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QuALrry

To:

Honorable Thomas ggdg., Governor, State of Montana, HelenaEnvironmental Qual'ity iouncil, cipltoi-siition, Bo, 215, HelenaMontana Fish & Game ?"pt, mitineti giog.,-ri"i.n.
Department of Conunun!ty Affairs, Div. ot-ptinning, HelenaDepartment of Natural -Resources 

and conserviiion, Attn: Mr. l,l. wetzel, HelenaFt athead countv Conmmissi o,l."r, courthoui;; 
- 

ili- iOoo, 
-iiir 

I rper igj!l;g:l'ty ptinning BourJl' d6u"*,ori",-rir iii.r I
:.i::1919 county Sanitarian, Box 919, Katispelirra.nead countv Areawide planning.0rganizaiion, 723 Sth Ave. E., KalispellMr. Dan Averiri, niir,eio Gii; Loosil-iii;;;;i"'
Mr_. Paul T. RichardSr 1836 Flogeree, Helena

Gentl emen :

Pursuant to the Montana Environmental policy Act, section G9-6504, (b)(3),
the act contro'lling both public and private watei supply and sewage'diipoialfor subdiyillo!, Section 69-5001; anit the act to conti.oi water poilutioh,
Section 69-4801 to 4827, a draft environmental impact statement'(EIS) wai
prepared by the State Department of Health and Environmental Sciencei,
Environmental Sciences Division, concerning the request for administrative
qpproval of THE MNCH, a proposed subdivision near'Bigfork in Flathead
Countyn MontffillTtriuirtibn of the EIS was male io"s4 igencies, agency
representatives or interested public persons. Date of issuance was
May 20, 1976

Statuatory elapse time requirernents have now been met and the followingfinal environmental impact statement has been prepared. Dissemination'of
the final EIS is hereby being made to the threb alencies or individuals
who.have responded to the Oratt statement in addiiion to those agencies or
individuals accepted as having mandatory recipient status.

Respectful ly submitted,

Envi ronmental

h|OA: jnh

Enc I osu re

?- I S f# ".X 
.a-64tlii ', 'g'"'*''"'fl



l. State of Montana; Department of Fish and Gamen Helena, MT

Subject:

Because the response made to the gfull impact statement was essentiallythe same as t!1t.made during the Flathead'Areawide planning grganization(APO) public meeting, it"'l6ntents of the Fisrr ana Game memorandum wereavailabl€, drd were-so included, it-*,.'iime the draft EIS was created.
It has been conceded by_virtually everyolei the developer, critics ofthe Fish and Game, tocit 

"eiiaenis-;;d"iiiining members arike, thatthe entire area is a signiiicant game range and that the suMivision iswithin that game range irea.

The develgpef, in particular, realized this limitation and has acted ina manner designed to lessen itre aaverie-imiact of this game range-humanusage relationship. The covenants and resirictions for"itris'suuaivisionare extraordinarily lengthy apd severil pi"igraphs speak direcgy to thesame probrem. For example: peqipherii ioi-iin;, id;ilg- wiii not ueallowed and household pbts arb to'be continea or kept under leash control.Normally such covenants have questionaUie ,.iu., however, this projectis again unique in that a aevdiJil.;;-;;;.g., is to be ernproyed withfull authority to enforce iuirr covenants. -The local governiirg authority(county conrmiisionirs) ii iiio party to these covenants should any formalwritten change be madi in itre covenants.

such constraints as this are obviousry not as gqgd as simpry reavingthe tand as it ir:-but they certainiy-a".-rignificani.- Thi; may or maynot be an acceptable ratioiale ror divelopreit or irre tuii"zooo acres,but it appears to-be acceptabi" io.-tni;il;; r00 acres, Fack by 1900acres which wiil for the time remain under nom.i;;il;*fii condifions.To this Department. the game .ange questio-n_-is. no ]qlgq. ah overridrngconsideration whlch wouid warrait unqulllit'eit subdiiisioli aisapproval.



