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March 16, 1976

l{r, ilmes H. Foswftz, A&rlnlstrator
Envlrcment and Informatlon Dlulslon
Hontana Deparhent of Flsh and Game
lhlena, Montana 69601

Ilear 'Jlm"

I have revletued the Oraft Envlromental Impact Statement for the Acqulsltlon
of the Flt. Haggln Ranch (F0-27) dated Januiry 9, 1976 and the addendum to
that dated February 18, 1976 whlch settyes as tha ffnal EIS.

The draft statement fully complles wfth the requlrernents of the Montana Envfr-
omnental Pollcy Act.

As you rccall' Loren Bahls' Don Hyyppa, |our and I net on February ll' 1976 to
ravlew the process the Depantment of Flsh and Game should undertake on pre-
parlng a ffnal EIS. The draft EIS was wldely cft.culated, a full hearlng was
conducted ln Anaconda on February 2 and corments were entertalned untll
February 10, 1976. At our neetfng we revlewed wlth you the natura of the
cqments recelved both at the hearlng and by mall. He onphaslzed that what
the flnal EIS should contaln ls a descrlptlon of the actlon to be takenr clear
rcplles to substnntlve lssues ralsed elthur at the hearlng or by nall ' and In-
corporatfon Into the flnal docrunent of any n€wrjrpertlnent fnfomatlon obtalned
frcm persons revlodng the draft ElS. If, In the Departrnent's Judgment, these
ftems could be handled satlsfactorlly (1.e., noth{ng was dfscovered that slg-
nlflcantly altered ths contents of the draft, then the draft could constltute
the flnal)n ft need not bs refssued as a ffnal ElS, and an addendum rcspondlng
to ths lssues ralsed and outlfnlng clearly the aetlon to be taken would cmply
rdth tlEPA. Thls ls conslstent wlth Rule lv(3)(f)and (g) of the EQc's unlform
furles for Envlnomental lmpact Statmnts, appnoved by the Councll on May 29'
1975:

(f) If the lead agency hss glven full and good falth consfderatfon
to the envlrolment In lts plans, lf thls ls reflected In favon-
able cmnts fi'm revleryersr end lf the draft envlromental lmpact
staternnt repr€sents the fullest posslble compllance wlth the Actr
the draft envfrpmental lmpact statement may be seen as satlsfylng
the requlrement for a detalled statement. If the draft envlron-
mental lmpaet statsnent ls sufflclent, the lead agency must submft
to the Envfromental Quallty Councll one copy of all coments re-
celved on the draft envlrcnnental lmpact strtsnont and at publlc
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heal!4gsr togelher rlth agency nesponscs to cmentsr ild forual
notfffcatfon of tlre flnal agency declsfon on the proposed actlon.) Lead-agencles must furnlsh the sum fnfornrtfon tb rit cmnentlng
prrtles.

(g) The lead agc1gy qtal! detenrfne, taklng Into lccount all cqrurents
recelved on the draft envfrormntal tmpact statement or at publlc
heqrl4gq, shather c ffnal enyfrcmentbi fnpact statmnt f s'ru-
qulrcd for emplfance to the fullest extent posslble wlth the Act.

Ite haYe revlemd yoqr addendm to Fg-27 and belfeve that lt represents "goodfgft!] cgtpllance tnfth ttp requlrements of the Act and ser\fes idequately'as
the flnal EIS fn the l,lt, Haggln Raneh acgulsftlon.

The thpartmentrg excellent anrlysls of the acqufsftfon lssues and the dfs-. cgsslon of the manner by uhfch the Department lntends to manage the faclllty
should strengthen slgnf?lcantly t]re State's case for obtalnfni BOR funds.

Eest rrcgards,

.t0Htl W. RzuSS
Exeeutfve Dlrector

JWR/mU
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Ei.\\rllLut"i

Mr. John Reuss, Executive Director
Environmental QualitY Council
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear John:

0n January 9 the Montana Department of Fish and Game

circulated a draft Lnvironmental impact statement for the acquisition
of tne Ut. Haggin Ranch. This impact statement was identified as FG-27

and distribut6d to the individuals and agencies identified on the
attached mailing list.

