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February 13,1997

TO: Environmental Quallty Council, P.O. Box 20t704,Helena, Mt 59620-1704
Dept. of Environmental Qualf, Director's Office, P.O. Box200901, Helen4 MT 59620-0901
Dept. of Fisb, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office
Regional Supervisors
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division
Legal Unit
JeffErickson

Flathead National Forest, 1935 Third Ave. 8., Kalispell, MT 59901
Lewis and Clark National Forest, P.O. Box 869, Great Falls, MT 59403
MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 20l202,Helen4 MT 59620-1202
MT Wildemess Association, P.O. Box 635, Helen4 MT 59601
MT State Library, l5l5 E. Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 201800, Helen4 MT 59620
Island Range Chapter-WMA 1400 lst Ave. N. Rm. 36, Great Falls, MT 59401
Norttrwest Field Office - MWA, 43 Woodland Park Dr. #9, Kalispell MT 59901
James Jenserq MT Environmental Information Center, P.O. Box I184, Helen4 MT 59624
Janet Ellis, MT Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595, Helen4 MT 59624
George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helen4 NIT 59624
MontanaWildlife Federation" P.O. Box 1175, Helen4 MT 59624
Wayne Hurst, P.O. Box 729,Libby,Mf 59923
Paul Hickman, State Parks Assoc., P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103
Friends of the Bitterroot P.O. Box 442, Harniltorl MT 59840
Cut Bank Snowgoers,Inc., P.O. Box 301, Cut Banlq MT 59427
Alliance for the Wild Rockies, P.O. Box 8731, Missoula MT 59807
Glacier -Two Medicine Alliance, P.O. Box l8l, East Glacier, MT 59434
Friends of the Rocky Mountain Fronf P.O. Box 763, Choteau,MT 59422

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) Decision Notice is for the Cut Bank Snowgoers , INC.
snowmobile club groomed snowmobile trails, and is submitted for your consideration. If you have questions,
please contact Regional Park Manager, Dave Todd at (406) 454-5840, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, P.O.
Box 6610, Great Falls, Montana59406.

Thank you for your interest.

Sincerelv.

ike Aderhold

,--lct()1f
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DECISION NOTICE

Gut Bank Snowgoers, Inc.
Snowmobile Grooming Grant
Environmental Assessment

February 13, 1997

PROPOSED ACTION:

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks proposes to continue to award Cut Bank
Snowgoers, Inc., annual state snowmobile grants for a snowmobile
recreation program at Marias Pass.

The 76-mile groomed trail system is described in a December g, 1996,
Environmental Assessment that was circulated for a 30 day public
comment. Contacts: Region 4, FWP Parks Manager Dave Todd, p.O. Box
6610, Great Falls MT 59406, Phone 4o64s4-s840, and FWp Trails
Goordinator Bob Walker, P.O. Box 200701, Helena MT 59620-070l, Phone
406-444-4585.

The Marias Pass Snowmobile Program is a four-party partnership involving
Flathead National Forest, Lewis and Clark National Forest, Cut Bank
snowgoers, Inc., and Montana Fish, wildlife and parks. The program
involves public resources and is subject to continual public scrutiny.
FWP's proposed action exists with the understanding that if significant
problems are identified with wildlife impacts, preserving Wilderness or
maintaining the "wilderness character" of a Wilderness Study Area,
adjustments can and will be made in the groomed trail system. Such
changes will involve all of the partners in the program.

The Montana Snowmobile Grant Program operates under the authority of
State Laws 60-3-201(5), MCA, and 23-2-616, MbA. A description and hisiory
of this grant program are found on pages 2-5, Proqrammatic Environmental
lmpact Statement. Montana Snowmobile Grant Proqram. September 1993,
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 1S0 pps,



HISTORY:

Cut Bank Snowgoer€, Inc., is a community-based, familyoriented recreation
organization with a 25 year plus history. Currently the group has 320
members. One hundred and ten members also belong to the Montana
Snowmobile Association.

The Club owns a snow grooming machine and has independent funds. For
the last 20 years they have groomed a trail system at Marias Pass that was
between 50 and 100 miles in length. This decade they have reduced their
groomed trail system twenty percent. The present groomed system is 76
miles in length and there are no proposals to increase it. Today's groomed
trails have been in place for thirteen years. The snowmobile season runs
from Dec, I to April 1.

In 1990, FWP decided to bring all of its snowmobile grant programs in
compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). In 1993 a
Programmatic EIS was published for the Snowmobile Grant Program. In
this EIS the various snowmobile organizations were given three yearc to
document, with an Environmental Assessment (EA), their on-the-ground
programs or forfeit the opportunity to qualify for state snowmobile grants.

Several snowmobile organizations, including the Cut Bank Snowgoers,
pushed the deadline. Late in {996 several EA's were released in a short
time prompting concern from the environmental community and the
Montana Wilderness Association (MWA) in particular.

MWA made off road vehicle use a subject of their annual meeting,
December 6-8, 1996. They later released an "action alert" to their
membership, questioning the State's snowmobile program. Many
erroneously perceived the program to be new and rapidly expanding. Over
200 letters were sent to various FWP offices.

Snowmobilers, sensing a threat to their grant monies, responded with
another hundred letters pushing in the opposite direction.
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MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT PROCESS

FWP is required by MEPA to assess impacts to the human and natural
environment. The Cut Bank Snowgoers' grooming proposal and its impacts
were documented by FWP in an EA to comply with MEPA. The Montana
Snowmobile Grant PEIS(1993) was reviewed to determine the issues to be
addressed in the Gut Bank Snowgoers, lnc. Grant EA.

Public comments were solicited for 30 days from December 9, {996,
through January 10, 1997. Legal notices regarding the proposed action
were printed in area newspaperc and listed on the state's electronic bulletin
board. Approximately 45 copies of the EA were mailed to FWP's standard
distribution list and interested parties.

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENT

FWP received letters from 80 individuals during the comment period. The
comments received were reviewed and noted. The letters contained some
comments that were outside the scope of the environmental assessment
process.

There were 65 letters against snowmobiling and 15 letters in favor of
snowmobiling. Passion is high on both sides of this issue. A summary of
the correspondence was put together by Region 4 Parks Manager Dave
Todd. lt is available at the Region 4 Headquarters, P.O. Box 6610, Great
Falls MT 59406.

FOREST SERVICE LAND MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

FWP administens a grant program for snowmobile trail grooming. The PEIS
and EA are intended to provide MEPA compliance for the snowmobile trail
qroominq qrant proqram. The PEIS requires as a prerequisite for funding,.
that those trails on federal land be covered by appropriate National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation. The Lewis & Clark and
Flathead National Forests have communicated to FWP that the use of
federal lands, as proposed in the Cut Bank Snowgoers' grooming project,
is in compliance with NEPA. The grooming is also in compliance with the
Forest Seruice's current travel plans. For the scope of this EA, FWP must



depend on the determination made by the Forest Seruice. Limiting off
road/off trail use by snowmobiles and the designation of play areas is
outside the scope of the Snowmobile Grooming Grant Program PEIS.

WILDLIFE

Almost every comment received on the Cut Bank Snowgoers EA, pro and
con, mentioned wildlife. Unfortunately very few of the wildlife comments
were specific. There were three exceptions from: (1) Lou Bruno,
President, Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance, (2't Dennis Tighe, President,
lsland Range Chaptel Montana Wilderness Association; and (3) Mike
Grayson, President, Montana Wilderness Association.

The gentlemen expressed concem about impacts on: wintering elk in three
specific drainages, wintering moose, wintering mountain goats, denning
grizzlies, cutthroat trout, lynx and Harlequin ducks in the general area.
These three letters also mentioned Wilderness trespass and impacts on
Wilderness Study Areas.

FWP is investigating these allegations. Area Warden Rod Duty (Conrad)
made snowmobile patrols into the area January 4 and January {8, 1997.
Area Biologist Gary Olson (Gonrad) flew the area February 4, 1997. Both
Rod Duty and Gary Olson ran a furbearer survey in the area February 13,
,| 997.

The Marias Pass area is covered with deep snow this winter. No moose or
moose sign was observed in the area. The nearest elk were in the
Palookaville area some distance from the trail system. The furbearer survey
did pick up the tracks of two lynx but couldn't make a tie to snowmobiles.
No sign of Wilderness or Wilderness Study Area trespass was observed.
We will continue to check for the problems mentioned.

There were several issues related to wildlife on trails where snowmobiling
is allowed by the Forest Service but is not part of the groomed trails
program. We will examine these non-groomed trail issues collaboratively
with the Forest Seruice and interest groups in the future. FWP cannot, with
present authority summarily stop snowmobile activity on National Forest
lands.



DEGISION:

FWP's analysis supports maintaining the existing Cut Bank Snowgoers'
recreation program, with stipulations identified in the public awareness
plan. A tradition of public recreation has developed in the Marias Pass area
over many years. A state grooming grant will guarantee a continued joint
commitment to resource protection and ethical public land use.

I am familiar with the East Front from Highway #200 to the Canadian border.
Frankly, I do not know of an altemative area along the Front where we could
have 3,000 days of snowmobile activity with less impact. We are, however,
open to other ideas.

Marias Pass experiences less than ten percent of the snowmobile
pressures seen around Gooke Gity and less than two percent of the
pressure seen at West Yellowstone. Air and water problems, if measurable,
will probably be observed there before we see them at Marias Pass. We will
continue to look.

After reviewing this issue, it is my decision to accept the EA, with mitigation
measures addressed in the public awareness plan, as the final EA and to
award the Cut Bank Snowgoers, Inc. a grant to continue grooming the
existing trails and roads designated for snowmobile use. Again it is
underctood that FWP will continue to respond to new and relevant resource
information. Such information could change the snowmobile grooming
program.

The Final EA may be viewed at or obtained upon request from Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks at the Region 4 Headquarters in Great Falls (406-
454-5840). Gontact: R4 Parks Manager Dave Todd.tZ?bM
MIKE ADERHOLD
Region 4 Supervisor
Great Falls, Montana
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SNOWMOBILE GROOMINC PROGRAM
MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS

SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
CUT BANK SNOWGOERS. INC.'

-The EA document will be submitted to the Fnvironmental Quality Council upon signing of the
Decision Notice, following the 30 day comment period.

- The description of the proposed action is provided in the EA document along with maps identifying
location of the groomed trails.

-The benefits of the proposed action are to provide grooming for the sport of snowmobiling, as well
as snowmobile safety, education, enforcement and positive economic benefits.

-All groomed trails are located on the Flathead and Lewis and Clark National Forests. All
clearances are provided and included with the EA document.

-All impacts are evaluated and mitigation identified in the Public Awareness Plan document
included with the EA document. The key issues evaluated are:

l. Administration - all federal and state environmental analyses requirements are
beine met.

2. Air Quality - no negative impacts.

3. Topography, Soils, Hydrology - There is no grooming occurring in areas of
insufficient snowcover or wet meadows. All stream crossings are done ovir existing
structures.

4. Wildlife - Wildlife clearance has been provided. Impact to wildlife is minimal
due to high elevations and deep snow pack. Ungulates move to wintering areas well away
from the groomed tails prior to and after the snowmobiling season. There are no known bald
eagle nesting areas in the vicinity of trails. Grizzly bear hibernation areas are in the vicinity
of the Skyland/Two Medicine trails, however, the club will mitigate impacts through signing
and education. There are no ungulate wintering areas in grizzly bear denning areas nor are
there impacts to sensitive wildlife species. Refer to Public Awareness Plan for further
information.

5. Vegetation - Most trails are on existing roads or trails with very few exceptions.
The main exception is the proposed Forest Service trail reroute designed to avoid an area
where snow melt run off causes an erosion problem. Refer to public Awareness Plan and EA
documentation for further detail. The club will work with Raneer Districts in the war on
weeds.



6. Socioeconomic - The club holds a monthly outing during the snowmobiling
season. The events have about 50-80 participants and all planning and organizing is Jone
by volunteer efforts.

