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Decision on Mt. Haggin

Montana government officials still
are. waiting for a U.S. Interior
Department decision on whether
the state will be allowed $1 million
from a contingency fund of the

U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Récreation-

(BOR). The money is needed to put
together a purchase of most of the
Mt. Haggin Ranch acreage, near
Anaconda. '

The state is to buy just over 54,000
acres of the ranch for $2.9 million.
That sum would be paid by the $1
million from- the BOR, plus a
- $450,000 contribution from the
state Fish-and Game Department
to be matched with an equal
amount from the federal govern-
ment. An additional $1 million
would be provided by the Nature
Conservancy, a national conserva
tion group. - . B

'In addition, the Mt. Haggin Ranch
purchase involves the U.S. Forest.
Service, which would buy almost
59,000 acres for another $2.1
“million. : '

‘Nature Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy, referred
~to in the above editorial and in
news articles about the Mt. Haggin
Ranch purchase, is an organization
' that merits further attention. It

_has, in cooperation with the state:

Fish and Game Department and
the U.S. Forest Service, put the
ranch land transaction togetherf_

\

The Nature Conservancy, in exis-
tence for 25 years, is said to be the
' largest private conservation group

dealing in land. It has been" re-
_sponsible for acquiring about
900,000 acres of land. Yet few
people here know much about it.

Tom Horobik, president of the
Montana Wilderness Association,
. explains that in the state the con-
servancy is a “fairly new arrival.”
It has done extensive work in’ the
East and on the West Coast.

The conservancy is a national non-
profit corporation that works to
preserve environmentally impor-
“tant ‘areas. It does this in three
ways: oo ‘

—It accepts land as gifts, from in-
dividuals and corporations;

—It identifies a threatened area,
buys it and manages it as a
preserve, and

—It purchases land and holds it for
» governmental agencies to
repurchase later. This is where the
Nature Conservancy provides its
biggest service, since it can move
. more quickly to buy land than can
the government.- - .

In addition to working for
purchase of the Mt. Haggin Ranch,

the conservancy .is working in the_

~division

~ The transaction would be. sig-
‘nificant not only because it would

largest ever in Montana for

The ranch.acreage is valued
because most of it is pristine a
pine country that is threatened ,
into  ‘“‘ranchettes.
Purchase of it would limit
development to recreational use
such as hiking, fishing, hunting ¢r
Cross-country skiing.

preserve a primitive area, but alss |
because of the acreage involved.
Both the Fish and Game Depari-
ment and the Forest Service |
purchases would be among . th
! those }
agencies. ;

Most people, both in state goverrn=-
ment ‘and in conservation groups, !
expect the Interior Department’s
decision on the BOR contingency
fund to be favorable. Let’s hope
they aren’t  -‘unpleasantly
surprised.

Gallatin Valley, Also in Montana,
it has: s

—Purchased land on behalf of the
Forest Service in the Crazy Moun-
tains, , S
—Purchased 'an acreage witk
Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir
the Lubrecht experimerital forest
for use by the University of Mon- |
tana forestry school,

—Purchased the Beartooth Ranch"
in Cascade and Lewis and Clark |
_counties for use as a state wildlife
area,and

—Purchased - 98 acres of flat.
-meadow in Sweetgrass County te |}
protect a habitat for the rare
black-tailed prairie dog.

One bther important project: The.
conservancy has worked in Mis

soula County to create a river con
servation = and  recreation
management plan to protect land
along the Blackfoot River for 47
miles.

Those people unfamiliar with the |
“Nature Conservancy should not be |
surprised. It works quietly
‘without much publicity, especially
when it is considering an area to |
purchase. It does not want to en-
courage land speculation, which i
could push the price out of the .
conservancy’s reach.

The conservancy provides an in-
valuable service to government
agencies involved with land trans-
actions. But its primary service is
to the American public by helping
indentify and protect those areas
where preserving plant and animal |
life would be more beneficial than }
commercial or residentialj
development.




March 16, 1976

Mr. James H. Posewitz, Administrator
Enviromnment and Information Division
Montana Department of Fish and Game

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Jim,

I have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Acquisition
of the Mt. Haggin Ranch (FG-27) dated January 9, 1976 and the addendum to
that dated February 18, 1976 which serves as the final EIS.