In addition, a public hearing'was held in Anaconda on February 2

for the purpose of taking addi{'ional testimony relative to the draft
environmental impact staiement. Following this distribution and hearing,
a sumrnary Of, and response tO, cotmentS receiVed was prepared On

February 11, l976 - a'document which is also attached. This summqry 0{-
commenti ani responses to comments has also been distributed to all indi-
viduals on the oiiginat mailing list for their information.

We are presently of the opinion that none of the comments re-
ce'ived was of such substance or volume as to require the preparation of
a final impact statenent; therefore, as discussed with you and your staff'
we have cohcluded that a final impact statement need not be drafted and

ci rcul ated.

Since we have your tentative concumence on this decision, we

will assume that your office agrees with this conclusion.

i

JAP/sd
En cs

cc: U. S. Forest Service
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation

L/-I '." -#
/ / ./\ \ .. .1.{"\

/d/1,?iu ( (\ .\vL+a(,--\ \
James A. Posewitz, Administratoir-- \
Environment and Information Divisiolt-\



FEDERAL AGENCIES AND CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Honorable Mike Mansfield
Office of the Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510 (1)

Honorable Lee Metcalf
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510 (1)

Honorable Max Baucus
House of Representatives
Washinqton, D. c. 20515 (1)

Honorable John Melcher
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C" 20515 (I)

U. S. Forest Service
Region I Headquarters, Regional Forester, Missoula'

MT 59801, Attn: Warren I1Ii (3)
Deerlodge National Forest, Supervisors Office, Butte,

IvlT 5 97 01 , Attn : Ron Hanson ( 3 )
Beaverhead National Forest, Supervisors Office, Dillon,

Mr 59725 (1)
Director, Wildlife and Fj-sh, U. S. Forest Service

Regional Office, Missoula, I4T 59801, Attn: Ed Schneegas (1)
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation' P. O. Box 25387 ' Denver

Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225 (4)
Bureau of Land Management, 316 North 26Lh, Billings, MT

59101, Attn: Ed ZaidLicz, State Director (1)
Soil Conservation Service

Deer Lodge, MT 59722 .
P. O. Box 970, Bozeman, MT 597L5,

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
711 Central Avenue, Bi11ings, MT 59L02, Attn: Burt Rounds - (1)
Federal Aid Assistance, Washington, D.C. 20240, Attn:

Keith Schreiner, Assoc. Director (1)

'aitrr,'van'r. 
".a"iri."' . : : Ii]

STATI AND COUNTY AGEI{CIES

Office of the Governor
Environmental Quality Council, Attn: John Reuss, Executive

Director
Dept. of Natural Resources and Conservation' Attn: Gary

Wicks, Director
Dept. of Highways
Dept. of Natural Resources, Div. of Forestry, Cable Road,

Anaconda 597II, Attn: Jim Greene
Deer Lodge County Commissioners, Anaconda 597LL
Silver Bow County Commissioners, Butte 59701-
Madison County Commissioners, Virginia City 59755

(r)

(2)

(3)
(1)

(1)
(r)
(1)
(1)

4L



Jefferson County Commissioners, Boulder 59632
Beaverhead County Commissioners' DiIlon 59725
PowelI County Commissioners, Deer Lodge 59722
Granite County Commissioners' Philipsburg 59858
Dept. of Health and Environmental Sciences, Air Quality

Bureau, Attn: David Maughan
Dept. of Health and Environmental Sciences, Environmental

Sciences Div., Attn: Tom Ellerhoff
Montana Bureau of Mines and GeologYt Directors Office,

Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology
Butte 59701

Dept. of Fish and Game, Attn: Wes Woodgerd, Director
Dept. of Community Affairs, Attn: Ron Richards, Director
Dept. of Education, State LibrarY
Dept. of Agriculture, Attn: George Lackman, Director
Dept. of Livestock, Attn: Les Graham, Director
Dept. of State Lands, Attn: Ted Schwinden, Director

ORGANIZATIONS

Student Environmental Research Center, University of
Montana, Missoula 59801

Montana Wood Products, Assoc., Savings Center Bldg.,
Missoula 59801, Attn: William Kirkpatrick

The Wilderness Society, Western Regional Office' 8620
E. Evans, Denver, Colorado 80222

.a

The Anaconda Co., Metallurgical Div., P. O. Box 1561,
Anaconda 597LL

The Anaconda Co., Len Powell, Regional Manager,
Metallurgical Div., Butte 59701

Nature ConservanCY, Northwest Office, L234 N.W. 25ti.r.
Ave., Portland, Oregon 972L0r Attn: Kenneth R- Margolis,
Northwest Director