STATE OF

DEPAR1VENT OT

HELENA,

MONTANA

FISH AND GAME

MONTANA

Attn: Jim Posewitz

By; Otis Robbins

DrtTEr I'rIay 25, 1976

Office Memop,andoasfa

To : Wes lloodgerd

FROM : Ton Hay

SUDJECT: The Ranch Subd.:ivj-sion

lftre subject subcLivision compLex is on1y one of m.uerorrs subd.ivisions that
have been proposed. and./or are under constnrttion on criticaL white-tailecl cleer
wi:rter range. llh:ls subdivision has marqr facets that are qrrite sirnilar to theothers. It shoulcL be noted. tha'b this is a sma11 tract of -a laree potential
development.(2'ooo+ acres) in thj.s area. (Memo: Robbins to posEwiiz - lo/9/lll5).
Ettis presents a urrique situation j.rr subd.i.vision development.

proposecl. subcLiulsion sj.ts in the northwestern corner of a large traot
lt tlu rolling hiils about one rrile south of the village of Big Fork. llhe area
has been logged and. bur:red. in the recent past and. vegetation oonsists of second.
erowth timber SnterspersetL with various.strruU plants that include a largeportion of winter food. plants for cleer (i.e. nipIe, red.stem ceanothus ancl
serrriceber4l). Major portions of the area have-low elenatj-ons and. a south or
westerly facing aspect.

The 'irnmediate area or ad.jacent sectj-ons is year-rorrnd. habitat for white-tailed. d.eer, rr.dfed. grouse and black bear, as well as critioal ruinter range forwhite-taiIed deer concentrations j.n the winter months. llkr:ls general area lrov:id.eske;" sittt"s range for d.eer that nove into the area from severil aroas acl.jacent tothe site.

Deer axlcl other ani-mals that Live in sr:mmer on the easter:c and. northern
slopes iir the Swan drainage and at higher elevations of the Flatheacl" Nat-ional
Forest move to this a,rea jn the wi:rter. Much of these higher elevations receive
hear6r snow fa11 a,ncl. are not capable of wintering d.eer even j-:c mod.erate months.
The Ranch subclivision area shouLd. be consid.erecl. as an jsportant part of the'key
area for winter sr:rrrivaL for much of the d.eer herd.s in the area south of Big
Fork.

SnalL subd.i-vi.sions, singularlyr do not represent catastrophic problems but
collectj.vely threaten the loss of key winter range areas. White-taile4 d.eer
winter range in this paa't of tr'lathead. County has been r{imini shsd ancl d.own-graclecl
by a large nr:mber of subdivisions.



The ptopneed na;ac}a subdiuieion would. be yet another step to the serious
ptoblrcm of lrses at key vbLte-tailett tleer vinter range in thtBig Fork €Lrea.
the effect voulil not be lirni.ted, to tthjrte-tai.1ed. d.eer but also woulcl. be ad,verse
on gtcouse, bear and others.

0h
On/ea

Otis Robbins



2. lep. Paul T. Richards, lg36 Floweree, Helena, MT
Montana state House of Represertativei, otilrict szSubject: Scope of draft impact statement

A draft environmental. impact statement concerning the entire contiguousland ownership was not pbssible for the ;oi; reaion that a masier planfor developmeht oI uJt. hcreage was neither offered by the developer norrequired by law at either th6 state or local lever.

lgcayse the. Department does not have, at this time, the authority to
fFquire such a master plan it has beiome accepted-p"o..au"e"io'act onthese matters in accordance with local proceai""t iiespiie ttre-tact thatlocal interpretation can and does vary frm county to .ouniy.
At the time The Ranch suMivision was submitted to the ApO for reviewthe administrative procedure !v ltrii-cil;tt ;iee organization regardedthe first phase as an entity iir itselt. p-uUtic neaiingi, .ompiiance
fp.::gltations, agency evaluations; all ,vere required"io ioiis onEne.Phase I subject areas and not on the entire ownership. As a resultof this.viewpoint,.the onry data available and the only lata'otrereawas restricted to those ar-eas within the peripheral uoinairiei of thesubdivision.