The draft statement fully complies with the requirements of the Montana Envir-
onmental Policy Act.

As you recall, Loren Bahls, Don Hyyppa, you, and I met on February 11, 1976 to
“review the process the Department of Fish and Game should undertake on pre-
paring a final EIS. The draft EIS was widely circulated, a full hearing was
conducted in Anaconda on February 2 and comments were entertained until
February 10, 1976. At our meeting we reviewed with you the nature of the
comments received both at the hearing and by mail. We emphasized that what
the final EIS should contain is a description of the action to be taken, clear
replies to substantive issues raised either at the hearing or by mail, and in-
corporation into the final document of any new,: pertinent information obtained
from persons reviewing the draft EIS. If, in the Department’s judgment, these
items could be handled satisfactorily (i.e., nothing was discovered that sig-
nificantly altered the contents of the draft, then the draft could constitute
the final), it need not be reissued as a final EIS, and an addendum responding
to the issues raised and outlining clearly the action to be taken would comply
with MEPA. This is consistent with Rule IV(3)(f)and (g) of the EQC's Uniform
?g;gs for Environmental Impact Statements, approved by the Council on May 29,

(f) If the lead agency has given full and good faith consideration
to the envirvonment in its plans, if this 1s reflected in favor-
able comments from reviewers, and 1f the draft envirommental impact
statement represents the fullest possible compliance with the Act,
the draft environmental impact statement may be seen as satisfying
the requirement for a detailed statement. If the draft environ-
mental impact statement is sufficient, the lead agency must submit
to the Environmental Quality Council one copy of all comments re-
cefved on the draft environmental impact statement and at public
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 hearings, together with agency responses to comments, and formal
notification of the final agency decision on the proposed action.
Leadia,gencies must furnish the same information to all commenting
parties. '

(g) The lead agency shall determine, taking into account all comments
recefived on the draft environmental fmpact statement or at public
hearings, whether a final environmental impact statement is re-
quired for compliance to the fullest extent possible with the Act.

We have reviewed your addendum to FG-27 and believe that 1t represents "good
faith" compliance with the requirements of the Act and serves adequately as
the final EIS in the Mt. Haggin Ranch acquisition.

The Department's excellent analysis of the acquisition 1ssues and the dis-
cussion of the manner by vwhich the Department intends to manage the facility
~should strengthen significantly the State's case for obtaining BOR funds.

Best regards,

JOHN W. REUSS
Executive Director

JWR/mb .
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Mr. John Reuss, Executive Director
Environmental Quality Council
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear John:

On January 9 the Montana Department of Fish and Game
circulated a draft environmental impact statement for the acquisition
of the Mt. Haggin Ranch. This impact statement was identified as FG-27
and distributed to the individuals and agencies identified on the
attached mailing list.

In addition, a public hearing was held in Anaconda on February 2
for the purpose of taking additional testimony relative to the draft
environmental impact statement.. Following this distribution and hearing,
a summary of, and response to, comments received was prepared on
February 11, 1976 - a document which is also attached. This summary of
comments and responses to comments has also been distributed to all indi-
viduals on the original mailing 1ist for their information.

We are presently of the opinion that none of the comments re-
ceived was of such substance or volume as to require the preparation of
a final impact statement; therefore, as discussed with you and your staff,
we have concluded that a final impact statement need not be drafted and
circulated.

Since we have your tentative concurrence on this decision, we
will assume that your office agrees with this conclusion. '

Sincerely, ,x/’f~t> ﬂ
,»'///j . -
\ A7l //k \_'?"Le{.{/”x

James A. Posewitz, Administrator__
Environment and Information Divisio

JAP/sd
Encs

cc: U. S. Forest Service
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation




DISTRIBUTION
FEDERAL AGENCIES AND CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Honorable Mike Mansfield

Office of the Majority Leader

United States Senate

Washington, D. C. 20510 . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢« ¢ o o o o o o &

Honorable Lee Metcalf
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510 . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o ¢ o &+ o o o o« o =

Honorable Max Baucus
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515 . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o & ¢ o« o .

Honorable John Melcher
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515 . . . . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o & .