Nature ConservanCyr National Office' 1800 N. Kent St. 'Arlington, Virginia 22209, Attn: G. Jon Roush,
Executive Vice President

Deer Lodge Valley Conservation District, P. O. Box 725,
Deer r,oage 597t2, Attn: John Hollenback, Chairman

Montana Stockgrowers Assn., P. O. Box 1693, He1ena 59601,
Attn: lvlons Teigen, President

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Office of
Compliance, P. O. Box 25085, Denver, Colorado 802251
Attn: Louis S. WaIl, Asst. Director

Louisiana Pacific Lumber Co., Intermountain Div., Drawer
T, Couer drAlene, Idaho 83814, Attn: Elden R. Knauf,
Division Manager

Campground Owners Assoc., Care of Ken Bailey, Bailey's
Landing, Somers 59932

Montana Wilderness Assoc., Care of Thomas Horobikt
4000 4th Ave. N., Great Fal1s 59401 r .

Montana Wildlife Federation, Care of Dr. Harry l{cNeal'
Montana State University, Bozeman 597L5 .

Environmental Information Center, P. O. Box L2,
Helena 59601, Attn: Bill Cunningham

Northern Rockies Action Group, 9 Placer, Helena

(1
(1
(r
(1

(1

(1

(1)
(121

(1)
(8)
(r)
(1)
(1)

(1)59601, Attn: Bill BrYan



Friends of the Earth, Box 882, Billings 59103, Attn:
Ed Dobson

Center for the Public fnterest, P. O. Box 93L, Bozeman'
597L5, Attn: Rick Applegate ,

Northern Great Plains Resources Councill Stapleton
Bldg., Billings 59101, Attn: Kit Mueller

Montana Guides and Outfitters Assn., Box 1158, Living-
ston 59047, Attn: Bob Hart

Society for Range M-anagement, Int'1 Mountain Sec.,'1900
32d, Great Falls 59401, Attn: Geoffrey E. Greene

Montana Woolgrowers Assoc., Box 1693, Helena 59601,
Attn: Bob Gilbert

Burlington Northern, 2902 Montana Ave., Billings 59101,
Attn: John Willard

St. Regis Paper Company, Care of Prentiss-Hall Corp. '26 W. 6th Ave., Helena 59601
Montana Power Company, Butte 5970L, Attn: CarI

Anderson
U. S. P1-lrwood, Box 854, Helena 59601, Attn: Mike Holmes
Montana Si.rra CIub, 509 Hill Street, Missoula 59801,

Attn: Jean Warren
Trout Unlimited, RR 1, Box L40, Manhattan 5974L, Attn:

,fimHandley | | | r I r r | | r | .
Trout Unlimited, Butte Chapter, 300 Colorado St.,

Butte 59701, Attn: Dick Williams
Anaconda Sportsments Club, L2L7 W. 4Lh, Anaconda, 597LL

Attn: L. F. Thomas, President
Beaverhead Sportsmenrs Assoc., Box '162, Dillon 59725
Gallatin Sportsmenrs Assoc., 4L2 South llth, Bozeman

597L5, Attn: Charles McGuire, President
Skyline Sportsmenrs Assoc. and District 2, Wildlife

Federation, 39 City View Ivlobile Estates, Butte 5970L'
Attn: Lee Masters . .

Prickly Pear Sportsmenrs Assoc., Box 48, East Helena

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)
(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)
(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(1)59635
Ravalli County

St., Ilamilton
Western Montana

ri"i ""4 tiiaiii"'a==o.. , 
' ei: '*. *"""iri

59840, Attn: Stu Burns, President
Fish and Game Assoc., Box 1037, Missoula

598 01
Pintlar Bowmen Club, Lost Creek, Anaconda 597If' Attn:

VII Galle, President
Silver Bow Archers, 1033 Lexington, Butte 59701, Attn:

Ray McCard1e, President
Silver Tip Bowmen, 933 Gladys, Ivlissoula 59801' Attn:

Clarence Lester, President

INDIVIDUALS

Manager, Ivlount Haggin Ranch, P. O. Box 640, Anaconda
597IL

W. M. OrNeil , (5285 Pinetree Drive, tvliami Beach, Florida
33L44) , Care of Victor B. Neet, Van Schaack Co. '624 17th St., Denver, Colorado 80202 '