7. Cultural - All groomed trails are located primarily on existing roads or trails.
There are no cultural impacts.

8. Safety/Private Property - Clubs signing strategies address safety concerns,
hazards, private property and other pertinent concerns and issues. Further details are
provided in the EA document.

9. Wildemess Areas - A groomed trail comes near a wilderness boundary or
designated non-motorized recreation area, however, the boundaries are guarded by steep
terrain and a heavy timber and vegetative cover. The Two Medicine Trail head is also a
cross country ski trail head and the snowmobile and cross country ski trails cross in a
couple of places. The sign plan included in the EA documentation addresses the safety
concerns.

10. Law Enforcement - No snowmobiling violations have been issued bv the
Forest Service for incursions into the wilderness.

I l. Changes in Aesthetic Values - Clubs signing strategy includes "pack-it-in
Pack-it-out" signs. Litter remediation plan included with EA document.

Analysis of reasonable alternatives include:

.. Alternative I - No change - continue grooming as in the past with no changes.

Alternative 2 - Discontinue any further grooming. Snowmobiling would continue on
ungroomed trails, no signing or safety program would be provided, nor would information be
provided regarding ungulate winter ranges or other sensitive issues.

Altemative 3 - Continue grooming with modifications. Additional information and
education will be provided to the public to minimize all impacts as much as possible, through a
enhanced signing and safety program. Trail reroute will be constructed to eliminate erosion.

# The EA evaluates mitigation, stipulation and other control measures. Refer to the public
Awareness Plan for details.

The cover letter lists distribution of document and notice of public comment period.

Montana Fish, Wildlife & parks contact person is:



Dave Todd
Montana Fish, Wildlife & parks
4600 Giant Springs Rd.
Great Falls, MT 59406
(406) 444_37s0

This EA evaluation is the adequate level of analysis based on the findings of the
Snowmobile Programmatic Environmental Impact statement.
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United States
Department ot
Agricutture

Forest
Service

(406) 387-s243

Hungry Horse Ranger Distrlct
PO Box 190340
Hungry Horse, MT 59919-0340

Ff LE CODE:270O

ROUTE TO: Mike Hotchkiss

SUBJECT: Trait Systems

* Date:September 24, 1996

Dear Mr. Hotchkiss,

Here is a brief summary to your questions and I hope that I have cleared up any uncertainty. your answers
to questions 9A, 134' 14, 15, 19H, and 20 are all correct and acceptable. The answers to questions 2oA,
208, and 238 are no. At the present time the Flathead National Forest does not have a formal noxious weed
and monitoring plan. we are currently preparing to initiate an environmental analysis that will give us a
formal plan for the control of noxious weeds. n puOtic awareness strategy will also be developeOis a part
of the plan.

When portions of the groomed trail system leave the developed road system and cross clear cuts to
connect with other roads they are considered developed lands. We do not have any historic roads to deal
with.

Should you have any further questions feel free to contact me or Bob Keibler here at the office.

Sincerely,

/ '/ '1

" lt ''-
Debbie Manley
District Ranger

FhrHeqo



ISSUE I ADMINISTRATION

1. The map we are using_.is I,n the process of beingupdated and printed for distribition in the-winterof 1996 / gt

CUT BANK SNO}TGOERS INC.
PEIS CHECKTIST AND AWARENESS PLAN 1 995

All activities occur on the Flathead NationalForest for the skyrand Road trails and the Lewisand clark National forest for ttre rwo Medieinetrails. The Boundary rine between the two is theContinental divide.
Please see the Attached letters. (marked l-2a)
Please see Documents. (marked 1-4)

AIR QUALITY

We are in the process of a small trail re-routenear the area marked "6a" on the map. The purposeof this small trail adjustment is io avoid-an-areawhere melt run off.is a probrem in maintaini"g i---groomed trail. This trail reroute connects to theoriginal trail past the bad spot(Please see attached r'tEpA / nn 495 check listmarked 2-GA also attachment A-1)

Air guality is of importance to all who useMontanas lands and no less so to the Cut Banksnowgoers. As the Manufactures are striding towardcleaner more efficient snowmobiles, riders arebecoming more aerare thru magazine irti.i..,
Montana Fish wildrife e paris informationaiprograms and the likes. The Club shall use ourmeetings, activities and news Ietter to furtherpromote the following topics.

A. Minimized idting
B. Minimize cold starts
C. Benefits of proper maintenanceD. New products and information as it is

_ proven and becomes available to us.
'le 

do have several advantages that herp minimizeour impact to the Skyland / rwo Mediciie area.I. Less total traffic than more developed area2. Cold starts are usually staggered oir", a widertime period due the longer travel distances toour trail heads.
3. snowmobiles returning to the trail heads usuallyreturn in a wide spread time period also4. Practically no urban pollutioi.

2a.

4.

ISSUE

6a/ 6b



CUT BANK SNOWGOERS INC.
PEIS CHECKLIST AND AWARENESS PLAN

TOPOGRAPHY, SOrts, HYDROLOGY

I 996

L2

ISSUE 3

9a thru 10

1 1/11a

ISSUE

13a

[{e have no known areas of insufficient snowcoveror surnmer wet meadows along the proposed trails.(Reference letters from Ranger oistiicts
marked A E A-1".)

several stream crossings are made and al I are doneon elisting structures ( Marked as )-( on map).rn the interest- of saf ety a temporaiy'crossirrg'i"
used near the skyrand eaiking tot. ittir keep! thesnowmobile traffic from using the edge of thehighway to access skyland roid. Thi; crossing isput up in December, removed in April and is a clearspan over the creek.

The FlftSnd /'iwo Medicine trails use previouslyestablished usFs main access roads, lo-g sa'le ,oldsand usFs trails. Alr of these lead to and crossthru clear cuts and other logged areas. Theterrain varies from groomed iiails, moderate tochallenging off trail riding. The trails aremonitored weekly by the groomer and other membersof the Cut Bank Snowgoers Grooming Committee. Ifconditions require changes to the normal operationof the.trait(s) such as insufficient snowcover dueto a mild winter, the committee and groomer willunder take action as required to preient damage tothe soils and vegetation. These ictions mighlincl ude signing r ?n al ternative rout,e or cl osure.The trail head signs, monthly club meetings,activities and news letter will be used t; provideinformation on these topics.
T{I LDL I FE

snowmobile impact to wirdlife on the skyland / TwoMedieine trails is very minimal. This i" due tothe moderately high elevations and commonly deepsnow pack. Ungulates in particular move towintering areas 1er l away from the "t""r being usedand groomed usualty befoie the first part ofDecember and return late in the sprini long afterthe April 1 end of grooming date.
There are no ungulate wintering areas along theskyland / Two Medicine trails. (Reference lettersfrom Ranger Districts marked A & A-I".)



14

15

CUT BANK SNOT^IGOERS INC.PEIS CHECKLIST AND AWARENESS PLAN

There are no Ungulate winter areas in gri zzly beardenning areas. (Reference letters trom-i"rrgu,Districts marked A & A-1". )

There are identified grizzly hibernation areas in
!h. vicinity of the S[yland / Two Medicine trails.(marked as 15 on the mlp)
There are no known balrl eagle nesting areas.(Reference letters from Ranger Districtsmarked A E A-1".)

fn. the three places the trails appear close to thehibernation areas, the steep terilin and heavytimber cover precludes trespass from the trail orclear cut area into the hibernation area.Beeause of the terrain, heavy vegetative cover and
F91"e some distance ouiside lte 6orrrairy of thehibernation area, idles zones are not proposed.

Ih"_ Grizzly Bear, West Slope
Harl equin Duck are shown a"wildlife for our region.

The Grizzly Bear has been and is currentlybeing addressed.

1996

Cutthroat Trout and
rare or endangered

L5a/bl c

l_sd.

a.

15e

15f

b. The West Slope Cutthroat Trout will notsuffer any effect as al I the streamcrossings are on existing structures.c. The Harlequin Duck will not be effectedas the skyland / Two r"redicine trails do notfollow or approach any ponds, lakes, riversor wet areas that might be used for-nestingareas. - The- Harlequin Duck also migratessouth for the winter.
Please see Natural Heritage Wildlife list(marked 4-I5d) '

Tl: grizzly bear avoidance plan has already been ineffect which created the closed to *oiorized use
3r"?: al0ng the continental divide. rte snowmobiletrails do not affect the crosed areas as exprainedin 15 a/b/c, Seasonal restrictions are ifr" start ofgrooming no earlier than Dee I each year and endgrooming no latter than April I each y".r. Alsonote The wildiife clearanle forms i^p"=" 

"orestrictions or mitigative measures.

As explained above in 15 a/b/c/d/e/t signing foridle zones ls not required.
16



CUT BANK SNOT^IGOERS INC.PEIS CHECKLIST AND AWARENESS PLAN

L7 The cut Bank snowgoers wirl use the club meetings,
?gtivities, news letter and traittreal-rigrr" todisseminate information about wirdlife etiquetteand lessen impact in wildtife / ,"o**oUiteencounters should they occur. programs from theMt. Fish Wildlife & parks and otheis 

"itf beincorporated as available.
PIease see attached Wildlife clearance forms.(marked 4-19)

VEGETATION

The Skyland / Two medicine trailsmostly on existing roads or trailsexceptions. Tle main exception istrail reroute addressed in # 2. 6a.

1 995

are located
with very few
the purposed

18.

ISSUE

L9a/b.

19c .

19d .

I9e/t/s.

r_ th

1ej

20.

Approximatel
roads which

y half of the trails use log accessare re-vegetated to some degreeinf I uenced
use.

by the amount of time since their last

Please see Trail re-route MEPA / NEPA (2_6A)

Please see Natural Heritage vegetation Iist(marked 5-19e) -

None of the Skyland / Two Medicross Alpine Tundra
(Reference letters from Ranger
marked A E A-1".)
There are no areas of insufficient snoercover orsurnmer wet meadows. (Reference letters from RangerDistricts marked A & A-I". )

Spotted knapweed is present in the parking areaswhich are l ocated immediatel y 
"a 

j"c^enl lo u. s.to vehicle use all year long.
presumed to exists along

which is also open to vehiclesthistle is found along the pike
# I33. There is no knownI * 133 of the pike creek rd.
from Ranger Districts

cine groomed trails

Districts

Highway 2 and open
Spotted Knapweed is
Skyland rd most ofyear long. Canada
creek rd and trail
knapweed along trai(neference letters
marked A & A-1".)



CUT BANK
PEIS CHECKLIST AND

SNOWGOERS INC.
AI.TARENESS PLAN I 995

2oa/b
A1l of the skyrand trair system and parking areaare rocated on the Fratheai Narional-i;;;;i ir, theHungry Forse Ranger district. The flatheaJNationar Forest does not have a noxious weed pran,monitoring plan or public aerareness plan at thistime' steps are being initi"i.a t" pi.p"i" sucrrplans.
The Lewis and clark Nationar Forest also does nothave a noxious weed pran, *""itoring pran or publicawareness plan but does have a foreit-wiJeEnvironmental rmpact statement io treat noxiousweeds. Al l known infestations in the pike creekand Two l'{edicine trai I (#r33) 

"i.." are beingchemically treated and "i" ,".oia"a.(Reference letters from n.ng"i-oi"tricts
marked A & A_1".)

2r' The cut.Bank snowgoers wirr work with both Rangerdistricts in the war on weeds as they a.., 
---'

appropriate.
(Reference letters from Ranger Districtsmarked A & A-1".)

