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23OO Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT 591-05

January 4, 1995

TO:

Environment,al Quality Council
Directorrs Office, Dept. of Environmental euality
Montana Fish, Wildlife & parks

Directorts Office
Parks Division
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division
Regional Supervisors
Lands Section
Design & Construction
Legal Unit

Montana Historicar society, state preservation office
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council
Montana Wild1ife Federation
Montana State Library
ceorge Ochenski
Montana Environmental Information Center
Wayne Hirst, Montana State parks Foundation
Custer National Forest, Red Lodge Ranger Station
Departnent of Transportation
Midland Empire Snowgoers

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared forthe Beartqoth snownobire procrram, and is subrnitted for your
consideration. Questions and comments will be accepted untif
5:00 p.m. February 9, t-996. rf you have questions, feel free tocontact Ray Berntsen, Parks Manager, aE 247-2954. A11 comments rnay
be sent to the undersigned.

Thank you for your interest.

Sin-cepeIy,

fu/*-/- Dick Ellis '
/a*

Svutwrnrhar 
U

Regional Supervisor

torrbo"
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IIEPA/IIEPA EA CHECKLIST

TJpe of Proposed State Action Snow removal

Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana Fish. Wldlife & Farks

Name of Prolect Beartooth Snowmobile program

Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the
agency)

lf Applicable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date NA
Estimated Completion Date NA
Current Status of Project Design (% complete) l{A_

Location Affected by proposed Action (county, range and township)

Garbon County R19E T9S

6.

7- Proiect Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be direcily affected
that are currenily:

(a) Developed: (d) Ftoodplain _ acres
residential .... acres
industrial _ acres (e) prgductive:

irrigated cropland _ acres(b) open spacelwoodlands/ dry- cropland acres
Recreation.... _acres forestry _acres

rangeland _ acres(c) Wetlands/Riparian other _ acresAreas _ acres

Map/site plan: attach an original81/2" x 11" or targer section of the most
recent uscs 7.5' series topographic map showing the location and
boundaries of the area that woulo be atfecied by the proposed action. A



10.

different map scale may be substituted if more appropriate or if required by
agency rule. lf avallable, a slte ptan should atso be attached.

Attached

Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits
and Purpose of the proposed Action.

The proposed action.requires snow removal from a portion of Montana Highway
212 south of Red Lodge between mite markers 51.3 and 57.Q, atotal of s.7hiles.
The project will allow easier acqess for snowmobilers using the area. Additional
benefits of the project include a central parking/orientatibn area, a means to
monitor and controltraffic patterns, and providing continuing public education on
snowmobile safety.

Ligting of any other Locat, state or Federal agency that has overlapping or
additional jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:
Agency Name Permit Date Filed/ra

Montana Department
of Transportation

(b) Funding:
Agency Name Funding Amount

(c) OtherOverlapping orAdditional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:
Agency Name Type of Responsibility

United States Department of Agriculture, Forestry Division - Wilderness travet
restrictions

Montana Department of Transportation, Red Lodge Station - Highway right-of-way

11. List of Agencies consulted During preparation of the EA:

United States Department of Agriculture
Montana Department of TranspOrtation
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1. I-AND RESOURCES

.--Ithe proposed action result In:

-

tMPACf Can lmpact
Bo

Mitigaief
Comment

Index
Unknowf None Minol Potentlatly

Slgniticant

> a. Soll Instability or changes in geologio substructure? x
b. Disrupiion, displacomgnt, erosion, compactlon,
moisture loss, or overcovering of soil which would
reduce productivity or fertility?

x
> c. Destruction, covering or modification of any unique
geologic or physlcal features? X

d. Changes In siltation, deposition or erosion paterns
that may modify th€ channel of a dver or stream or the
bed or shore of a lake?

x
e. Frposure of people or property to earthquakes,
landslides, ground failure, or other natural hazard?

X

l. Oher_

Narrative Description and Evaluation of tho Cumulativo and Secondary Etfec.ts on Land Flesources (Attach additional pages of narrativc if needed):

See attached.

2. AIR

ltthe proposed action result ln:

MPACf
Gan lmpaa

Be Mitigated
Comment

lnder '
Unknowf None Minorr

Potentially
Slgnificant

> a Emission of air pollutants or deterioretion ot
ambient air quality? (also see 13 (c)) X

b. Creation of objectionable odors? X

c. Alleration of air movement, moisture, or temperafuro
patlerns or any change ln climate, either locally or
regionally?

x
d. Adverse effecls on vegetation, including crops, duc to
increaied emlssions of pollutants? x
er-For P-BIDJ_p19jecrS, will the prdect resuh in any
discharge which will conflict with federal or s{ate air
quality regs? (Also see 2a)

f. Oher

*

Nanative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Efects on Air Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):
See attached.

:

lncluds a narrative explanation undot Part ltl describing the scope and levet of lmpact. lf the impac,t is unknown, exptain wtry thc unknown lmpac.t
has nol or can not be evaluatod.

Include a narrative description addres$ng fre hems ldentified in r2.g.60zt-la (ARM)
Delermine whether the described lmPact may tesult and respond on the checklist DEscrlbe any nilnor or potentialty slgnificant impacts.
Include a discussion about the igeJe in tlre EA narrative and lncludc documenlation if it will be useful.

3

0

l0



PHYSICAL ENVIFONMENT

3. WATER

Will the proposed action result In:

r,aPaCf
Can lmpact

Be Mitigated
Comment

lndex
Unknowrl* None Minol Potentlally

Slgnlficant

]r."n"rn" Inro sudaos wator or any arterstlon ot
suJlace water quality includlng but not limited to
iemperature, dissolved oxygel or turbidity? X

b, Changee in drainage paterns or tho rate and amount of
surface runoff? x
c. Alteratign of tho cours€ or magnltude of flood water or
other flows?