43



Jack Atcheson ' 32L0 Ottawa, Butte 59701
.lotrn DeVine, dare of Ridgewood Realty, P' O' Box

62L, 1111 14th St. S' ' Great Falls 59401
pon aidrich, 410 Woodworth, Ivlissoula 59801
oinia Hupp, 3485 N. W- Raleigh, -Port1and, Orego! 972IO
Frank W.-ttazelbaker, P.O. Box 430, Dillon 59725
]ontt g. Hea1y, 624 W. Granite St', Butte 59701
Robert E. Lee, 1945 Florida, Butte 59701
n"ii .1. r,ynch, 210I Harrison Ave', Butte 5970L
John E. ulnleY, Drummond 59832
Sandy Mehrensl 206 Evergreen, Anaconda 597LL
terry l{urPhY, Cardwell 5972L
clar-ence n. enderson, 333% E. Normal, Dillon 59725
John H. Anderson, P-O. Box lO1, Alder 597L0
ioe Brand, 800 Montana Avenue, Deer Lod'ge 59722
Robert J. Harper, 68 Plissoula Ave', Butte 5970I
Joe F. Kanducir, 3r., Barker Creek, Anaconda 59711. .

Robert F. Kelly, L'137 Florence' Butte 59701
aI luebeck, 2710 Amherst Avenue, Butte 59701
John Lynch-t 527 W- Mercury, Butte 59701
william Menahan, 1304 w. 5th st., Anaconda 59711 .

James T. Mu1ar, 3015 Busch, Butte 59701'
Joe Quilici, 3040 Kossuth, Butte 59701

Adjacent Land Owners/Purchase Property
Lost Creek

,ibffiisko, Route 1, Deer Lodge 59722
Don Tamcke (Bros.), Route I' Deer Lodge 59722 . .
Penelope Cofirm, Route 1 S., Deer Lodge 59722 r .
Patricia Vanisko, RFD I' Deer Lodge 59722
Ted and Lorenzo Jacobson' RFD I' Deer Lodge 59722 .

Gary J. Launderville, RFD I' Deer Lodge 59722
Albert Wagner, Antelope Gulch, Anaconda 59711
Robert W. Riley, Route 1, Anaconda 59711
Clifford Galle, Lost Creek, Anaconda 59711
George Havens, Lost Creek, Anaconda 59711
Elisa Andreoli, 609 West 3rd, Anaconda 59711
Ed Dallasserra, Cable Road, Anaconda 597LL
Russell Jones, Box 13, West Valleyr Anaconda 59711
Joe Verlanic, 4L4 Hickory St., Anaconda 597LL
Burlington Northern

T. C. Kryzer, Vice President, 40I Midland Bldg.,
BilJ-ings 59101
S. C. Merryman, Vice President, Central Building'
800 3rd Ave., Seattle, Washington 98104

Continental Divide
H. E. Furgeson' Jr. ' P. O. Box
Charles S. Ralston, Jr., Wise

640, Anaconda 597LL
River 59762

Dell Bacon, Wise River 59762 . .
Raymond and Hazel Spangler, Care of 170 west Granite,

Butte 5970L
Richard and'Ivlargaret M. Downing' P- O. Box 600, Deer

Lod9e59722...
Robert and Juanita Periman, PO Box L04, Butte 59701
Arthur, William H. and Geraldine Peterson, Gregson

Springs via Star Route, Butte 59701
frank McGuinness, RFD 1, Box 70, Butte 59701
George and Angela Clayton, Care of lvlrs. Frank Tonkin,

26L0 Kossuth, Butte 5970I
Kenneth hnd Ralph Duhame, Box 264t Walkerville 59701

(1)

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(r)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(r)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(r)
(1)
(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)
(1)
(1)

(1)

(1)
(1)

(1)
(r)

(1)
(1)



Additional mail ing distribution:

Wes Woodgerd
F'letcher lielvby
James Posewitz
Wynn Freeman
Art Whitney
Ral ph Cooper
Ron Holliday
Don Hyyppa
Ron Aasheim
Tom Hay
Jim Ford
LeRoy Ellig
Nel s Thoreson
Roger Fliger
Dick Johnson
Keith Seaburg
Mike Frisina

l{illis B. Jones
Arthur C. Hagenston
Joseph J. KLabunde
W. Leslie Pengel-l-y
S. S. Hegstad

