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PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE 

SPRING CREEK RANCH 

Pursuant t o  the Montana Admin is t ra t ive  Code, Section 16-2.2(2)-P2030 
(Rule I V ) ,  the f o l l ow ing  pre l iminary  environmental review has been prepared 
by the Department o f  Heal th and Environmental Sciences concerning t h e  
Spring Creek Ranch and a request by M r .  H. H. Normandeau f o r  a waste d i s -  
charge permit  fo r  t h a t  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  located nor th  o f  
Ronan, Montana. 

The purpose o f  t h i s  pre l iminary  environmental review i s  t o  in form a l l  
i n te res ted  governmental agencies and pub l i c  groups o f  the proposed ac t i on  
and t o  determine whether o r  not  the ac t i on  may have a s i g n i f i c a n t  ef fect  on 
the  human environment. This p re l  i m i  nary environmental review w i  11 be c i  r- 
culated f o r  a per iod of t en  days a t  which t ime a decis ion w i l l  be made as t o  
whether o r  no t  a waste discharge permit  should be issued. I f  you care t o  
comment on our proposed act ion,  please do so w i t h i n  t h a t  a l l o t t e d  time. 

Spring Creek Ranch, operated by M r .  Normandeau, includes a small animal 
confinement f a c i l i t y  located i n  the S&,SW&, T. 21 N., R. 20 W., of Lake 
County. The s i t e  o f  t h i s  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  i s  approximately one 
and one-half m i les  no r t h  o f  Ronan, Montana and i s  ind icated on the attached 
map. 

This animal confinement f a c i l  i t y  has capacity f o r  approximately 100 t o  
150 animals, bu t  r a r e l y  contains i n  excess o f  50 animals. Waste mater ia l  
which i s  generated by t h e  1 ivestock accumulates on the surface o f  the 
feeding area and i s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  ca r r i ed  o f f  i n  the form o f  surface runoff  
fo l lowing major p r e c i p i t a t i o n  events. To prevent t h i s  waste mater ia l  from 
en te r ing  s ta te  waters, a d ike has been constructed along the lower s ide 
c rea t ing  a re ten t i on  pond. This pond i s  capable o f  r e t a i n i n g  the runof f  
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which can be expected from the  drainage area fo l low ing  a 10-year, 24-hour 
r a i n f a l l  event. The waste mater ia l  which accumulates on the surface o f  the 
feeding area and i n  the r e t e n t i o n  pond i s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  removed and disposed 
of on adjacent a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. The waste mater ia l  w i l l  then be u t i l i z e d  
f o r  i t s  n u t r i e n t  value w i t h  l i t t l e ,  i f  any, detr imental e f f e c t s  t o  s o i l  o r  
crops. 

F l  i e s  around the animal confinement f a c i  1 i ty are cont ro l  l e d  through a 
waste management program and a spraying program. Dead animals a re  disposed 
of through bu r i a l  . Odors and dust from t h i s  animal confinement fac i  1 i t y  a re  
minimized through the use o f  straw and wood shavings as bedding mater ia l  and 
frequent removal o f  t he  waste mater ia l .  

Any animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  have an e f f ec t  on the  surrounding 
envi ronment, but  adverse environmental e f f e c t s  can be minimized through 
adherence t o  a good waste management program. 

The on ly  a1 t e r n a t i v e  ava i lab le  t o  Mr .  Norniandeau would be re l oca t i on  o f  
the e x i s t i n g  animal confinement f a c i l i t y .  The e n t i r e  area surrounding 
t h e  s i t e  i s  cu r ren t l y  u t i 1  i zed pr imar i  l y  for  a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion and 
such re1 ocat ion does no t  appear economically j u s t i f i a b l e .  There are  no 
known h i s t o r i c a l  o r  archaeological s i t e s  which would i n  any way be affected 
by the e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  and due t o  the fac t  t h a t  i t  i s  an e x i s t i n g  
fac i  1 i ty , i t  shoul d no t  p l  ace unusual demands on addi t iona l  environmental 
resources. I f  the waste management program as ou t l i ned  i n  the permit  
app l i ca t ion  i s  adhered to,  the operat ion should r e s u l t  i n  minimal adverse 
environmental e f fec ts .  
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