ISSUE 5 SOCIOECONOMICS

22' The cut Bllk snowgoers hord a monthly outing fromDecember thru April of each y".i on either asaturday. oI sunday. All outings except the yearend steak fry are open to members, guest and othertrai I users. An ouling consist oi ; ";;r i--gro,rpof club members volunteering io pt.p.r. a mear tobe served from the crub cooiout sledr orr the trail,on a date and location of their choosing. ---rh"."
dates are set at the fal l kick off banqiet ;;; arechanged only if severe weather indicates the needto do so. The club pays for the main coursesupplies, hot coca ?rra coffee; other p"ili"ip"t"sare encouraged / welcome to bring pot luckside dishes or dessert items. rrri. has been a rongstanding tradition of the Snowgoers to promotesnowmobiling, the area and the club as ; i.*iivactivity. Many of good relationships 

"itrr-ror""tservice, Fish wildtife & parks personal and othersnowmobilers have been seared witt a "up-"r lott""and a bowl of stew at a club outing somewhere onthe trails in the past.
usually ole outing is coupled with a poker ride orfun run and a fun day has L""n nera in-the-recentpast with a day of non head to head and non-=f""arelated events are participated in by i""rg "ia oldalike.. rhe Fun dav- is rr.rlr ri rrera 6"'piiiui"property near snowslip to provide the b-est and



safest location for such doingscharged for a poker ride or thecover the cost of promotion andevent itself.

CUT BANK SNOWGOERS INC.PEIS CHECKLIST AND AWARENESS PLAN 1995

Any fees
fun day are just
supplies of the

rides and fun
no additional

ractor as provide in

step 2-6a
district
on the

to

22a.

22b.

22c.

I SSUE

23a.

23b

23c.

23d.

23e.
consul

The number of t-rail users generated by the aboveclub events is between fifly (50) and'eighty (gO).The event does not- really "]enerit";;-tfr.t manyusers as most of the participants wourd be on thetrail system anyway!

Please see Safety plan. (marked 6_22b)
As all of our club outings,poker
days are by volunteer, t[ere are
empl oyment requirements.
Our Groomer is a private contthe project agreement.

CULTURAL

will the skyland / Two Medicine trairs are notentirely on existing road or traits-nearly a1loccur on developed land as referenced in ietterf5om Hungry Horse Ranger District.The trail re-route addressed in # 2_6a is thereason f or a NO answer to this q,r.stion.Also no historic roads or trails are involved.(Reference letters from Ranger Districtsmarked A & A-f".)
None of the skyland / Two Medicine trails occur ona historic road of trail. '(Reference-letters 

fromRanger Districts marked A & A_1".)
See Trail re-route project addressed in 2_6a & 6b.
The alternatives to the trail re_route areaddressed in # 2-6a

The Lewis and Clark Rocky Mtn district wsillt
noted in MEpA/NEPA checklist intrail re-route. Neither Ranger
was necessary for a eonsultationother eurrent existing trails(Ref erence I etter-.r f roi Ranger

marked A & A-1".)

SHPO as
for the
felt it

Districts



CUT BANK SNOWGOERS INC.
PEIS CHECKLIST AND AT^IARENESS PLAN 1996

23t / glh

23i.

ISSUE 8

24A.

24b/ c.

24d.

ISSUE 9

25a/b.

1.

PENDING !
Action may not be required.
A Public Awareness wirl be developed if necessary.

SAFETY/PRIVATE PROPERTY

Please see sign plan (marked g-24a)

There are.no priy3te properties along the Skyl and /Two l'ledi cine t rai I s .

No signing and awareness strategy is needed as noprivate property exist.s along th; Skyland / TwoMedicine trai I s.

Wi I derness

There are couple of places where a groomed trailcome "NEAR" a wilderness boundary oi designated nonmotorized recreation area.rn the case of the wilderness boundary the groomedtrails lead into clear cut areas and are at reastone half mile from the boundaries. From the edgeof the clear cut the boundaries are guarded byA: steep terrain
B: heavy timber / vege|ative coverC: a combination of both A & B.As evident by the law enforcement reports(marked 8-29 ) the observed tracks "rrt.ii.rgwilderness areas have occurred more than two miresfrom the nearest groomed trail and would probablyoccur even without the groomed trails. Theconclusion can be drawn that the wildernessboundaries are adequatery protected by the terrainand vegetative cover trom lhe skyland trails whichpose no threat to the wilderness areas.rn the case of the non-motorized areas "NEAR" thegroomed trails, most of these trail sections areinto or thru clear cut areas and the boundaries areguarded by the combination of terrain and heavyvegetative cover. Again this is proven out by theBiologist report. (marked 4-18)

The Two Medicine trail head is also a cross countryski trail trail head. The two trails cross eachother only in a couple of places and has a shorfshared use access from the parking area. The skitrail is n9t groomed and skiers are occasionallyencountered on the groomed snowmobile trail. thishas not been a probiem but the area does need someadditional signing. The two trails exist in the

2.

25e/ f .



same area but are separated by some distance andtimber covered terrain in neally all ptaces.
letter-signing will be a goal ol the Lut Banksnowmobile club this winter and we wirr work withthe Rocky Mountain Front Ranqer District to help inrenewing trail markers on the ski trail ifreguested.

CUT BANK SNOT^ICOERS INC.
PEIS CHECKLIST AND AWARENESS PLAN

PIease see Sign plan (marked g-24)

The Skyland / Two Medieine trails
al I sensitive area boundaries andresidential areas.

I 995

are out side of
there are no

28

26.

27.

ISSUE 10

30 &30a.

91. of the principle awareness steps in regards tothe cross country ski trait will b; bettersigning. other programs and information can bepresented thru club meetings, news letters andtrail.head signs with concern to wilderness, nonmotorized areas and shared use area etiquette. wedo not have any residential areas to contend with.
Law enforcement reports from both usFs districtsattached. (marked B-29)

CHANGES IN AESTHETIC VALUES

The Cut Bank Snowgoers Litter Remediation strategyhas several prongs.
A. PACK-IT-IN PACK-IT-OUT
B. portable contained outhouse on trailC. Litter disposal'receptacle at outingsD. Adopt 3 Highway clean up participanls

along highway 2 near our larking area

29
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@ Untted States
Department of
Agrlculture

Forest
Servlce

Rocky Mountaln RD P.O. Box 340
Choteau, MT SgElZ2,
406 466-s341
FAJ( 406 466-237

Flle Code: 2gOO

Date: Oct. 10, 1996

Cut Bank Snowgoers
Aftention: Mike Hotchkiss
P.O. Box 301
Cut Bank, MT 594:22

I am writing in response to your letter requesting more information and clarification to complete yoursnowmobile grant program PEls. I will onty be aldggssino tne'fortions of your grant request that are onthe Rocky Mountain Ranger District of the Lewis & clark tt-ationi Forest. The Flathead National Foresit willhave to address the portion on their Forest. I will address each of the areas by the number you referencedin your letter.

#6a As you mentioned, a small portion of trail #133, the summit cutoff trait is scheduled toreconstructed' The reason for this reconstruction is not entirely tied to ino*roo1e use or thegrant request' This piece of trail is being reconstructed to correa an erosion problem thdexists on an approximately 1oo yard pie-ce of existing trait. your club is cooperating with usin constructing the new portion and we will be rehabilitating the old eroding portion.

#9a I agree 
ryith 

your response of no, stating that there are no areas of insufficient snow coveron any of the trails under your grant proposal. The traits covereo in tnislroposat also do notcross any summer wet meadows.

#13a

#14

#1s

#19h

#20

Neither of the two trajls 
i1.voyt grant proposal cross ungulate wintering areas (per RockyMountain Ranger District nl-es). 

-

The entire area of your grant proposal is grizzly bear habitat, but the two trails do not gothrough ungulate wintering areas.

There are no known-bald eagle nests in the area. As stated previousty, the entire area issuitable grizzly bear habitat, but neither of the groomed trairs in your grant proposal crosseither denning or spring grizzly bear habitat @6r nocry lrrorniain Ranger Distria files).

You are correct, neither of the two trairs cross arpine tundra.

spotted knapweed is located near the parking area at the summit and canada thistle is foundalong the Pike creek road and trail #ig3. There is no known knapweect along trail #133 orthe Pike creek road.

You asked for a copy of our noxious weed program. t am not sure what it is that you woutdlike' we have a Forest wide Environmental'lmiaa st"t"r"nilersy to treat noxious weedsacross the entire Forest. This Els addresses the site types and the types of treatment thatwill be used in what area. All of the infested areas within your grant proposal area are curenly

n- I

#zoa

Ltul,S t cll,lK



#20b

being treaed chemically. All of the known sites are also recorded on an atlas and a data baseat the Rocky Mountain Ranger Disirict. lf you would like copies of the aflas or the ElS, pteaselet either Brad McBratney or me know. "'-- --r'-- vr " 'v s'w vr rr re ErtJ'

we continually make ocular estimates of the known infested areas and update our dlas anddata base to accurately report the level of infestation across the District. w'e also addany newinfesations to the atlas and data base. some reports of new infestations come from privdeindividuals and some come our own employee" *rorrin! in tii"'"r". we encourage all usersof the area to report noxious weeds they find on the tiationar iorest.

There are no known conflicts with the two trails proposed under your grant request withhisoric roads or trails. Neither trail #1&3 or the pike creek road are designated an hlstoricroad or trail. However, trail #133 is old enough to be design"tlo 
"n 

historic trail.

since the Forest service i1 noj P.riPlsing new activities concerning these two sno,rrmobiletrails, we have not consulted tiritn snp6. ff consultation is needed, either the MornanaDepartment of Fish wildlife and Parks or your club would need to request consultation withSHPO.

Both of the trails under your grant proposal are several miles from existing wildemess areas.The groomed portion of the Pike creek road comes within approximately 1 m1e of an arearestricted from October 15 untilApril 15 to snowmobiles.

There are cross country ski trails that cross the Pike creek road. I agree that both thesnowmobile trail and the cross country skitrail should be marked to wam of the other usecrossing the trail' To my knowledge, there have not been conflicts between snowmobitersand cross country skiers.

To my knowledge, there have been no snowmobile trespasses on private land or witdemessas a resuh of state funded groomed trails on the Rocky Mountain Ranger District.

#23b

#23e

#25a

#25e

#29

I hope that this is the information that you needed to complete your snowmobile grant program pEls. lfYou need2dditional information feelfree to contact either Brad McBratney or me.

, A--s&rn
{/ .rennv DoMBRBvsKE U

District Ranger



Unlted States
Department of
Agrlculture

Forest
Servlce

(406) 387-s243

Lcly
Hungry Horse Banger Dtstrtct
PO Eox 190340
Hungry Horse, MT 59919_0340

Flle Code: 23SO

Date: Jan. 18,1996

Mr. Mike Hotchkiss
Grooming Chairman
Cut Bank Smowgoers lnc.
Box 301
CutBank, MT 59427

Dear Mr. Hotchkiss,

You asked me to review the National Environmental Policy Act documentation for the skyland snowmobileTrail system on trle Hungry Horse District, Flatheac l'Jaiional Forcst. Tiie Flathead Natibnat Forest l-andand Resources Management Plan directed us to'continue the Memorandum of Understanding with thestate of Montana to provide grooming and :"naintenance of snowmobite trails (FNF LRMP pg. [-16). At thetime the Flecord of Decision for the For".t plan was signeJ on 1/?Z/6,j, the Skyland Snowmobite Trailsystem was in existence and covered by a Memoranouh of ur..derstanding with the state of Montana.Furthermore, on1l1l87..a decision was signed implementing the Flaiheac National Forestrravelptan. TheTravel Plan recognized the roads and plaf areas utilize<J oyine skyland snowmobiteTrailsystem as beingopen to snowmobile use.

ln my opinion the documentation cited above is adeq:,rate to meet the Na.iionat Environmental polisy Actrequirements to allow-co.ntinued grooming and use of the existir:g trai.,; ar,d play areas that form theSkyland Snowmobile Trait System.