X

d. Ghanges ln the amount of surlacs water in.any water
body or creation of a new water body? x
e. Exposure of people or property to water related hazards
such as flooding?

X

f, Changes In the quality ol groundwater? X

g. Changes in the quantity ol groundwater? X

h. lncrease in risk of contaminalion of surface or
groundwater?

X

l. Etfects on any existing water right or reservaiion? X

l. Effecls on other water users as a result of any alteration in
surface or groundwaler quality?

X

k. Eftects on other users as a result of any alteration in

ft or eroundwater quantity? x
l.rl-@Bl$rl, will the project aft€ct a designated
floodplaln? (Also see 3c)

m. t For P-R/D-J, will ths proJect result in any disc*rarge that
will affect federal or state water quality regulations? (Also
see 3a)

n. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumutative and Secondary Etfects on Water Flesources (Attach additional pages of narratlve if needed):

See attached.

+ Include a narative explanation under Parl ttl describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why thc unknown impac.t
has not or can nol be evaluated.

t 
^ 

. lnclude a narratlvs description addressing tic ltems idenilfied in t2.8.00+1a (ARM)

l. t ffi'#'1"'Hg?:ffi:ffif'1#Tifaf#1,ilffiH:,:ffJ::,"ffi9*',fffi,1i:TJl:ji:'orpoten$arrvsrsnincantimpaas"
4



PHYSICAL ENVIFONMENT

4. VEGETATION

Willthe proposd actlon result In:

MPACf Gan lmpact
Bo

Mitigated

Comment
Index

Unknown* Nonc Minof Potentially
Slgnificant

fanges ln the dlvercity, prodiraivity or abundancg of
pfllll species fncluding trees, shrubs, grass, crops, and
aquatic plants)?

X

b. Aleration of a plant community? X

c. Adverse etfects on any unlque, rare, lhreatened, or
endangered species? x
d. Reduclion in acreage or productivity of any agricr.rltural
land?

X

e. Establishment or spread of noxious weeds? x
f,lr-@}Qp!, will the projecl atfec{ wetlands, or prime
and unique farmland?

g. Oher:

' '..:i

.'l

Narrative Description and Evaluation ol the Cumulative and Secondary Eftects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narratlve il needed):

See attached;

+ lnclude a nanative explanation under Part lll descibing the scope and level of impast. r the lmpact is unknown, explain why thc unknown lmpact
hae nol or can not be evalualed.

t 
- 

lnclude a nanattue description addressing the items ldentified in i2.9.60+i8 (ARM)

l. It Determlne whgther the described imPad tnay t3sutt and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially slgnificant lmpacts.af Include r discusslon about ihe lssuc in thc EA nanattve and Includc doqrmentatlon lt it win be usefut.'

5



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

> 5. FISHAVILDLIFE

Willthe proposed action result in:

of oritical fish or wildlife habitat?

b. Changes ln the diversity or abundance ol game animals
or bird species?

c. Changes in the diversity or abundanco of nongame
species?

d. Introduction of new species into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to the mlgration or movement of
animals?

f. Adverse elfects on any unique, rare, threatened, or
endangered species?

g. Increase ln conditions that stress wildlife poputatlons or
limlt abundance (including harassment, legal or illegal
harvest or other human activity)?

h.il-&l_BB1$|, will the project be performed in any area In
which T&E species are present, and will the project attect any
T&E species or their habitat? (Also see

l.r-For P-B@, will the project introduca or export any
species not presently ol historically occurring ln the recelving
location? (Also see 5d)

Description and Evaluation of the Cumutative and Secondary Effectts on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

See attached.
HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

6. NO|SE/ELECTRTCAL EFFECTS

Willthe proposed action result in:

a. lncreases In existing noise levels?

b. Exposure ol people to s€rvo or nuisance noise larels?

c. Creation of electrostatic or electromagnetic effects that
could be detrimental to human health or property?

d. Interlerence with radio or televislon receptioh and
operation?

Narralive Description and Evaluation ol the and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additiond pages of nanative if needcrt)r

# lnclude a nanativs exPlanadon under Part l[ describing the scope and levet of impast tf the lmpact is unknown, exptain why ttrc unknown impacl
has not or can not ba evaluatad.

' 
- 

Include a nanatlvc descriptlon addressing lhc iremg ldentified in 12.g.60&la (ARM)
0.V Delermine whethet ths described impaa rnay result and respond on the checktist Describe any mlnor or potentlatly $gnmcant impasa.+0 Include a discusslon about the issur in $c EA nanatiw and includa documentalion if it will be usefut.



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

7. LAND USE

Willthe proposed action result in:

-.

IMPACf Can lmpact
Bo

Mitigabd
Commenl

lndex
Unknowni None Minof Potentlauy

Significant

trauon ol or Interlerence with ihe productlvity or
protitability of the exlsting land use of an area? x
b. Conflic,ted with a deslgnated natural area or area ot
unusual scientific or educational lmportanca?

X

c. Conflict with any existing land uso whose presenco
would constrain or potentially prohibit the proposed
aclion?

X

d. Adverse ettects gn ol relocation ol residences? X

e. Other:_

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effec,ts on Land Fesources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

See attached.

L R|SK/HEALTH HMARpS

Willthe proposed action result in:

*.xu:r,j:il: ;Jfi rffi i:lTfli3:s,i ci des,
chemicals, or radiation) in ths ovent of an accident or
other forms of disruption?

b. Affect an existing emergensy responso or €mgrgency
evacuation plan or create a need lor a new plan?

c. Creation ol any human health hazard or potential
hazard?

d. I For P-R/D\r, will any chemical toxicants bo used?
(Also see 8a)

s

;o
tl

See attached.

lnclude a narrative exPlanslion undet Patl l|t describing the scope and levet of impact lf the lmpaa ls unknown, axplaln wtry $c unknown lmpac,t
has not or can not bo evaluated.