U. S. Forest Service
Region 1 Headquarters, Regional Forester, Missoula,
MT 59801, Attn: Warren I1li . . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ « o « o &
Deerlodge National Forest, Supervisors Office, Butte,

MT 59701, Attn: Ron Hanson . .« .« ¢ ¢ « o « o o o o o =
Beaverhead National Forest, Supervisors Office, Dillon,
MT 59725 . . ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o o o o = e e e e e e e e e e e

Director, Wildlife and Fish, U. S. Forest Service
Regional Office, Missoula, MT 59801, Attn: Ed Schneegas

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, P. 0. Box 25387, Denver

Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225 . . . . . « « . .« .
Bureau of Land Management, 316 North 26th, Billings, MT

59101, Attn: Ed Zaidlicz, State Director . . . « « « ¢ « =«
Soil Conservation Service

Deer Lodge, MT 59722 . . . ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢ v o o o o o o o o o o =

P. O. Box 970, Bozeman, MT 59715, Attn: Van K. Haderlie .
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

711 Central Avenue, Billings, MT 59102, Attn: Burt Rounds .

Federal Aid Assistance, Washington, D.C. 20240, Attn:

Keith Schreiner, Assoc. Director . . ¢ . « o o o o o o =
STATE AND COUNTY AGENCIES
Office of the Governor . . . ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ &« v « o o o o o s s s+ =
Environmental Quality Council, Attn: John Reuss, Executive
Director . . & & i e i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s
Dept. of Natural Resources and Conservation, Attn: Gary
Wicks, Director . . . ¢ v & 4 v &« & o o o o o o o o o« « o
Dept. of HIighways . . « « o v ¢ o ¢ o o« o o o+ o o o o o s =« =
Dept. of Natural Resources, Div. of Forestry, Cable Road,
Anaconda 59711, Attn: Jim Greene . . . .« « « « o o o o » =
Deer Lodge County Commissioners, Anaconda 59711 . . . . . . .
Silver Bow County Commissioners, Butte 59701 . . . . . . . .
Madison County Commissioners, Virginia City 59755 . . . . . .
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Jefferson County Commissioners, Boulder 59632 . . . .
Beaverhead County Commissioners, Dillon 59725 . . . . .
Powell County Commissioners, Deer Lodge 59722 e e e e .
Granite County Commissioners, Philipsburg 59858 . . . .
Dept. of Health and Environmental Sciences, Air Quality

Bureau, Attn: David Maughan . . . . . . « « <« .+ & . .
Dept. of Health and Environmental Sciences, Environmental
Sciences Div., Attn: Tom Ellerhoff . . . . . . . .

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology, Directors Offlce,
Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology
Butte 59701 . . ¢ &« o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 2 = =

Dept. of Fish and Game, Attn: Wes Woodgerd, Director . .

Dept. of Community Affairs, Attn: Ron Richards, Director

Dept. of Education, State Library . . . . e o e o o s
Dept. of Agriculture, Attn: George Lackman, Director . .
Dept. of Livestock, Attn: Les Graham, Director . . . . .

Dept. of State Lands, Attn: Ted Schwinden, Director . . .

ORGANIZATIONS

Student Environmental Research Center, University of

Montana, Missoula 59801 . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o« o @
Montana Wood Products, Assoc., Savings Center Bldg.,
Missoula 59801, Attn: William Kirkpatrick . . . . . .

The Wilderness Society, Western Regional Office, 8620
E. Evans, Denver, Colorado 80222

The Anaconda Co., Metallurgical Div., P. O. Box 1561,

Anaconda 59711 . . . . . . e e s e e a4 s e e e e e
The Anaconda Co., Len Powell, Reglonal Manager,
Metallurgical Div., Butte 59701 e s o o o e s o s e e o

Nature Conservancy, Northwest Office, 1234 N.W. 25th
Ave., Portland, Oregon 97210, Attn: Kenneth R. Margolis
Northwest Director . . . . e ¢ o e+ o o o & » o =

Nature Conservancy, Natlonal Offlce, 1800 N. Kent St.,
Arlington, Virginia 22209, Attn: G. Jon Roush,
Executive Vice President . . . . . . . . . . o .

Deer Lodge Valley Conservation District, P. O Box 725
Deer Lodge 59722, Attn: John Hollenback Chairman . .

Montana Stockgrowers Assn., P. O. Box 1693, Helena 59601,
Attn: Mons Teigen, President . . . . . . . « « .« o .+ &

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Office of
Compliance, P. O. Box 25085, Denver, Colorado 80225,
Attn: Louis S. Wall, Asst. Director . . . . . . . . .

