
7 

Q s r  t z qnv 

b@gpartment 4 of Health and ~8biroornental sciences 
STATE OF MONTANA HELENA,MON~A 5560, 

August 20, 1976 
ACTING DIRECTOR 

A t a t e  L i  brary, He1 ena 
Board o f  County Commissioners, Sweet Grass County Courthouse, B ig  Timber 
Ray Hedrick, R.S., Co. San., Box 109, L iv ingston 
Environmental Qua1 i ty Counci 1, Helena 
Department o f  F ish and Game, He1 ena 
Mr.  Richard A. W i  11 iams, Fairv iew Ranches, Inc., Me lv i l l e ,  Montana 59055 

PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE 

FAIRVIEW RANCHES, INC. BULL TEST STATION 

Pursuant t o  the Montana Administrat ive Code, Section 16-2.2 (2)-P2030 
(Rul e IV )  , the  f o l  lowing p re l  iminary environmental review has been prepared 
by t h e  Department o f  Health and Environmental Sciences concerning the Bu l l  
Test; Stat ion,  Fairv iew Ranches, Inc. and a request by Mr .  Richard A. 
Wil l iams f o r  a waste discharge permit f o r  t h a t  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  . 

located west o f  Me l v i l l e ,  Montana. 

The purpose . o f  t h i s  prel iminary environmental review i s  t o  inform a1 1 
i n te res ted  governmental agencies, pub l i c  groups, o r  i nd i v i dua l s  o f  the 
proposed ac t i on  and t o  determine whether o r  no t  the act ion may have a s ign i -  
f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on the human environment. This pre l iminary  environmental 
review w i l l  be c i r cu la ted  f o r  a per iod o f  ten  days a t  which t ime a decis ion 
w i l l  be made as t o  our f u tu re  act ion. I f  you care t o  comment on t h i s  pro- 
posed act ion,  please do so w i t h i n  t h a t  a l l o t t e d  time. 

The animal confinement f a c i l i t y  around which t h i s  ac t ion  i s  centered 
i s  located i n  the  NW&, SP4, Sec. 6, T. 4 N., R. 14 E., o f  Sweet Grass 
County, approximately s i x  mi les  northwest o f  Me1 v i  1 le ,  Montana. The 
approximate l oca t i on  o f  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  i s  ind ica ted  on Figure No. 1. 

Although l i ves tock  has been held i n  confinement a t  t h i s  l oca t i on  f o r  
many years, the B u l l  Test  Sta t ion was j u s t  constructed i n  January of 1975. 
The cur ren t  feeding area encompasses approximately 3.8 acres and has 
maximum capaci ty f o r  approx-imately 350 head o f  l i vestock.  The area i s  q u i t e  
f l a t  w i t h  slopes o f  l ess  than one percent from nor th  t o  south. So i l  
cha rac te r i s t i c s  are  a f i ne ,  sandy loam on t he  surface w i t h  a g rave l l y  sub- 
surface. Groundwater depth i s  r e l a t i v e l y  shal low and var ies  from e igh t  t o  
12 feet. Surface runof f  which would be generated from p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f a l l i n g  
d i r e c t l y  on the feeding area would be d ive r ted  i n t o  a r e ten t i on  pond. 
Extraneous drainage would be prevented from reaching t he  feeding area through 
a d i k i n g  system. The waste cont ro l  f a c i l i t y  proposed would provide we l l  i n  
excess o f  t he  storage requ i red t o  r e t a i n  the  r u n o f f  which could be expected 
from a 25-year, 24-hour r a i n f a l l  event. 
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Due t o  the s i ze  o f  the  waste con t ro l  f a c i l i t y ,  the l i q u i d  which accumu- 
l a t e s  there in  w i l l  be disposed o f  p r i m a r i l y  through evaporation. Sol i d  waste 
which might accumulate w i t h i n  the lagoon w i l l  pe r i od i ca l l y  be removed by 
mechanical means and disposed o f  on adjacent a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. Likewise, 
manure which accumulates w i t h i n  the feediug area w i l l  be per iod ica l  l y  mounded 
and removed a t  l e a s t  once each year f o r  disposal on surrounding land. 
Approximately 3,000 acres o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  1 and i s  avai 1 able f o r  waste 
disposal.  This mater ia l  would then be u t i l i z e d  f o r  i t s  n u t r i e n t  value by 
the crops t h a t  are  being grown w i t h  l i t t l e ,  if any, detr imental effects t o  
e i t h e r  the s o i l  o r  the growing crops. 

Any animal confinement f a c i l i t y  such as t h i s  w i l l  have an e f f ec t  on the 
surrounding environment, but  adverse envi ronmental e f f ec t s  can be minimized 
through adherence t o  a good waste management program. As previously stated, 
t he  surface runo f f  would be adequately prevented from reaching s ta te  waters. 
Due t o  the r e l a t i v e l y  h igh groundwater table,  the waste con t ro l  f a c i l i t y  
w i l l  be l i n e d  w i t h  an impervious c l ay  l i n e r  t o  prevent contamination o f  the 
groundwater. 

F l i e s  around the animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be con t ro l l ed  through 
a per iod ic  spraying program. Dead animals w i l l  be -disposed of through the 
serv ices o f  a l oca l  rendering company. 

The e n t i r e  area surrounding the s i t e  o f  t h i s  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  
i s  u t i l  i zed p r i m a r i l y  f o r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  production. There are no known 
h i s t o r i c a l  o r  archaeological s i t e s  which would i n  any way be af fected by 
t h e  operation. Since the  f a c i l i t y  i s  i n  existence as o f  t h i s  time there 
should be no unusual demands placed on o ther  environmental resources. I f  
the  waste management program as ou t l i ned  i n  t h i s  pre l iminary  environmental 
review i s  adhered to,  the  problems associated w i t h  animal confinement 
f a c i l i t i e s  should be e l  iminated o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  minimized. 

Secondary and soc ia l  impact due t o  the  proposed ac t ion  should be minimal 
due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  area has been used f o r  q u i t e  sollie t ime as an animal 
confinement f a c i l i t y ,  and a change i n  use of the land would no t  occur. 

I n  summary, the ove ra l l  impact o f  the  proposed ac t ion  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
minimized due t o  the f a c t  t h a t  the s i t e  has been used f o r  qu i t e  some t ime 
as an animal confinement f a c i l i t y  and the waste management program proposed 
should adequately deal w i t h  an t i c ipa ted  problems. 
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