Include a narrativg descriptlon addressing thc items identlfied ln t2.g.6o+1a (ARM)
Delermlne whether the described lmPaci tnay rcst lt and respond on the checkllst. Describa any mlnor or poientialty stgnificant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issuc in tlrc EA nanative and include documentation if lt will be useful.



9. COMMUNITY IMPACT

Willthe proposed action result In:

MPACf Can lmpaa
Be

Mitigated

C;omment
lndex

Unknownc None Minof Polentially
Significant

leration of the location, dlstribution, denslty, or
growth rate of the human population of an area?

X

b. Alteration of the social struc.ture of a community? X

o. Alteration of the level or distribution of employment or
community or personal income?

X

d. Changes in industrial or commerclal activity4 X

e. lncreasod traffio hazards or €ftoc-ts on existing
transportation facilities or patlerns of movement ol
people and goods?

X

f. Other:_

Narrativ9 Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Eftecls on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

See attached.

1 O. PUBLTC SERVTCES/TAXES/UT|LtTtES

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACf Can lmpact
B€

Mitigated

Comment
Index

Unknownr None Minof Potentially
Significant

a. Wll the proposed ac'tion have an effect upon Or r'esult
in a need lor new or altered governmental services in any
of the following areas: fire or polico proteciion, schools,

E[s/recreational facilities, roads or other public

I;;:ilH:1,i1::iil,:,Kl;:l:;ffi :'fi ''
services? lf any, specifp

X

b. Will the proposed aclion have an eflecl upori the local
ot stale tax base and revenues? x
c. Wll the proposed astion result in a need for new
facilities or subslantial alterations ot any ol the following
utilities: eleclric power, natural gas, other fuel suppfy or
distribution systems, or communications?

x
d. Will the proposed action resull in Increased used ol
any energy source?

X

> e. Define projeqted revenue sources

> L Define projected mainienance costs,

g.Other:_

Narratfue Descripllon and Evaluation of the Cumulativc and Secondary Eftects on Land Resources (Attach additionat pages of nanative il needcd): AttaChgd.

+

;o
t0

lnclude a narativo explanation under Parl Ul describing the scope and level of lmpact. It th€ impact ls unknown, explain why the unknown lmpact
has not or can not be evaluated.

Include e nanetho description addressing $e ilems idontifisd In i2.g.6o+la (ARM)
Delermine whether the described impacl may rssult and respond on the checkllst. Describe any mlnor or potontially slgnificant impacb.
lnclude a discussion aboul ths lssuc in thc E{ nanative and lnclude documenlation lf lt will be useful.

8



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

> 1 1. AESTHETTCS/RECREATTON

Willthe proposed actlon result In:

MPACf Can lmpact
Bo

Mitigated

Comment
Index

Unknownr None Minof Potentially
Siqnificant

!.r"ron or any soenlc vr$a or crsaron ot an
aFslhetically otfenslve site or effec,t that is open to public
vievr'?

x
b. Alteratlon of tho aesthetic characler of a community or
neighborhood? x

> c. Alieration of the quality or quanlity of
recreational/tourism opportunlties and settings? (Attach
Tourism Beport) x
d.+-&l_EB/u, will any designated or proposed witd or
scenic rivers, trails or wilderness areas be impacted?
(Also see 11a, l1c)

e. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of ihe Cumulative and Secondary Ettects on Land Flesources (Attach additional pages of narrativs it needed):

See attached

1 2. CULTURAL/H|STORICAL RESOURCES IMPACf Can lmpact
B€

Mitigated

Comment
IndexWillthe proposed action result In: Unknown* None Minor*

Potentially
Significant

?O".t*aion or alteration ol any site, structuro ot
object of prehistoric hisloric, or paleoniological
importance? X

b. Physical change thatryould affec't unique crltural
values? x
c. Etfecls on existing religious or sacred uses of a site or
atea? x
d.00 For P-R/D-J, will the project affect historic or qrttural
resources? Afrac|r SHFO l€{br of dearanca. (A,lso see
12.a)

e. Oher:

Nartative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulativc and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

See attached.

s

;o
It

Include a nanatlve explanation under Patl lll desaibing the scope and level of impact. f the impact ls unknown, explain v/hy frc unknown lmpact
has nol or can not be evaluated.

lnclude a naratlve descrlption addressing tho ilems identified in l2.g.6o+1a (AR[t)
Determine whether the described impact may resuh and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potontialty slgnificant impacb.
lnclude a discussion aboul the lssue in $c EA nanativc and include documentation il it will be useful.



t.

HUMAN ENVIBONMENT

13. SUMMARY EVALUATION OF
SlGNIFICANCE

fllf 
proposed actlon, consldered as a

MPACf Can lmpact
Be

Mitigated

Comment
Index

Unknowrf None Minorr
Polenllally
Significant

a. Have lmpacts that are Indlvidually limlted, but
cumulatively conslderable? (A projecl or program may
result ln lmpacts on two or mor€ separalr rssourceg
whlch create a slgnificant effest when considered
together or ln lotal.)

x
b. Involve potential risks or adverse etfects which are
uncerlain but extremsly hazardous il they were lo occur? X

c. Potentially conflist wlth the substantive requirements of
any local, state, or federal law, regulation, standard or
formal plan?

X

d. Establish a precedeht or likelihood that future actions
with significant €nvironmental impacts will be proposad? x
e. Generale substantial debate or controversy about the
nature of ths lmpacts that would be created? x
f.rIg!_ry_gJ, is the projgct expected to have organized
opposition or gonerato substantial public controversy?
(Also see 13e)

g.rf-Egl@, list any federal or state permits
required.

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulativq and Secondary Etfests on Land Flesources (Attach additional pages of narratlve if needed):

See attached.

S Include a nanative explanation under Parl llt describing the scope and level of lmpact. lf the lmpact is unknown, explaln why tho unknown impac,t
has not or can not be evaluated.

