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Gentlemen:

This Agency Impact Determination is being submitted for your approval on
Federal Aid Projgct RF 171 (16), Norris Hill.

At present there are three (3) alternates, in addition to the no-build
alternate, which are being considered for construction of this project as
shown on the attached autoscreen print.

These alternates are:

1. West Line

2. Alternate of the West Line
3. Fast Line

Further discussion of these alternates will be covered under Item #4.

1. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS AND ITS SURROUNDING ARFA

The proposed project is located in Madison Coumty, between the commmities of
McAllister and Norris. The attached maps, Lxhibits A and 5, show the location of

the project with respect to both the entire State and the towns of I'mnis, McAllister,
Norris and Harrison.

The project will involve about 9.0 miies of roadway from McAllister, which is ap-
proximately 6.5 miles north of Fnnis, to Norris. This section of highway is a part
of Federal Aid Primary Route 13, U. S, 287.

The purpose of the project is to improve the safety and efficiency of this section
of higlway through reconstruction. As stated in the Department of liighways letter of
Intent dated March 27, 1974 (copy attached), the existing highway is in poor conlition
as it is narrow with a 20 foot to 22 foot surface width, has steep grades and sharp
curves, poor sight distance, and is a maintcnance problem in the winter due to snow
drifting across the present traveled way.
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The new higlway would be built as a two-lane facility utilizing two 12-foot
driving lanes with 8-foot shoulders giving a surface width of 40 feet,

As shown on the attached autoscreen print the majority of the project passes
through grazing land along with some cultivated farm land. The exception to this
is at the end of the project, through Norris, where the centerline would closely
follow the existing centerline of the highway.

2. PROBABLE IMPACT

The major impact of this project will be to provide a safe and cfficient highway
facility that will adequately serve the traveling public., Most of this project can
be built without major disruptions to the flow of traffic. New right-of-way will be
required for the project. The Fast Line would require about 161 acres of new right-
of-way. Either the Vst Line or the Alternate of the Vest Line would require about
140 acres of new right-of-wey., The standard right-of-way width, for a rural primary
highway, is 160 feet, 80 feet each side of centerline.

At this time, it appears that one (1) family and their dwelling along with three
{3) buildings used for storage will be displaced as a result of this project., These
buildings are on the left, or west side, of centerline at about Station 512+00 to 518+
00. The Department of lighways has right-of-way procedures including relocaticn assist-
ance that will be available to any displaced persons. Also, no one will be displaced
until adequate replacement housing has been obtained.

No historical sites, natural landmarks, parks, recreation areas, or wildlife or
waterfowl arcas will be affected by this project.

This project should have minimal, if any, effect on the economy of the area except
possibly during construction. Construction should aid short-term employment in the
area which in turn will benefit the area businesses.

3. PROBABLE ADVERST IMPACTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

Some water pollution may eccur during construction. lowever, efforts will be made
to keep this pollution to a minimum. The Montana Department of Mighways Standard
Specifications contain certain provisions pertaining to this matter that the contractor
will have to follow. Interim erosion control measures will also be incorporated into
the project during construction. Also, the contractor will be required to adhere to
all state and national laws regarding this matter.

Although air pollution is expected to be increased during construction, some abate-
ment of this will be provided by requirements in the standard specifica fons and special
provisions, Watering and similar means will be included to alleviate the dust problems
associated with highway construction.

The Department of I'ealth and Imvironmental Sciences has reviewed the subject project.

They stated, 'We have reviewed the plans of the referenced project and find there sheould

be no adverse cffects on air quality from the construction of this project. Ve Inow of
nothing existing or planned that would adversely alfect the project in air quility con-
siderations. We assue that usual precautionswill be taken during construction to pro-
tect the environment {rom excessive dust and that any clcaring and crubting will be
done according to current specifications.' A copy of this response to the letter of
Intent is attached.
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Future noise pollution will not be a detrimental factor on this project. Uising
the NCIRP Report 117 method (copy of analysis attached - TNGIBIT €) it was found
that the future Lyn noise level is ahout 71+ dPA.  Although this exceeds ths 70 (IPA
allowable, the difference would hardly Lo discernible and the nr0)~ct10n ig bezced on
the arnmmt of noise created by present-day vehicles., Vehicles of the future mav create
less noise than present day vehicles.