?rtt| /
LCHRfS

District Ranger
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Unlted States
Department of
Agriculture

Forest
Service

Rocky Mountain RD P.O. Box 340
Ghoteau, MT 59422
405 466-5341
FAX 406 466-2237

o,-
W

File Code: 2310

Date: March 25, 1996

Mike Hotchkiss
Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc.
P.O. Box 301
Cut Bank, MT 59422

I am writing in response to your request for our assistance in your application for a Categorical Exclusion
from detailed analysis under the Montana Snowmobile Grant Program. I will respond individually to items
two and five though seven of the Environmental Review Criteria, Montana Department of Fish, WitOtite anO
Parks, Snowmobile Grant Prograrn, as it pertains to the Rocky Mountain Ranger District. I can not address
items one, three or four, as they do not pertain to the Rocky Mountain Ranger District, nor can I respond
to your use of the Flathead National Forest.

2) "Snowmobile trail on federal lands is already incorporated in U.S, Forest Service or Bureau of Land
Management travel plan and Multi-party Agreement has been signed." The Lewis & Clark Nationalforest
completed an EnvironmentalAssessment, Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant lmpact in 1gg7
for the Forest Travel Plan. The use of snowmobiles on Forest roads, trails, and general Foresiareas in the
Badger/Two-Medicine area is in accordance with this analysis and subsequent travel plan.

A Multi-party agreement exists between the cut Bank Snowgoers, the Lerryis & Clark National Forest, the
Flathead National Forest and the Montana Departntent of Fish, Wildlife and parks. lt is an annualagreemeni
that rolls over every year unless one of the parties notifies the other parties by May 1sth that they wish to
terminate the agreement.

5) 'Project is on existing roadway or previously ungroomed, l>ut authorize,J by the land management
agency, snowmobile trail." The project that the Cut Bank Snorvgoers are applying for the Categoric'al
Exclusion on the Rocky Mountain Ranger District consists of existing roads and irails that have been
groomed in previous years under a grant for grooming trails frorn the Montana Department of Fish Wildlife
and Parks.

6) 'Development or improvements on federal lands have already satisfied NEPA.'The existing improve-
ments and developments covered under the above mentioned agreement have been covered under
appropriate NEPA analysis where such analysis has been necessary. Any significant future changes to the
Groomed Trail System, parking lots, or other improvements will be considered through an appropriate
NEPA analysis and decision document at that time.

7) Trail is not in a wilderness study area or designated non-nrotorized area." The area covered under the
current agreement is not currently a wilderness study area or clesignated non-motorized area. lf new
legislation should change the status of this area, the Forest Service would then determine if the existing
use was compatible with the management direction outlinecJ in that legislation.

l-'Ln
iuil

\.* 1L

L!-i)
to(Y.LL-ris s c/a'zK



iffffJls[:fd:"s:,1;H"":??ff"qj;',,,:H fi:,;:,.r".:,:':,,:"rl?il1:T_u:1o McBratnev, o"n",n,nnfXl;:';ffi.il#,*;""#]l',f*:"yii:*I1.*ry'J]]:il:'l}[::ff ?'"ff ?:?'li]l3lilll3
or myself.

area. lf I have not or you need acJditiional information, feel free to coniact eitneiar"o

DOMBROVSKE
ct Ranger
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A. lIlE CLU3 S&\Lt.:

1' Dc-vcJ'op ancl Jr|esenL to the DEPARTlllll{l' an,J FOREST SERVTCE for appr-ovalby Jr'rne 1J tr''uarly an operari'g pI.n srrot.,irrg g"ooring rouLes, scr:edules ,sign-ing and current club office::s.

2' lirecL at the trnilhead cerlain sillns cts sli,)rvn in the annuar operatingplan and storc tlrese signs in trre of.f. season. sj.grrs srrarl ueet, thes-oecifications shorv:r in FSIi T1.Og.tI (Chap. jZ.frlllsig -ilrlaUoot.

3. Erecl- &t st-roLegic points along tlre snowr:il i.;;i.1.u. tra.ils certain si.gnsstro''ring tr€lil locations turcl lengthi; and slral.l ,.:r<:cl- at t5e parking areasor t:railhead a sigrr r..rlrich staLc:s that; the pro.;.-.ct.is i.undcd by Statep;asr-rlitte ttrx refrurcls ancl snov*rr-:,1:il.e r.cJ,gisti.et.i...r <leca1 fees and Lists thecooperators. Sjgns atr,pr:oved b.v the Depenl:rneni.: v.,j..'il be purchesed by theDepartment and installerl by tl:r.: Club.

11 ' Pei'forrt s'-tch tra.il- nisinteneice and marking es uiay be necessary to keeptite tr:ails usal-rl.e. rnsl:ecLioir of the tralls icr" r".tiltty should be
i-rcrforiled peric'.lically by tire DtL)irnfii:1NT. See the USDi\ FSH No. 210!.18'j'r'aiMa.ndbool< for. grr:i.riclines .

5' Provide trc'-i'l 5i'ocn:lng once a wec',k, Dlore or- Ic:;s, depen6ing trpon lhesui'tsbility of snorv cotr<IiEions for s:r,.rv.,inc'b:i.ling: anci aveilability of fundsj-It thcir snorn'nrobiie tr0il grooning bu,Cgei;. l'he CLUB shall bill thes --- -o_'"D[P'4R1'[:ENT et tlie errr] of each g;-'oou:irr6 monLrr foi. r:r>s,us ofof grooning. Thecl-UB mir-v r'€qtresl- tur edvcnce of funds iy wrj.ting tl:e DEPAF.II4ENT aE least tvro(;l) vrer':l<.s grrior l:o neerl for fui:cls. 'l'lre totnl l:ill to i:tre DJpAIITMENT shallli'Jt- exceed tlre currtual gr:ant aruount, fo.r: any sr,.'r?.r s€€tSoit- Ihi: bj.llings shall:f-Lernize t+-Ll s,':1,srrses bil-1ed t o tlre DEPlr.llTl.!&\1' an-rcl :'.::clucle d,lcuuentation as1't'.rluired by the DtrpAliL?th\.f.

6. i'ler:t annuoily or nore ofEen trith the oL,'ier parties to -crris Agreement to" r--c-rofdirraLe acEirri.t.ies pursuant tr: this Agrceilen,;..

B. TIIE F0llDST .SiinViCE SItr\LL:

1' Allow Netional Foresi Sysleru lan<is as shos.,n on the Amual OperatingPlan Map to be rrsed as deslgrreted snowmobile rollLes.

2. Al.lor'' the CL,UB, upon review anrl eppi.ovtl l-..;1, the FORES.I SERVICE and t,heDEPARl'ltllNT of dct-8il.ed annttn.l- operating plans, r',r: inprove traiLs by machinegrcrci ing. c:ttt i;irrg bruslt anci ;laIl t irnbei-, nrinoc br.-;-clgl construction andot,her. inrpr.cverirenLs as may be rrecessary.

3. I'leet r.rnnrrnlJ.5, or.mor.e <lftcn with oLher l>ar:i;l-es to tbis Agreement forl-he purtrrt;se ol coolclinaL.ing r:.cLir,'ities under-Lt,Jcen pursuar:t to l-his
agi:eement.

t{. As J'unri.s per.nit furnish slgns
for insLallaLiorr by the CLUB that
plan.

of J.nf'ormeti.onal and directional nacure
are j.denl-J.L'-i.cd in the c.rnual operat,ing



,'l

'ft:r.t DltPAIi']1\1LN]' Stt,^.L1. :

1' lleiruburse Lhc cLLiB for Lhe cosLi; iL incur-s for groonrirrg tr-ai1s no! toexcectl Llre Btrtt''til1 arnouttt per sr(.'lr scason. cost.s sharl be based upon ratesr:s Lalrl ished t-llr'<.rtt11'lr r:egoLiaLioir ,..;:i tir I ocul (:c/!l Lrac t:ors Lry L5e Cl,uB. TheDill'AIil'IlIjN1'will havc no liab:'.1i,.)' j',.:L- chaL'gc-r' i' r:xcess of trtru;tnnual gral)E&lrlount lret' sno',t' .s(-itl'lon, unles.s, .,ii i.iri.n tlie so-l.e Ciscretio. of t-heDIt'AItrf'li]i'l'1" i i: :is clct.elrrti.ecl Llr;ll. r;ri{'l'i.r:ic:rrL ilddit.io.al fr.rnds; e.xi.sL in theSnowlriol'rile 'i'r-'a.i1 G|oonring Acc(rt::lt- If furr,ls al.e available in that account,g|llc'rttl:'-:lg cost-s t'ay bc reinrbur:;t',d ai''.er LIrc nraxirnunr charge of Liie apnualgt.'or)t anrotrn{. Iras lreerr :'-rrcurred i>y ti:c cl-ilit, pr:ovicJed, howet,er, tl:at sucSreirnbur.seincr.,L slri,rll be aL t-hc sr;1e <i.r.-scrr_:Lic-rn of t-he DDpAllT.tltENT.

2. Irltltr-i.Lor t,lre CLUB {'or corupl.i.,.rnc:t) r.rj Llr saiel_.y arrd per.for-rirance guidelines,pcr-'iodically nral<ing a cornpJ-j.alr:c l.c.g;crL tcl Lhe iroRrj.sT sgnvrcE-

l,) -

ll . MainLain ar:.:l enforce grri.clr:jjlrr:s r:f.groorr:..n1-g acr:or.c.ling to USDA FSH2309.].8 Tr.ail-s llanilbook ,.,.,1 up;_,..siri....aLe DIpAR'I.l,iiiti'i' grrjdelines.

5' Ail nrlttttirl. ()p(-lfatirri; plan r.;iIl be 1>t.cscnLeil !.r tile FoiiEST SERVICE bytt:e DUPAR'flvi[;l't'f for i.r-s i.:ppro'ii1. pii..:i-Lo Juiy ]. of eacii year.

6' S:'gns trill. be purchased llrr 1i.6, l)i:lPhll'l'MilNT i.'or installaE:'-on by the CLUBir:; oui-linecl .i.rr tiie anrrr:;r1 o5rcl.aLing p1_crn.

I.i. 1S I,:U.IUr\I-LY AOII]jED 1.'IIAT:

1' /rrry pr<-lpcseci rlr:veioi)ue:rL ol brbtermcnt projects wiil be jointly agreedt.cr by the COOPEIlA'i'On:j 1>r.._ior. to t.ii.ic :.-rr.i t-:,-ai ic*.
" 2' NoEhin6 herei.tr shirl.-l- be c,.rnstr-i:cci as c:bligat.ing tire FoREST sERVICE Loex[)en.i, c)r as :'.n,rclvinB tlre llirite<] Stat.es r..n irn;z oL,ligat-ion for t-uturepa;'rtcirt of nror:e5', in excc:;s ol apl.rropr-:i.i..L.tons aql-!rcrc.i.-ier1 by rar"r.

3' No contr'1l'uLi.ons hs1'*;i;1 pi.'oviriecl f'cr shail enLitle Lhe CLUB or t.heI)[t)AIi'i'Mni!T t'-r an5' slrare oi'.interest- in Lhe siiicl flaciliLies other than ther't 1;lrU t.o rrstt t.lrc s;iriue Lrrrrll.:r. .clre r.c:13u1.:.rF..ri.ons of t hc ITOREST SITRVICE. ALI
ir'rPfovL-lilctrLs sh;-t11 be a:rtl r'eurain tire i:i'oper.Ly oI' t!re Unite6 States.

4. Perrnission Lo l:er..for;n rn,rlr.k o:t Ntrt,j.cinal Forest Lands unCer. tire terms oft-lris /tgrecncnl; clc itoL irr any !ra.!'conve.r,r to Llrci CLLIII or tl.re DEpARTMDNT,
Llici:'<l['f'j<:.r'.ai.s, crt'BIl.v persor] or persc,:i:; worl<i.ng r.rit-h L]re trCREST SERVICEirl LI:r: I)et-'i'ortlliltlcc clf said wori<, emplo-r,ee stat:ils tlrat- wo1rl.d exLt:nd to them'clte l:errel:'.L.'; o{' t'hc F'DDI-IRAL iil\llrLOY[0S COi'{p[Iij.jAf].ON AC1', as :linended.

