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PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE 

SUTTON RANCH 

Pursuant t o  the Montana Admin is t ra t ive  Code, Section 16-2.2(2)-P2030 
(Rul e I V )  , the f o l  l ow i  ng p re l  iminary environmental review has been prepared 
by t h e  Department o f  Health and Environmental Sciences concerning the 
Sutton Ranch and a request by Mr.  Robert J. Sutton f o r  a waste discharge 
permit  f o r  t h a t  animal confinement f a c i l  i ty located northwest o f  Kal i spel l ,  
Montana. 

The purpose o f  t h i s  pre l iminary  environmental review i s  t o  in form 
a l l  i n te res ted  governmental agencies, pub l i c  groups, and in te res ted  c i t i z e n s  
of t he  proposed ac t i on  and t o  determine whether the  ac t ion  may have a s ig-  
n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on the human environment. This pre l iminary  environmental 
review w i l l  be c i r cu la ted  f o r  a per iod o f  ten  days a t  which t ime a decis ion 
w i l l  be made as t o  whether o r  not  a waste discharge permi t  should be issued. 
If you care t o  comnent on t h i s  proposed act ion,  please do so w i t h i n  t h a t  
a1 l o t t e d  time. 

The Sutton Ranch includes the operat ion o f  a t o t a l  confinement swine 
f a c i l i t y  located i n  the NW&N&, Sec. 34, T. 30 N., R. 21 W., o f  Flathead 
County. The s i t e  o f  t h i s  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  i s  approximately two 
mi les  northwest o f  the Glac ier  I n te rna t i ona l  A i r p o r t  and i s  ind ica ted  on 
the attached map. 

The animal confinement f a c i l i t y  was constructed i n  1967 and cu r ren t l y  
has capac i ty  f o r  approxiniately ten  sows w i t h  l i t t e r s  and 400 feeder pigs. 
M r .  Sut ton proposes t o  expand t h i s  e x i s t i n g  operat ion t o  provide capac~ ty 
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for  an add i t i ona l  200 animals. These 1 ivestock a re  normally t o t a l l y  
confined w i t h i n  t h e  bu i ld ings.  Waste mater ia l  which i s  generated by the  
1 ivestock i n  confinement drops through the  s l a t t e d  po r t i on  o f  the f l o o r  
and i n t o  1 i q u i d  manure p i t s  beneath t he  bui ld ings.  The waste mate r ia l  
which accumulates w i t h i n  these storage f a c i  1 i ti es i s  then per iod ica l  l y  
removed and disposed o f  i n  a l i q u i d  s ta te  on nearby a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. 
Approximately 220 acres o f  adjacent a g r i c u l t u r a l  1 and i s  avai  1 ab le  f o r  waste 
disposal. The waste mate r ia l  w i l l  then be u t i l i z e d  f o r  i t s  n u t r i e n t  value 
w i t h  l i t t l e ,  i f  any, detr imental  e f f e c t s  t o  s o i l s  o r  crops i n  t h a t  area. 

F l  i es around the animal conf inement f a c i l  i t y  are cont ro l  1 ed through a 
combination spraying and b a i t i n g  program. Dead animal s are disposed of 
a t  the county san i tary  l a n d f i l l .  

Any animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  have an e f f e c t  on the  surrounding 
environment, bu t  adverse environmental e f f e c t s  can be m i  nimi zed through 
adherence t o  a good waste management program. Our o f f i c e  has never 
received complaints o f  odor problems associated w i t h  t h i s  animal' conf ine- 
ment f a c i l  i t y ,  and no increase i n  such problems would be an t i c i pa ted  w i t h  
the proposed expansion. 

The on ly  a l t e rna t i ves  ava i lab le  t o  Mr .  Sutton would be t o  cont inue 
operat ing a t  e x i s t i n g  capaci ty w i thout  expansion o r  t o t a l  r e l oca t i on  o f  the 
e x i s t i n g  animal confinement f a c i l  i ty .  The e n t i r e  area surrounding the  s i t e  
of t h i s  f a c i l i t y  i s  cu r ren t l y  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion 
and the prev ious ly  mentioned a1 te rna t i ves  do not  appear t o  be economically 
j u s t i f i a b l  e. There are  no known h i s t o r i c a l  o r  archaeological s i t e s  which 
would i n  any way be a f fec ted  by the e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  and due t o  the fac t  
t h a t  i t  i s  an e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  i t  should n o t  place unusual demands on 
add i t i ona l  environmental resources. If the  waste management program as 
out1 ined i n  the permit  app l i ca t ion  i s  s t r i c t l y  adhered to, t he  operat ion 
should r e s u l t  i n  minimal adverse environmental e f fec ts .  
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