'- Include a narrative description addressing lhe items identilied in 12.8.60{-ia'(ARM)
r U Determlne whether the descrlbed lmPact msy result and respond on the checklist. Describe any mlnor or potentially slgnificant impac13.00 lnclude a discussion about thc lssuc in ths EA nanative and include documentation lf lt will be useful.
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MEPA EA DRA8T
BEARTOOTH SNO}IMOBTLE PROGRAH
CARBON COI'NTY.

PHYS TCAI, E}N'TRONMENT

1. Land Resources! Narratlve descrlptlon and, evaluatlon.The proposed project ar"a ls loclted ln a moderate to. heavysnowfall-.rgslon. The only neans of travel ls over statehlghwav 212. T!1".road.wai ls nornalry crosed, to wheeled, vehlcletrafflc during the wlnier nonths &ue to heavy snowtatil-;h;project w111 reguire. snow renoval fron a portlon of this hlghwavfrom nile marker s1.3 ro _ 57.0. The prolosed, action--"iir'ililprace fron Decenber 15th through apirr- isln ana does not rnpssgany negatlve lnpacts to the rana bise. The proJect wlrr utlllzethe exlstlng roadway as a travJr roui" una toi- a-parking area.The proposed actlon wlIl have no lnphct on the physlcalenvlrorunent. !*p?"rtr" of peopre to naturlr. hazard.s and ";a;-;iGod have been Judged as - urinor and wirr be mitigaied t[ii"if,continued education and, public awareness of DosiibrrrEles ofnatural hazards in the proir*,-"r"i.
2. Air: Narratlve description and, evaluationconslderatlon is glven t6 rninor lnpacit of: (a) Enission of a1rporlutants' and (b) creatlon or -oljectionabie odors trow"viramblent alr qrallty wlrr not be signlficantly lrnpacted. Thewlnter use of tl".nrolect area is very lnsignlfliant tonpared tothe heavy tourlst- ule of the area airtng [he summer 

"i,a i"rilPassenger.vehlcles traveling_the projtct route. wlrl enlt ;;;enlsslon pollutants.snownobiles tralerlnt fiom --trr. projectparklng area w111 also add sone porrutants ind exhaust oaoii:'i;;mlnor lnpacts, created, by thls btoj""i are rnltlgated by ttre rowlever of wlnter use,- foith-courlng ipe enlsslon itanaari" 
"ppriJito snowmoblL;s_3nd through continued publrc educatlon on theinportance of operating werr naintained, and, tuned, equipment. Theproject only nakes p,rltic access a littie J.ii"i-ii- ao"" ;;;signlflcigtly add to the historicar use of the area by ch;snowmoblllng publlc.

3. water: Narrative description and evaluatlon.The proposed'actlon will irave no irnpact on water resources. Theproject area ls couprlsed of steep tiius slopes blsected rv iiilBeartooth Hlghway. No exlstlng drilnage areal w1rI be affeit;e:seasonal nolsture run off wlrl folloi nornar flow patterns. d;plowlng actlvity wllL not alter flow patierns.



4. Vegetatlon: Narratlve description and evaluatlon
No lnpacts to p1ti1e vegetatlon ls foreseen. The proposed, progranls a winter based. pr;Ject whtrch utlrlzes the- exisiing'-il;;:
Y::::":*::^-1:*l::.!:ir p:v:ng. tne rrighwii-iier,i-or:iliv. ine ;il;
f:II-:l?::: *11:l pararlit tn9 proi6Ji-iorriaor 

"re i"u""""!;;i;
?I l:Io.l::S_-y:hlcies. s"tubrrir,m6ni-oi-"pi"ua oi-"ili;;;-;;i:ls not probable due to seasonallty and, t:ee of equlpnent u""iupon the roadway. durlng the wlntlr nonthl-. There-hai l""n-iJevidence of noxlous weed introd,uctlon in the area aue 

- 
fJsnowmoblLe recreatlon. The ,possiblrrti for establisirmJni ;;spread or noxlous weeds would best be citegorized as unrnoum iithls time.

5. Flsh and lflrdllfe: Narratlve d,escrlptlon and evaluatlon.
The proposed proJect will not affectl alter or impact any flshhabitat. No llve streams exist in the immedlate arel.The vegetatlve areas rocated, outslde the proposed, projectcorridor contaln very llmlted nunbers of wlldltle ipecfes- auiiiJthe wlnter nonths. rtre area is nostry a reglon oi 

"i""p--winEblown slopes. _The wtnter weathei conditlons- are harsrr aira ;il;naJority of wildllfe species retreat to winter ranges l'"vona iiiEproJect area. Plne nartins and a few non-gane birds uti.fize iiiltree dnd' scrub- areas borderlng the hlghway. The presence of huniiactivity ln thls area has not had in idverse- effect on thesespecies
(consideratlon has arso been given to potentla} lurpacts onwildrife populatlons beyond, th6 project area. snownouire -crG
nenbers have worked with local wffatfte blologlsts to identiiiwlnter ranges.of blg.horn sheep and, urountain goats. ra"ttiiili;;these areas ls the first step in rnltlgatlni: minorl-i;;;;il:Further stePs- ln. nltlgatlon include , slgntng of winter ."ng"boundarles, and a lg.g" orlentatlon slgn ana Uiochures avaffitilat' the progran parklng area. Trespass lnto restrlcted areas areenforceable by federal laws. club rnembers will continue to ,tre"Ithe lmportance of observlng project covenants. )

HT MAN EM\tfRONl'fENT

6. Noise and, Electrlcal effects:
whtle the proPosed progran wllL cause some increase ln exlstlngwlnter nolse levers 1t ;1rl not have a slgniftcant inpact on th;human envlronrnelt. ttrere are no residtntlar .areal near theproJect slte. Nolse leveLs created by the snowmobiltng pr$fic ciinot be descrlbed as severe or nuislnce noise. No one -wirr h;;;the lncreased, nolse level except other snowmobilers.rhere--iireally no way to nttlgate the urinor lnpact of lncreasea nofsllevels eventhough th9 pioject area serves only as an access polntand does not provlde an area for focused actlvlty. trltrr.durlng the project duratlon ls nlnlural wlth an aveiage of ioosnowmoblles per nouth leavlng the project area.



