
* 3qbPartrnent STATE OF MONTANA of Health HELENA,MONTANA and 5%01 ~Pdronrnenta sciences 

September 2, 1976 . - ACTING DIRECTOR 

Board o f  County Commi ssioners, Raval l  i County Courthouse, Harni 1 ton  
County P l  anni ng Board, Raval l  i County Courthouse, Hami 1 ton  
Chuck Stahl , Co. Sanitarian, Box 5019, Courthouse, Hamil ton  
Environmental Qua1 i ty Counci 1 , Helena 

J epartment o f  Fish and Game, Helena 
t a t e  L i b ra r y  , He1 ena 

Mr.  James Iman, Route 1, Box 2363A, Harnil t on  59840 
Mr. Vang Pao, Route 1, Box 35, V i c to r  59875 
Mr.  Frank Williams, Route 2, Box 2335A, Hamilton 
Mr, ~ h T l  Baden, Route 2, Cherry Bar Ranch, Hamil ton  
Mr .  Jack Dodson, Route 1 , Box 346, V i c to r  
Mr .  Gerald Dutton, Route 1, Box 34C, V i c to r  
Mr .  Del Connor, Route 1, Box 34B, V i c t o r  
Mr. J. E. Snyder, Route 1, Box 34A, V i c t o r  
Mr .  Boyce H i  11, Route 1, Box 33, V i c to r  
Mr ,  K. L. Kershner, Route 1, Box 63, V i c t o r  
Mr .  Roy Hern, Route 1, Box 64, V i c to r  
Mr .  Norman Al l ison,  Route 1, Box 65A, V i c to r  

PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE 

VANG PA0 CONFINEMENT HOG OPERATION 

Pursuant t o  the Montana Admin is t ra t ive  Code, Section 16-2.2(2)-P2030 
(Rule I V )  , the fo l low ing  p re l  iminary environmental review has been prepared 
by the  Department o f  Health and Environmental Sciences concerning the 
Vang Pao confinement hog operation and a request by Mr .  James 1rna.n fo r  a 
waste discharge permit f o r  t h a t  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  located northwest 
of Corva l l i s ,  Montana. 

The purpose o f  t h i s  pre l iminary  environmental review i s  t o  in form a l l  
i n t e res ted  governmental agencies, pub l i c  groups, o r  i nd i v i dua l s  of the 
proposed ac t ion  and t o  determine whether o r  no t  the ac t ion  may have a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on t he  human environment. This p re l  i m i  nary envi ronmental 
review w i l l  be c i r cu la ted  f o r  a per iod o f  ten  days a t  which t ime a decis ion . 

w i l l  be made as t o  our f u tu re  act ion.  If you care t o  comnent on t h i s  
proposed action, please do so w i t h i n  t h a t  a l l o t e d  time. 

The proposed animal confinement f a c i  1 i ty  around which t h i s  ac t ion  i s  
centered w i l l  be located i n  the SEk, NEk, Sec, 25, T.7N., R.21W., of Rava l l i  
County, approximately two mi les west and one m i l e  no r t h  o f  Corva l l is ,  
Montana. The approximate l oca t i on  o f  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  i s  ind ica ted  on Figure 
No. 1. 

The animal confinement f a c i l i t y  which i s  being proposed i s  known as a 
t o t a l  con f i  nement opera t i  on as the 1 ivestock associated w i t h  t h i s  proposed 



f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be t o t a l l y  confined w i t h i n  bu i ld ings on t he  premises. The 
operat ion w i l l  cons is t  o f  farrowing 100 sows and feeding t o  market weight 
the p igs  which are produced. The proposal i s  t o  u t i l i z e  an e x i s t i n g  a i rp lane 
hanger f o r  feed storage, a nursery un i t ,  and a growing un i t .  Separate 
bu i ld ings  w i l l  be constructed f o r  farrowing and f o r  f i n i sh i ng .  The waste 
mater ia l  which i s  produced w i t h i n  the bu i ld ings w i l l  be contained i n  l i q u i d  
manure p i t s  a t  each bu i l d i ng  and i n  a supplemental storage tank. Tota l  
storage capaci ty o f  approximately 225,000 gal lons w i l l  be provided which 
s houl d exceed the  minimum storage requ i  rements. 

The waste mate r ia l  which accumulates w i t h i n  t he  l i q u i d  manure f a c i l i t i e s  
w i l l  be p e r i o d i c a l l y  removed and disposed of  on adjacent a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. 
Approximately 220 acres o f  such land i s  ava i lab le  f o r  t h i s  purpose. During 
the sumner months, the  waste mate r ia l  w i l l  be mixed w i t h  i r r i g a t i o n  waters 
and spread on cropland. During spr ing and f a l l ,  the waste mate r ia l  w i l l  be 
spread- and incorporated w i  t h  the s o i l  w i t h i n  36 hours o f  spreading. 

Any animal confinement f a c i l i t y  can have an e f f e c t  on the surrounding 
environment. Adverse e f f e c t s  can, however, be minimized through imp1 ementa- 
t i o n  of a good waste management program. Odors around an animal confinement 
f a c i l i t y  such as being proposed here can be minimized through good house- 
keeping w i t h i n  the  confinement bui ld ings.  Major per iods o f  odors are  
associated w i t h  the  spreading of the  l i q u i d  manure onto adjacent croplands. 
Mixing w i t h  i r r i g a t i o n  water dur ing the  summer months and incorporat ion w i t h  
the s o i l  dur ing sp r ing  and f a l l  should s i g n i f i c a n t l y  minimize the  extent  and 
durat ion o f  those odors, F l i e s  around the animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  
be con t ro l l ed  through rou t i ne  b a i t i n g  and spraying programs. Dead animals 
w i l l  be disposed o f  by burning i n  a proper inc inera to r .  

While zoning does not  cu r ren t l y  e x i s t  f o r  the  area proposed t o  be used 
as an animal confinement f a c i  1 i ty, previous contacts w i t h  the  l o c a l  planning 
agency have ind ica ted  the  area i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n  nature. There are no 
known h i s t o r i c a l  o r  archaeological s i t e s  which would i n  any way be af fected 
by the  proposed operation. I f  the  waste management program as ou t l i ned  i n  
t h i s  pre l iminary  environmental review i s  adhered to,  problems associated w i t h  
animal confinement f a c i  1 i t i e s  should be e l iminated o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  minimized. 

Secondary and soc ia l  impact due t o  t he  proposed ac t i on  should be minimal 
due t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  area i s  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
product i  on. 
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