By request:

Al Darr
Montana Standard
25 ld. Granite
Butte, MT 59701

Leo Roland, Rt. lo Box 238A, Anaconda 59711
Tom Williamsn R.E. Dept., Montana Power Companyo Butte 59701

James Webstei, D.W. titcfrttetd & Associates, P.0. Box 41, Gold Creek' MT 59733
Ruth Koch, 1115 t,l. Porphyry, Butte 59701
Bob Johnson, 1520 lgth St. S, Great Falls 59405
Raymond Johnson, Rt. #48, Anaconda 59711
Bob 0'Leary, 4655 Glass Drive, Helena 59601
Elmer E. Gless, Montana Tech. ' BuLte 5970L

Clark Pinkerton, 619 Hillsdale, Helena 59601

Cliff Meffitt, l^lilderness Society, l90l Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington' DC 20006

Mrs. Carolyn K. Tanner, 335 Bradley Ave., San Jose, CA 95L28

Meridith Cronk, Van Vleck Real Estate, 355 S. Daniel Way, San Jose, CA 95L28

Don Anderson, Mgr., Public Hearlngs unit, Dept. of Hlghways, Helena 59601

George Chaffee, Box L24, CLancy 59634
Ted Baker, wyoming Gane and Fish, Box 1589, Chey,enne, wyoming 82OO2
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Persons added to mailing list as result of public hearing in
Anaconda on February 2, L9762

Verne H. Ballantyne, P. O. Box 477, Bozeman 597L5
BitI Quinn, 301-5 Kossuth' Butte 59701
Robert C. Bishop, 1008 West Galena, Butte 59701
Bob Raisch, 1041 West Galena, Butte 59701
Ray Johnson, Route 48, Anaconda 597LL
Darrell Scher, Opportunity 597LL
Emmett Quinnt L279 E. Oros Ave., SaIt Lake City, Utah 84L17
Tom Dud1ey, Lost Creek, Anaconda 597f1
Stephen Williams, 2742 Argyle, Butte 5970L
Tom Stanisich, 3467 Hannibal, Butte 59701
Joe McCarvel, 415 w. 3rd St., Anaconda 597LL
W. H. Anderson, 1311 Walcor, Butte 59701
B. L. Calvert, 515 W. Gold, Butte 59701
Frank Lamb, 2507 Placer, Butte 5970L
It{laden Babuch, 909 W. 4th St. , Anaconda 59711
Daryel Dye, '722 Ced.ar, Anaconda 597LL
Loyal Johnson, 907 W. 4th St., Anaconda 597If
Sally Morrison, 420 Maple, Anaconda 597LL
John Larsen, 1938 Garrion, Butte 59701
William Blaskovich, 503 Locust St., Anaconda 59711
Bob Blaskovich, 503 Locust St., Anaconda 597LL
Tony Novoro, 4\ Washoe Park, Anaconda 597LL
Larry D. Rattray, 613 Alder, Anaconda 59711
Patrick O'Donnell, 611 Alder, Anaconda 597LL
Larry Pahut, 509 Oak, Anaconda 59711
Tom Lovell, 708 Hickory, Anaconda 597LL
Robert Hurby, 5L4 Hickory, Anaconda 59711
Ken Bohlig, Box 71, Wisdom 5976L
Ben Poston, 3008 Cable Road, Anaconda 59711
l4ichael Chandler, 44O]- S. Ave. W., Missoula 59801
c. N. Sebby, Wise River 59762
John Asay, Route 5, Box 80, Deer Lodge 59722
Dennis Bacon, Star Route, Twin Bridges 59754
Ray Bacon, Wise River 59762
Bruce Bacon, Star Route, Twin Bridges 59754
Anton L. Nelson, 1814 Bank, Butte 59701
Charles L. Ouldhouse, 20 Washoe Park, Anaconda 59711
Steve Dave, 9I9 E. Commercial, Anaconda 597LL
Ray Tarkalson, 2I5 Linden St., Anaconda 59711
Tim Magness, Cable Road, Anaconda 59711
Tony Schoenon, Box 2, Ramsay 59748
Robert Joronen, 608 Locust, Anaconda 59711
Leland Keele, West of Anaconda, Anaconda 59711
E. Maynard Smith, Glen 59732
R. S. McKay, L9I4 West Park' Anaconda 597IL
Anton J. Franklin, Anaconda 597LI
Merle Johnson, Anaconda 597LL
Craig Park, 2L7 Rumsey, Anaconda 59711
John Faust, L732 Thornton, Butte 597OI
Tom McKay, 1007 W. 3rd, Anaconda 59711
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Continuation of mailing list - persons added as result of public
hearing in Anaconda on February 2, L9762