Louisiana Pacific Lumber Co., Intermountain Div., Drawer
I, Couer d'Alene, Idaho 83814, Attn: Elden R. Knauf,

Division Manager . « « ¢ « ¢ o o o o o o o + o o o o
Campground Owners Assoc., Care of Ken Bailey, Bailey's

Landing, Somers 59932 . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ 4 4 o e e 4 e e e .
Montana Wilderness Assoc., Care of Thomas Horobik,

4000 4th Ave. N., Great Falls 59401 . . . . . . . . .
Montana Wildlife Federation, Care of Dr. Harry McNeal,

Montana State University, Bozeman 59715 . . . . . . .
Environmental Information Center, P. O. Box 12,

Helena 59601, Attn: Bill Cunningham . . . . . . . . .
Northern Rockies Action Group, 9 Placer, Helena

59601, Attn: Bill Bryan . . « « « « o o o « o o o o
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Friends of the Earth, Box 882, Billings 59103, Attn:

Ed Dobson . . . « « « .« . . e e e e e e e e s s e
Center for the Public Interest P 0. Box 931, Bozeman,
59715, Attn: Rick Applegate . . . . . e e e e & o

Northern Great Plains Resources Council, Stapleton
Bldg., Billings 59101, Attn: Kit Mueller . . . . . .
Montana Guides and OQutfitters Assn., Box 1158, Living-
ston 59047, Attn: Bob Hart e e e e e e e e e e
Society for Range Management, Int'l Mountain Sec., 1900
324, Great Falls 59401, Attn: Geoffrey E. Greene .
Montana Woolgrowers Assoc., Box 1693, Helena 59601,
Attn: Bob Gilbert . o ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o o o 4 e e o o o o
Burlington Northern, 2902 Montana Ave., Billings 59101,

Attn: John Willard . . . . . . . . e e« e e & o
St. Regis Paper Company, Care of Prentlss -Hall Corp.,

26 W. 6th Ave., Helena 59601 . . . . . e e e s e
Montana Power Company, Butte 59701, Attn: Carl

Anderson . . . e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e

U. S. Plywood, Box 854 Helena 59601, Attn: Mike Holmes
Montana Sierra Club, 509 Hill Street, Missoula 59801,

Attn: Jean WarrYen .« ¢ « « o o o o s o o o o o o o o =
Trout Unlimited, RR 1, Box 140, Manhattan 59741, Attn:
Jim Handley , . ., ' bt b e s e s e e s e e e e e .

Trout Unlimited, Butte Chapter, 300 Colorado St.,
Butte 59701, Attn: Dick Williams . . . « « « o « « o =«
Anaconda Sportsmen's Club, 1217 W. 4th, Anaconda, 59711
Attn: L. F. Thomas, President . . . . ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ « o o« &
Beaverhead Sportsmen's Assoc., Box 762, Dillon 59725 . .
Gallatin Sportsmen's Assoc., 412 South 1llth, Bozeman
59715, Attn: Charles McGuire, President . . . . « . . .
Skyline Sportsmen's Assoc. and District 2, Wildlife
Federation, 39 City View Mobile Estates, Butte 59701,

Attn: Lee Masters e e o o o e 8 e o s e s+ & e o o o »
Prickly Pear Sportsmen's Assoc., Box 48, East Helena
59635 . . . . e e e e e e s . . « e e e e e e

Ravalli County Flsh and Wildlife Assoc., 823 W. Ravalli
St., Hamilton 59840, Attn: Stu Burns, President . . .
Western Montana Fish and Game Assoc., Box 1037, Missoula

59801 . . ¢ ¢ ¢ + o & o o e e e e o s s e s s+ e o
Pintlar Bowmen Club, Lost Creek Anaconda 59711, Attn:
Val Galle, Pre51dent .« . e e e o o c e s e & o o @
Silver Bow Archers, 1033 Lex1ngton, Butte 59701, Attn:
Ray McCardle, President . . . . . e e o s e o o o o
Silver Tip Bowmen, 933 Gladys, Mlssoula 59801, Attn:
Clarence Lester, President e o o o o & = e o o o o *