One of the recomnended condition:.9f-approval by. the locar pranningagencv stated that no further subdiviiibn-*oura-ue iccepteo'i|r reviewwithout a master pran for ttre entir. 
"*uinaer-ot the hordings. Thereis considerable sleculation by-area developers and officials whetheranyone' citvn coglty or statdhas the-i.gii-.utirority to give"such acondition the furl iorce oi i.", whether"ihe-iuLmittar be-the first,second' third of fourth. phase ;i-|il-t;ii"i't.--Legar or legislativeclarification of the matte"-ir-ir"J"ri #eJ;;. '
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REP. PAUI. T. RICI{ARD5
DISTRICT NO. 82
IOO2 WTLDER
IIELENA. HONTANA 59OOt
1gel412.oos2

June l8r 19Z6

[b. Edward W. Casner Chief
Subdivision Bureau
Environmental Sciences Division
Department of Flealth and gn.ri"on o"ntal SciencesCapitol uonplex
Helenae Moniana 3960l

@p'

COMiTITTEES:
NATURAL NEsOUNCES
BUgtf,EgS 

^rrD 
tilDUSTnY

Dear Lrlr. Casne,

r have just fini:h:d. Tg"iewing yotr "Draft Environmental rmpact statement, TheRanch, A hoposed Subdirri.ion"-'F]atheal iouniyr,r which you-irru"d llay 20, 1976.
r have one specific commentl r cannot see the nerit behind piecemeal review ofa subdivision which could ultinately tnclude around rrgoo acres. ,The localcitizenry shoutd le awire ;;-;1" ruir :mpacts-or.the deveropment. Ttrey shourdbe given the ooportunity to review-;;.ili;ri" 

"ra provide input into the decision-makins process'.concerning the dever;;;;"I;-"ir,Lv should not Le expected to moniterthe complex and confusini i"o""au"" of piecemeatr review.
rf a developer has-grand plans for an-area, fine. But, he should come out frontwith those grand plins' iloiJugh review oi ir,o." plans shourd take prace before.@y approval; no matter how coniitionaf , i, gr"nt"O.
r ask that revigw of the entire potentlal deveroprnent take place before approvalis granted to this flrst ph;;;: 'r furthe"-"rr.-tr,.t your department take everystep possible to insure that rocal conrnuniti", ."" made aware of potentlal impactsof proposed developments. ir,"-4"y. 

";;;;;-ir,en suu-dividers can subJect localcommunlties to gradual "nickel and dime', 
""o"ion, of their communlty,s environ_ment"

Wlth this perspective, it would seem best for your bureau to deny approval for theproposed development' This denitr .t,orri ;;;"i; in effect uniir arl rerevant dataconcerning the full scope of the developme;i-i;'nade avalrable and reviewed,r realize that all ri'i1[*-ntopor"rs wiir ue suoJect. to.this type of reviewl andthat a master plan wilt ue ieqlireo, ii;-# it"n, the developers choose to devet_op the remainins 
?cr:ag.e. My point'ri;;d;;-no""o."r that it is most fair to thearea and its people to have itti. sort of review from the very beginnlngr insteadof granting tire iub-divid"tr-"-nr"", ,oiio-;Fr,"." r,r foot in the door.'ffi

Paul T. -ni?tr?f
House District



3' State of Montana; Department of Natural Resources and Conservation,Helena, MT.
Subject:

It is the understanding of this office that forest fire suppression inthis area is the-respoisibility of the t'|oniunu Division "oi'Forestry andthat structural fire'protectioi is io-u"-p""ria.a uv ir,.-gigfork RuralFire Department.