-) . 'i'ir<l sn<)r,.rrrolril-e trir j -l s rurcl f ac j._1 i Lies
pirbl..r'-c. 'I'lre CL.Uil irnrl tlre DEpARl.l,lENf' wi11
tt..;e oI' Llre Lrar'.1.s or. i-nrprovemef)l_s.

3. I{ec:t annua.lly or. ntore oftcn
far.' the purpose cli' coortl.illotirrrr
Agr-eenrerrl-.

vrit.i. Llill oi.lrer palt-ies to th:'.s Agreen:ent
acLj.v:'. 1:ies uuticr-Lnken pur..suant to this

wil-I be oper) to the gerreral
in nc wa5' control access to or



4

6 ' No nterirbc. o{', o. dereiiiiLL' Lo, co,,*.,rrs or iic:; i t.icrrL conrnri.ssi.or)er. shillrbe adrnitt'ed to atry sha.e 6. port of tlr.is Ag'eenrerrt, or- t.o a;ry bc'efj.t trratmay arise Llre.eft'orrr; but tlris J>r'ov.r'.s:'.o. r;l:.ir.l. *c.rt be co.str.ulcr co exr-end t'Lhis Atjrceruerlt ir n'ade r,,j.r.h u lo,po..irtir-,;rr r'r j.Ls gerrer.ar be'efj.t.
7' coOPIiRATOlls wilr cornp]-v vr-iLir ritre vr or.' $rc c.i.vj.t Rlg.trts AcL of 1!G4(P.L. BB-352) nryJ irr o..o..iu,.,.e vjth T,-i t1e VI oi. LlraL Ar:t, no pefson j.rr theultit'ed sLaLes r;lralr. _.^ Llre g,-.,r,.,,r of r.uce, r:<.rr.c,r., lrri.diccp, or nationalot'igi^' bc e'<cl-utlecl f..lr' ,rnrii.r:irati.65 i.n, t:e dr:lii.r-:il tlrc bencfits of . or beoLlrerwise subj.cLeri !o <ri.st:r'.iruirr.tiorr r:rrcrer an.\: pr.ogr-a'r or.. activi.t,y fortvhich the CoOi)ErrA'rr.)RS rec,:i.ue i;;;;; ;:;;;.;;i. o,rui,,t:i:,.ce iur<t vri.rritnnrediaLcl'y LcLke A'ly nrciisrJrcs t)ecessa|y Lo e['i,-:ctrritLr: Liris Agr-eeuenc.
B. 'i'iris Agr.eeitienU nray bc r.evisctl as rrecessai.y,parbies, by !ire i.ssulrncc oe a wriLl-en aiirr)ndnr.::nLpar'Lie.s.

9' The terru of ciris Agreer,ient- shall r..r: fiorn l-ire cl;-rt-es siglneci by tirerespective piu'L-i.es urtLir Jurre 1, 198il , arrc Lherearf'tr:r fronr 1..ear co yea..(June 1 or each vear r,rrrough r4ay l1 or "n.h';;;;;;i;*^;;.,,j u.less anypar.Ly notifies L,he cii:irer trvo partics ol. iLs j.nte:iL-i.o11 1ro Lernrinate LhisAgreement' in writiltg c-rn cr'bel'o|e the llLh t1ry of l,iay in i,he yeai. in whichexpiration of Lhis Ai;reement, is clesired.

rN wrrNESs litltjllDoir, Llte ira'l-ies he.et,o hs'e execuLe<l Lhis Agr.ee're'r: as ofl thelast, date written bel.ow.

o FLA'I}I[:AD I,IA1'IONAL I;ORES'I,

LEl^iIS & CLANK NA'I'IONAL r"'oRris'r'

b_r, nrut:r.rai conss.rnt of aI1
, 5,i.gnct.l ancl daLed by a1I

l'!0.ii'i'ANA DnPA.R'j'M[i.r't' OF ]-ISH, WILDLIFE
AND I'Alti.:S z_

DI
a,

CU'I.IJANK SI.IOI{COi.]RS CLUB

'r'I'I't.il

DA]'E

A

UY

lrrlE 1-'__:+:_:. 
-*_.___,/

onrr, - _F4r= ' ./{,5/rsl6',
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Snol.Jncbil.a p:oi ::ct J\qreement

Si{O:.jl,ta.'5 f L,E P;iO--: ECT p-cREEttEliT

Ti{IS PRcPoS-tiL rcct'.les:t.s i:it arli-G€:i.cirt be estab-..-i-shed bettreen the
l'{ontana D':pal't-ir.ren t <.t.i- F.i 

',; 
ri , ili ii i.i f e ano FarJis , a:i agency of theState cf I'ionLana, i:er..':.in.rfi:e: calfed r:frr:partnentr:t .:icr (c1ub name)

C u7 !_4!:l'_ 5...t" <t 4'iy;L :,.:-:____ _ herernafter calLed ',tne CtuU. "
WITNESS]lTFi:

F-ECi!'A:I,S

Morri:ana sr-atut.r:s eairnra:k a poi:tion cf Eascline taxes and
sli,:',iTnobj.l-e reg.i-st;atj-cn decal fees for sno:..Tr:obiIe facility
operat-'i-o!:, l'.ai:ltena:ice anC d.eveIoFn:-:iit fcr puirl-i-c use at no
coc;t to the pubJ-ic.

Suf f ic ient f uncis har-e acci:uerl in tire sir..r; r:robi le earmarked
revenue acccnni: to fr.i;r:.: l:his g::opo.;aI

The Par-ks Diviiion, j.ioi'tana Departnen'L of Fish, VIiIdIife and
Parl;s, i-s ::csp(:)lsibit: f ;r the adrnj-nistration of this program.

Thr: ParJts; Drvision desires 1-o seek i:lol:ns of frrnCing snounobile
fac.iLitj-es l,:*i-r:tena:rce projects, anrl to seek baseline
i :r f o :::la {: i .*'r f cr- s l c:trl:.1c.:J i- -,- a op a r-ati cr,s pro j ect s .

Tir,: Clui:. -i.:: Bn antit 7 .'i.i: th.: i:,w,edia'te vicinity of the trails
to b'.- r,aii-'ta.i.neC and is t.'i.esilous of seeincrt-raits rnain::ai-ned

,l"t s no',u-:r,cb j..l- =rs .

Boch pa;:lj-es !ie.i.-eL-.r lcs-i::e t': rna-i-,',tai;: ti:ai,r-s fcr snorvTobile
uS€ C,r-r i':;icl, slic..;:r o:'! a iriap sul)r'nii::teci .aS a suppletnent to thj.s
applj.ca.':;icir, Cc:.:;ig;r.:L.ed litt:ac.lrineiit trB;t, anil-

7. As c'lencnsLrater.l hr:i the. art',..ached rv;:i-.ten si:atene.nts, the
IanCor ;ie:* (s) cr ;:ri-ie:cteci ni:opert1, (ies) has/have granted
perni::sicn tc-i:he C..i r,rb i:c ca:-r'i'or-l1: the pr-opcsal on affected

.r)roDert\' .

NOi{, TFIER;::FORI, .i.n cclrsi,-rrera';-ion
terms irereina f l-c:r set f c''c'Lir . tlie

1 . ?i-rat Ar:'tachi.rent r: Li:' i s all
CCl..e1. eqi b,,. t\iS .i:1-Ci:OSa_'t..

of the prc:rises, condit j.ons, and
Cl-u.b pt:oposes:

acc::::ate clepi.ctioir of the areas

2. f i:i'...
. dut:.

Lhe Ltlurb i,'i,I perfc::u ijre l-cllolu'irrg a.ctivities and
,-q.

A. L',rL-i;.e ci:l-1a,:s
sl:Cr..,rr,i::')i i.,l ti-f,i.L

tel', :-c': 'i:l:e pul:pcse of rnaintaining
.':i:::i -:-ei :.,r Al:rach;r:ent- ?rn':. This

frra:t
.3 c',

I



l.laiitL:.::n.r:jc:t shLll b::
Cui-tt-;,.; t. :t= ;r(Jtlee..reil,r:

!-i.
'i;l',.'' !g;:.;,rinrent of its

:: l.* j:r:a.;.;r:;iable tinres
( rr:'ie::'irif'.,' ':. i'i.-i. 5er\re ha-'rl -i-c:,-s tiir sEat.e arirr j:ie Department-[rc,ir a]. I cl;rii,rs frc_ir i,r:;:rr.i..,n c)... ,i;-rnacrc::'-.;.;-t:; rJ,-rt oi. th* .a.^r..:".:.,io,-rn i-,:l.f orirl.l i:.iiing or

res;tiii-.ipr.1 a.greernent. \'-rl'r'i' ;-';:"-orlj1ec{ 'iinder any

D.

il.
f :,:i e::a I ,
;t sl:al_I

state and locaL
be tlre C1ub,s
the relevant

o

be
not
the
for
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Tire per:_od covered,
{curreg-_yggrl-. and

.1;]gl lgi.r_n g_ye a r.) ._ .

i:12 this agreenent wi 1l_
tu-i. ll ci'::titinue in effect

begin JuIy 1.
untit .:unj :0,

par:t to this agreelnent may(3C) ciays notic.:r by th;

:':r;:to;,j^t *t::1. st-ak-l:-e'*a;i!inE, wEqe Rare - secrion 1B-
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:: ll';:,.i ^].".l lo ]: i _1t1! ?*":li: o :i u :. i'og"' i"'i, J ili"a i:".;:enpIo1'ees cn r-.uch site oa ,ooak o.r."
5. Agrees that the Depart:rent :T:ay rrnilateralll, terrntnate anyconi-:ract resu-'l-ti-nE .from 

'ris 
p."p"=.i .,rpor, refusar by the crubt'o ' ar1o"r i'.ccess to recordi i,e"esrary to carry out the

; ; :i ; i ::' ; ; ::':' i r1 "i"^ la 
r v"s j- s : *-n-.lt-l o n 

-=. J t o,r fr, 
- 

1 " r ii r 
" 
-v,

l.grees ti:ai: veir':.i3'*iil b.,:-,: Leivis a.'d crar:k cor.lnty shourd airyJ.eEa1 aclj-cn a.rj_:;e j:ron thj.s i.-.roposal cr any contract issuecjj.n v;ho-'t-e or in i;,61i: theref::onn.

7 - J'-qrees tira'r: -i-i is nrie:.stcocj trrat a fairure to ccmply with anyqf i:he provisions i:-stccr. a-\ov: c,,--or resurt in a rejection orthis p:.:.oi:osal' anc|/6y Hre voiding oi any result-i.pg contract.
Nol^/, Ti'lEREFoitE, in consicjeration of the pro:rnises, c.nditions, ar:dcerns herei'after .set fcrt,ir, the parii.=-"gr"e as fo11or*s:

!his acjr:eenient :rray be revisecr as necessary, by nuti:aL consentof gr} parties by issua::ce oi a r.ir:-tten i:-,rer,dnent, signed and" dated i;y all pai:tres.

Tire rights ancl c.blrgations of anybe terrn-i_irate,.l upon - gi,,zing thir€.rpe::t1, .

The a gf e en,:tt t accept.s + 1-. .-.

I;; 
";;"",nu ni

Sno:*mobi le Proj ect

D-rj' :

D.r.t'e

r'/a
r i.onal. .Supervisor
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1.

Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc.
Trai I Re-route

MEPA/NEPA/HB495 CHECKLTST

PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

Proposed State Action
Re-route of trail around an erosion problem in theexisting trail and will rejoin existing trail. Most of new trailwill utilize natural open irea with a lhort section that willrequire removal of small trees apx L2 feet wide by 3oo feet long.The old section of trail will be water barred and closed

Authority for the proposed Action
District Ranger
Rocky Mtn. nanger District
tewis & Clark National Forrest

Project
Surunit Area Snowmobile Trail

2. Ageney

Type of
x

Name of
x

4. Name, Address and phone Number of project Sponsor(if other than the agency)
X tewis & C1ark Forest Service

Rocky l,lountain Ranger District
1102 N. Main Ave.
Choteau, Ut. Sg42Z

X Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc.
P.O. Box 30I
Cut Bank, Mt. 59427

If Abplicable:

Estimated Constructi on/Commeneement
Esti.mated Completion Date
Current Status of project Design (t

Location Affected by proposed ActionGlacier County, T3ON, RI3W, SEC(see attached map)

Project Size: Estimate
that are currently:
(a) Developed:

. residential.
industrial

6.

(b) open Space /
/ Recreation

Woodl ands
L/4

(c) Wet I ands/Riparian
Areas

2-6n

acres
acres

acres

0 acres

Date S 2780
Jan 97

complete) L00 t

(county, range and township)
28, sw L/ 4

the number of aeres that would be directly affected

( cl ) Fl oodpl ain .....0 acres



(e)

forest ry
rangel and
of her

tisting of any
or additional
(a) Permits:
Agenelr Name

X NONE

(b) Funcl.ing:
Agency Name

Lewis & Clark National
(c) other overlapping
Agency Name

X NONE

List of Agencies Consi-rl
A. projeet fits i

Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc
Trail Re-route

Produetive:
irrigated cropland
dry eropland 0

0
0
0
0

acres
acres
acres
acres
acres

Map/site plan: attach an original g r/2" x 1r,, or larger seetion of themost recent usGS 7.5'series topograplri. rn"p showing the location andboundaries of the area that wot ld be affectld by thi proposed action. Adifferent map scale may kre substitute,l j.f more appropriale or if requiredby agene]t rule. rf aviilable, a site plan should also be rtta"fret.
X See attached mar,

Narrative summarl' of the Proposed Action or pro ject incl trciing theBenefits and purpose of the proposed Action.
X See attached narratj.rre strmmary.

10 other Loeal, state or Federal agency that has overlappingjurisdiet-ion.

Permi t Date Fi I ed/#

Forrest Servi

or Additional
Type

Funding Amorrnt

s 2780.00ee

"]uri. sdi ctiona I Responsibi I ities :
of F.esponsi bi I i ty

11 ted During prepar-ation
n categorical Exelusion

of the EA:
Category

PHYSTCAL ENVIRONMENT

1. LAND RESOURCES

PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIET^I

action result in:
Be Mitigated

y Significant

will the proposed
IMPACT
Can Impact

Comment Index
Unknown
None
Mi nor
Potential I



Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc.
Trai I Re-route

fe) Produetive:
i rrigated cropl and
dry cropland. 0

0
0
0
0

acres
aeres
acres
acres
acres

forest ry
rangel and
of her

10. Listing of any
or additional

(a) permits:
Ageney Name

X NONE

( t') Fund ing :

Agency Name

List of Agencies
A. project

Map/site plan: attach an originar g r/2,, x 1r,, or rarger section of themost reeent uscs 7 '5' series topograpiri. ,n"p showing the location andboundaries of the area that would be affected by the proposed action. Adifferent map scale may tre substitute,l ,if ror. appropriate or if requiredby agenev rule. if ",r"irable, a ;ia;-piun shourd arso be attached.
X See attaehed mao

Narrative -summar!, of
Benefits and purpose

X See attached

t!" Proposed Aetiorr c)r project incltrcling theof the Proposed Action.

narrati.ve -summarv.

other Loeal, state or Federar agency that has overlappingjurisdiet-ion.

Permi t Date Fi I edl#

Lewis & Clark National
(c) Other Overlapping
Ageney Name

X NONE

Forrest Servi

or Additional
Type

Funding Amorrnt

s 2780.00ce

Prepa r a
cal Exel

.]urj. sdi ctiona I Responsibi I ities :of F.esponsibilitv

11 Consr-rl ted Durins
fits in categori

tron of the EA:
us i on Categorlr

PHYSTCAL ENVIRONMENT

I. LAND RESOURCES

PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

action result in:
Be Mj tigated

t^li11 t-he proposed
IMPAET
Can Impact

Comment Index
Unknown
None
Mi nor
Potential I y Signifieant



Cut Bank Snowgoer.s f ne.
Trai I Re-route

soi I in.stabi 1i ty or changes in geor ogic substructure?
X NONE

b. Disrugtion, dispJaeement, erosion,over-eover:ing of sni I which woulcl

X

D-estruction, covering or mo,Cification ofphysical features?

compaction, moisture lossr oFreduce produetivity or ferIilitv?

c.

Changes in si l tation, cl-epc,sition or.- erosionthe ehannel of a river oi stream or the bed

X NONE

Exposr-ire of peop!.e or
fai I ure, other natural

any unique geologic or

patterns that may modifl,
or shore of a lake?

Iandslides, ground

x NONE

d.

e.

X NONE

Narrative Descrigti_on an,l Evaluation ofLand Resourees (Attach additionaf p"S"=

A. proposal to remedy a soil
where erosion is occuring

PFYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

2. AIR

NONE

Other

Wi 1 t the propose,J act- j on
IMPACT
Can Inpact Be Mi t-

Comment Index
Unknown
None
Minor
potential ly Signi

pr-olert-v to ea-rt_hqr_rakes,
hazarrl?

r,.su1t in:

igatecl

the Cumulative and Seeondary Effectsof narrative if needed):

erosion probl em. The exj.sting trai Iwill be water barred & closed.

on

f i cant

Emission of air pollutants or deterioration of ambient air quality?(also see 13 (")j

X NONE

Creation of ob jectionabl e oclors?

X NONE

b.



Cut Bank Snowgoers fnc.
Tra i I Re- rout e

e' Alteration of air movement, moisture, ot temperature patterns or anychan''le i' cLimate, erthe,, io""irt-"t'regionarly?
X NONE

d-. Adverse ef f ec't-s_ ?n vegetation, incl trdi.ng crops, due to inereasecremissions of pollutants?

X NONE

e' For P-R/D-J projeets, will the project result in any discharge whichwill eonflict with federar or state air quality regs?(AIso see )a)

X NONE

f. other

X NONE

Nai-rati ve Deseri.ption an,cr Evalnat-ion of rhe cumur.ative and seeondary Ef f ects onAir Resourees (Attach adrlitionai n"n"= of narrative if needed):
X

PHYSICAT ENVIRONMENT

3. WATER

_ Wil:l the proposed acf.i6n result in:
IMPACT
Can Tmpaef- Fe l4itigated

Comment Index
Unknown
None
Minor
Potentially
Signi ficant

a ' Drschat ge i-nto -<urf aee water or any al teration of surf aee waterquality including but not limited io temperature, dissolvedoxygen o!: f rrrhi di t v?

X NONE - A.

h' changes in 'lrai-nage patterns or: the rate and amount of surf acerunoff?
X NONE - E.

e' AI teratron of the cor-lrse or rnagnitucle of f lood water or other f lows?
X NONE

'l ' changes i n the amottnt of sltrf a..e water in any water body or ereationof a. new water body?

X IVONE



Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc.
Trai ! ne- r:orrte

people or property to water r:elated hazards such as

x NONE

t . rihanges in the qr,ra li t-y of gror.rnrlwater?

X NONE

2 . Ch.anges in the quant i ty of grc,untlwat er?

X NONE

Increase in ri_ek of conf_aminaf_ion c,f surfaee or groundwater?
X NONE

Exposure of
floocJlng?

h.

j.

Effeets on any existrng water

X NONE

Effects on othcr water
surfa-ee or groundwater

X NONE

Effects on other users
groundwater guantity?

right or reservat i on?

users as a result of any alteration inquality?

as a resuJ.t of any alteration in surf aee or

NONE

I Fcrr P-R/D-J, wi
(Also see 3c)

NONE

For P-R/D-J, wi I I
any diseharge that,
regul ations? (Al so

X IVONE

n. Other:

x NONE

Narra.tive Description and Evaluation ofWater Resources (Attach additional pages

f-he pro ject af f ect a desJ gnated f I oodpl ain?

the project resul t inwiIl affec.t fe,-1eral or state water qualitysee 3a)

1l

X

m.

The goal is to improve a.n

Improve drainaqe on closerl

the Cumulative
of narrative

et-osi on pr:obl

t r:ai 1

and Seeondary Ef f ect-e
if needed):

em.

on

A:

B:

fHvsrcAL EN\iTRoNMFNT

4. VEGETATION

wi I 1 the proposed aetion resrrL t in:
IMPAC?
Can Irn3raet Be Mitigate<l



Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc
Trai I Re- rout_e

Comment Index
Unknown
None
14i no r
Potential ly Si.gnif ieant

cha-nges in the di r-r6;si-ty, pr-n,rueti rri ty or abrrndance(including trees, shr:ubs, gr"=r/ crorls, and aguatic
X NONE

Alteraf-ion of a plant communitv?

X NONE

Adrr6r5g ef f ects on any rrni q'e , rare, thr:eatenecJ, oFspeci es ?

b.

of plant speeies
plants)?

endangeredc.

x

d. Reclrretion

X

g. of-her-:

T NOI{E

Comment Index
Unknown
None
Mi no t'
potential

a. I-lef,erioraticrn

Si gni f j. cant

critical fish or wildlif,- hahi.r-at?

X

NONE

in acreage or prodrrcf,rrrity of any agrieulturar rand?
NONE

NONE

e. Establ ishment or spread of noxi ous wt:erls?

x NONE

f' For P-R/D-J, will the project affect wetlands, oF prime and uniguef arml a.nd?

Nar:ratrrre f)es'-'r:i-ption an,J Erralr-ration of th* clilr.rrila.t-rve and secondary Effectstand Rescrurees (attach arlditional gages of rrBr.-13tive if neecled):
Trees and shr:rtbs wi l l be remorrcr.l _i n t.ai I ttoltridor:.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

5. FISH/WIr,Dr.IFE

I^li t I the proposed aetion resr,rl t in:
IMPACT
Can f mpact- Be t4i tiqated

1y

of

X NONE



b. Changes in
speci es?

Cut Bank Snowgoers Jnc.
T r:a i I Re- rout e

the diver.si.ty or abundance of game animals or bird

B-n1; rini.qr.re t r?!-?, i:hreatened, of endangered

NONE

Changes in the di_ver-sj

X NONE

ty or at'undan,:e of nongame specj.es?

d. Introduction of new species into an area?

X NONE

e' creat':'on of a barrrer to the migratlon or movement of animals?

9.

X NONE

f . Adrrer.:o effects
speci es?

2(^ NONE

x NONE

h. For p-R,/D-.1, wi I I the pro-rect
speeies are present, and willthei r- hab'j.tet-? (A1so see 5f )

X YES. A:

For P-R/D*
present I y
(Also see

fncrease in condrtrons that sl*res.s wi I,Clife pop,_.r lations or limit_abundanee (ineludi-ng harassment , legal or illegal harvest or otherhtiman a.ei i- r.ri- t v ) ?

be performed in any area in which T&E
the pr:oject affect any T&E species or

,7, wj 1I the prnject intrn,-lrree o?:or historically occurring in the
sd)

NONE

export any species not
receiving location?

x

Other:

X NONE
Narrati ve l)escr::.pti r,ir and Erralr-rat
La.nd Resourees (Attach adcf j tional

A: T&E speeie pre-sent is
hahitat. project wi I I
conduet T&E.

i or.. of the r-rjmrrl ative anrj Secondarlr Ef f eets onpages of nat:ratirre i f needed) :

Gr-izzly Beat'. The area is in grizzly bearhve no effect. Biologist and district will

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

-. NOISE/EI,EETRICAI, EFFECTS

Wi l l the pr:oposed aetion resul t
TMPACT
Can Impact Be Mitigated



Ctrt Bank Snorvgoers Ine.
Trai 1 Re-route

Comment Tndey
Unknown
None
Mi nor
potentrally Si gni f i. eanf

Inereases in existing noise levels?