INDIVIDUALS

Manager, Mount Haggin Ranch, P. O. Box 640, Anaconda
59711 . & i . i et e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e .
W. M. O'Neil, (5285 Pinetree Drive, Miami Beach, Florida
33144), Care of Victor B. Neet, Van Schaack Co.,
624 17th St., Denver, Colorado 80202 . . . . . . « .« .
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Jack Atcheson, 3210 Ottawa, Butte 59701 . . e . e
John DeVine, Care of Ridgewood Realty, P. O. Box

621, 1111 1l4th St. S., Great Falls 59401 . . . . .
Don Aldrlch 410 Woodworth, Missoula 59801 . . . .
David Hupp, 3485 N. W. Raleigh, Portland, Oregon 97210
Frank W. Hazelbaker, P.O. Box 430, Dillon 59725 . .
John E. Healy, 624 W. Granite St., Butte 59701 . .
Robert E. Lee, 1945 Florida, Butte 59701 . . . . .
Neil J. Lynch, 2101 Harrison Ave., Butte 59701 . .

John E. Manley, Drummond 59832 . . . . e e e e e e
Sandy Mehrens, 206 Evergreen, Anaconda 59711 e e e o
Terry Murphy, Cardwell 59721 . . . . . e e e e .
Clarence R. Anderson, 333% E. Normal, Dlllon 59725 .
John H. Anderson, P.0O. Box 101, Alder 59710 . . . .

Joe Brand, 800 Montana Avenue, Deer Lodge 59722 . .
Robert J. Harper, 68 Missoula Ave., Butte 59701 . .
Joe F. Kanduch, Sr., Barker Creek, Anaconda 59711l. .

Robert F. Kelly, 1737 Florence, Butte 59701 . . . .
Al Luebeck, 2710 Amherst Avenue, Butte 59701 . . . .
John Lynch, 527 W. Mercury, Butte 59701 . . . . . .

William Menahan, 1304 W. 5th St., Anaconda 59711 . .
James T. Mular, 3015 Busch, Butte 59701. . . . . . .
Joe Quilici, 3040 Kossuth, Butte 59701 . . . « « o .

Adjacent Land Owners/Purchase Property
Lost Creek
John Vanisko, Route 1, Deer Lodge 59722 « o
Don Tamcke (Bros.), Route 1, Deer Lodge 59722 .
Penelope Cofirm, Route 1 S., Deer Lodge 59722 .
Patricia Vanisko, RFD 1, Deer Lodge 59722 . . . .
Ted and Lorenzo Jacobson, RFD 1, Deer Lodge 59722
Gary J. Launderville, RFD 1, Deer Lodge 59722
Albert Wagner, Antelope Gulch, Anaconda 59711
Robert W. Riley, Route 1, Anaconda 59711 . .
Clifford Galle, Lost Creek, Anaconda 59711 .
George Havens, Lost Creek, Anaconda 59711 .
Elisa Andreoli, 609 West 3rd, Anaconda 59711 . . .
Ed Dallasserra, Cable Road, Anaconda 59711 . . . .
Russell Jones, Box 13, West Valley, Anaconda 59711
Joe Verlanic, 414 Hickory St., Anaconda 59711 . .
Burlington Northern
T. C. Kryzer, Vice President, 401 Midland Bldg.,
Billings 59101 . . . . « « « .« . e . e .
S. C. Merryman, Vice President, Central Bulldlng,
800 3rd Ave., Seattle, Washington 98104 . . . . .
Continental Divide
H. E. Furgeson, Jr., P. O. Box 640, Anaconda 59711
Charles S. Ralston, Jr., Wise River 59762 . . . . .

Dell Bacon, Wise River 59762 . . . e e o e e .
Raymond and Hazel Spangler, Care of 170 West Granite
Butte 59701 . . . . ¢« « « ¢ o & . . e o .
Richard and Margaret M. Downing, P. O. Box 600, Deer
Lodge 59722 e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e

Robert and Juanita Periman, PO Box 104, Butte 59701

Arthur, William H. and Geraldine Peterson, Gregson
Springs via Star Route, Butte 59701 . . . . . .

Frank McGuinness, RFD 1, Box 70, Butte 59701 . . .

George and Angela Clayton, Care of Mrs. Frank Tonkin
2610 Kossuth, Butte 59701 . . . . . . . .

