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Mr. Terry Carmody, Executive Director
Environmental Quality Council
Helena, MT 59601
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Dear Terry:

Enclosed are two copies of prelininary environmental
reviews covering minor improvements at the following fishing
access sites:

FG-N*98 Willow Creel< Reservoir
FG-N-}00 l{artinsclale Reservoir "1FG-N-104 Far I'Iest trishinq Access Site
FG-N-105 Cameron Bridge Fishing Access Site

Vle hope these documents wil-I satisfy the requirements
of the Environmental Pol.icy Act. Copies have been sent to
the county commissioners where these projects are located.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contacL ne.
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PPGLIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

FAR WEST FISHING ACCESS SITE

ROSEBUD COI]NTY

MONTANA

FG-N-104

Prepared by: Richard Misplon
Montana Fish & Game

Parks & Recreation Division
L2/Ls /78



I. Project Location

Far West Fishing Access Site is approximately one mlle to the northwest of
Rosebud, Montana. Access to the site is from F.A.S. 446.

Far West Fishing Access Site consists of three parcels located in the portion
of section 16, township 6N, range 42E, that is north of the Yellowstone River.
(See naster site plan)

The first parcel is a ten foot access, running parallel- to the northern
section line for approximately 3r655 feet. It comprises approximately 1.68
acres.

The second parcel is a rectangular parcel 865 feet deep and 11000 feet
long and begins Lr654 feet west of the northeast corner of section 16. It
comprises approximately 19.85 acres.

The third parcel is triangular with southr.rest border on the 1ow water lineof the Yellowstone River. The northeast corner of the parcel begins 41972 feet
west of the northeast corner of section 16. It comprises approximately LL.Z$
acres.

The three sections total approximateLy 32.82 acres.

II. Descriptio.n of project

The proposed Far West Fishing Access Site project has two separace
Unit nunber one is an access road with a cul-de-sac and a concrete boat
(See master site plan)

units.
ramp.

The project will consist of construction of approximately 7,600 square feet
of gravel access road and parking lot, pouring 480 square feet of concrete boat
ramp' install-ation of 200 barrier posts, installation of one single cattleguard,
installation of two signs, and j.nstal-lation of 100 rods of rail fence.

Unit number two is an access road with a parking area for the pond and a
small camping area. (See rnaster slte plan) The project wil-l- consist of the
construction of approximatel-y 38r000 square feet of graveled roadway and parking
area' installation of 400 barrier posts, installation of a double eattleguard,
i-nstallation of 17 signs, install-atlon of 165 rods of barbwire fence, and
construction of one double latrine.

III. Purpose of Project

The purpose of this project is to provide recreational opportunities for
the Lower Yellowstone River Valley. The site will provide a good boat
access for both fishermen and floaters. Miles City ls approximately thirty
rniles domstream from the site and will make a good one day float.

The canping area and pond will provide surnmer recreation for farnilies
and fishennen. The pond can be used for swinming. In the fall it is expected
that the canping area will get heavy use from hunters.



IV. Impacts

a. Historical

Although the area is historically significant, the sites in question
are located in the flood plain of the Yellowstone River and any artifacts
have long since been washed away or buried. An archeological survey was
made and no artifacts were found.

b. Residents

There are no residences located on the site, however the land is now
being leased for grazing and there is no easement for pedestrians across
the undevel-oped parts of the tract. I{owever, we donrt forsee any conflicts.

c. l'Iildlif e

The general area around the sites has an abundance of wildlife. White-
tall and mule deer frequent the river bot.tom. Antelope winter in the
same area but tend to move south in t.he warmer nonths.

Game birds that inhabit the area are hungarian partridge, pheasants,
and sharptail grouse.

Ducks, geese and other water fowl feed along the river, especially
during the migratory seasons.

Non-game birds in the area include the belted king fisher, wood
peckers, assorted shore birds, and many song birds.

The fish that inhabit this stetch of the Yellowstone are classified as
htarm water types. They include golden eye, sauger, wall eye, perch, and
occasi-onally paddlefish.

d. Construction and Visitor Use

Construction and visi-tor use of these areas will have unavoidable
effects. During the construction phase there will be some disruption
to the wildlife due to both noise and dust pollution. Dust pollution
will be kept to a minimum by watering.

This disruptionwill be short term and is not expected to have any
lasting effects. It is expected that there will be an increase in the
turbidity of the r^rater near the boat ranrp during construction. This is
unavoidable but will be kept to a minimum by proper construction
teehniques.

e. Increased Visitor Use

After construction, increased visitor use will probably have an



effect on the wildlife and fish populations. These effects probably
will not be very severe since the two areas are to be bounded by fencing.
At the present tjme and probably in the future, Ehe rest of this parcel
will- be used for grazing. This in itself has an effect on the wildlife
and visitor use will not significantly increase this effect.

The Bald Eag1e, an endangered species, uses this area, on occasion,
as a wj.ntering area. Visitor use wonft be a problen since this is not
a nesting site, but a feedi-ng area. Also it is anticipated that there
will be very littl-e visitor use in the winter months. Design criteria
will specify leaving all snags and other roosting areas intact so that
the birds will have places to eat while fishing. Care will be taken not
to create any obstacles for flying birds.

t. Air and Water Quality

Alr pollution is not considered to be a serious problem at this site.
During construction there shall be some unavoidable dust and exhaust
problems due to the operation of constructlonmachinery. The dust shall
be kept to a minimun by watertng the site. Neither probl-en is considered
to be slgnificant.

After construction there will be an increase in both auto and nolse
pollution due to the increase in visitor use. These probl-ens are un-
avoidable but considered to be insignificant.

Litter will- i-ncrease, but it is to be kept to a minimun by instigat-
ing a pack ln, pack out policy and periodic clean up by Fish and Game
personnel.

Littl-e if any water pollution fron visitor use is expected at the
site. However, during construction some roiling of the water is unavoid-
able whlle building the boat ramp. Proper construction techniques will
keep this to a minimtmr. In any case this is not considered to be a serious
problem.

The latrine will be the sealed vault type and shall be periodically
punped out and the contents disposed of in accordance with local regulations.
The ground water and one hundred year flood l-evels will be taken into
consideration when locating the latrine.

g. Effects on the Coumunity

Few if any social problems are expected to be created by this project.
The comtunity of Rosebud can expect a small increase in business due to
both the construction activities and later the increased visitor use.
Thls increase is not expected to cause any problens for the comnunity.

V. Comnittment of Resources

In a physical sense none of the resources involved in the project are



non-recoverable. A11 lstructures can be removed or covered and the land
can be restored to itrs original state.

In a political sense the resources of this site are non-recoverable.
The Federal funds expended to improve the site are irretrievable. Expenditure
of these Federal funds will ,crotrni.t the site to recreational use rather than
the agricultural pruposes that it is ,used for now.

IV. Justification of a Preliminary Environmental Review

In general, the effects of this project can be expeeted to be ninirnal.
The limited use and scope of the proJect do not nake it neccessary to submit
a detailed environnental i:npact statement.
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