

















INTRODUCTICN

In the dratt environmental impact statement (DEIS) it was noted that
Stone Container Corporation of Chicago, Illinois, propesed purchasing the
Frenchtown Mill from Champion International. The sale was approved by Stone
Container's stockholders and the mili changed cwnership on February 27, 1986.
Even though the mill is now referred to as the Stone Container Corporation's
Missoula Mill, for a sense of continuity and public recognition, the mill is
stili referred to as "Champion International' or "Champion" in this final
environmental 1lmpact statement (FEIS). Until the Montana Environmental Policy
Act (MEPA) process is compieted, the Department of Health and Environmental
Sciences (DHES) will continue to refer to the mill by its former name.

The FEIS incorporates by reterence all the material in the DETS (issued
- 12/26/85), the material in the DHES Data Report Volumes T and I and the DEIS
Addendum (issued 3/17/86). The FEIS is not intended to stand on its own but

rather should be reviewed in conjunction with the material incorporated by
reference.

The DEIS and Addendum were mailed to 402 persons and organizations.
Copies of the draft, data report and Addendum also were sent to public
libraries along the Clark Fork River from Misscula to Sandpoint, Idaho, and to
libraries outside the Clark Fork Basin in Coeur D'Alene, ldaho, and Spokane,
Washington.

Chronology

Champion International's Frenchtown Mill, 15 miles west of Missoula near
Frenchtown on the Clark Fork River {Map No. 1), began operation in 1957. No
wastewater treatment was preovided during the first year of operatien. A fish
kiil cccurred that summer, and treatment ponds were constructed soon after.
Some of the wastewater seeped from the ponds into the river, and the rest was
stored and discharged directly inte the river during high spring flows.

The DHES has had stream water guality standards since 1958, and a
wastewater discharge permit program since 1968.

The mill was issued a discharge permit in 1968. Prior to that, the DHES
and Champion negotiated on when to discharge wastewater.

Permits that were issued to Champion between 1968 and 1984 allowed direct
discharges to the Clark Fork oniy in the spring. The amount was initially
pasea on the toxicity of the effluent as determined by static biocassays, with
a safety factor then applied. After aeration was installed in 1974, toxicity
was greatly reduced and meeting the instream standard for color became the
primary ilimitation to discharging.

in 1983, Champion applied for a permit which would allow it to directly
discharge a portion ot the wastewater into the river throughout the vear,
instead of only during high flows in the spring. This resulted in public
concern, mostly over the lack of scientific informaticn available to support
discharging on a year-round basis. In a response to the concerns, the DHES
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and Huson. ©Due to its fluctuating nature, the mixing zone is difficult to
determine; however, DHES studies are being planned to more accurately define
it.

Water Quality Monitoring:

This section discusses past, present and future water quality monitoring.
Concerning the future monitoring, the DHES outlines six particular areas of
interest and lists them in order of importance.

Fisheries:

The text portion of the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (D¥WP)
fisheries report, which was included verbatim in Volume II of the DHES'
Data Report and issued in conjunction with the DEIS, is reprinted, and
inciudes some comments by the DHES. The DFWP report suggests Champion
effluent affects intergravel water quality for more than 25 miles downstream.
Tt also says it will take a minimum of five vyears to produce a reliable
assessment of the impacts. The fisheries section alsc enlarges upon a rainbow
trout chronic toxicity bioassay done by the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and mentioned in the DEIS; discusses the impact of hydroelectric
facilities on the fishery below the confluence of the Flathead River; and
presents the results of fisheries studies done by the National Council of the
Paper Industry for Air and Stream Improvement (ncasi).

Economics:

Interest 1n assessing the economic benefits derived from the recreational
use of the lower Clark Fork River is becoming more widespread. Some work has
taken place, but no definitive study has been done to date. One of the key
elements in providing greater future potential for recreational use and
tourism in the lower Clark Fork Basin is to maintain or improve water quality
in the river.

Alternativesg:

DHES alternatives apply to permit decisions, not treatment alternatives.
The alternatives include:

Alternative 1 - Deny lissuing a permit.

Alternative 2 - Renew the existing permit for five years with existing
conditions and limitations.

Alternative 3 - Renew the permit for five years, and require a study of
nutrients and foam sources within the plant, followed by the development of a
contingency plan to reduce both parameters in the discharge, if necessary.

Alternative 4 - Renew the permit for five years, with tighter controls on
TSS and biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) in the discharqge.

fy








































































)
Mj

BSHES LW ‘SUTTId
L %of
miurry 231089 ~89ay

70865 1IN ‘eYNOSSTH
A1xayy 1201
Japaociyls "y IFAC

Z086% IH ‘EINOSSTH
15 13doo) 04T
sqooxg uear

9cgEg QI ‘adog
peod T1IH T18U§ 702
supiTED 31Ing

07865 IH ‘uoliaqry

Tr1 xog

131deyy wolraqry

di1on Iuamdoreaaq SFmedody A30OnN0) YeIdULH
Juapisslg ‘SMayley UETTY

T18C8 Q1 ‘2ol A28y
9z xod
uwmaydtM HY 29134

ZORES M ‘BTNOSSIH
TIend S0€2
uemyney AOTN

10865 1IN ‘®IROSSTH

Jusy UMU3 DON

y3Inog 2FeTTTA TRUOFSSIFoag
M4 ‘xe3og g NIRY

07865 IW ‘UoCITIUEH
15 Pag N 108
a99g -5 L1ER

9086S — 1M "BTNOSSTK
Aydany 0052

gIvt Xod "0°d

o) vﬂm UosuUa3I0g
JUIpESsIg

*gtd “ArTiaylesy esmBl

Y
at
L%

v9geq a1 ‘Iurodpues
“aay IS1T3 YlioN TOT TO86C IK ‘ETNOBSTH
A17eoy prajivmmosg i1B3M PATYL HINOS GLGE
193019 93IVFI0EEY ‘pIRUOIIEN POy 3teay 0 oyor

9/00-9796¢ IR ‘Eustag

*ied *§ TOC

G007 doseaq ‘Suriping Te13paj

TOBAS IW ‘ETNOSSTH Lanang Ted1dorosn tgq
Taurivas g1 331Y) IDTIIST
T9TuURqg " Semep puetaich 'y or

2913 umoy §90731783J 1S3I0J3PTS ISEY RPURIUOY %98€g (1 ‘urodpues

UEMITEUD s ®I13 5 91%

USTITN ¥ uder Buo TIEY

09865 IH ‘vosTeg T0R6S IH 'BINOSETH
6L0T Xog BNUIAY PT®IS] 0091
uoj3ujuuaqg UTATI uasperW 1331837

90865 1IN 'BINOSSTH

70B6S 1IN ‘®INOSSTH LQZ% x0g "0°d
Ay puowiry ¥ 7717 Ti25s5ny 000Z
uosTIM "R N1y “yejuzom * vycp





















