.kl:dF:U11l grarlc to be: uscu on the new 
construction will be nbout 6. O~ as cOJ:iparcd to the 7. oro grade ,'.'hic!l nOh' exists on 
portions of tJlis section of hi~'.ln'ray. At the sum'lit it is proposed that no cut or a very 
shallOl'" cut will be used to help alleviate snow problcr.1S. 

The "no~huild" alternative Hould leave the present facilities as they ('xist. Although 
the present facility is a two-lana r(l~~d,,'ay there is a need for illlprOvf<d safety and ef
fic;icncy. TIle cxistin(; roach'laY has a mrr01: surface Hidth, steep p"ac1cs, shnrp curves, 
poor sight distnnce, anJ is a r13intcllJnce prohlC'r'l in the winter. In e:e Hinter, large 
runotmts of driftillg snOH reCiuircs tt.f~ rO~1(l to be contj lltlally plo'dcd nC:lr t!w SlJ.:7,:i t. 
Clos~rC's of t 1

'3 l'OaJ due to this snow dri ftin!: cond i tion llavc occllrreJ. This carll: i tion 
\\uulcl not be ch:1!~t.:eJ it the no-build alternate \\'ere selected. 

There I-.'ill he son:e short-tern uses of the environ,'1ent duril1f~ the C01lstnlctiC'n of 
this proj cct, hOh'cver, we expect the:ll to lw insignificant. After c();lstrllction, the' 
flo\ll of traffic will L'C' i:r:t,royC':l 'Llut t},,~ OVCLlll tratfic p~lttcrns '\,ill flot ci~l'~~ c. 
~l:ln;·I,'.:,l(> [eate:r:'::> tLJt Hill be tcJ:CTl to In.:iLt tLis rroject arc loCJtcd jrl ;';orris ;.nd 
are n c,)u;'l(' ('1' oJd hlljh~ill~:'s ll'sI?,'! for storZi[:e .. \bo one dl.dJ L~f'. in :"orris ,.~11 L:1.\'e 
to be taL0TI or relocated. 111C5C l'lrildjngs arc on the left, or \,r:'st side, of ccrctcrline. 
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The effect on natural featurcs will be insif,nificn.nt. 'nlC construction rroc('~:, 
could disrupt the area nnd cnuse sor:e traffic delay, ho','.'evcr, this will he short 
lived and last only as long as it tal:es to co~)lete the necessary work. 

The long-term effect will be the provision of a safe and efficient transportation 
facili ty for the traveling public. 1\1 thDW;h access to so;w land may be ilTtprovcd, we 
do not expect this to cause any significant change in land usc. 

6. IRRLVERSlnl..E A\IJ) rU~f.TRIrvABLE Cll ;·!I1NL\J'fS OF rs.SCXmCES 

Honoy, labor, road building materials, will he irretrievably cOT!'Jni ttcd to this 
project. The land that will be required for ri.eht-of-way will not be available for 
other use \.mless a demand ereatcr tTh'1n tho roacl\'lay requires a chfmge in land use. The 
eomnitment of social and cultural resources Hill be insignificant. 'I11ere does not 
appear to be any major irreversible cor.rrnitr.1ent of resources that "rouJd significantly 
affect the envirorunent in the area of the project. 111en:foro, the use of money, labor, 
and materials is considered to bo justifiecl as it will provide a TlU.lCh needed improved 
highway facility to serve the traveling public. 

7. BASIS FOR DETI1'J,nN.t\TION 

The attached "Letter of Intent" Has sent to all persons and agencies considered to 
have an interest in the project. The mailing list is included \'Ii th the letter. Fol
lowing the letter are all tho COlTUnents tbat were received. Also attached is an auto
screen print of the project. 

Based on the foreg6in/?, it is our opinion that the discussed project altem..1.tive 
do not significantly affect the envirorunent and \Vill not bo a major action. 

The return of one signed copy of this Agency Impact Determination :indicating your 
concurrence will be appreciated. 
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ee: J. R. Beckert 
D. D. Arl~lerson 
R. E. Ch.1."::pion 
S. C. Kologi 
K. F. ~;l\oog 
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Very truly yours, 

H. J. ANDERSON 
DlRECfOR OF IlIGln'lAYS 

, /l j21:~:_ ,.' 'c /)' /? / / 
By i' '/ ,/ 1, 7; J' J ~, (" / , ~,1> /(~~IJ 

Step wn c. 1\0 Ogl, 15. E., (,mof ./ 
Prcconstluction Bureau 

I concur 
-~';--q--~.' l· .... - ... --~---r-I!. I,. Stehnrt, )l\rl~:i().l :_.l~:lnC?r 

fcdc-ral Highh':.ly :\llrli.nis tl':1 don 
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