7. tand Use:
There are no crurulative or secondary adverse effects caused hwthe proposed.p-ro1ecr-.on--1and, basi "r".--iil"--;;;;;";-;;;; iIcurrently a highway and, the proposed, use durlng - th6 wfnter-tii!frane does not confllct wiitr - exiJting rana use nor does--i;i-nterfere with--any profit or pioauciive--6rrentated actlvityThe Beartooth Hlghwly is a alslgnated scenlc hlghway.' rt hosts amultitude of travelers d,uring the sunmer monihs in route toYellowstone Natlonal park. Th; proposed project does not affectthe highways sunner use patternS or lts slenlc status.
8. Rlsk and Health Hazards:The only posslble source of hazardous srlbstances, through nornaluse' wourd cone fron vehicle accid.ents, There is "i""v"-ltiposslbllity of. vehlcle colllslon lnvolvlng both snowmoblri- ;;;passenger vehlcles with a chance of oll, engine coorants -;;gasorine belng splIIea. - anv human error created hazard, due tovehlcle accldents, can not be dlrectiv- mitigated however if thererease of hazardous vehlcle llquids were to occur it would-roilthan llkely occur upon the travel route, over the hlghway asphaltsurface' The potentlal lurpact would be ninlnal and more easllucorrected than 1f the rerlase were to take place tn .-"it"iiiiivegetated 

"r:",.. Agaln, the low numbers ol recreatfonii-;;;:would dlmlnlsh the chances of vehicre incidents.The potentlar hazards created bi n"i.rie-""n exlst anlmhere. TheProJect corridg.r.has possrlrrrtri" oi-trazaras created, iy rock andsnovr slldes. Thts urlnor lrnpact can o"rv be nltlg"ila-ih;";;tpubllc awareness and educatl6n. The brocnure. availabre aE theparking. ar'ea alerts would be project users of possible hazards]"-The snownobl|9_cfub partlcipafes in avalanche alrareness and,search and rescue training ior its nenbers and, the generalpubllc
A posltlve inpact will be created through use of the project areaby rocar search and rescue organizations. The plowlng of theproject corrldor w111 offer qulcker and, nore efflcient-responslto emergency sltuatlons in the Beartooth pass area.
9. Communlty Inpacts:
The proposed project is renoved fron residentlal and conmerctalareas. There ]s no proposed activlty whlch wiII alter hun;;populatlon patterns oi adversely affeci soclologlcal developn*;.The off season use. of a porttoi of hlghway 212 for thls projectshourd not create signlflcant trairlc- hazards nor irpi"itransportatlon facilltlei.



10. Pnbllc Services lTaxes/Utllitles:There are no proJected effects on publc servlces, taxes orutlritles as a result of thls proposll. There are no new oraltered governnent servlces requlied-to lnltlate thls program.
The use of a portlon of the state gas tax to fund the proposedactlon ls proportlonately lnslgnlilcant to the total t"iraiiJavallable to the state wtae trails prograJns. rnpleurentaiio;-;;the proposed actlon would, not have an adverse effect on ttrtispecial revenue source
contractlng to hiy" the Departnent of Transportation (oorl plowthe project corrldor once I week fron oecenber 15 through'$;ii
15 suggests no inpacts to there exlsting operations. A -linil;e
anount of wlnter nalntenance is performed on this highway sectlonat varlous tlnes throughout the wlnter by the Dor. inrs-"g"n"1l;wlllingness to asslst in the proposed, pioject offers u"iu."n"Ithat the project ls not impacting lhetr opeiatlng schedule.'
11. Aesthetlcs and Recreation:
Traver through the proposed access area ls not ringerlng. TherewllL not be an accunulatlon of anything that could ne aesciiU"Aas vlsually offenslve. The parklng area-wlrl contain vehlcl";;;esnowmoblle trallers however slnce . thls activity wlrl ;;concentrated rather than scattered throughout the arla no vtsuainegatlve funpact wltL be created.
There w111 be .no lmpact to the character of dlstant comnunitlesor other urbanlzed areas. The quality or guantlty of recreatlonifactivltles . w111 be sllghtly enhanced but not to. the pornt--oi
creatlng impacts to recreatlon or aesthetlc settlngs.
12. Cultural/Hlstorlcal Resources j
There has been no prehlstorlc, historlc or paleontological sites,structures or objects def lned ln' the lmuredlate irea oe ifr!project. Due to the physlcar setting of ftre'pioj""i- area nostextant culturar resources are rocated in other- areas of ih;reglon tnore suitable for human ad.aptatlon. Htstorlc sltes in iiieinnediate area are lacking with no physicaL or recoraea eviA.n"Iexlstlng to . verlfy thelr exlstence. ihe geology of the area lsnot conduclve to contalnrnent or preservatlon oi paleontologicii
speclnens. once.agaln, the proposed.project utillzes a portt6" oian exlstlng hlghway and thLre are -not any human culturairesources at risk. Therei are not any existing religious or """i"asltes of contenporary or hlstorlc uie on the projelt area.
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13. Sumtrary Evaluatton of Signlftcance:There have b"9? a few nfnoi lmpacts recorded in this EA that E5slndtvldually llurlted G ou"rirt slgnlficance. The cunuratlveeffects of these _1tp".C" do not create secondary adverse stresson the avalIabl" r".6ui.e". Minor lnpacts noted, in nost, case',can be easlly ntttgaie&, Those faltors whlch deat with-hiianbehavlor and. acts 6t -nature 
can be defined but not readlrvresorved. Rlsks. and ;dv;;;e effects or 

