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Helena, MT 59601
September 18, I979

Mr. Terry Carrnody, Executive Director
Environmental Quality Council
Helena, l.{T 5 96 01

Dear Terry:

Enclosed are two copies of FG-N-LL4, Docks and Piers
Statewide. This document covers work scheduled in well
developed recreation areas with good access roads. Generally,
the projects will consist of the addition of boat docks to
presently existing facilities. Tn several cases, swimrning
areas will also be designated.

We hope this docr.rment will- satisfy the requirements of
the St,ate Environmental Policy Act. If you have any questions,
please feel free to call on ne.

Sincerely, ']

' ) ,,n, tr,'' - ]f':'
' d',','",4 { ' .er- :n"(' '' ,, .

Jarnes A. Posewitz, Administrator
i'Ecological Services Division

sd

cc: Water Quality Bureau
Division of Architecture & Engineering
Flathead County Conr-missioners
Lincoln County Commissioners
Lake County Commissioners
Wheatland County Commissioners
Fallon County Commissioners
Supervisors, Regions 11 2t 5 & 7
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PRITI,IMINARY lrNVIII0NMINTAL REVILI{

DOilKS AND PIIiI{S S'fA'firl{IDE

FG-N-114

tValt Anderson
Irlontana Departnent of
Fi sh, WiIdlife, & Parks
Parks Division
8/2t/7s
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I' roj cr:_L l,ocir Li r.rrr-

'l hc work schcduicrl {'or t.his pr:ojcct lvi i 1 t.akc 1llacc at nirtc diffcrcltt
locations around thc statc . 'l'hc va.ri ous sites arc as f o1lows :

1 . Ye 1low llay State llecreation Are;t -
East.slrore of Flatheacl [,ake, approximately 15 miles NE of
Po 1s on.

2. ltayfarer: State Rccreation Area -
North end of Flathead Lake, approximately L5 rniles SE of
Ka1ispe1l.

Ilig Arm Sta.te liecrea.t i on Area -
lVest shore of trlathead Lake, approxinately 15 ntl 1es NIV of
Polson.

Logan Sta.te [i.ecreation Alea -
On N{iddle Thontpson Lake approximately 40 nri les lV of Kalispe1l
on U.S. Ilighway 2.

7.

Glenn l,ake Irisiritrt Access Sitc
Approxi.nrateTy 4 mi1cs SiV of Eureka on U.S. Ilighway 93, thetr
east 6 ni l es on c-ounty roacl .

l{hitefish State llecreation Area -
On l'/hitefish Lake, one mile l/ of the towr-l , lVhitefish.

Lambetli lvlcrnorial State I{ecrcation Atea -
7 mi-les NIV of Dayton on Lake it{ary ilonan.

South Sandstone State Recreation Area -
13 r,ri lcs W of Boulclcr: on lJ.S. tlighway 12, then 7 miles soutlt
to Sout.h Sundstclne Rcservoir.

Deadmanrs Basin Statc Recrcation Area -
18 rniles ij of }{arlowtown on U.S. llighway 12.

8.

3.

A

q.

6.

q

II !lrgr-":!-!s:s:: ru,,,',

A. l!:SfU! ",f 
of t':glrg:Sg tr.tlgl

All ninc sitcs lu'c i{cll dcvclopcd
t'olrtls. (lrlrrr.'r;r lly, tltc 1lt'o.iclct lvi
rlot'l<s to tlrc 1rt'csc:ttt l'rrciIif ir':;.
itctiorrs .[ol caclr s i t.c lvill bc as

1'0('-rcilt I oll il I'cils
I I con:r i:; t ttl- t lr..
Nlorc :;pc'ci l-iclr I ly

l ol lows:

with goocl ac-'ccss
rttltli tiott o{' lroltt
, t lrc p t'optls t'tl

1. Yellow Iiay S.lt.A.
64 fect of pi le-clrivcn pier ending rvith a 24
A1so, 7 pi 1es rvi 11 bc dri vcn in such a nat)ncr
a swimning area next to tlre picr.