Tom Piercy, 5100 Warren, Butte 59701
Dan Fabich, 215 EIm, Anaconda 59711
Paul Brunner, 325 E. Broadway, Missoula 59801
Phil Ralston, Wise River 59762
George Kortum, 313 E. Front, Anaconda 59711

'George Hetherington, 4O01 Fairway Drive, eutte 59701
John Fabich, West of Anaconda, Anaconda, MT 5g7LL
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MONTAIiTA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AI{D GAT,IE
IIeIena, ltontana 5960I

ATTACHMENT TO 8G.27
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Acquisition of the Mount Haggin Ranch

Surunary of Comments and Responses to Comments

February 11, L976

DISTRIBUTION

The original distribution of the draft statement was L67 copies.
In addition, 23 were sent upon request and 63 were availabLe and
distributed at the public hearing. Tota1 distribution was approxi-
nately 253 copies

COMMENTS AI{D RESPONSES

The public hearing was held in Anaconda on February 2, L976.
Approximately 150 people attended.

A total of 32 written communications $rere received as comments
through February 11, L976. Of these, 20 supported the proposed
acguisiti-on; 4 were against it; 5 were from individuals with some
conmon interest in the property or who had suggestions about the
future management and operations efforts after the acquisition.
The other 3 were from other agencies which provided routine minor
corrections or suggestions for additions to the statement. The
most significant was from the U. S. Forest Service who helped draft
the statementandwhose comments are discussed later. A number of
the letters suppor\ing the proposal (and one which opposed) were
from representative\s of large organizations who spoke for their
meinbership. Support also incl.uded a 500 name petition which was
presented at the hearing. Another petition containing 30 names
in support of the acquisition was received rater. During the
hearing, 13 peopLe spoke in favor of and 4 spoke against-the pro-
posed action. Others provided add,itional information or asked
questions.

Of the total 8 people who expressed opposit,ion to the acquisition,
only one called into question the completeness or accuracy of
the draft statement. other opponents to the acquisition were
concerned about the,negative impacts of the action which were
already acknowledged in the draft statement.

Specifically, the challenge to the d,raft itself was that it did
not address the market, value of the lost carrying capacity of the
ranch (21250 animal unit-beef).



The draft does, in fact, address this loss, but in a different
formi i.e., (1) Lost tax revenue; Q) Lost employment; (3)
Lost income from ranch employees; (4) Expenditures for ranch
operations; and (5) Secondary losses to the loca1 economy from
(2) above.

The revenue which would have been received from the lost beef
in addition to employment, taxes and operation costs, specifically
profits, would go to the out-of-state owner and would not accrue
to, or be spent in, Deer Lodge CountY.

Listed below are the objections voiced by those who opposed the
acquisition (but not the validity of the draft statement) - Each
objection is followed by a response.

l. Obiection: Private land will be taken from the tax rolls,
ffi'AFffincreasing th.e tax burden on the remaining tar<payers.

Response: This is tnre.
-.#dfscussed in the draft.

Objection: A high percentage of land in Deer Lodge County will
6e p:Ec-d in public ownership. It is felt that increasing
pubtic ownership from 34 to 58 per cent of the land area puts
Loo much of a burden on the remaining tax base-

Response: The draft was explicit on this point as well.
ffiming1y,themajorityoftherespondentsfeItthebene-
fits outweighed this -adverse effect.

3. Objection: This purchase would be an unwise experiditure of
large anounts of Public funds.

Response: The weight of support seems to indicate over'whelm-
ffi-g s-upport for that expenditure.

Obiection: The pot h""" would be harmful to the ranching by
;ffiuEffi'g available \grazing area and as a result market beef .

Response: Again, this trade-off was covered in the draft.
Efre poTfiE about beef profits was clarified above-

Objection; Elk (game animals) and hunters use the land now
;ffiiland therefore the acquisition is not necessary.

