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December 3, 1976 

TO: Persons and organ iza t ions  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  Johns-Manvi l le Sales 
Corporat ion discharge t o  t h e  West Fork S t i l l w a t e r  River,  Montana 

I n  ~ u l ~ ,  1976, t h e  Water Q u a l i t y  Bureau o f  t h e  Department o f  Heal th 
and Environmental Sciences, issued a t e n t a t i v e  MPDES waste discharge permi t  
t o  t h e  J-M Corp. (Johns-Manvi l le Sales Corporat ion).  On August 24, 1976, 
a p u b l i c  hear ing was he ld  i n  Columbus, Montana t o  p rov ide  p u b l i c  i n p u t  t o  
t h e  proposed d i  scharge permi t  and t o  the  PER ( p r e l  im inary  environmental 
rev iew) t h a t  was prepared by t h e  Water Q u a l i t y  Bureau r e l a t i v e  t o  the  
Johns-Manvi 11 e discharge. Based on comments obta ined from t h i s  pub1 i c  
hearing, a number o f  changes were made i n  t h e  permit .  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  
changes incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  permi t  were: 

1. A cont inuous bioassay i n  the waste e f f l u e n t  from the  J-M Corp. 
w i l l  be requ i red  r a t h e r  than a p e r i o d i c  bioassay. 

2. A change i n  pH o f  0.2 u n i t s  w i l l  be a l lowab le  i n  t h e  r i v e r  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  J-M Corp. discharge. 

3. The technique f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  sa fe ty  c o e f f i c i e n t s  was c l a r i f i e d  
and s l i g h t l y  rev i sed  t o  make i t  more understandable and more 
enforceable. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these changes, t he re  were numerous minor changes t o  b e t t e r  
c l a r i f y  o r  more accu ra te l y  descr i  be pe rm i t  condi t ions.  

On October 27, 1976, a f i n a l  MPDES pe rm i t  was issued t o  t h e  J-M Corp. 
f o r  t h e i r  discharge. This  permi t  s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  on the  date of 
t h e  Department's approval o f  an acceptable chemical and b i o l o g i c a l  t e s t i n g  
program and the  Department's approval o f  and t h e  pe rm i t t ee ' s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a wa te r - t i gh t  seal o f  t h e  a d i t  and a p lan  f o r  sea l ing  t h e  
a d i t .  To date, the  J-M Corp. has n o t  submitted these documents f o r  
Department approval, bu t  i s  expected t o  do so soon. Upon r e c e i p t  of these 
documents from t h e  J-M Corp., a n o t i c e  w i l l  be sent  t o  a1 1 i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
organ iza t ions  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  problem t o  sol  i c i  t t h e i r  rev iew and comment. 
Upon approval of these procedures by t h e  Water Q u a l i t y  Bureau, t h e  J-M Corp. 
permi t w i  1 1 become ef f e c t i  ve . 

Copies o f  the  f i n a l  J-M permi t  and t h e  PER prepared by t h e  Bureau are 
a v a i l a b l e  upon request from t h e  Water Q u a l i t y  Bureau a t  a nominal cost.  
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