f oot ttl,t' s c cI- i ttt; ,

as to dcsignatc



Wayfarcr S.R.A.
A 24 foot catwalk, 64
24 foot "1," scction.
J)lrnr)cr il-s to dcs i.grtatc

2..

feet of pi le dri vcn pier encling lvith
Also, 5 pilcs tvill bc drivcn itt sttc'lt
a slvinun ing ar(-'a ncxt. to thc p i cr'.

a

1 Big Arm S.lt.A. -
Iixtending on existing pi le-driven pier 12 fcet
foot "1," seetion. Ag;tin, a swimrring area next
he designated by driving approximately 6 pilcs
pattern.

and adding a 24-
to the pier will
in a specificd

A.+.

r

Logan S .11.. A. -
64 feet of floatinR dock with a 16 foot "T"

Glenn l,ake.S.R.A.
A catwalk, 48 feet of floating dock with a

section on the end

16 f oot "'f " s ecti- on

b.

on the end.

l{hitcfislr s.lt.\.
One catwalk,96 feet of floating dock with a 16 foot r.f, section
on the end.

7. Lambeth N{ernorial S.l{.A.
Onc catwalk leacling to 64 feet of floating dock.

8. Soutir Sandstone S.R.A. -
A catlvillk leadi ng to a 16 foot f loatitrg clock.

9. Deadnan's Basi,n S.R.A. -
A 20 foot catr,valk connected to a 20 foot floating dock.

!:::.rul::l_o!llgl$"
l. Flatiread Lake Area

The first threc sites listed above for irnprovenents, Ye1low Bay,
VJayf ar:er, and Big Arnr S . R. A. rs 1i.e on the shores of [: lathead Lake.
The lake shore env j ronnrent is basi.cally the same. Dense matul'e
stands of fir, larch, and pine are most common, altlrough selected
areas of birch, ash, ancl cottonwoods can also be found. Under-
growth is generally dense

The area show-s evidence of being selectively logged many years ago.

Irlatheacl Lake contains a variety of fish life includirrg Kokannee
s;r1rnon, Dol1y Varclen, rainbow trout, mackinaw, and cutthroat trout.

ivildlife found around the lake are principally grotrnd squirrcls.
ntarnrots, rodcnts, and a fcw deer. A varicty of small bird spccics
are present along with nrigrati.ng ducks and geesc.

- Ihe lake area is not critical range or corridor for any species.

Flathead Lake is a descendent of an arm of the earlier Pleistocene
glacieral Flathead Lake. Consequently, the area consists prirnarily
of glacial lake deposits. 'Ihis material is mainly silt and cla1's.

B.



o1'l'hc ai r artd r{atcr r1u;tlitY
good.

'['hcrc in'c lto ltistorica1 ol
lake area lts listed in thc

Good access is provided to
and gravcled roads.

thc arelt is gcttcr:t

alr:llacologiclr I s itr:s
National ltcgistcr of

aII tlrfL'c sitcs, via

l ly considct-cri

Iocltt.c-'d in thc
Iti.storic P laces

paved ltighways

3.

[,a1d use in the lake area is orientccl towards recreation, thc
luurber industry antl agri,culture.

llhitcti sli State liecclatir:n Ar:ea

'1 l'rc ter"r:titt in Llre area oii this site is snooth altd rolling' 'l'hc

prj.n1ry, ve|eti.tt ive spec j.es ilTe dense stands of Douglas Fir, Pon-
jerosa pine, an<1 lerrch. lJecatrse of tree density, undergrowth is
I irni reci.

Whitefish Liike is co1r1 and clear suppor:ting a smaller population.
Garne fish lresent a.t:e; cutthroat, rainbow trout, and kokanee salmon'
l.lon"-glrme f ish incl,ude the lotrg nose sucker, Columb ian River chub,
and pigrny rvhitefish.

I 1 th<-: I 31ie vi cipi t.v '"vititr:tai 1 dce r, nule dccr, black bear, pine
stluirrcls, ni-nk antl beav1 i cal) be {-ound. Birds found in the area
jnclude Canacla jay, Stellarrs jay, blue grouse, and Franklin's grouse.
The recerati,on area is not critical habitat or corridor for any spccies.

