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Helenaf It{T 59501
October L7, L979

Mr. Terry Carmody, Executive Director
Environnrental Quality Council
Helena, I,IT 59601

Dear Terry:

Enclosed are tr,vo copies of our PER FG-N-I13 ' Selkirk
Fishing Access Site" This project consists of placing two
concrete bridge abutments and construct'ing a pedestrian
footbridge over the Musselshell R.iver approximately 20 miles
west of, llarlov,rton.

'rtre hope this docum.enL rvill satisfy the requirements of
the l{ontana Environmental Policlz Act. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call on me.

Si ncerelyr
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PREI,II{INARY ENVIRONMEI'ITAL REVIEIl/

FOR

SITE IITIPROVEMENTS

AT

SELKIRK FISIIING ACCESS SITE

WHEATLAND COUNTY

FG-N-113

lValt Anderson
Montana Dept. of
Fish, l{i1d1ife $ Parks
Parks Division
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Prelirninary Environmental Review

ltor

Selkirk Fishing Access Sjte

Location of the Project

selkirk Fishing Access site is a 253 acre tract located
appro:tirnateTy 20 miles west of llarlowton on the Mus.sellshe1l
River.

II Descripti on of the proj ecl

The surrounding topography is generally flat with some
gently rolling hl1ls. vegetati.on consists of grasses and
shrubs with cottonwoods and willows lining the meandering
river.

lvildlife found in the area are rvhitetail deer, mure
deer, antelope, srnaller fur bearers, migratory waterfowl,
songbirds and sr:rne pheasants and grouse.

Geologically the river lies on a1luvium consistingof silts, sands and graver bars. o'tsicle the narrow
corridor of alluvium underlying the river is the claggert
and Judith River forrnations. These consist of sandsione.siltstone, and sha1e.

'l'he air and water quality is generally good. The
prirnary uses of the land in the area is agriculture with
livestock production predominating

Tire project lvi1l consist of the construction of two
concrete bridge abutments and the instalration of a ped-
estrian footbTidge. The old bridge, which has washecl out,will be removed along with all the debris and the trail
leading to it will be scarified ancl obliterated. A new
gravel footpath will be built leading to the footridge.
Sigr-ring will also be included.

rII.fu@
App..xim:rtc-'1y orc-th ircl of thc 25i ir cl.c 1,l.irc:t I ic.s

across thc l ivt-.r f. ronr thc na j n h ighr.;ay ;rnd acccss loacl .

currently, because of the washout of the existing bri<1ge,
there i.s no acces-s to thi.s i-solatcd secti.on. lly installing
a footbri.clgc, innccliatc-- acccss wil l bc rlr.vi.clctl rrt lr l<>w
cost witlt a miltinttutl alnoulrt of .i rrriract to thc. cnv ironnrcnt
and at the same time encouragc outdoor exercise on the part
of the recreationists utilizing the site.
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B.

Fish and Wildlife

A snal1 reduction of the fish population in tl-Le irnrnedi-
ate area is expected due to renewed fishing pressure on the
opposite sicle of the river. The same can be said for game
animals as increased hunteT pressrlre across the river: is
expected. Some larger game animals rnay leave the area if
an increase in recreational use occurs.

Air and lvatcr

Exhaust fumes and dust will result during the construction
period. Also sone roiling of the water is expected during con-
-struction of the a.butnents. A11 of these will return to normal
at the completion of the p::oject.

Vegetation

Some vegetation will be destroyed when the new gravel path
leading to the footbridge is laid down. A1so, temporary disrup-
tions will occur due to constructlon activity.

Increascd use on the opposite side of the river lv.ill result
in some vegetation destruction and soil compaction along high-use
trai, 1s .

D.

The old roacl will be
with natural vegetation.
struction activities will

Soci al and Economic

obliterated, scarified, and reseeded
A1so, any disruptions due to con-
be reseeded with natural vegetation.

inrpirct-s of thi.s projcctarL- c()lrsicl crccl
1 irn j tcrl scol)c of thc proj cc.t a contpJ ctc

is not justified.

Since the planned improvements are not major, a large in-
crease in use of the site from recreationists outside the 1ocal
vici-nity is not expected. Therefore, social and econornic irnpacts
on local residents will be sna1l.

[. Ilistor:ic

Ali archaeological survey was conducted on site by Steve
Aaberg of Montana State lJniversity. Some cultura] remains were
found but it was dete::mined that the proposed developnents would
not threaten existing cultura.l remains.

v-s. Ir.I.S.
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Impact Statement