’

[

Kenneth and Ralph Duhame, Box 264, Walkerv1lle é9%0i
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Additional mailing distribution:

Wes Woodgerd

Fletcher Newby Willis B. Jones
James Posewitz Arthur C. Hagenston
Wynn Freeman Joseph J. Klabunde
Art Whitney W. Leslie Pengelly
Ralph Cooper S. S. Hegstad

Ron Holliday

Don Hyyppa

Ron Aasheim

Tom Hay

Jim Ford

LeRoy Ellig
Nels Thoreson
Roger Fliger
Dick Johnson
Keith Seaburg
Mike Frisina

By request:

Al Darr

Montana Standard
25 W. Granite
Butte, MT 59701

Leo Roland, Rt. 1, Box 238A, Anaconda 59711

Tom Williams, R.E. Dept., Montana Power Company, Butte 59701

James Webster, D.W. Litchfield & Associates, P.0. Box 41, Gold Creek, MT 59733
Ruth Koch, 1115 W. Porphyry, Butte 59701

Bob Johnson, 1520 19th St. S, Great Falls 59405

Raymond Johnson, Rt. #48, Anaconda 59711

Bob 0'Leary, 4655 Glass Drive, Helena 59601

Elmer E. Gless, Montana Tech., Butte 59701

Clark Pinkerton, 619 Hillsdale, Helena 59601

Cliff Merritt, Wilderness Society, 1901 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006
Mrs. Carolyn K. Tanner, 335 Bradley Ave., San Jose, CA 95128

Meridith Cronk, Van Vleck Real Estate, 355 S. Daniel Way, San Jose, CA 95128
Don Anderson, Mgr., Public Hearings Unit, Dept. of Highways, Helena 59601
George Chaffee, Box 124, Clancy 59634

Ted Baker, Wyoming Game and Fish, Box 1589, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002
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Persons added to mailing list as result of public hearing in
Anaconda on February 2, 1976:

Verne H. Ballantyne, P. O. Box 477, Bozeman 59715
Bill Quinn, 3015 Kossuth, Butte 59701

Robert C. Bishop, 1008 West Galena, Butte 59701
Bob Raisch, 1041 West Galena, Butte 59701

Ray Johnson, Route 48, Anaconda 59711

Darrell Scher, Opportunity 59711

Emmett Quinn, 1279 E. Oros Ave., Salt Lake City, Utah 84117
Tom Dudley, Lost Creek, Anaconda 59711

Stephen Williams, 2742 Argyle, Butte 59701

Tom Stanisich, 3467 Hannibal, Butte 59701

Joe McCarvel, 415 W. 3rd St., Anaconda 59711

W. H. Anderson, 1311 Walcor, Butte 59701

B. L. Calvert, 515 W. Gold, Butte 59701

Frank Lamb, 2507 Placer, Butte 59701

Mladen Babuch, 909 W. 4th St., Anaconda 59711
Daryel Dye, 722 Cedar, Anaconda 59711

Loyal Johnson, 907 W. 4th St., Anaconda 59711
Sally Morrison, 420 Maple, Anaconda 59711

John Larsen, 1938 Garrion, Butte 59701

William Blaskovich, 503 Locust St., Anaconda 59711
Bob Blaskovich, 503 Locust St., Anaconda 59711
Tony Novoro, 4% Washoe Park, Anaconda 59711
Larry D. Rattray, 613 Alder, Anaconda 59711
Patrick O'Donnell, 611 Alder, Anaconda 59711
Larry Pahut, 609 Oak, Anaconda 59711

Tom Lovell, 708 Hickory, Anaconda 59711

Robert Hurby, 514 Hickory, Anaconda 59711

Ken Bohlig, Box 71, Wisdom 59761

Ben Poston, 3008 Cable Road, Anaconda 59711
Michael Chandler, 4401 S. Ave. W., Missoula 59801
G. N. Sebby, Wise River 59762

John Asay, Route 5, Box 80, Deer Lodge 59722
Dennis Bacon, Star Route, Twin Bridges 59754

Ray Bacon, Wise River 59762

Bruce Bacon, Star Route, Twin Bridges 59754
Anton L. Nelson, 1814 Bank, Butte 59701