NOTIE

]r. Er-5rostr.re of pe'rpJ e t o ser\/e er D1l:l_sance noise lerrels?

x NONE

Creation of electrost_atrc or eleetromagnetre effects that eould bedetriment-al to human health or properti?
X NOT{E

rnt-11f e'.'en-e r,ri t-h r-adi o o!: to'r evisi on r:eeegtion and operation?

X NONE

of her::

x NONE

at:15'; :::"::::' iIl i ::n
and Eval uat i nn of
additional pages

the Curnr.rl a tive and Seeondary Ef f ects
rrf narrative if needed):

on

HLIMAN EN\IIP6PYPtt
.] , LAND TISE

w'itl th- pr:ogosed
IMPACT
Carr Impact

Comment Index
t-tn lr n 61qyy

None
Mi noi-

aeti,on resuLt i-n:

Be Mi t igat ed

Pntentiallv

AIterat-:ion of crr
of the exi-st ing I

Signi f i cant

tnterferenee wi th the
and use of an area?

product-{-vity or profitability

NOI.IE

Confl.icter{ roith a desrgnaf-erl natural area or area of unusualscienti fic or ed.ueational importance?

x NONE

con'f l i et- vr.i t-h any existrng land use whose presence would constrainor potentially prohibit the proposed action?

!,r .

X NONE



Nai:raf i-ve Description anrl Erraltration of tho frrrnul ative
Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if

X

HUMAN ENl'IRONMENT

Adverse

X

Other:
-a-

RI SK/HEAI,TH HAZARDS

Wilt the proposed
IMPACT
Can Impact

Commcnt- Index
Unknown
Non_e
M:. nor
potentral.L

Cut Bank -Snowgoers Ine.
Tr:ai'l Re.-ror.rte

effects on or reloeatron of residences?

NOiVE

NOI\'E

and -secondary Ef f eets
needed):

on

aet i on resul. t

Be Mitigated

l_n:

a.

v Si on'i fi,-atrf

Risk of an explosion or re.'l.ea.se of hazardous substances (including,hrrt not I riri'i f e,-J tr, nil , pest_i_cj.des, cl.remj_eal.s, oF radiation) in tieevent of an ac:cident or other forms of di_sruption?

X NONE

Af f ect a.n exi sting emer:gency res,r,,tnse or emergeney evacuat j on pl anor create a need for a nen plan?

X NONE

creation of any hr:man health h.azard or: potential hazard?

X NONE

For P-R,/D-J, wj- 1l any chemical toxieants be used? (also see ga)

X NONE

Other:
X NONE

b.

Narrat:-rre Deserr
Land Resources (

:ion and Evaluatron of the Ctrmul
tach additronal pages c'f nar:rat

and Secondary Effects on
needed):

at i rre
ive if

pt
fIL

X



HLlYary ENVIF.ONMENT

- 9. COMJ'IUNITY IMPACT

v wi I I the proposed
]MPACT
Can Impaet

Corrrm'-nt Index
Unknown
IVone
Mi nor

Narrat j rre Deseription
Land Resourees (Attach

Potent-iai iy Sigrri.f :ca.i-rt

a. Alt.eration of the l oeat:'on, distribution, clensit-:r, or growth rate ofthe human populatron of at-t art a?

NONE

b Al tei'ati on of the soeial stru,:.tr:r-e of a community?

X NONE

c. Alt'eratton of the level nr drstrrhuti-on of employment or communityor personal income?

X IVONE

d. Changes in industrial or commercial aetivity?
X NONE

Cut Bank Snowgoers Tnc
Tra r.'l R':- r out e

action result in:

Be Mi-trgat,-d

arr.-I Evalrrati-r:n of i:: 1-r,e cr:rrrr lat-rve and secondary Ef f ects on
adclitional pages c-f narraf_ive jf neecled):

e. inereased traffrc hazards or effect": orr exis.trng transportation
facilities or patterns of morrement of people..ta goods?

X IVOIVE

f. Other:
x !!i rrtl

!{I-lt"lAl.{ EN1/ I FONMENT

IO. PL'BLIE SERVICES/TAXES/UTILITIES

wi I ! the proposed action re-<ul t j.n:
IMPACT
Can fmpact Fe Mjtjgate,l

Comment Index
[Inknown
None
Mi nor
Potcnti " l. ! y Si gnif i c.a'.r



Cut Fank Snowgoer: s fnc.
TratI F.:-r'r)ute

I^IiLI t-tie lroptisrql actj.on har.,e an effect r.rl^n or result 1n a need fornew or al tered governmental ser-vi ces in any of t-he f oI lowing areas:frre.ot po1ir-:e protet-ti6n,5i4:[c,,-,1s, rtarks./t*cr*"tional facilltres,roads or other public maintenan,::e, watersupply, seerer or septicsyst-ems, sol id wast,e disgosal , health, or other governmental
serrri ees? I f dDy, speer f 1r:

lY (_rlY r,

b. wi I I the pr:oposccl act i- on harre an ef f ect upon the I oeal or state taxbase and revenues?

NONE

Will the !,roposed actLoD resril.
substantial al teration_s of any
gower.. natural 9ds, other f r_rel
eommunications?

t rn a need for new facilities or
of the fol lowing utilities: electric
..-,upply or d-istribution systems, or

NONE

d - wi I I the -oroposecl act r on r:esril. t in increasecl usecl. of any energy
source?

x

Define

wjll Lhe pro.oosed
IMPACT
Can Impa.et

Comment Index
Unk,nown
None
Mi-nor
Potent-ial l

NONE

projectecl revenue sources

NONEX

Define projected maintenance eosts

X

g . Other:

Narrative Description and Erraluatioir of th+ cumul ative and secondary Ef f ects onLand Resourees (Attaeh addir-ional pages of narrative if neecled):

A Tr:ai I nraintance wi 11 be 66i1,;f.,-1 r;:lgd on r-eror-ite apx S3O0 / yr .
Al*co miirol,- lraintanco ,.ii I I .-.,--..-lrr as needed during the winter
i.s' cJ,rt'-' 1'v i1-r* Crrl Ranl. Fnl-,rd1'ti-,Fi's, r..111r.:! qi' tirt t i:'ai- I grooming
f, l- r} (-I l- .? ni

HUMF.N FNVIRONMENT

11 . AESTHETIeS/RECREATION

n

action rers,il. t

Be Miti.gatet'l

y Significant

r !! ,



Cut Bank Sn<-rwgoers Ine.
Trai. L F.e- route

a, Alteratron of anv .seeni-c rrista or creation of an aestheticallyoffensive site or effect that is open to public view?

}: NONE

il . Alterati-on of the aesther-ic character: of a communitv or
nei ghborhood?

i: NOI'IE

e. Alteration of the quaJit1, or quantrty of reereational or tourismopportunities and settrngs? (Attaeh Tourism Report)

X IVONE

.l . Fot' P-R/D-J, wi 1l an1' des:.gna|-ecl (--rr proposerl wild or scenic rivers,trails or wilderness areas be impacted? (Aiso see l.la, tle)
x lioif E

e. Of_her i

X NOIVF

Narrat-i,rre Descr:.ptron and Erraluat--,_on nf r.he Cunrr-iLaf_i.ve an.i Seeon,lary Effects ontand Resourees (attach a,lditr^na1 pages of narratrr,re if neerled):

X

JIUMAN ENVIRONMENT

--12 . CI]I,TI-IRAL/Hr STORICAL F-ESO[.]F.CFS

Wi I I the proposed aetion resuL f 1n:
TMPA'T

" Can Impact- Be Mrt:-gate,J

eonl.nen f I nde:<
Unknown
Nnn e
Mi nor
Pr_rt,snti al j y Si gni ficalt

a. Desty114l'ir,n,rn'alt-eration of any site, strLletur:e or object of
I.! ehi <fq,r, i.-. l,-i.,fr'!-i (:. nl- pel et:iif.ol,tgica1 importanee?

X NOI\IE

h. Fhyti cal ct,a.,!* fh.t rvor.r'l d affe,:'f_ uuique eultural values?

X NOIVE

'i' Effer--ts on .'ri.st:'ng religiorrs r)?- sacr:ecl Llses of a site or area?

X NONE

''l . Fr-'L- rr-F.,/D-.1 , r'i. ll tlre pr-r,i4st affect hist-oric oi.'cultural resources?Attaeh F'IrFs lettep ef 'llearan.:c. (also see J-2.a)

"t,ffiffifuU ut4 _.Taeee//a<f - '



Other:

A lvr_rl\E

affat i rre DeSeri nt -i on Erlrj p,,; I r_i.at i
Land R-esourees (Attach addi f i onal

ll

HLIMAN ENVIRONMENT

l- 3 . SIIMYTARY EVALUAT]OI,I OF

Cut Bank Snowgoers Inc
Tra i. I Re - roLlt e

rln of the
pages of

Cumul at i rre and. Seeondary Ef f eet s on
na!:rative if needed):

will the proposed
TMPACT
Can Imgaet

Cornment Inde.'r

Unknown
None
Mi nor

SIGNIFICANCE

action, considered

Be l'li t r ga t. ed

as a whole:

imrted, hut cumrrlatively
may result in impacts on two o!'
a signifieant effect when

Fat ent i a 1 1. y Sr gni f :. i:aat

Have impacts that ar:e indirrjdr.rally I
con-<idera.bl e? ( n :rro,i r:ct- oi f)rrlrrrarrr
rnore segarate l-esourees which 'rr-eat_econs j dereri together- or i n tota'i . )

a,

t,.

X NONE

Invo] ve p,*-,t.nti a. 1 risks or pr-l.r.rr''1s6
extreme!. y hazardous i. f they were t

x NONE

effects which are uneertain but
o oecur?

antirre r-egui rements of any I ocal
standard or formal plan?

Potentiai 1y conf
state, or federa

t i et wi t.h the <r.rbs t
I law, regulat-ion,

IY (JIY T,

Fs t- a.hl i s:h a pr,-eeeden t ol:
signi ficant envi. ronmental

I i ke -1. i- h,r,rd t ha t
i mpaets wi l l be

fut-ure aetrons with
proposed?

f.

NONE

Genera.te sub*<tantial debate or controversy aborrt the nature of the
impacts that would be created?

]l NONE

For P-R/D-J, is the pro3ect expected to have organized opposition or
generate substantial public eontroversy? (also see l3e)

.1| lt ,_,1! ::

For p-F/l-.1, ji::t a,r-v fec]ei:-i oi: :itat_e permi.ts ,:equrred.

X NONE

cJ,



I'Iarrati ve Descripti. on
Land Resources (Attaeh

Cttt Bank Snowgcrer..: Inc.
Trai I Re- r-oute

and Evaluation of thr curnirlative and seec,ndary Effectsadditional pages o! narrative if needed):
on

Descriqt:-cn an.l alalvFt:l
(ineluding the no action
whenever alternatitres are
consider and a discussion
irnpL ernerrt-ed:

of reasonabl.e alternati-rres
alternative) to the proposed action

reasonalrl y arrai I abl e an.l prudent to
of !ror,r t,he alternatives rror_rld be

No F.cf- r on : T!:is aJ. terrraf. j r.rs tronlci Learre
and do nothing to resoLve an

the Lrai I in tts
ero.sion probl em.

err '': rent s t at e

fmprove p'r:esent trai I: Thrs al terrrative c,:uLd correct
but only with the Lise of dirt
a l t. e rna t'i rre wou L cJ requi re t he
sor I s and vegetation as wel I

the erosion problem
moving equipment. This
mo-'rt disruption to

as be the most costlv.

Pro ject as proposeLl:

Ottr pref rrrerl al tei:nat 1\r...
relief to the erosion while
anc'l lreEer-ation.

