
Enviromental Quail ty Council 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MJntana 59601 

Gentlaren: 

STATE Of MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

November 25 , 1975 

H J ANDERSON 
OI'l[CTOII Of' I1IG",.U$ 

~ REPlY REFEIii TO 

RS- 357 (12) 
Val ier - Fast 

Attached for your infornation, are boO (2) oopies of the Pqerv:::y 
Inpact Detennination for the alxwe project, as approved by the Federal 
Highway Administration. 

32- SCl<:nq 
Enclosures 

cc: K. F. Skoog 

1'1-", "".E '1._". ,. '~h .. -...... , lu'" . , 2& •• _ • n 1 

Very truly yours , 

H. J . ANDEI1SON 
DIRECroR OF HIGHWAYS 

,Ii/ . 
FSy/fifrJL~e g&(''tU' 

Stepher(C. Kologi , P . E., Chi~~ 
Precx:mstruction Bureau 

GEORGE ~lJCAOjO~I(" ••• ~ •• 

"".' 
P L BACHELLER BAHEI! LARSON 

all --. • .. ".- .. 
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THOMAS l JUDGE 
GOV(ll~OIl 

- ..-- ' -

STATE OF MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 
- ~.~--. 

u. S . Depart:rrcnt of TrWlSiX'~-tation 
Federal Iligm",y Mninistration 
501 North Fee 
Helena, M:mtrula 59601 

GenUerrcn, 

HELENA, I;lONTANA 59601 

October 15, 1975 

OB 30.22 A3 

H J ANDERSON 
DIII[C TOIi Of "'C; .. ",.o.Y5 

RS-357 (12) 
Valier - East 

'!his is to re;aues t your concurrence thJ.t the follo.ving Agency Inpact 
Determination is appropriate for the subject project. 

1. llE'ffi_NI\TIO~ OF ~!JE PRJPC>3ID lIlGl-rr'/AY n<PIUJEl'·= IIhl) IT'~ SURIDUI'ITJEGS 

'lhe prop:>sed project is locatEd. in Pondera County on Federal Al.d Secon
dary FDute 216. It will begin on tile east mge of Valier I a srcall tam of aOOut 
600 people, and extend easterly to,..·ard 1-15 along FAS 216 for approxiJrately 7 
miles. The attached I\'\r::1P has the location of the project sha.m thereon. 

'n1e work to be pe.rfonned will consist of grading , drainage, plant nux 
surfacing, signing , and striping . 'n1e n\lll'erous irrigation f acilities l.l1 the 
vicinity of the project \vill be given special consideration ana. all necessary 
facilities \.,rill be perpetuated. '1\\'0 tracks of the t-bntana ~\'estern Railroad will 
00 crossed nc.:tr the begi..nni.ng of the project. 

Average present traffic vo11..IOOS and est.inatoo future volumes for the project 
are as fol l.ows, 

1975 Average Daily Traffic = 745 
2000 " " = 1514 
Design Hourly Vol~ = 209 
Distribution = 55-45% 
Trucks = 7.9% 

'Ihe future tr<'lffic volume of 1514 vehicles per day warrants a 40' v.·ide roacr...ay 
however, it has rot yet been determined. if this width will be used. Scuething 
~ rray be considered depending on the desires of the Porrlera County Ccm
missioners . 

(;(Ok(;[ yue,l .. oy , e .. c.".~ •• ....... 
, .. " .. It'" .. r~ .. to ........ I G ,. COON(l P \. II,lC"hL[" 

• 
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"lbis will TDt be a controlled access higm.:ay and all existing apprre.c.~ 
will be perpetuated if reeded. 

The l..urrl in the vicinity of the D::Ojcct is generally flat to rolli..."'1g ar.d 
is devoted alr.ost e>a::lusivcly to irrigGltec.l fru:mi.ng . although a s-all aITC'-,!"t is 
used for grClZing cattle. Ime:at, barley, and oots arc 'tile main ~s gro .. :n i.'J t.~ 
area. Lake .F.ro.nces is located a slDrt clistance to the south and ',:est of the ?IOj ect. 

The existing higBYay is in very pcor condition and badly in need of re::"On
s truction. 'l'h2reiore , the rrajor iJrpact of this project \.ri.ll be u> ?:rrn1i::e a IJev, 
.:iJq:a:oved highvlaY facility tor the traveling public. 'll1e pn~J social ar:::5. e::::o;-anic 
inpact of the project will be tl1e provision of a tetter liP.k Le-o.·:ee..'1 Val..le::- ern 
Interstutc 15. School bus routes , nail routes , grcin hauling rC'..1tcs , access to b'1e 
recreational facilities at Ia.1ce Fran.....'"'e5 , etc., \.;ill re <;rcaUy ~. 

