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CHECKLiST ENViRONT4ENTAL ASSESSI'IEIIT

Pro ject NameNELSoN FLACSToNE PERMTT APPLICATI0N Proposed Implementation Date: '7/3o/iZ
Proponent Rick Nel son

Type and Purpose of Action I i cati on

Location NlrNEkNWl, Section 36. T19N. R24$.l

1. EEOLOGY AND SOIL SUALITY,
STAB I L I TY AND t,1CI I STURE : Ar e
fragile, compactible or unstable
soilE present? Are there unusual
qeologic features? Are there
special reclamation considerations?
? . hIATER SUAL I TY , QUANT I TY AND
DISTRiBUTION: Are important surface
or groundwater resources present?
1s there potential for violation of
arnb i ent water qua 1 i ty standards ,
dr ink ing water rnax irnum contarninant
Ievels, or degradation ef water
qual i ty?
3, AIR IIUALITY: t"Jiil pollutant=
Ior] particulate be produced? Is
the project influenced bl' air
qural ity regulations or zoneE (Class
I air=hed? )

4. VEGETAT]ON COVER, GUANTITY AND
QUAL I TY: t^li i t vegetat ive cornrnun-
ities be permanently aiter-ed? Are
any rare trlants or cover types
resent ?

County Sanders

N = Not present or No Irnpact wi i I occur
Y = Impacts may otrcur (explain under Potential Impacts)

--__-*___-*_.._#-*--_*---i]

POTENTiAL II4PACTS AND
FIIT IEATION T'IEASURES

IN]Deep Iacustrine siIt soiIs present over the
flats that access the pit location. No operation
permitted on the site when soils are wet. See

Checkl i st Narrati ve,

t Nl Flathead River
but js about ll mile

ls r

away p.

I N ] No po1 1 utants .

by thi s oPerat i on.

I N] No rane plants or cover types present.

ii A. UNIAUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE, OR i t Nl No T & E species present. No

l! r-rmITED ENVIRONI'IENTAL ISSUES: Are I mental issues'

il anv f edera I 1y I i E ted threatened or 
i

il endangered spec ie= or ident if ied i



7. HiSTORICAL AND AFCHAEOLOGICAL i t ttl See Checklist Narrative.

0{)i;:io

area screened bY a stand of hardwoods.B, AESTHETICS: Is the Frnietrt Dn a
prominent topographic feature? t^JiIl
it be visible from pcpulated or
strenic areas? hli i I there be exces-

L:_i,r_e_j" o_i : e__ef__Llg$ i *
I

I g. DEi"!ANDS oN EFtvIRoNI-tEIltrAL
RESOURCES OF LAND, I.IATER, AIR OR

ENERGY: tlill the project use
resourtres that are limited in the
area? Are there other activities
nearby that wilI affect the
project?

1O. INPACTS ON OTHER ENVIRCINilENTAL
RESOURCES: Are there other studies'
plans or rojects on this tract?

II"IPACTS ON THE

a
J

t
tu

No

Project
visible from highwaY or rr ver.

TN]

tNl

HUHAN POPULAT IOT.I

11 . HUI'IAN HEALTH AND
this trroject add to

SAFETY : t^li
health and
area?

tN

IN

1I

safety riEks in the

1e. INDUSTRIAL, COMI"IERCIAL AND
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND
PRODUCTION: NiIl the project add to
or alter these activities?
i3. QUANTITY AfiID DISTRIBUTIOf! OF
EI'IPLOYMENT: t^1i11 the pro ject
create r move or- eI irninate iobs? If

nufnber .

See Checkl 'i st Narrati ve.

[Y I Project wil l
picking, sot ting

create 2 to 4
and pa1 I eti ng

part time
rock for

jobs,
sal e.

14. LOCAL AT.ID STATE TAX
TAX REVENUES: WiIl the
create or eliminate tax

BASE AIID
project

revenue?

tNl

15. DET'IAND FDR GOVERIII'IENT SERVIEES:
l.ti 1i signi.f irant traff ic be added
te e.Histinq roads? tJili other
Epr',,ices (fire prntection. trtr1ice.

d



o{t ill}o

ii
,,1, 17 . ACCESS To AND GUAL I TY CIF
li 

-Fa^Fii RECFEATIOTIAL AND HILDERFJESS
li ACTI't'ITIE5: Are ni lderness ar rec-
iireational areas nearby or accessedrireatlonal area5 nearDy or actre55e
li tnrough this tract? IE there rEc-
ii reational potential within the
il tract?
! t._-.--_

--t

18. DENSITY AND DISTRiBUTIOf! OF
POPULATION AND HDUSIN6: L.Ji 11 the
project add to the PoPulation and
require additional housing?

19. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND t"lORES: Is
eorne disrutrtion of native or tradi-
tionai l ifestyles or trornmunities
possible?

URAL UNIAUENESS AND
Y: t^]iI1 the action

se{ne un i que qua 1 i tY

t Nl

tNl

tNl

tNl

current land management
The income from issuing

I tl ] t'to recreati on or
recreati on Potenti a1

I imi ted to I icensed
I aw.

wi I derness areas. No organi zed ll
on this tract. Recreation :i

hunting under recreation access li
tl

(orazi nq) woul d conti nue.
ifie miniral permit would

. CULT
VERS I T
if+ in
ea?

cau5e a
of the

!t er. orHER APPRBPRIATE
il Ecoruomrc crRCUmsrANCEs

SOCIAL AND

dered g No action ---
access would continue.Hunting activities under recreation

not occur at this time.

e3. Public Involvement, Agencies, Groups or Individuals contacted:

Steve Vulles --- grazing lessee.

ee, Alternatives Consi

?4- Other Governmental
and Agencies or GrouPs
None.

Recommendations for Further
t I EIS t I More

EA Checklist Prepared BY: Marvin W. Miller
name

eS. Magnitude and Signif icance of Potential Irnpacts: Proposed action will allow

removal of 300+ tons of loose stone per year, to be sold as decorative flagstone. No significant impacts will
occur. See recommendations on Checkl i st Narrative'

Agencies with Jurisdiction, List of Permits Needed '
Contacted or Contributing Information:

Environmental AnalYsis :

Detai ted EA tN Further AnaIYsis

I ai ns Uni t Managerr^.^Jd,

Approved By: Ililliau E- OrBrien

title
Area Mauager
Northwestern T.and Of fi ee
Department of State Lands (Titlnarne
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CHECKLIST I{ARRATIVE

NELSON FLAGSTOI{E PERI.IIT APPLICATION

General: Rick Nelson of Plains, Hontana, is applying for a pernit to mine and
renove decorative flagstone fror an existing pit location in tlEllllfl Section 36'
T19l{, R24td. This pit area was under pernit to Richard Bossard of Hissoula' dba
l,lontana Hearth Co., until canceled in June 1991. The applicant plans to remove in
excess of 300 tons of this flat deconative stone per year.

1. Geology/Soils: The area involved is a series of outcrops of high quality'
thin veneered Pritchard fornation flagstone. Each rock face outcrop is t|ell
weathered, rith large talus slope deposits of fractured, flat stone below
each outcrop. The site probably contains several thousand tons of useable
flagstone naterial.

7. Historical and Archaeological Sites: This section contains several
identified sites. There is an old hornestead in the ilElNEl. There are
lrnerous srall lithic scatten sites all along the river. There is a large,
ptctognrph site in the SHiNIt. All of these sites are well away fron the
guarry site, and renoval of the flagstone should have no impact on any of
these identified cultural sites.

12. Agricultural Activities: This section is presently leased for grazing. It
is seriously overgrazed, and the entire area contains an abundant crop of
noxious weeds, including spotted knapweed, dalrnation toadflaxr goatweed and
sulfur cinguefoil. As these weeds are present and a result of grazing abuset
the nineral lessee should not be held accountable for their introduction'
spread, or control.

25. Recomendations to Linit Potential Inpacts:

a. l{o nechanical operations, including driving across the area in vehicles'
or hauling out guarried stone, nay occur when the lacustrine soils are
wet and subject'to rutting or conpaction. Plains Unit personnel will
deternine rhen soil moisture levels are adequate for operation.

b. Inpacts to this quarry site will be mininal. There is no topsoil' and
essentially no neclanation work can be done. I reconmend no reclanation
plan, reclanation bond, or performance bond on this permit.
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