Charles L. Ouldhouse, 20 Washoe Park, Anaconda 59711
Steve Dave, 919 E. Commercial, Anaconda 59711
Ray Tarkalson, 215 Linden St., Anaconda 59711
Tim Magness, Cable Road, Anaconda 59711

Tony Schoenon, Box 2, Ramsay 59748

Robert Joronen, 608 Locust, Anaconda 59711
Leland Keele, West of Anaconda, Anaconda 59711

E. Maynard Smith, Glen 59732

R. S. McKay, 1914 West Park, Anaconda 59711
Anton J. PFPranklin, Anaconda 59711

Merle Johnson, Anaconda 59711

Craig Park, 217 Rumsey, Anaconda 59711

John Faust, 1732 Thornton, Butte 59701

Tom McKay, 1007 W. 3rd, Anaconda 59711
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Continuation of mailing list - persons added as result of public
hearing in Anaconda on February 2, 1976:

Tom Piercy, 5100 Warren, Butte 59701

Dan Fabich, 215 Elm, Anaconda 59711

Paul Brunner, 325 E. Broadway, Missoula 59801
Phil Ralston, Wise River 59762

George Kortum, 313 E. Front, Anaconda 59711

' George Hetherington, 4001 Fairway Drive, Butte 59701
John Fabich, West of Anaconda, Anaconda, MT 59711
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
Helena, Montana 59601

ATTACHMENT TO FG-27
'Environmental Impact Statement for the
Acquisition of the Mount Haggin Ranch
Summary of Comments and Responses to Comments

February 11, 1976 ‘ .

DISTRIBUTION

The original distribution of the draft statement was 167 copies.

In addition, 23 were sent upon request and 63 were available and
distributed at the public hearlng. Total distribution was approxi-
mately 253 copies.

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

The public hearing was held in Anaconda on February 2, 1976.
Approximately 150 people attended.

A total of 32 written communications were received as comments
through February 11, 1976. Of these, 20 supported the proposed
acquisition; 4 were against it; 5 were from individuals with some
common interest in the property or who had suggestions about the
future management and operations efforts after the acquisition.
The other 3 were from other agencies which provided routine minor
corrections or suggestions for additions to the statement. The
most significant was from the U. S. Forest Service who helped draft
the statement andwhose comments are discussed later. A number of
* the letters suppo Klng the proposal (and one which opposed) were
from representatives of large organizations who spoke for their
membership. Support also included a 500 name petition which was
presented at the hearing. Another petition containing 30 names
in support of the acqulsltlon was received later. During the
hearing, 13 people spoke in favor of and 4 spoke against the pro-
posed action. Others provided additional information or asked
questions.

Of the total 8 people who expressed opposition to the acquisition,
only one called into question the completeness or accuracy of

the draft statement. Other opponents to the acquisition were
concerned about the negative impacts of the action which were
already acknowledged in the draft statement.

Specifically, the challenge to the draft itself was that it did
not address the market value of the lost carrying capacity of the
ranch (2,250 animal unit-beef).




The draft does, in fact, address this loss, but in a different

form; i.e., (1) Lost tax revenue; (2) Lost employment; (3)
Lost income from ranch employees; (4) Expenditures for ranch

operations; and (5) Secondary losses to the local economy from
(2) above.

The revenue which would have been received from the lost beef

in addition to employment, taxes and operation costs, specifically
profits, would go to the out-of-state owner and would not accrue
to, or be spent in, Deer Lodge County.

Listed below are the objections voiced by those who opposed the
acquisition (but not the validity of the draft statement). Each
objection is followed by a response.

1. Obijection: Private land will be taken from the tax rolls,
thereby increasing the tax burden on the remaining taxpayers.

Response: This is true. The extent of that loss is thoroughly
discussed in the draft.

2. Objection: A high percentage of land in Deer Lodge County will
be placed in public ownership. It is felt that increasing
public ownership from 34 to 58 per cent of the land area puts
too much of a burden on the remaining tax base.

ResgonSe: The draft was explicit on this point as well.
Overwhelmingly, the majority of the respondents felt the bene-
fits outweighed this adverse effect.

3. Objection: This purchase would be an unwise expenditure of
large amounts of public funds.

Response: The weight of support seems to indicate overwhelm-
ing support for that expenditure. ’

4. Objection: The purchase would be harmful to the ranching by
reducing available grazing area and as a result market beef.
Response: Again, this trade-off was covered in the draft.
The point about beef profits was clarified above.