'ftrc ;rrea. i-r tyi:i c::1 g1acial, tclrain wi th large deposit-s of clays and

s i 1t:, " {ll il ,tcl and sanri I aycrs transfer high quality groundwater to
within 35 feet of ground surface.

]'hc :rir anrl rviltc''r qrrality in the are a i s consideretl good.

Use o i' thg lancl rs reserve{ prinlari l.y for agri culture, logging and

rec rr-r:r1" i. ott .

A prel.irrrirraly archaeologi clrl srrrvey was pe rformed priot- to pl'cviotts
cleve loltntent bltt ro itttportant evi dence was f ound. No historic or
ar:chaeologic;r1 si.tes are present in this area.

Vehicular access to the site is vi a tJ.S. llighrv;ry 93.

l,ogan St,ate Recreat ion Area

'l'hc physiogrlrphy srrrrorrndiltg this sitc is hlrsic:r11y srnootlr
glaciatcd irenches n terraces and s lopcs . (lonsecluent Iy, the
is underlain h1, clays, si lis and fine sands-

Veget:rtivc cover i s primari 1y clense stands of conifer:s wi-th
wi11ow trees. lJn<iergrowt]r is nrairr Ly grlsses.

lollirrg
su rface

.s onlc



.1.

'l'hc area contains a variet.y of fj.sh and wi Ldlifc. Ivljcldle T'honpson

l,ake on r,rhich thc sjte is located -supports a diversificd population
of fish including; raiirltow, lalic and cutthroat trout along rvith somc

llrrgcmorrth b;rss arrcl kokirncrc sil lmon. l"'i ldl i fc i rr tltc arca itlc ltl(lcs
tlL'cr, lroth nnrlc llrrcl wlritctrril, i.ll1 occi.lsionrtl bcltt', lrc-'ltvcl', llittc
srlu ii'rc ls , antl n j nk. A vari,ety of songbi rds e xist lvith some grotrse
and migrator:y ducks and geese.

Air and water quality in the area is generally considered good.

l,ogging, xRficultule, and rcc.reation make rrp the prinrary uses of
the surroundi.ng 1and.

A prcli-rninary archaeological survey r^ias perforrned prior to pleviotrs
dcveiopmctrt. Althotrglr no cvidcrrc-.e rvas foun(l , prehistoric eviclence
iti the arcta i.s suspectetl . No histori c. or archaeological sites are
li-sted for thc arca in the Nati cnal llegi.ster of llistoric Places.

Good acces-s i s prov Ldcd Lry LI. S . Ilighway 2 ancl a we 11 graveled road
connectjng the highway with tirr sjte.

!-ls:.ut-!*! " il {u''glss!::--Uls
{'l 1cnn I,;.ll.c i--s situated iir the Llpirer nolthwcst region of l4otttana.
Niiunt-aj ns dcnse 1y f or:cstccl rr'ith coni fers s upport a rvide variety
oi' ivildlife. Ivlulc and whitetai l dcer, beaver, squil:rels, black
bear:s, and an occasional grizzly due to its close proximity to
Glacj el N;rt-ional [)alk, can bc seen. Songbird-s, migratory ducks
and gee-se, and ot.her iarge g,ame nnd non-game birds are also present

]:,xccl le nt fishing, i-s providcd by t1-re lake clue to its good populations
of Kokanee salmon and Rairrbow trout.

{ieo1ogica11y, Glentt Lake lies on val1ey fill consisting of sand, si1t,
and gravcl 

"

'l'ire air and water quali ty in thc area is generally considered good

'fherc are no sitcs .i n t.irc immediate vicinity listed on the National
Ilo"ister rrf llistoric I)laccs..rvb r v e! r

of the irrunctliate area is logging, agriculturc, and

to tll cnn l,ake i s v.i.a a wc
93 j rrs t s outh of l;trrck a .

