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PRELIMINARY ENVIRON~ENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE 

FONDA FISHER FEEDLOT 

Pursuant t o  t h e  Montana Admini s t r a t i v e  Code, Sect ion  16-2.2(2)-P2030 
(Rule I V ) ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r e l  im ina ry  environmental rev iew has been prepared 
by t h e  Department o f  Heal t h  and Environmental Sciences concerning t h e  
Fonda F i she r  f e e d l o t  and a request  by M r .  Fonda F isher  f o r  a waste d ischarge 
permi t f o r  the  proposed animal confinement f a c i  1 i ty  1 ocated near Col umbia 
F a l l  s, Montana. 

The purpose o f  t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  environmental rev iew i s  t o  in form a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  governmental agencies and p u b l i c  groups o f  t h e  proposed a c t i o n  
and t o  determine whether t h e  a c t i o n  may have a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on t h e  
human environment. Th i s  p r e l  i m i  nary environmental rev iew wi 11 be c i r c u l a t e d  
f o r  a pe r iod  o f  t e n  days a t  which t ime  a dec i s ion  w i l l  be made as t o  
whether o r  n o t  a waste d ischarge pe rm i t  should be issued. I f  you care  t o  
comment on t h i s  proposed ac t ion ,  p lease do so w i t h i n  t h a t  a l l o t t e d  t ime. 

M r .  Fonda F i she r  proposes t o  cons t ruc t  and operate an animal conf ine-  
ment f a c i l i t y  l oca ted  i n  t h e  SW%NW&, Sec.10, T.29N., R20W., of F lathead 
County. The proposed s i t e  o f  t h i s  ope ra t i on  i s  approximate ly  seven m i l e s  
southeast of Columbia F a l l s  and i s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  at tached map. 

M r .  F i she r  proposes t o  cons t ruc t ,  i n  t h ree  phases, a f a c i l  i t y  having 
u l t i m a t e  capac i t y  f o r  approximate ly  575 head o f  swine. When t h e  t h i r d  
phase i s  completed i n  1977, t h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  f a r row ing  through 
f i n i s h i n g  operat ions.  The waste m a t e r i a l  which i s  produced by t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
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w i l l  be p e r i o d i c a l l y  scraped onto a concrete apron which p a r a l l e l s  the 
l i v e s t o c k  pens. From here, i t  i s  removed and disposed o f  on surrounding 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. Approximately 400 acres of such land would be ava i lab le  
f o r  s o l i d  waste disposal.  Any surface runoff which would be generated 
from p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f a l l i n g  on the feeding f l o o r s  would be d ive r ted  onto 
adjacent cropland. Due t o  t he  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  slope and the s o i l  
cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  t h a t  land, there i s  l i t t l e  poss ib i l  i t y  t h a t  t h i s  waste 
mate r ia l  would ever reach s ta te  waters and would, therefore,  have 1 i t t l e  
e f f e c t  on aquatic l i f e  i n  t h a t  area. The waste mater ia l  which i s  removed 
and disposed o f  on surrounding a g r i c u l t u r a l  land would be therefore  
u t i l i z e d  f o r  i t s  n u t r i e n t  value w i t h  l i t t l e ,  i f  any, detr imental  e f f e c t s  
t o  s o i l  o r  crops. 

F l i e s  around t h i s  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be con t ro l led  through 
a rou t i ne  b a i t i n g  program and spraying as necessary. Dead animals w i l l  be 
disposed o f  a t  the Flathead County san i ta ry  l a n d f i l l .  

Any animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  have an e f f e c t  on t he  surrounding 
environment, but  adverse environmental e f f e c t s  can be mininiized through 
adherence t o  a good waste management program. Representatives o f  the 
A i r  Qual i t y  Bureau have s ta ted t h a t  the wind d i r e c t i o n  i s  p r ima r i l y  from the 
south except f o r  s w i r l i n g  e f f e c t s  from the mountains and canyon area. I n  ! 
t h e i r  est imation, odors from t h i s  animal confinement f a c i  1 i t y  should no t  
c reate  a problem. 

The a l t e rna t i ves  ava i lab le  t o  Mr. Fisher  would be re l oca t i on  o f  the  
proposed animal confinement f a c i l i t y .  The e n t i r e  area surrounding the 
proposed s i t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion 
w i t h  small animal confinement f a c i l i t i e s  located throughout. There are no 
known h i s t o r i c a l  o r  archaeological s i t e s  which would i n  any way be a f fec ted  
by t h e  proposed f a c i l i t y  and the proposed operat ion should place no unusual 
demands on o ther  environmental resources. I f  the waste management program 
as ou t l i ned  i n  the  permit  app l i ca t ion  i s  adhered to ,  the operat ion should 
r e s u l t  i n  minimal adverse envi ronmental e f f e c t .  
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