CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Project Name Upper Willow Post & Rails Proposed Implementation Date: 10/92
Proponent_Montana Department of State Lands
Type and Purpose of Action_The proposed action is the sale ~f 4 blocks of post, rail
and grapestake material. The blocks vary in size from 3 acres to 7.7 acres. The total
acreage is 20.7 acres. This is a thinning operation and all unmerchantable material will
be cut and piled for burning. A cing of 8 to 10 feet wi

existing stand of trees are 70-80 years old, overstocked_and_stacnated. The objectives
of the proposed project are to jmprove the health of the 1eave stand.and to-retain-the—.

best crop trees.

Location SW4SWk Section 17 T8N R1SW County Cranite
N = Not present or No Impact will occur )
Y = Impacts may occur (explain under Potential Impacts)

IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
S —=

RESOURCE [Y/N] POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

1. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND {N]
MOISTURE: Are fragile, compactible or unsta- ¢
ble soils present? Are there unusual geologic
features? Are there special reclamation con-
siderations?

2. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: [N]
Are important surface or groundwater resources
present? Is there potential for violation of
ambient water quality staodards, drinking wa-
ter maxinum contaminent levels, or degradation
of water qualitly?

<o, Y 73
3. MR QUALITY: Will pollutants or particu- Y] see Hmen (12, 9¢
late be produced? Is the project influenced (vl attac t n’(
by air quality regulations or zones (Class I
airshed)?
4. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: [N ]

¥ill vegetative commmnities be permanently
allered? Ave any rare plants or cover lyjes
present?

5. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND Y ] see attachmen
HABITATS: Is (here significant use of the (Y] t
area by important wildlife, birds or fish?

6. UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR IJIMITED EN- [N]
VIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Are any federally lis-
{ed threatencd or endangered species or iden-
Lified habitat present? MAny wetlands? Spe-
cies of special concern?

7. NISTORICAL, AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: Are [N]
any historical, archaeological or palcontolog-
ical resources present?

8. MESTHETICS: Is the project on a prominent [N]
topographic feature? Will it be visible from
populated or scenic areas? Will there be ex-
cessive noise or light?

9. DEMANDS ON EMVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, [ N ]
WATER, AIR OR ENERGY: Will the project use
resources that are limited in the area? Are
ibere other activities nearby that will affect
the project?

10.IMPACTS ON OTHER ENVIRONMERTAL RESOURCES: [ N]
Are there other studies, plans or projects on
this tract?
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DS-252
IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION
RESOURCE [Y/N] POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES
11. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: Will this pro- [N ]
ject add 1o health and safety risks in the
area? )
12. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL IN ]

ACTIVITIES BKD PRODUCTION: - Will the project
add to or alter these activities?

13. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT:
Will ihe project create, move or eliminate
johs? If so estimated number

[y 1 see attachment

14. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE MAND TAX REVENUES: [N ]
Hill tbe project create or elininate tax reve-
noe? |

15. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: Will sig- N ]
nificont traffic be added to existing roods?
Hill otber services (fire protection, police,
schools, etc) be needed?

16. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND [N ]
GOMLS: Are there State, County, City, USFS,
BLM, Tribal, etc. zoning or management plans
in effect?

17. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND [N ]
WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: Are wilderness or rec=
reational areas nearby or accessed through
{his tract? Is there recrecational potential
within the tract?

18. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION hND N ]
JOUSING: Will the project add to the popula-
1ion and require additional bousing?

14. SOCIAL STRUCIURES AND MORES: Is some dis- N
ruption of native or traditiopal lifestyles or
comunities possible?

20. CUL'TURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: Will In ]
the action cause a shift in some unique quali-

1y of the area?

1. OTHER AVPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECOHOMIC CIR- [N ]
CUMSTANCES:

22.Alternatives Considered The No Action option would leave the timber in its present

Income from

the 20 acres of land involved with this proposal.

e and overcrowiied Ne OD on _wonuld a 0O ONE he




DS-252

53. Public Involvement, Mgencies, Groups or Individuals contacted

Bill Sprauer - USFS
Dan Hook - Dept. of Fish Wilklife & Parks

24. Other Governmental Agencies with Jurisdiction, List of Permits Needed.

| Road Use Permit — USFS Philipsburg District

r
w

Hagnitude and Significance of Potential Impacts.

Recommendation for Further Environmental Ana%':

[ ) EIs [ ] More Detailed EA No Further Analysis
EA Checklist Prepared By: ﬁc"o/ E 5‘/&1@01/,9;/ Title A,}r,pn’é 2 Pzﬂbﬁta?,r
Approved By: 2 bt R Sy Ekﬁ#:fxpnAc Voo cam ST
title

— D) DD

signature




September 23, 1992

TO = Bob Storer, Asst. Area Manager
FROM = Fred Staedler, Anaconda Unit Manager
RE = UPPER WILLOW CREEK POST AND RAIL SALES

Checklist Envifonmental Assessment
Upper Willow Creek Post and Rail Sales
SWY%SWY% Section 17 T8N R15W

i"] )

3) Air Quality; Will pollutants or particulate be produced? Is the pro-
ject influenced by air quality regulations or zones? (Class I
airsheds)

A small amount of particulate matter will be generated during pile
burning. In order to reduce the affect of this action, the piles will
be burned on days of good to excellent v ntllatlon andéﬁll air ~
A(—er)/»’S J-O

restrictions will be complied with., e S AE- Uu
Insare. B/~ QUESIP Corcesns Ere cobliossed)

5) Terrestrial, Avian and Aquatic life and habitats; Is there significant

use of the area by important wildlife, birds or fish?

This area is used by elk, mule deer, and bears. No sxgnlflcant im-

pact is anticipated. 7 -,/ ~o/fo/ 2 Yorw Ao or sl
“rden o Debs 20. 7‘”'1‘—155 J‘rfaév@d/’(%””"‘b s m,norer_lak
13) Quantity and distribution of emp yment- wlll the project create, ,————:34?
move or eliminate jobs? If so estimate number. 7

1f this proposal is implemented temporary employment for 4 to 8
people.
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Upper Willow Creek
Post & Rail Permit

Section 17 T8N - R15W
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