Both are services.which are paid for by means of tax Ievies or insurancefees' Meeting this responsibititv woria"'ii"easeo consideribty if acomrnuni tv water. suppry. system i nci uai ng signiticant ;;ri;;;-storagewere availablq !o pfoyid-e adequate amolnts"of 
"ai"i ai t[e-site tothose involved in fighting any potential fire.

![l:*.i*t{:^lni:^?:!]T_g| :o,t rnity vs. individuat water supplyYYIJiti:T: lu:^*:l^:IplgI.9,f9fot" in numiroui p.io, subaiviiion-[roposars.This is a consideralion wrriirr-ii ,..n, but nol lnll,"l;"r;;;i,liiri'lilii''
::?liyi:i9n:,]?rgg ol small. naviie i.or-aeiirimentar lesal counsel has::?ll:j:ign;,_ll"g:_o1 s1alr. naviie i.*-a.iu"ir"itii i&;";;ilr;;;
ffi:Ti:j.:,r!3:.:1._g.l:IlT:t!-F,_t, i,ir,."ili"i!";il il[;;""#"]il.iiiinn
lffi fi :f , ll :#r:T^r f^i: o::li*:_1.!il-li"i;; ii uui'. "i'i'Ji!#Ji.;itililli?,

,i*it' ;rir. 
-; ";il#i. tffi i;;ctrnn'l r, -^iru^^ f,--^-- ;JLtU WCtLc:l'

::ftL{':::'::,flg.1_gontyinationl il;-ilrip.iliu. is t imiieJ-uv statute topotability and human usase, not high voiud';;J o"o;;.;;"'i.ii.itr.,il
More to.the.point is the fact that the prcven drilled well water supplysource in this area.is quite deep. cost arone "itt t;06;biy"cirise ttredevelopment to create either a cbmmunity system or a series of murti-user systems. It is our understanding irrai a Conununity syitem is now
!:1tq inyggtiggted as a matter ot marleii;g ;nJ economics. tt so, pransand specifications for this systern will .ofie u"ro.e ir,e-J"pariment torreview' Even then,.the depgriment cannot jnsis! that the iotntnunitv systemhavg a_rll. proteciion capibiiitv, [il;;;r-ffi iio.ui.=.ir..ili. r'part of the planned slrsteln efforls will be-made-to make certain that theengineering drawings include fittings tor-uott-tr,. ruial ii"e'Jepartmentand the forest service equipmeni.

Conclusions

A statement of approval, including the conditions of approval, will be
made from this office for the Stale Department of Health and invironmentalSciences. A letter concumi.ng with this decision according to ttre statedconditions has been received inom the F'lathead County Heat[h Department.

This statement was prepared by tdilbur 0. Aikin, P.E. n environmental engineer
in-the employ of the Montana State Department of l-teaith and Environmenial
Sciences Regional 0ffice in Kalispel'1, Montana.



MEMBERg OF IHE BOARD
JOSEPH W. SABoL. cHAIRMAN
VIOLA HERAK
DR. WILgON F, CLARK
DEAN HANSON
WIL'LAM BERTSCHE
CECIL WEEOING
DAVID G. DRUM

Mr. Edward Casne
Chief, Subdivision Bureau
Department of Health & Environmental

Sciences
Board of Health Building
Ilelena, MT 59601

w{/an
Attachment

June L4, L976

S j.ncerely,

il,f-,Ct u./W
WAn{E WETZEL
ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCIES AND CONSERVATTON

THOMAS L. JUDGE. GovERNoR
GARY WICKS. DTRECIOR

449-5712
32 SOUTH EWING

NATU RAL RESOU RCES BUTLDING
FIELENA, MONTANA 59601

W

Re: THE RANCH EIS, Flathead County
Dear Mr. Casne:

Prior to the issuance of this Ers, Mr. william F.wright, Division of Forestry in KalispelJ, suppried informa-tion to the Flathead county Areawide ilannirr|- orgu.rrizationexpressing our concern thal adequate forest iire'protection
measures be considered before approval of THE narrrdn sub-d,ivision. (see attached letter lnd pages 15 and 16 of thedraft EIS).