--tir-islroi""i-t"""--i!!i
well def ln'ed-.bI- 

, 
parti.cipating recreational ulers. rt wasdetermlned that extiene hiiards-do not exist arong the proposedproject corrldor

use of the proJect area wlthout iurplenentatlon of thts progratnwourd contlnue as lt hJs in the pasl. The proposar ror eirrri;;;eaccess to a narklng area would not aad to lncriased goverrunentalpartlclpatlon.-_ The particular agencles lnvolved are arreadvnandated, to follow 
".tilii=r,"a ptani io-monitor use "oniii"i;-iliseek courpllance wlth p"iiirr"nt, Iaws.An evaluatlol o! tuiuie=wlnter use 1n the area dobs not lead tothe l1kel1hoo*_?f.un expinded prograrn. The proposed, projJ"i iInot a tlplcal^tl:_tt:.progi"r. rhere are not any nalntaine&-i;"iisvstens ln the lnnedlite area. The praject corildor and p"iirniarea neet the needs of present anE flture wlnter r""t"itiffiiuse.

conslderlng the a'ourt of publlc use and travel.over thls saneroute durlnE.the su&ner n6nths lt ls noi-iii"rv'-itr" proposedproJect would generate iubstantlal controversy or debate; rn theove.rarl pJ'cture of p'blic use, th9 use of a snarr portlon ;i ;i;;exlstlng hlghway- by - a llmlted-nu-urber of wlnter. relreatlon,trii!does not open the door ioi justlfiable- 
";;;;;;":-N;-;otentlaltvsignif lcant lurpacts have tre"n . outlined in thls se.- ih"-'-;ilIlmpacts addressed, even cunulatlv_ely, should, not generate riJJ"pttbllc concern. Htren' oearrng wlth rruiin concerns there-ir. "r*iilthe possibllltv soneon.-woura rtke to g"";iiiii-a.iliie over tnrsproJect. The no-lupaci designated for -(e) courd, rearisii";ii;fade into the unknorm category.



1. Descriptlon and anatysls of reasonabte alternattves (lncluding the no acilon
alternatlve) to the proposed action whenever alternatives ars reasonably
available and prudent to conslder and a dlscusslon of how the alternailvei
would be lmplemented:

The Beartooth Highway has tong been rised by the public as a travel route for
summer and winter recreational outings. The alternatives to the proposed project
are limited.

Alternative A: No Action. A portion of the existing highway would continue to.be
used by snowmobilers without benefit of the plowing program and control
measures. Pertinent educational training sessions open to the public would be
adversely affected.

Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stiputation, or other controt measures
enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

The categories defined in this EA as creating minor impacts have been evatuated
and assigned priority ratings. Those impacts which can be mitigated by control
measures such as signing, training and law enforcement compliance will be
handled through cooperative arrangement with the snowmobile club and the
agency. ltiinor impacts dealing with human error or acts of nature can only be
enhanced through educational endeavors. Residual impacts of additional air
pollutants and odors cannot be controlled by the sponsors of this program.
Excessive noise levels created by defective or aitered equipment is controltabte by
the agency.

!!teg 91 the slgnificance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS requtred?
yEs./ l'lo !f a-n Els ts not requtred, exptatn why the EA ts the appr6pilate
level of analysis for this proposed action:

Based on the review of all significant criteria in this EA it is suggested an EIS is not
required. This environmental assessment is the appropriate lev-el of analysis based
on the following criteria:

Throughout the environmental review no significant impacts were assessed.
The minor impacts reported can be mitigated in most instances. There
were no advdrse individual, collective or cumutative impacts discovered.
Those that fell into the unknown category will be monitored for fi.rture
reference.

The proposed project is very close to falling into a categorical exctusion due
to the nature of the program. The road plowing action proposed is a minor
operation.

11



4. Describe the level of publlc lnvolvement for thls protect if any and, glven the
complexity and the serlousness of the environmental lssues assoclated with
the proposed action, ls the tevet of publlc Involvement appropriate under the
clrcumstances?

The environmental issues identified in the program's proposed action are not
complex or qignificant. In the best interest otthe public, a comment period will be
advertized. Public involvement to date has taken ptace through open snowmobite
club meetings.

Duration of comment perlod if any: .The comment period will be advertized in
local papers for a period of three weeks.

Name, title, address and phone
Preparing the EA:

Midland Empire Snowgoers
Pierre Holland, President
4251 Jack Rabbit Dr.
Billings, Montana S9106
406-245-2729

number of the Person(s) Responsible for

Harley Sorrells
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 253
Joliet, Montana 59041
406-962-3655

12



PART III. TIARRATIVE EVALUATTOII A]ID COIT,IEIIT

Tht:oughout this evaluation the reviewers were consistent in identifying specific
areas of concern. Greater concern was voiced over those impacts wnbn, anhough
considered minor impacts, could not be easily or readily mitigated.

AIR Part a & b: Emission of air pollutants and creation of objectionable odors were
the first topics discussed at length. tt was concluded the pioposed project woulJ
not have a direct atfect on these categories since snowmobilb activiiy fras always
taken place in the area and the air quality concerns previously existed.
tmplementation of the project would not necesslrifi cause an increase in use of
the area. lt wou-ld be the goal of the program participants to encourage improved
maintenance of snow machines to help timit excessive air pollutants.' This
combined with forthcoming EPA standard.s would help reduce the impacts noted.

VEGETATION Part e: There has been no evidence of noxious weed introduction
or spread in the area due to snowmobile activity. Cooperative efforts with the
county weed board will monitor the site for future reference.

