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23OO Lake Elmo Drive

Bi}lings, MT 59105
September 24, L996

TO:

Environmental Quality Council
Director's Office, Dept. of Environmental Quality
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office
Resource Assessnent
Fisheries Division
Parks Division
Regional Supervisors
Lands Section

Montana Historical Society, State Preservation Office
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council
Montana Wildlife Federation

Montana Environmental Infornation Center

Ladies and Gentlemen:

An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for an Exchange-
of-Use agreement with a landowner adjacent to Bighorn FAS on the
Bighorn River near Saint Xavier, Montana.

Any guestions or connents on this project should be addressed to
the undersigned by October 25, 1996 .

of
1fiistt,wlarye

JD/s

Sincerq.ly,n' *\- a '\q^?1
' /tim Darling \ I
'/ Regional Fishe"ries Manager

(406) 247-296L

Montana Environmental

W,,{n



O
l,loNTAllA trIsg, nIIJDIJITE AND PARKS

23OO Lake Elmo Drive, Billings, MT 59105
(406) 247-2e40

E!{VIRONUENTAI, AS SES SIIENT

Biqhorn FAS Land ExchanqeProject Title

Division/Bureau Fisheries

Program Fishinq Access Site

Description of Project Exchanoe-of-use actreement with a landowner

(Gonzales) adiacent to Biqhorn FAs. FWP will al1ow use of a

portion of the existinq access road and an extension in exchanqe

for use of .018 acres alono the river and reimbursement for one-

half of the annual expense of rnaintaininq the access road.

POTENTIAL IUPACT ON PHYSICAIJ EM/IRONI{ENT

.'

I.tAJOR MODERAIE l.lINOR NONE T'NKNOVIN

coMMaltTs oN
ATTACEED
PAGES

1. Teneetrial & aquatic
life and habitats x

2. Water quality, quantity
& digtributLon x

3. Geology & soil quality,
stabilitv & moisture x

4. Vegetation cover,
quantitv C quality x

5. Aesthetics x

6. Air quality x

7. Unique, endangered,
fragile, or limited
environmental resourceg x

8. DemandE on environmental
resourceE of land, water,
air & energy x

9. Historical &
archaeoloqical siteE x



POTENUAIJ TUPACTS ON UUUAIT EN\TIRONUENT

tdAitoR UODERAIE l.lINOR NONE I'NKNOW}I

COl,ll,tENlS Olt
A TACEED

PAGES

1. Social structurea &
moreE x
2. Cultural unigueness
& divereitv x
3. Local & gtate tax
base & tax revenue x
4. Agricultural or
industrial production x
5. Human health x
6. Quantity &
distribution of
community & personal
income x
7. AcceEs to & quality
of recreational and
wilderness activities x
8. Quantity &
distribution of
employment x
9. Distributi-on &
density of population &
housinq x
10. Demands for
government serviceE x
11. fndustrial &
commercial activitv x
12. Demands for enerqv x
13. Locally adopted
environmental plans &
ooals x
14. Transportation
networks & traffic
flowe x

other .groups or agencies contacted or which may have overlappingjurisdiction National park Service.

fndividuals or groups contributing to this EA

Recornmendation concerning preparation of Ers No Ers required.

EA prepared by : Jirn Darling

Date: Septernber 24, 1996



EINTIRONII{EN8AI/ Ass ESSIIENT
Excbange-of-Use Agreenent lnvolvini

Bigborn Fisbing Access Slte neargaLnt Xavier, Uontana
Prepared by

Montana Fish, Wildlife & parks
September , L996

General. PufPoqe: The 1977 Montana Legislature enacted statute g7-
1-505 which directs the Montana Fishr- wildlife and parks (F,wp) toacquire, develop _a.nd operate a system of fishing accesses. Thelegislation established an earmarfLa funding accou-nt, to ensure thatthis function would be accomplished.

r. DESCRTPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

A. Location of the property

Bighorn FAs is in NEt NEt of section g, Township 5 south,Range 32 East, M.p.M. in Big. Horn county, Montana 1-rigure 1) :Phillip Y. Gonzales and Patricia ,r. Gonzales are the owners of theadjacent property in Lot 1 of section st where they reside andoperate the Bighorn River Lodge, Inc.
B. Need for the Action

This Exchange of Use will allow Mr. Gonzales and his clientsguaranteed and direct access to his fishing lodge.