1\ltOOugh the e.:·:.isting right-of-\·;ay is quite \-.'ide . rangi.r:g fran 9C ' to 120 ', 
right-of-\vay Wl.ll still 00 required throughout the le:-.sth of t.'1~ project. '!!":.e tDtal 
take is not expxted to exceed 20 acres . 'lhe rrajority of tJ"o.is 20+ acres nee::~ f or 
rlght-of"'""Na.y will be e."risting fcmnl.and tnat ",ill t:e ~~cn out of-pnxiuction. 

lb relocation is anticipatEd for t:'1e project. 

The a ttached letter fron the :'Dntana r.:epartr..c..~t of ris.'t an:::l ~ indiC2tes 
that the proJect will oot h.=lve any substa..." tial effect on fish or \'".riJdJj fe p.<:latat. 

lib historic sites, nab..!ral laOC!r:E.rks , or p:rks \·:ill !:e a£foctoo by the project. 
D.lB to the i....prm .. -ed access t. ... ..::!t ' ·.-ill be provwoo to Jake Fnmces , ' ·.ater-re.l.atai r ec
roation activities r.a~· 1nC!:""'cce. P.o:ess to religious, cultural, educational , re:reational, 
arw!l eitployrrcnt oppor tunities ,·rill be i:!~roved. . 

Since tile proj ect docs rot cross any r i vers , s tremrs , or lakes , \\a:ter p::>llution 
is mt e.-<pectcd to l:e a probl EJ:l. 

Sare slight, te:t:orary, air p:Jl lution ,viU occur eunr..; ~ oonstruction process , 
~, this will be snort- liveC. and last oP~y as lcr.g as ~ project is uneo ..... construc
tion. 'l'1'c project is fDt in CXX"lflict ...... it.' tIle State' s 9lan f.o'!' a c:rievi.ng feeeral 2I':'.bient 
air quality staIX:.arCs arxl ":e C!9ree wit..i-J. the C:etel:;dnation of tt.e Depa.rt:r:91t of Heslth 
and Envirormaltal Sciences U:.at this project \\>i.il rot r..ave a significam: ac.'\'erse effect 
an air quality in the area (See att.a.ch2C letter) . ;.~so. tr.e project does rot r..eet t.."1e 
requ:i.rei:Cl'lts.!Or revieh' of projects as estaQl ; sned by the Ern.'i..~rr:enta1 Protection ~ency .. 
'}heir (Xlncern for air quality generally .i::egins ,·.hen t.:::e 10 year projocuC. traffic .mc:re.ased 
10, 000 vciuclcs per roy or "i1en tha 10 year projectOO traffic is 20 , 000 ve..ru.cles per day. 
'lhe 20 year projected traffic for this pLt'ject is only 151': ~cles per day ",tUcil is 
considerabl y less than U''\ ' 5 f igures. 
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During the oonstruction phase of the project, there will have to be SCIre 

disruption in the fl(]l;) of traftic. '!here will uncbubtedly be serre delays and 
possibly a fei short detours. 

Erosion should not be a serious problem on the project as penranent erosion 
control rrca:::u['cs will be incoIIX>ratc::d into the design an:] tcTtx>rary pro",~siOT'.s will 
be used wherever necessary during oor.struction . Also. ilisturoee areas \-all be seroed 
as soon as possibl e after they have been disturbed. 

One person of Irrlian descent l~ves adjacent to the project and It rray be 
necessaxy to purchase adcii tional risht-of-\'Jay fran his property . The i.r.pact on this 
mirority is not e..'<J?Cctcxl to be significant. 

'!be majority of the land along this pl."'Oject can be considered to t.e undeveloped. 
in reg.:1rd to noise fXJllution since it is alrrost all devoted to farrnins . 'Ihe only noise 
sensitive ilr eU-.c:; ""here the standards will a~ply are at the several hc~sites locat.ed 
adjacen t to the project. 'Ihese hornesites would fit not 1.:m1 use category B \o:hich has 
an allo.-.rablc future noise level of 70 dBA . . /\l1 ana.lysis of future r.oise levels indicates 
that a house "''Quld have to be t ... ithin 50 feet of the .£ ot the rca6·.ray 1::efcre me allOtvable 
wise levels Hould re exca..--.cjed . Si..r!ce our standard secondary rignt-of- v;ay width provides 
60 feet on C.1.cl\ side of £, He do rot e>..-pect the all~.'able noise le'"vels to be exceErled at 
Drrf of the b :mcs adjacent to the project. 

3. POOIl.1'U3I..I: '\OVERSE npIK .. 'TS hmOI Cl'.l.a\01' BE AVOIDED 

Ne.ol right-of- way will re required which \ViII take approximately 20 acres ot 
fannland out of production . 

Sc::rro tcnp::>raI)' air 1X>ll ution will occur during constn!ction. 

The flo. ... of traffic will re d i srupted \.mile the project is under oonst:ru:::tion 
and detours and delays roy be necessary . 

SCIre short tinle disruption nay be necessary while roving any conflicting utilities. 

One minority l':'Iay be affected by the project , Inwever, the 1ICp3.ct Hill not l:e 
very groat since at nest , it will require the taking of a snall ar.ount of his property 
for right-of-way . 