FISH AND WILDLIFE Part g: Ritnougn no impacts were noted in the fish and
wildlife sections of this assessment, the reviewers have worked with area biologists
to determine.the possibility of creating impacts to wildlife located OeyonO tne
pJojecl area boundaries. Consideration has been given to winter ranges that
historically exist in the area. These areas have been identified and measures taken
to minimize possible impact. Boundaries have been marked and travet routes
designated. .A.large orientation map (4'x8') located at the project parking area
informs would-be users of restricted ireas. There are atso fropit brodhures
available at this same area which contain an area map. The resiriciions noted are
enforceable both by state game wardens and forest-service officers.

NOISE EFFECTS Part a: An increase in existing noise levels has been assessed.
and identified as a possible minor impact. Again, it was the opinion of thJ
reviewers that this noise level, caused piimarily by snowmobiles, is b pre-existing
condition- Monitoring of noise levels by ctub plrti6ipants and taw enfoicementwil
help to keep impacts minimal.

RISK AND HEA!-TH HMARDS Part a. b. c: The possibility of introducing heatth
hazards to the human environment was categorized as ah unknown. tlre only
source for release of hazardous substances would be from motor vehicles and
Plfaps from snowmobiles. Such hazards would be created by human error over
which the program sponsors have tittle control. The hazardous materiats identified '

for clarification in this project were engine oil and gasoline. No other substances
would normally spill. The proposed projec.t arel utilizes the existing highway
surface for vehicle travel. lt is conceivab6 that spills would take ptacJ up6n n6
asphalt sudace of the roadway.

13



The potential hazards of nature can exist anywhere. The project corridor has
possibilities of snow and rock slides. This unknown impact can only be mitigated
through public awareness and education.

A positive impact will be created through use of the project by local search and
rescue organizations. lt is not believed this project will create the necessity for
more rescue callouts. The response time to emergency situations will be
enhanced.

14
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SNOWMOBILE GROOMING PROGRAM

I I rrail expansion (attach map highrighting expansion)
I xx t New trail system (attach map hightighting trair system)

MIDLAND E},IPIRE SNOWGOERS Snowmobile Club

Are there any wiidlife concerns?

lf yes:

YES

E
NO

t-t
ll

Species

(tist)
1 ' Winter range Line. creek Plateau and between East & west Forkoef,ffi treek 

f .2. Travel corridor NoNE

3. Othef Area between Chain Creek & Mirror Lake (sheep irea)

Suggested alternate route

Oth br m itig atio n measures (such
si n wlnEer r e bounoary and

as signingi trajf restrictions, etc.)
keep snowmobile traffic out. sEE MAP

i xx i Approved with above_nrentioned
t-tr i Not approved as submitted

mitigation measures

. C/*o{tofi. d*a.u. s./4.q2
Regional Wildlife Biologist

.: ..' . :..

Date
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rfanuary 7, 1993

MarceLla Sherfy
State Hlstorlc preservation office
225 North Roberts
Helana, MT 59620

subject: stpp Zs-2 (17) 45
Beartooth pass - North

r 
Control No. 2044

Enclosed is the culturar tresouree report and GRABS form forthe above proJect. Aaberg cultural- Resource consulting
Service recorded three prenlstorlc and one historic tsotateaArtLfact Locarities (rAL) within the designated projectarea. we are requesting your concurrence that none of rALsare elLgible for the IrRIfp:

If you have any questlons, please contact Jon Axllne at
444-6258.

C'.(i,{r;U jl
tuo' 

n0, ff [ t,^r: o^Gt :r!6! eLE

lo[,,.i] lli loEih i,,t],:',1E':l 
Htl,::. :*gi* ii'ii),' 

u,.0,,

PA

Engineer

Off,ice

486-444-7245

Montana Dopaftment
of Transportation

2 7,0 I P t os pccl 4vr.vtrc
PO !*.,x:lilOAt
Helenir hlT 59,6;?0 10()'

MDT ENVIRONMENTAL PAGE 63

JAN O

A4..lrtr hhe.,,.;(rt, Govil r.t(il.

r995

K,$-\

{4,"*,/,"-;r^ , r
Edrie L. Vinson, chief /tfr
Environmental & Hazardou6 WaEte Bureau

ELV:DrElIVr169.gg

Enclosure

David S. Johnson, p.8., preconstruction Bureau
w/attach.
Roy R. Ventura, Jr., p.8., BittinEs Distrlct
w/attach.
Lee Greer, USDA - Forest Service Region One
Halcyon LaPoint, Custer National ForeEt

cc!

I-lon+iF:'i!rr:F|

.f;ril t 4&93
i tui l.tuirl Oap.qlslity La,til*+

rv...*t{ l I r.rL t/{.rr., ..,

= e;e; -
r ILE
CCIPY



b9/22/t595 t5222 406-444-7245

Mantana Depaftment
of nanspodatiotl

May 3, 1993

270i P:'ospect Avenuc
PO icx 201007
Heteha lurl 39620.1001

MDT ENVIRONI'4ENTAL PAGE A2

Marc Racicot, Governor

o

State Clearinghouse
c/o Off,lce of Budget & progran planning

Capitol Building, Roon #ZZl.
Helena, MT 59620

Subject: STpp 28 2 (12) 45
Beartooth pass - North
(P. M. s. C#2o44)

Enclosed is one (1) copy of the Categorical Exclusion for this proposed project as

approved by the u.s. DepnRTMF-lrr oF TRA.\spoRTATIoN's Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) on April 30, 1993.

This doorment also complies wirh rhe provisions of McA ?s.1.103 and MC.t
7s-L-201(see ARM 18.2.251, MEPA "Actions that qualifo for a categorical
Exclusionn as applicable to the Montana Department of Transportation/MDT).