4. ALTIRGATES

In addition to the no-build alternate, several alternates arc being considerad for

this project and are shown on the attaclied copy of the project autoscreen, ‘ihe alter- .

nates are:

Alt. 1 =  West Line
Alt, 2 =  Alternate of the Vest Line
Alt, 3 =  Last Line

Mternates 1, 2, and 3 have an essentially cormron alignment, as shown on the at-
tached auLoscreen print, from the beginnine of the project at HcAllister to about
Station 150+00 just south of the “orris /lill Swmmit. From the summit north to ap-
proximately station 400+00 of the Iast Line, the alternates diverge to two soparate
alignments, Alternates 1 and 2 being on the west side of the existing hishway and the
main drainage and Alternate 3 beinc on the east side of the drainave and east cf the
existing highway. From Station 400400 ahead the alternates again Jave a conwmon align-
ment und closely follow the existing aliemment to the end of the project, which is at
horris. The'surface width of this project on any alternate will be 40 feet, with two
12-foot driving lanes and 8-foot shoulders. It is possible that clirmbins lones may
be added to portions of the various alternates between approximate Stations 150+00 to
400+00. In this case the surface width would be 48 feet with two 12-foot driving lanes
with a 4-foot shoulder in the upgrade direction and one 12-foot driving lane with an
8-foot shoulder in the downerade direction. The maximam grade to be used on the new
construction will be about 6.0% as compared to the 7.0% grade which now exists on
portions ol this section of highway. At the sumit it is proposed that no cut or a very
snallow cut will be uscd to help alleviate snow problems.

The ''no~build" altermative would leave the present facilities as they cxist. Although

the present facility is a two-lane roadway there is a need for improved safety and ef-
ficiency., The existing roadway has a narrow surface width, steep grades, sharp curves,
poor sight distance, and is a maintenance problem in the winter. In the wintcr, large
amounts of drlftlnv snow requires the road to be cont:nually plowed near the suniit,
Closurcs of t2 roud due to this snow drifting condition have occurred. This condition
would rot be changed if the no-build altermate were sclected.

5. RUIATIONERTE BINVEN SHORT TIRM USE AND LONG TERM PRODUCTTIVITY

There will be some short-term uses of the environment during the constructicn of
this projcct, however, we expect them to be insignificant. Attcr construction, the
flow of traffic will “ﬁ 1v“rovgl but thz overell tratfic patterns vill not cianie,
Mompade featurcs that will be taken to build this project are located in Norris and
arc a couwple of old haildings used for storare. Also one dwelling in Noxris wil1 kave
to be talen or relocated, These buildings are on the left, or west side, of centerline,




Page ¢

The effect on natural features will be insignificant.

The construction process

could disrupt the area and cause sone traffic delay, however, this will be short
lived and last only as long as it takes to complete the necessary work.

The long-term effect will be the provision of a safe and efficient transportation.

facility for the traveling public.

Althoush access to sore land may be improved, we

do not expect this to cause any 51pn1f1cant change in land use.

6. IRREVERSIPLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COUSITMINTS OF RESOURCES

Money, labor, road building materials, will be irretrievably committed to this

project.

The land that will be required for ripht -of- -way will not be available for

other use unless a demand greater than the roadway recuires a change in land use. The

comitnent of social and cultural resources will be 1n41vn1f1cant

There does not

appear to be any major irrveversible commitment of resources that would significantly

affect the enviromment in the area of the project. Thercfore, the use of money, labor,
and materials is considered to be justificd as it will provide a much needed improved
highway facility to serve the traveling public,

7. BASIS FOR DETTRMINATION

The attached ''Letter of Intent" was sent to all persons and agencies considered to

have an interest in the project.

The mailing list is included with the letter. Fol-

lowing the letter are all the comments that were received. Also attached is an auto-

screen print of the project.

Based on the foregoing, it is our opinion that the discussed project alternative

do not significantly affect t

the environment and will not be a major action,

The return of one signed copy of this Agency Impact Determination indicating your

concurrence will be appreciated.
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cc: J. R, Beckert w/attach.
D. D. Anderson "
R, E. Chapion "
S. C. Kologi "
K. F. Skoog "
R, C, Holmes "
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Very truly yours,

H. J. ANDERSON
DIRECTOR OF HIGIINAYS

. / 7/
By ) /? -’ /{/ R (/;/ » // //f/
Stepbcn C. nologi, P. K., \nlef

Preconstruction Bureau
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