5. Objection: Elk (game animals) and hunters use the land now
anyway and therefore the acquisition is not necessary.

Response: The draft addresses this consideration in pointing
out that private ownership does not assure this condition for
the future. In addition, important winter elk range will be

available for management to increase herd productivity after

acquisition.

6. Objection: Potential loss of grazing in the Deep Creek drain-
age caused one person to respond unfavorably.
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Response: As the draft points out, grazing will be permitted
only where it is beneficial to the range and to wildlife.
There probably will be a reduction in domestic stock grazing.

7. Comment: Enter instead into agreements with prlvate owners
to provide recreation access. Spend money to improve hunter/
landowner relations.

Response: This is part of the overall statewide strategy

of the Department of Fish and Game. It is not a viable option
on this property because the potential private owner's attitude
is not known at this time.

Suggestions were offered for the management of the property after
the acquisition. They include:

1. Close coordination between agencies and adjacent property
owners.

2. Careful regulatlon of recreation access, hunting seasons and
game harvests.

3. Minimum recreational developments.
4. Rest-rotation grazing agreements.

5. Buying additional lands, especially the wet lands near Warm
Springs.

6. Careful protection of historic and cultural values.

7. Reclassification of State Land Board inholdings to recreatlonal
purposes. Threge sections are involved.

All of the above, :%xcept for number 7 which was overlooked, were
addressed in the draft. Comment number 7 will be further addressed
through negotlatlons with the Department of State Lands.

The environmental impact statement process revealed two previously
unknown (to the agencies) parties who have interests in the prop-
erty:

1. One was the operator of a small silica mine in the Lost Creek
Unit. His mineral rights will be respected. They do not go
with the property to the agencies.

2. The other was a family who retains the right to build a summer
home and the right to hunt and fish on approximately 160 acres
on the Continental Divide Unit. Those rights will be thorough-
ly investigated and if valid, respected.

3.




In both cases, the agencies will actively work with these two
parties and efforts made to establish mutually satisfactory
arrangements for management of the properties.

Representatives of the U. S. Forest Service had the following
comments: .

1. It is highly probable that the timber contract with Louisiana
Pacific would not be renewed after 1988. This would reduce
timber production except for select cutting for management
purposes after that time.

2. It should be emphasized that it is not known at this time
how much acreage, if any, would be available for grazing live-
stock. Grazing will be allowed when it is considered bene-
ficial for range or wildlife management purposes. Public
notice will be given concerning any intent to lease Fish and
Game or U. S. Forest Service lands.

3. Clarification that the Forest Service 25 per cent fund is
calculated from net receipts, not gross receipts and that,
therefore, would be less 25% of $50,000. Net receipts subtract
costs of reforestation and stand improvement.

FINAL STATEMENT

Oon the basis of the comments received, the draft statement appears
to be adequate. The draft, together with these additional remarks,
is therefore being circulated as the FINAL STATEMENT.

Copies of all correspondence and the hearing transcript may be
viewed at the office of: James A. Posewitz, Administrator
Environment and Information Division
Montana Department of Fish and Game
Sam W. Mitchell Building
Helena, Montana 59601

PROPOSED ACTION

The U. S. Forest Service and the Department of Fish and Game, as
a result of the environmental impact statement process, have de-
termined that the proposed acquisition is a proper action which
would be in the public interest, and after having waited the
required 60 days from the initiating of the process (March 12)
intend to acquire the described lands.
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Helena, Montana
April 21, 1975

To: All Recipiegis of "Agency Impact Determination
(Negative Declaration) for the Acquisition of

the Mount Haggin Rangh"

Please be advised that the April 25, 1975, response deadline
has been deferred indefinitely.

Early response indicates that the proposed action is consid-
ered by many to be significant enough to warrant wider distribution
and increased opportunity for comment from agencies, industry and
the general public.

You will be notified when a new schedule has been established
and advised as to how your input may be contributed. You will have
a generous amount of time to prepare your response after you re-
ceive the new schedule.

The new schedule will also contain an updated and much expanded
mailing list.

Sincerely,

@
Ashley . Roberts
Administrator

Recreation and Parks Division

ACR:DDH: op

S