Additional copies of rhis document are available through this office (MDTs
Environrnental & Hazardous Waste Bureau).

e.; /. {/+''.^

6rEdrie L Vinson. Chief 'fo'nl
, Environmetrral & llazardous Waste Bureau

ELV: KMH: as j : SC. IJET

Ericlosure

CC: Edrle L. '\ti::san, Chle! - HDT Envlronmental

:

I

. Lt E!!.1 ODooar4,l, Eci^t a,

& !{asardcus Waste 3ureEu



89/22/4995 15:22 496-444-7245

' United Eteteg
Departoent of
Agrieulture

MDT ENVIRONMENTAL

Custer ItF
PAGE A5

25AZ lat Avenue North
F;0. 3ox 2556
Bi1lings, ltT ' 59103@

Fores t
Service

--1.-/+,!t:rrrr{Fl

- LIAY $ 8lgg3

'sr rr r.rgrrrstr') r'rt- b9r\-...-
Edrie L. Vinson, Chief
IDT - Environneneal & Hazardoua Waste Bureau
2701 Progpect Avenue
?0 Box 201001
llelena, Mc; : 59620-1001

Reply To: 7700.

Date: April 20r 1993

FfASfmFiIil
srPP 28 - 'l --qqPY.__l
Beartooth ?asc'-'Nortb
(P.M.S. C#2044)

Dear Edrie:

I have revieued the docuraente f,or the above, proposed'project.

With tbis letter I coacur that this propoeed proJecr meets che criteria for
classificetion as a Categorical Exclusion under the provieione of 23 CFR
771.117(d). The desetiption, purpose & need, envirorunental impacga, locationg
oap end related docuroents appear to be in order.

From uy analyais es the Responsible Official of a Cooperating Agerrcy I believ6
this proposed project iE in accordanee with the above aud ttre Menorandua of
Understanding on Procedurea Retated to State Higbways over National Forest Lands
signed by MDT, the FgL'Ar and the USFS in January, f993.

Please call Carl Wolf at 406-657-6361 in ny Billings qffice if we can be of
further assietance.

CURTIS W. BATES

Forest Eupervisor

cc: Beartooth RI)
B. Johnston; R0
R. Sayder, R0
Roy' Venture, MD?, BilIings
R. lfeed, l(DT, Billings

o
@

Caring for rhg Land and Serving People

FS-6200.2A{,42't



INTERAGENCY COOPERATIVE AGREEilENT

This interagency cooperative agreenent ls nade this'date,
JuIv 1. 1995, by and.between the Montana Dep.artnent of

Transportation (t'lDT), and MONTANA FISH, WfLDLIFE & PARKS (t'FWP,,)

for the purpose of cooperatively naintaining a'section of, State
Hlghway U.s. 2]-2 for snor+xroblle use on land shown on the attached

rap, (Attachnrent A)
:

This agreenent wilr be effect,ive for the period, beginning

Julv 1 1995, and ending June 30. 1996.

RECITAI,S

- 1. Legislation was passed, by the 47th Montana Legisl.ature

earrnarking a portlon of gasoJ.ine taxes for snor*uobile facility
operation, naintenance, and developroent, for public u3e, at no

cost to the pubtic;

?. Sufficient funds have accrued in the snowuobile

earmarked revenue account to fund the proposal described ln this
agreementl

3. The Parks Division of FWp has been assigned the
responsibirity for adrninistration of the program and the parks

Di.vision desires to see]< means of providing snowmobile

facilities; and

4. The MDT has naintenance equipnent, in the vicinity of
the project area of concern.

NOW, THEREFORE, fN CONSIDERATION of the prornises and

.: ir'.".' r", '



conditions and terrns set forth
agree as follows:

in this agreeroent, the parties

1. The attached Dapr designated as Attachrnent ttArr, is an

accurate.graphic depiction of the land area'covered by this
agreement.

2. FWP shall provide the following to the MDT:

. a, Reirnburse MDT ln an amount not to exceed $4rOOO.Oo

for the maintenance of the arpa set forth in
Attachrnent rrArr upon receipt of proper

docurnentation showing actual costs of said
naintenance.

3. The MDT sh.all perfor-n the following activities and

duties:

a. Plowing of snow not to exceed 5 niles fron the

state highwayts closure gater.the point, of
beginnlng. A1I ploving will take place between

Deceuber 15 and April 15 of each year.

Create a parking area for vehicles forthe purpose

of loading and unloadingr snowmobiles near that
portion of hlghway where plowing will cease. The

area is approxirnately (1) nile below upper Quad

Creek.

b.

4- The MDT shall foLlow established, accounting procedures

and shall pernit Legislative or Departrnent, aud.itors access to its
records for the purpose of d,eternining tf this grant is
ad,ninistered in accordance with grant terns and conditions.

5. rn.the naintenance and, perfornance of this agreeroent,

' :'.'i.:



both part,ies shall act

applicable state lavs.

with or without cause

vith approPriate and

may terminate this agreenent

parties that Plowing of this
purpose of snowmobile use is
maintenance resPonsibilities

Ln accordance

Either partY

by giving ten days written notice' Upon

termination, FWP shall pay the MD1r for work actually performed

under this agreement, to the date of terrirination.

6. It is agreed upon by both

portion of Highway U.S. 2L2 for the

of lower priority than the standard

of the MDT.

the folLowing conditionsPlowing will be conducted weekly if
pernit,:

a. AIl other public safety concerns are neti

'b- Other responsibilities of the MDT have been

conpleted;

c. crews are ayailable; and

- d. Weather conditions pernit.

This writing contains the entire agreement between the
i

parties..
The MDT designates Bruce Barrett to act, as liaison for this

agreernent. FHP deslgnates Ray Berntsen to act as liaison for

this agreernent. All contacts for the purpose of fulfilling this

cooperative agreeuent'between the MDT and FllP shall be made

through the designated liaisons or their delegates.



It,

O 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPoRTATIoN

Bruce H. Barrett
District, Adrninistrator

-.t^ 
|

Dare z !/S/7{

l'loNTNtA FrSH, I{TLDLTFE &

PARKS

Date:

Date, { 7 
-'-

Regional SuPervisor

tent
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