I1 gravelecl road leading east

l,anrlrerLh irlc:rlj,tii,l- -ltl-rll: llc-.crcitt iort At c'Ir

'l'hc sccnic lahc-forcst surrounding of l,ake lvlary [ioniLn, on hrhiclt this
site is locatetl , is ntorc typical of northwcst lt'lor.rtanats I'ernotc back-
colrntt-y. It- is crtcloscd by dcnsc woodcd acrcs of conifcrs brokcn
only by sna11 neador,rs. Undergrorvth is den-se wherc sunll-ght pernits.

'fhe economic hase
t ourisn.

Vehi cular access
from U.S. Ilighway



6.

5.

I'he lake contaitrs a goocl poltr-rlation of largemouth bass, cuttirroat,
and raj.nbow trout, and Kokanee salmon.

Wi I dl i l'c i rrIab it ing the arcrr i nc lrrrlc dcc r, lrc'ltr, bcavcr, ltt i trk itncl

small rodents. A variety of songbirds and 1:rrge gane llirds ar'e also
present.

The area r^/as once covered by glaciers, the lake itself being formed
by a terminal morraine. T'he lake bottom and surrounding terrriin is
partially made up of locustrine sediments which are silts, c1ays,
and fine grained sands. It also contains sone glacial drift.

Land use is directed towards agriculture, logging, and recreation.

Air and water quality is generally coltsi-dered good.

No historic or archaeologic4l s-ites are listed on the National
Register of Historic. Places.

Vehicular access is provided by U.S. Llighw;,ry 93, a paved county
road, and finally an abandoned logging road.

South Sandstone State llecreation Area

South Sandstone Reservoir ljes in the gcntty rolling upland plains
of southeastern lrlontana. l$ith an annual precipitation rate of only
13 inches, the area supports or-tly grasses and is used primarily for
ranching, and farrning with 1itt1e or no irrigation.

lVildlife jn the area includes many species of song birds, mi-gratory
waterfowl, upland garne birds, and various gane animal-s.

Prinary speci.es of fish existing jn the reservoir are northern pike,
rva 1 lcye and ye 11ow perch .

'l'he rvatcr:;.hcrl is palt of what is ca11ed the tertiary aged Fort Uni on

formation consi.-stirrg of siltstone, sha1c, and limestone. Some oil
i s pl-esent ly being pumped but coal l-s the principal mineral Tesource.

The air and rvater quality in the area. is generally consi.dered good.

An archaeolog i cal survey of tirc alea l{as conduc-.ted prior to previous
najor development of the recreation ill'ca. It was determincd that no
signif icant antiquities would be endanger:cd. 'l'he watershed does not
contain any places listed on the National Register of Flistori.c Places

lrxccllcnt vchicul:rr acccss is providccl by ll.S. llighway [2 attd ittt irn-
proved gravclled road.

Deadman's Basin State Rec::eati"on Area

'Ihe lands -surroundjng Deadmanl
plains cover:ed by grasscs atrd

s llasin lleservoir are gently rol l ing
sagebruslt.

7.



'l'lir-. ;rlirrcipril rvilrliif'c s}r('r'l(':l ill.() rrrrrlc lrrrrl lvlritctlril clc.r:r, antclopc,
Iluncl'otls snr;r I I cr illl inrir l s irrc I rrtl ing songi.ri I'ds iind gurnc lr.i rds .

'l'ltc lc:it't'vttil' srl[)ltof t.s rairrlrow itrrd lrLitwn tIout, Kr.rkrrlrc:c siLinrort, lrrrtl
s rrckcls .

'l'hc-' rcscrvoj r bcd is conrpo:;ccl o1' quat.clnary :]1um.i lrum rrncicrlain by col-
r:r;tclo .slra lc of crct.accous ilgc. lli rcct ly to tlrc cast of t.hc I:aglc
Sandstone, CLaggert ;rnd,lr,rc[ith lli-vcr fornat_ions a]rc exposcd.

'l'he ai r itnd hratcr qrrality i.s as:runlc(l l.o be very good due to the lack
rrf hcarry i nr-lust ry i n the r"cg j on .

'l'he maj ori ty of the are:r i.s clcvotcd to ;tgricultr-rral pursrrit-s.

'l'hc set,cr;rl ;trclt is t:i.ciri n early cxplorcr arrd scttlcr hist-ory. No
sites of signi fj cance are knorr'n to exi st i n the irnnediate vicinity.

