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Ski Yellowstone EIS

This envinonmental impact statement has been prepared fon the
proposed Ski YelLowstone development in Gallatin County, and 44
being submitted to you for your consideration.

Sincenrely,

(ol e,

Edward W. Casne, P.E.
Chief
Subdivision Bureau
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL TMPACT STATEMENT

SKI YELLOWSTONE

GALLATIN COUNTY

Pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act, Section 75-1-201, MCA, the act
controlling both public and private water supply and sewage disposal for subdivisions,
Section 76-4-101, MCA, and the act to control water pollution, Section 75-5-101, MCA,
the following environmental impact statement (EIS) was prepared by the Montana Department
of Health and Environmental Sciences (DHES), Environmental Sciences Division, concerning
the request for administrative approval of Ski Yellowstone, a proposed subdivision near
West Yellowstone, Montana.

DESCRIPTION

Ski Yellowstone, Inc., proposes an integrated recreational development in the
Mount Hebgen area, six miles west of Yellowstone National Park and 17 miles northwest
of West Yellowstone, Montana (Reference Map #1). The development would extend from
the summit of the mountain to the shore of Grayling Arm (a bay that flows into Hebgen
Lake). A ski village would be built at the base of Mount Hebgen in Red Canyon, north
of U.S. Highway 287 (U.S. 287) and a lake village south of the highway (Reference Map #2).

The ski area would be on Gallatin National Forest land and encompass most of the
east face of Mount Hebgen. The ski and lake villages would be built in four phases
(or filings) on land owned by the corporation.

A U.S. Forest Service (USFS) special use permit will be required for development
of the ski slopes on 1,880 acres of national forest land. Ski Yellowstone owns 960
acres in the Red Canyon area,

Development of the ski slopes would also be in phases. When completed, there
would be 13 chair lifts, From the base of the ski village to the summit, the vertical
difference is 2,000 feet.

Skier capacity estimates vary according to sources: 5,270 skiers (Brandenberger,
USGS, 1973), 6,500 (Ski Yellowstone, Inc.) and 8,200 (Snow Engineering).

The tentative construction schedule for the ski lifts is as follows:

Phase T - Lifts Al,AZ,B,D,E
Phase II -~ Lifts G,H,I
Phase III - Lifts A,C,(F)

Phase IV

Lift J,K

(Reference Map #2)
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The ski village would include a 400-room lodge, 225 condominium units and 89
single family dwellings, for a total capacity of 2,250 visitor beds. There would
be commercial facilities, a fire station and a maintenance site. Development of
the ski village would cover a total of 59 acres.

The lake village would include 200 lodge rooms, 268 condominium units and
135 single family dwellings and 225 units of employee housing, for a total capacity
of 2,220 beds and 450 employee beds. The lake village would also have commercial
facilities and cover 55 acres.

In addition to the villages, the corporation plans to construct a restaurant
and a "remote facility" on Mount Hebgen. The restaurant would be near the terminal
of the gondola at the top of the mountain and be the headquarters for ski-related
activities on the mountain. The remote facility would be at the base of 1lifts
I and J, and include eating facilities, ski patrol quarters and rest rooms.

This EIS will assess the potential impacts of the entire development; however,
in terms of approval, the DHES will only be considering Filing No. 1, which includes

the ski village. Filings 2-4—-which include the lake village plans—-have been
submitted to Gallatin County and the DHES for review,

The projected permanent population for Ski Yellowstone is 390 persoms. It is
estimated that 70 to 80 school-aged children would attend school in West Yellowstone.
At full development, developers anticipate an annual occupancy rate of 649,215 persons.

The development will rely on West Yellowstone for primary and secondary education,
retail shopping and medical and professional services. According to the corporation,
the commercial facilities at Ski Yellowstone will be aimed at providing short-term
visitor needs and speciality items.

ALTERNATIVES

AND
RECOMMENDATION

Alternatives
1. Disapprove Ski Yellowstone:

The area might remain as it is, or the development corporation might divide
the land into 20-acre parcels, thus avoiding the state's review process.

2. Unconditional Approval:
Ski Yellowstone would be approved without any additiomal requirements.
3. Conditional Approval:

The DHES must receive and approve the following items before a certificate
of plat approval will be issued:

a, Final plans and specifications for the water supply and sewerage



system including a time schedule for each phase of constructiocn;

b. Operation and maintenance plans for the water supply and sewerage
systems that include descriptions of how ground water monitoring
information will be utilized in the operation of the sewage treat-
ment plant;

c. Groundwater monitoring plans showing well locations, depths, sampling
procedure and parameters to be monitored;

d. Sediment control plans to include design details or control structures,
streambank preservation and construction constraints, especially in
areas effecting stream channel, and

e. Legal documents establishing ownership and responsibility for
construction, monitoring and maintenance of the water supply and
sewerage systems.

The DHES also recommends that the developer seriously consider treating

the water to reduce hardness, sulfates and dissolved solids.

Recommendation

Based on the information in this EIS, the DHES recommends alternative three,
conditional approval of Ski Yellowstone,



REFERENCED MATERTAL

The DHES references all the material in the draft EIS.

LETTERS AND RESPONSES

The following includes the public responses to the draft and
the DHES' answers to substantive questions and comments. The public
comments were sent to the developer, and the developer's representative
informed the department that the corporation had "...no comment regarding
the responses and communications received in support of and in opposition
to the issuance of a certificate for removal of the sanitary restrictions
from Filing No. 1 of Ski Yellowstone...."

The Letters and Responses include:
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FINAL RECOMMENDATION

The DHES' final recommendation is the same as the recommendation

for the draft EIS, conditional approval of the proposed Ski Yellowstone
project.