The Draft Ers gives no indication that these reconrmen-dations wilr be accepted and without adequate considerationto forest fire and structural protection measures, bothhuman tife and high structural property ross may resurt.As proposed, we find this suudivision ilearly iiadequatefrom the forest fire protection standpoint. we thereforeurge that the recommendations of lrtr. wright, Area Firewarden,be made formal conditions for the approval of this subdivision.These conditions are set out on pag-e- two of the attachedletter.



tb

T0r
FR0llr
DATE:
SUBJECTI

.Ianed F. Oragg, SupervLsor Northweot Area
HtLtiam F. Wrlght, Ka1lspell Unlt Forester
June 2 t L9?6
THE RANCH EIS

r- do 
-not_ see any land management probrems as to our l-and,s that adJolnthe developnent on the East. t sllu wish to strass ny conments as

:t"l:i,on e"qgg 15-16 of the Statemont, ( attached is , *py of letterto Aro). r think the developer shorf.d pr^ovide sone t;pe oCwater supplysystem for fi,ne prnotectiolr bnrt lt does- not, seem that- is in the plani^ -
as lndicated on pege 3. wtth the development, the rlsk, fine po-tential,
and value arl Lncrease whlle the asseesnLnts rrill aecrease.
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5990r

llay 6, l97t

toe

lS. slsmn E, llohnr. CurcFst plmsr
Flathesd Count5r AnAeit.ldo ptesnfng ergotlatto
fuiau 2, Ponrd tsultdtw
K.aJ.J.opolI, li<ntana, S9EOI

Rafencnco: Apnll Ag, LOTS lottcn '

I'Th€.tuinch tlnlt Onott 6ecE.5r0, fA6H, Rlglt

Ssar llr'. Hohn:

f wlU. try to en8r3! youp quast!,ono a. atsted La 5rour lctto:1. of
Apnll 29, 1975.

I) A ar.rMlvtnLoa ln a forsstcd 6rco lusreascr ths pot.ntlrl of FoncrtFlrus g:roetly f,sr tho folloofng lrEco(3ns:

e) Structunsl fl.rse wlthln the fweot.
b) Gon.slnal cloanup and dtapos.sl of forest dob:rlo ldltb f,ba by tcnaatc
c ) Tho lnflux of pooplo that wlLL mlldo ln tho structuroc and elr
of theln genonal cctlyltl€e lu tho BF@B. ,d) chlr&'en ln tbo a:roa wi,!! g:n6etly Lncr:.oase thc nl.ak bfr raktag
caqpflrva, praylng rl,tb ustehoc, ffu.oenaehesE, $tthout pabeute
knoxledge.

2) Tho tooatlon tc rtthln tho Slgfork voluatany Flro Dopartroot for
ttructunBl fboa cnd tho Hcntcal Dlvtalon of Foreotry fon wtldlaad fc$eot
finoe.

3) Ths coat fon vlldland forcet flne protcctlora on clero oe fqrcst
land ls $O,IS/psr octro.

Hlth tho aubdlvlolono tbc anso rlll harnr houocn tbat $lll b. of hlgh ve\w.Hlth u. forrcot f J-nc In tha arlor, lt oould bo r f lro that courd travo a
pcmelirl.e hJ'gh valuo loea due to tho Btnrctunce . Lt rcould bo advantagroru!
fon,tho-dovolopan to trEvr lu h{E subdtvlslon eufflclent fino pnotootionfacllltloa auch as:

I

a

t
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a) An adsquoto $9tor- utg*? sod rupplf oytt'r fc fhr

oupPnasolon'ritiG tbo e'ubdivlolm'