Response: The draft addresses this consideration in pointing
offiE private ownership does not assure this condition for
the future. In addition, important winter elk range wilL be
available for management to increase herd productivity after
acquisition.

Obiection: Potential loss of grazing in the Deep Creek drain-
agrelFed one person to respond unf avorably.

The extent of that loss is thoroughly

2.

4.

5.

6.

2.



Response: As the draft Points out,
onTlEere it is beneficial to the
There probably will be a reduction

grazing will be permitted
range and to wildlife.
in domestic stock grazing.

7. Conunent: Enter instead into agreements with private owners
Eo provide recreation access. Spend money to improve hunterr/
landowner relations.

Rgsponse: This is part of the overall statewide strategy
ofEEe lepartment of Fish and Game. It is not a viable option
on this pioperty beiause the potential private ownerrs attitude
is not known at this time.

Suggestions were offered for the management of the property after
the acquisition. They include:

1. Close coordination between agencies and adjacent property
owners.

2. Careful regulation of recreation access, hunting seasons and
game harvests.

3. Minimum recreational developments.

4. Rest-rotation grazing agreements.

5. Buying additional lands, especially the wet lands near Warm
Springs.

6. Careful protection of historic and cultural values.

7. Reclassification of State Land Board inholdings to recreational
purposes. Thrqe sections are involved.

A11 of the above, /except for number 7 which was overlooked, were
addressed in the {raft. Comment number 7 will be further addressed
through negotiations with the Department of State Lands.

The environmental impact statement process revealed two previously
unknown (to the 4gencies) partj-es who have interests in the prop-
erty:

I. One was the operator of a smal1 silica mine in the Lost Creek
Unit, His mineral rights will be respected. They do not 9o
with the propertY to the agencies'

2. The other was a family who retains the right to build a suntmer
home and the right to hunt and fish on approximately 160 acres
on the Continenial Divide Unit. Those rights wilt be thorough-
Iy 5-nvestigated and if valid, respected.

3.



rn both cases, the agencies will actively work with these two
parties and efforts made to establish mutually satisfactory
arrangements for management of the properties.

Representiitives of the U. S. Forest Service had the following
comments:

1. It is highly probable that the tirnber contract with Louisiana
Pacific would not be renewed after 1988. This would reduce
timber production except for select cutting for management
purposes after that time.

2. It should be emphasized that it is not known at this time
how much acreage, Lf ony, would be available for grazing live-
stock. Grazing will be allowed when it is considered bene-
ficial for range or wildlife management purposes. Public
notice will be given concerning any intent to lease Fish and
Game or U. S. Forest Service lands.

3. Clarification that the Forest Service 25 per cent fund is
calculated from net receipts, not gross receipts and that'
therefore, would be less 252 of $50,000. Net receipts subtract
costs of reforestation and stand improvement.

FINAL STATESIENT

On the basis of the comments received, the draft statement appears
to be adequate. The draft, together with these additional remarks,
is therefore being circulated as the FINAL STATEMENT.

Copies of all correspondence and the hearing transcript may be
viewed at the office of: James A. Posewitz' Administrator

Environment and Information Division
Montana Department of Fish and Game
Sam W. Mitchell Building
Helena, Ivlontana 59601

PROPOSED ACTION

The U. S. Forest Service and the Department of Fish and Gamer ds
a result of the environmental impact statement process, have de-
termined that the proposed acquisition is a proper action which
would be in the public interest, and after having waited the
required 60 days from the initiating of the process (Ivtarch 12)
intend to acquire the described lands.

DDH:op
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IIe1ena, Montana
epril- 21, L975

To: ALl Recipi s of "Agency Impact Determination
the Acquisition ofDeclaration) for

Please be advised that the ApriL 25, L975, responEe deadline
haE been deferred indefinitely.

Early response indicates that the proposed action is consid-
ered by many to be significant enough to warrant wider distribution
and increaEed opportunlty for comment from agencies, induEtry and
the general pubLic.

You will be notified when a ner,q schedule has been eetablished
and advised aE to how your input may be contributed. You wiLl have
a generouE amount of time to prepare your response after you re-
ceive the new schedule.

trhe new EcheduLe wiLL also contain an updated and much expanded
mailing list.

Administrator
Recreation and Parks Division

ACR:DDH: op
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