It is est.in'ated that construction of the project \\'ill require the consrnption of 
Blx>ut 200, 000 gallons of diesel fuel and 25, 000 gallons of gas:>l.ine . 

'lbtal estimated cost of the project is e>:pected to be i:!x:lut $1,500,000 . 

8. lII:mmNITS 

'l1le possibility of studying a l ternate l ines for the project \\'35 given serious 
CXlnSi6eration. ho,\"ever , no oetailed or fOIlTUl studi~ were m:cie for several reasons . 
By followi..ng the presC"1t roacn·.ay, which has 6:cellent alignmcr.t . \ ... e can rrake use of 
the existing r.lght-of-\~a.y and thereby drastically cut da.·m on the arrount of ne.~' 
right-of - \,ay needed for the no" roacfl..ay. Also , by folloding the present P.1gi1h-ay, 
we will not J.::c changl.n.) the loc:a.l access patterns and. \ ... ill I'lQIt require any n,s ... 
access roads as could be necessary on a nE!W a lignment. Service provided to the 
local filD'l&s will still le as gocxi as f'I:M e>;.ists. For these reasons , it 
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was not considered feasible to pursue any alternate l ines for ulis project . 

111e "no-build" alternate h'3S given some consideration, however, the existing 
road is badly in need of recons truction ulle to serious break-up problems that occur 
every year. 1110 Pandora County COlimissioncrs have indicated their desire to have this 
roaen·my rcblul t, sillce ther hnve assi~11Cd it as their Illunber one priority after the 
Conrad-I\'est project. Therefore, the "no-build" alternate had to be dropped. 

9 . TI lE I~ELJ\T!oXSllrp r.[l1\'EL~ LOCAL SHOilT-TEr~·1 USES OF ~II\N ' S G\vIROi'NE.\'r AMl 
M~lN'lb,,\'\CI: ,\.'lJ L~ .. ",);Cnll ~;r OF LOXG-Tm'·j PROL'UCTl V rl'\' 

l11crc Hill be some short-tenn uses of the environment durjng the construction of 
this project, hONever, we expect them to be inSignificant. 111C flow of traffic Hill be 
greatly improved but the overall traffic patterns Hill not d1<lnge. No manmade features 
will be to-ken to build this project , exccpt tor the cxisting highHay facilities and 
possibly a garage and some sheds . The natural fcatures that lI'ill he affected are in
significant. ]hc construction process will disrupt the area and cause some traffic 
delay, however. this Kill be short-lived and last only as long as it takes to complete 
the necessary work. The farmland that Ivill be taken out of pToduction will not be avail
able for agricultural use unless a demand greater than the highway causes a change back 
t o i t s present usc. 

TIle long-terr.l effect will he the provision of a safe and efficient transportation 
facility to serve the local people and the traveling public. 

10. lRREVEHSlDJ.E!\NO llU\r::TRHVIIRLJ: C())NITn,y],s or RESOURCES 

?--.'o resources othcr than rr.oney, labor. and road building material s Hill be ir
Totricv;lbly convllitted to tllis project . 'nle land that Ivill be required for right-of-way 
will not bc av;:nlable for other use LUlless a demand greater tlKtn the road\vay requires 
a coongc in land use . 'nle cOlfun itment at social and cultural reSources I.,.ill be i nsignifi cant. 
There does not appear to be any major irreversible conunitment of resources that would 
significantly affect the envlrorunent in the area of the project . Therefor e , the use of 
rrDney, labor) and material s is considered to be justified as it ,.,.ill provide a ruch needed 
higln'lay facility to servc the traveling public . 

11. COORllm\TlO)l 11'I11! OTIiF.RS 

TIle attached letter of intent Ivas sent to all persons and agencies that ,\'ere 
considcred to have a vital interest in the project. The mailing list is included in 
the letter. FollO\\'ing the letter of intent arc all the conunents that .... 'ere received . 

Other pertinent correspondence is also attached . 

MS1S FOlt AGL':cY I~tr,\CT DETER' Ir:>;'\TTO~ 

lklsed on the foregoing, it is fc] t th.:lt the proposed Cletion is not a major action 
and \dll not si&nific:mtlr affect the environment, thcrcfoJ'c ;In agency impact deter
ndnation is ~ppropriatc . 
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Your early return of onc signed copy of this statement \\'ill be appreciated . 

32-SC]( :KI'S:GLL:mg 
Attachments 

cc: J. R. 
1(, E. 
K. F. 
J. T. 
II. Il. 

Beckert 
Ch:mq)ion ~ 
Skoog ...-
Sullivan 
Flickinger 

Very truly yours , 

H. J. ANIlERSO~ 
DIRECTOR OF IIIGIII~~YS 

/,j1.. ,t' /f /, y j • 
By . f'7 , Jj. '- V 'V ( :tl-I 

top len . J\OlOgl , . E., Lhiet ,j 
Precons truction Bureau 
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