D) I,ocstc flne hydrentt at ltnattgtc locattos tbroghput

iiro aunafvlolsn'

c) rrork croasrv vrtn-llc-rffi* m*S{ffi:Hl4lk.
ol fo*"tt':f so tltat the cqurp*''1' ilti*n I

i;.;ild cas bo usod edoq

Ifyouhavoerryfi$'thorquocttons,plaaosfeelfneotocoatcctF|

SlncorclY, '

g0$efut! F' tlnlghtt l{fl Arcl flrotot"'den

IIF{[trg

oos 309
ccl fllo
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la
STATE OF MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
CERTIFICATE OF SUBDIVISION PLAT APPROVAL(Section 69-5001 through Og-S0Og, n.C.ll. 

-ig4Z)

County Clerk and Recorder
Flathead County
Kal ispel I , Montana 59901

No. I 5-75-K393

E.S. 76/K172

THIS IS T0 CERTIFY THAT the plans.and sypplemental inforrnation relating to theindividual water. supplv syltbm and the ihiiuiauai sewage Jiiposar system forthe subdivision known is ihe Ranch,iJiateo in-Fiailreia"counivl-i4ontana havebeen reviewed by personneTl6FtTiF-Subdivision bu"eau, and,

THAT the documents and.data required by Section 69-5001 through 69-5009, R.c.M.1947 and the rules of the Deparunent oi Health and Environmental sciences madeand promulgated pursuant thei'eto have been suu*itted ana-iouna-to be in compllancetherewith, and,

THAT approval or tF-plat of said subdivision is made with the understanding thatthe following conditibns shall be met:

THAT the 'lot size(s) as indicated on the
and recorder will not be further altered

THAT the lot(s) shalr be used for singre famiry dwerling(s), ind,
THAT the individual water lyst$ will consist of a drilled well constructed inaccordance with the criteril established in-llnc rc-,.i,iiiol-ii+s+o to a minimumdepth of 100 feet, and,

THAT the individual-sewage disposal system will consist of a septic tank andsubsurface drainfield of-such iize anl cupaljiy.t set forth in MAC t6-2.14(10)-sI4340 and will be located as indicated;;-t#ltipiiir iiiitibn of sewer sysrem,'maps now on file in the Flathead county sanitariaiis ortii.l-und, -'--r

THAT each subsurface drainfield shall have an absorption area based on a maximumapplication rate of no more than z.o gJiionr'p"" sguare foot per day, and,

THAT the bottom of the drainfield shall be at least four feet above the watertable, and,

THAT no.sewage disposal^:ystem shall be constructed within 100 feet of the maximumhigh water level of a t0dyear flood ;i ;;t-;ii..r, lake, watercourse, orinigation ditch, and, -"!

THAT plans for tf9 ptgpgsed,water and individual sewage systems will be reviewed
11d aRproveg by the.Fl;thead county Heatin-o.partrent before construction isstartedr dhdl

THAT the developen-shall provide each purcf,qg." of property with a copy of plat
lnclyding a. copv of this tertificate o?-ruuaiuision'piii iipi;ovar and saidpurchaser shall locate water and/or sewag"-iaiititte! in ii[oraance therewith, and,
THAT instruments of transfer for this property shall contain reference to tneslconditions, and, ''-r---r

THAT departure fronr any criteria set forth in MAC. 1.g-?,14(10)-sI4340 when erectinga structure and appurtenant facilities in said suMivisio,i ii trounas ior inJunctionby the Department of Health and Environmeniit-sciances. vs'rsJ 'v' r'rrrurr'

YoU ARE REQUESTED to record this certificate by attaching it to the map or platofsaidsubdivisionfi]edinyouroriiie-ii.r!"qutreauviaw.

DATED this l3th day of July, 1916.

plat to be filed with the county clerk
without approval r drd,

A. C. KNIGHT, M,D., F.C.C.P.
ACTING DIRECTOR

hlllbur 0. Aikin, P.E.
Subdivision Bureau
Environmental Sciences Division
Kalispell Reglonal 0ffice

By:

,ntsps