C. Scope of Acquisition and Developrnent

The owners and guests of the Bighorn River Lodge will use theexisting.fishing access road and an elsement (rigure'z) in exctrangefor public use of 0.018 acres of property (rigu-re 3) and one-harfof the annuar expense in rnaintaining - the -access road. TheFxchange-of-use pennit wirl operate for 10 years or untilterminated for cause by one of the parties.

II.

A.

Please review the attached checklist.
Impacts to the physical Environment

Construction of
in compaction
moisture.

a gravel road
of soil and

on the easement will result
reduced permeability for

3.
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R I GHT OF IIAT EASEHE}IT
Located in Lot f , Sec. 5, T.5 S., R.32 E.,U.p.tt.

Big Horn County, Hontana

F IGURE 3

Prepared for llontana State Fish, t{ildlife & parks
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licensed Land Survelgr. in the
1994, surveyed the Right of
and that it is. a true and

.va,/
State of Montana

county of Big Horn 
ss

I , l,!alter R. Egg9q,, do. hereby certify that I am astate of r'lontana-ind tnat Jurlig-tne n'6nin-or';J'i'y,
'uay 

Eisement shown ano oesiiiu.i on the annexed platcorrect survey.

DESCRIPTIOII
A 20 foot wide Right of r{ay Easement located in Lot_r, section 5, Township 5south, Range 32 Eait, H.p.H:,-i.i.iiuei-ii-iorio*r; Beginning at the southeastcorner of said section 5, tnenie-lr eg;52;20;w;'i6q0.37-feet, on and along thesouth line or t.ig:g:!i6n s-[o-tn: !ry. poiiii oi u.ginnins, thence N 8eos7,20"i{.5l'23 feet, on and.lgng saio-5outn iire io-tie-meander line of the East Bank ofthe Bis Horn Riugl:-llgnce lr-qa;Iz, fi;i: jo.oi-r..t, on and along said meanderline, thence s 89"57'?0u8, za.il-teet,-inenie'soutn, zo.o reet, io the true pointof besinning; containins in-iii' 0.0i8'uii.il-r6i. o'^ ress.
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4. Vegetation cover, quantity and quality.

Where the new section of gravel road crosses the
easement, vegetation will be removed. Weedy species rnay
initially colonize the road fringes.

B. Impacts on the Human Environrnent

7. Access to quality of recreational and wilderness
activities.

Access to Bighorn River Lodge recreational facilities
will be more direct.

L4. Transportation networks and traffic flows.

VisibiLity will be improved where the Bighorn FAS
entrance road and lodge access intersect. Likelihood of
a collision wiII be reduced.

IIT. DISCUSSION A}ID EVAI,UATION OF REASONABLE AI,TERNATIVE

1) The ttNo Actiontf Alternative
If the Exchange-of-Use Agreement with Mr. and Mrs.
Gonzales is not approved, they wiII have guaranteed
access to their lodge on only half of the entrance road
as secured in their Easement Agreernent with adjacent
landowner James Homer. FWP will continue to pay the cost
of road rnaintenance and will not have an additional 30
feet of river shore access at the downstream end of
Bighorn FAS.

2) The Proposed Alternative
The Gonzales' will gain full, guaranteed, and more direct
access to their lodge. FWP will pay half the annual road
maintenance fee and gain public access to additional
river frontage.



IV. EITVIRONUENTAIJ ASSESSIiENT CONCIJUSIONS SECTION

1) fs an EIs required? No

This revien has demonstrated that the irnpacts associated
with this project are not significant. The net result of
the proposed action is to maintain existing positive
factors to the human and physical environrnent.

Describe the level of pubtic involvement.

Legal notices will be placed in the Billings Gazette and
Helena Independent Record.

Duration of comrnent will extend to October 25, t996.

Name, title, address and phone nunber of person
responsible for preparing the EA document.

Jim Darling
Fisheries Manager
Montana Fish, t{ildlife and parks
2300 Lake Eluro Drive
Billings, Montana 59105
(406) 247-2e6L

2)

3)

4')