Vclri cui ar ar:ccsl; i:; providcd Iy ii.S. ltighway 12.

I I I. lrq|::_9j-!uut_!o_1u

'l'itr: pttrlrrlsc of t hi.s pro_i cc1. i s t.o ir,rltrovc thc r.r'at-er-lta.scd rccre:rtion
frrt:i I it ics ;tt ttittc <l i {'fc.r-t'rrt s j tcs irrorrrrd tllc st{rtc. 'l'lic proposccl act j ons
Itl'r-' tlt'r'rlctl lo tttitl.ch tlre grorvi.ng t.lernlncl f-or' ltul;li c outrl oor rccrciltion areirs
and f-;rci li tir:s.

I1,'. Il,t*-g*t*,:

S itt,. c thc ltrcrt:; ct"rtis lde-r:r-:ri f'or irnr)rcvcnrcrlt.s itre <lc.vclopcrl lecrcati olr
ilrt-'as rvit-lr f;rt:i litics 1-ot' r-:atnping, picnir.:king, boating ;rnd sir nitlrtion,
tite rrsrutl rrr;r-j <tl irrritrrct s to u n,ttrrrai rrntj istrrr'f,ed arclt lreve a1.r:ctrdy
tlikr:ti 1tl;tcc:. ltlirtrtr ririlxrcts io irc cxltcctcd:rrc cl'i sruptjon of thc iirlt<:
l:rll f orn :ind t'oi l ing o1' t.irc rr'ut ci'. 'i-hcsr: a rc tcinl)orrrr.y arrcl rvould occur
Otrll.t.iLrorrgit fitc dtit'ation of r:onstr:rrction. [)ossiblc rrprooting oF trccs
atld sltt'ulrs tnay oL'.cttr hut. a r-:lrtirse covc)t'in6i 1.lrc lcscccl ing and rcplanting
of'grassc.s, t-rccs, dr)tl :;hrrrlts is jnclucleci in the contract.

r\ f irte-- pct'ce-'tt1 sr:lut j.on of- j)entirchloroplre-nli sh'rll be appliecl trr tlr*.
ltilcs. hllt'lt llrc lrilcs trlvc bccn ql rivcn and cu1 nff at. thr' ;rp1ur,r'orl
c-lcvat.iott, a Lorrgjl-ur,l irr,rl liolr' ivi l I bc dri llr.tl il,;r,ir to t lrt-- low watt-r'-
l jnc atnd f i l lerct witir the 5 pcrcent soluti on of pentaciilorophenal. The
longitudinal irolc -shal,L be plugged with a +-i51ht fitting plug. t{ith
proper inspect ion of the pilc-s prior to driving and supervisi.on during
thc treating process by thc engi.necr, tl'ris metl'rod shorrld mininrize the
irrtroLhrct ion oF pr:cservtt ive into tlrc lltkc wlttt.r' itntl ;ury inlr:rt t thcrt'ol'
No uthcr pl'csorvat i vcs sha I I bc rrscd.

I'o:;itivt' intprtr'tri t() lrc corrsirlr..r'trti worrlrl lrc' incrcrr:;crl s;rl'r'ty lrrr,i 1.;1 .,' ,rl:
lrotlt opct'ltt iorr irt tlrc intmcdi.irtc vjcinity o1' thc bout rirntl)s. Ihc ric.sig-
nltitttt ol'stn'.i tttnting arc:l:i wolllii scparatc t-hc lroirtcr':; frorn thc',:ivitrrncrs
atttl tlttts clinrinilte l)ossjlrlc accidcnts. Ry prorritl i.trg clocks ancl picrs
I)(rxt to tlrc lrottt rantJls., boal.crs rcorrlrl not have to bctrclr tlicl'tlc. lrolrts
rs ol'tctr :rs lrt i'orc. l'hc f irlrl rt:strlt r.;orlltl lre l safcr arirl rnorc ordcr)y
;lllllosl)llol'o rvif lr tlrc ltossiblit,v of socitr I e'orrl-lir:ts lrcing rt:tlrrcc.tl .