?his a i lerrratrve
causingr the least

wil I provide
di s t urbance

the best
to the soi I

2 ' Evaluation ?ttd listing of rnj.trgation, stipulatron, er other eontrolmeasures enf orceable L'v the a.gencrr or .noth.r government ageney:

X NONE

Ba*'ed c)n the signif j.cance cri-ierj a erralrratecl t-n this EA, is an EISt:equired? rf an Ers is not regur r-e,:l, explain why the EA is theapprnpt'i ate I evel of anal l,.sis i,_-.,r. thi s proposeti. action:
X- Ca t egol i ca ) E:sc 1 Lr-s 1on

4, Descrj.hr: the ]e,lej r,f r:.irk,.t_i.- inr.,,:,.l.verrrorrt Far th.i s pr-f, leet jf an_v
1..t{, glveI) t!re compl exi-+-1, ancl- rhe seric,Lrsness c.,f the enrrironmentali s.F-iti.:ii :rS.Ji,')C l-at.:d rv: tl., th* fri-.r1rir-1i:t:r.l aCti On, iS t tro I eVel Of nffhl iCinvolvemenf_ appr:oor.-iat e r_rnder ln",:,1 l-,:r-lmstances?

y I-,isfecl .in the sLrntmer & t';ll Lewis & CLark qr_larterly report
5. Drrr-ation of eomment perrod i f anv:

,

6' Name, ti tle, addr.ess anrl phone numl;r.r trf the person(s) Responsiblefor Preparing the EA:

Patty Johnstc'n
Lewis & CIark Forest Service
Rocky !'{tn. Di-stric
l-102 N Main Ave
Chot eau , Mi. . 5q42 ?
406-466-5341

Mike Lrotchkiss
Cut Bank Snowgoers
P.O. Fox 301
cut Bank, Mt. 59427
406-473-4513



Cr-rt Bank Snowgoers f nc.
Tr-a.: L Re--rc'ut e

PART III.

^ NAF.F.ATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMEI,IT

-his 
pro ject is integral ly rntertwined with the skyland / rwo Medicinesnowmobil.e trrals as wel l as other i::r€r g{-oup:r. The purFose of thrs proposedgroject is to avoi.d and elimrnate erosioi on a p"t-lion oi th. existing trail.The eooperation between the cut BanI.- snougoers snowmobile club, the Lewis &Cl ark National Forest Service F.ock!, Mor-lntain Ranger Distriet and Montana Fishwi ldl if e E Par-ks Dept is a- tr-ernencli,tis exampL e of I ocal ageneies anc] nonprof i torgrani zations working together to p,:oduee . frrgh gual ity reereationalexperl'enee that would be hal'd f or- -"ny one orgiarri r"tion to suecessf ul lycompl ete.

Manlr people t-lse the trai'! s l-n the laL-iurral forest of nort-trernimpro';ements to the trails are alway^s ,,rel.ccrme, espFeial ly whenand the enrri-ronment benef :i r..

Monta.r.ra and any
both. the users



Jate

Cr-tt Fank Snow,r.,:r'.lrs f nc.
T.a-i. ! F:+-i-11i;f.e

PRO.TECT oUALIFICATIOTV CHECKLIST
F A Jf Y'I

Per-eon Fevin wi_ng

Projeet Locatrer.-r: I.ewf.s f, CJ.ar:k lfrr-irinal Fr_,i.:st .Ser:vi_c,-,
Rocky Mountain Fr-ont, naa!: !"larias pass /T 30 N.. R 13 w- strc ?3, sw i /4
TRArL s l3z, west of ttre south Fork Two Medicine river.

DESCRTPTTON oF PRoPosED I^roF'K: Rernr:val of small trees to create a trailapproximately 12 feet wide by 3oo feet lorrg. oId section of traiI wiII bewater barred and cl osed to prerrent f ur-'ther errosi.on.

The following eheeklist is intended to beproposed development or improvement _i.s of495 rul es . ( pl ease check al I thar- appl y

Iv] A New roar,!r+a1, r'!' t i:ai I b'-ii I t {r\-/(+!- urrcli=-rf;i-1yf,6d I and?
Comments: Only a \./'_ar-!' shor- t section of trai

cl. ea l Lng - Most, of rl€.!r, trai 1 wr I I
natrrralll' oeeurrjng open areas.

a guide for determining whether a
enough significance to fall under HB
and comrnent as necessary. )

I wi I I requi re any
make r.l.se of

1n

1F.

llc

t I H.

r.l

]F ANY OF
SHOULD BE

]f 
er:enee

ee: Park

Neq bri_{. i c! i i:1r
encmnf l ?

r ,:,n:-:t{ri,. l'-i1-11i (i.'rilri:r:g_s < 100 sf ancl rratrlt latrines

ra'-i

-1

l-1

c.

D.

!,.

Any e:{cavat j on '_rf 20 t.

N.rw parki nlr I of s br-rr 1 t
L ot- * ha L in,::r Fa!:est IJai.

Any new shorei ine al teratron that exceeds
"handi eaooeri f i :h.i ng s f, a t- -i otr ?

An_t j.,r-C-r--ease .-ili tle,-r-ease in i:a.ms.:tit.:S
number of carnr)si tes?

Proposed pro ject srgni f : carrt 1ypattern/' incl r-rding ef f eerts of a

-y. ol. g.eater?

over undislurberj land or exgansion of existinol:jiij ,,'apa"-rit.v k'y ?5% o,: tnore?

Any new const rrrci: i-on into 1ai:es, reser.voi rs, or streams?
-Any ne!.r !-oititi:r-r,,..t io,rr l_n art ar:ea- v,i-th National Registt:y qtrali_tyculttrral artifacts (as determined hy state Historical preservationoffice)?

Any new aborre gr:ound trtil ity liles?

a douL'le wide boat ramp or

c-rf 258 o.ri more of an existi.nq

changes the e:<i-e t i ng f eatures or use
series of individual projeets.

r1

THE ABOVE ARE CiiECKED, I{B 495 F.ULES APPLY TO THIS PROPOSED T.IORK ANDDoCUMENTED oN THE MEPA/HP495 CHECKLIST. Ref er: to Ir{EpA/He495 crossSrtrnmary foi- fr_ir-ther assj.st-ance.

Managers , F.egi on

Projeet Fr ! e





October 8, 1996 
1

I,IONIANA IiIAIURAL HERITAGE PRoGRA!,I
Species of Specia[ Concern: ptl?&g:ffi$ Snornrobite Traits

Ref- Nare/cmn ilare G Rank S Rank USESA uSFS Tornship-Ranoe-sec. countv(iesra- ) uRsus ARcros HoRRIBILts
\_,, GRIZZLY BEAR

02?

G4T3 s1 s2

s2s3

THREATENEO

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSI T IVE

028N013i,t 06

F I athead;
Gtacier;
Pondera;
Teton;
Leris and
Ctark;
Ponel I

F tathead

F I athead

Pondera

Pondera

Pondera

Pondera

Pondera

Pondera

Pondera

F Iathead

F Iathead

F I athead

F I athead

F I athead

F t athead

F t athead

Gtacier

Glacier

Gtacier

Gtacier

Gtacier,'
F Iathead

41s

-ool

-o#l

€06-

€06-

ER I OPHORUII VI R ID I CARI IIATUI.I
GREEN -KEELED COTTOIISEDGE

ALLIUI.I FIBRILLUM
FRINGED ONION

HISTRIONICUS HISTRIONICUS
HARLEOUTN DUCK

ONCORHYNCHUS CLARKI LEIIISI
I.'ESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT

SAUSSUREA DEiISA
DT'ARF SAIJ-I'ORT

POTENT I LLA OUI NAUEFOL IA
FIVE.LEAF CIilAUEFOIL

POLYGONUI.I DOUGLASII SSP AUSTTNAE
AUSTIIiIIS KNOTWEED

ERIOPHORUI.I VI R ID ICARI NATUI{
GREEII. KEELED COTTONSEDGE

ALLIUI.I FIBRILLU}I
FRINGED ONION

ONCORHYNCHUS CLARKI LET'ISI
T'ESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROTJT

G4 s2

s2B, sztl

s3

s2

s1

s2s3

s2s3

s2

s3

s2

s2

s2

s2s3

s2

s2

s2B, szN

s1

s2

s1

s2

028N013r,J

---€29il011rJ
--{29}r012rJ
-e28[0{2!,

029N01 lLJ

029N012r,,

029N01 1r,

14

30
00
4
30
27

18

sat

oI

G4

c/+T3

G3G5

G4

G5T4

G4

G4

G4T3

G4

G1

G4

G5T4

G4

G4

G4

G4

G4G5

G4

G4

SENSI TIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSIIIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

SENSITIVE

029N01lu 18

029N012U

029N01 2L,

029i1012r,,

029N013i,, 32

029N013ri

029.N011U

029N014r,t

029N016r.t 2

029u016n 2

29

21

16

16

13

14

-OO'- ALLIUM FIBRILLUM
FR I NGED .ON I ON

--^\
,' 006 ,.) ALL I UI'I F I BR I LLUI.I

-- 
FRI}IGED ONIO},I

€87- ALLIUM FTBRILLUI,I
FRINGED OIIIO}I

€0i- POLYGONUTI DOUGLASII SSP AUSTINAE
AUSTINIS K}IOTI'EED

.OOE ALLIUI.I FIBRILLUI,I
FRINGED ONION

IE9- ALLIUM FIBRILLUM
FRINGED ONION

-'<-\( 009) HlsTRroNrcus HIsTRroNrcus
HARLEAUTN DUCK

.Dg!- PLAGIOBOTHRYS LEPTOCLADUS
SLENDER.BRAIICHED POPCORN - FLOUER

/-'
/oo1 t PoLYGONUil POLYGALOIDES
\r' TTHITE-llARGIllED KNOTIJEED

E- GRATTOLA EBRACTEATA
I BRACTLESS HEDGE-HYSSOP

--,00/. i ALLIUI,I FIBRtLLUII
FRI}IGED OIIION

029N016r.t

030N015t, 28

030N013r., 21

030N013tJ 31

030N013u 21

SENStTtvE 030il013!r 31



Octob€r 8, 1996
MONTA}IA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRA'.I

Species of Speciat Concern: g_lt_, !j,g_.a3y Snorrnobite Traits

Ref ' tare/cmn tare G Rank S Rank USESA uSFS Tornshio-Ranqe-sec. countv(iesr

# PoTAlocETol oBTUstFolrus
BLUIIT.LEAVED PONDUEED

i 003: BOTRYCHIUI{ PARADOXU'I. 
PECULIAR }IOO}II.'ORT

-OO+ POTAIIOGETON OBTUSIFOLIUS
BLUNT-LEAVED PONDI,'EED

-O0J- ARTEMISIA IIORVEGICA VAR SAXATILIS
8oREAL tORru.rOOo

€O? PAPAVER PYGI,IAEUI.I

ALPINE GLACIER POPPY

€E GRATIOLA EEMCTEATA
ERACTLESS HEDGE- HYSSOP

VIOLA RENIFOLIA
KIDNEY.LEAF t,IHITE VIOLEI

29 Records tisted.

G5

G2

G5

s1

s1

s1

SENSrrrvE 030N013u 10

SENSITtVE 030N013r,' 31

-029il0+3rJ ---6_

SENSTTTVE 030il014W 36
029N014r,1 01

0311t013u 18

031N013rJ 04

031ilo13r,, 35

SENStrtvE _--€3flts{4u 01
-€32x014r,, 00

Gtacier

Gtaci er;
Pondera

F t athead

Gtacier

Gtacier

Gtacier

Gtacier

G5T? SH

c3 s3

-00't

s1

s2G5
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Tra:i..1. e:;pairrioir (irt.J:ncJr :,::: !iJ-9it:i1:.girt:L;..J e:.pstisron).
Nr:ir tl'a.il- sysi:<,:nr (aLiac)r ;iii, , ir:ighi.lghr..-i:rgl trait sysi:enr)
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i,iirr, t er j:::i.rj.:.i c
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Oi:her'
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SNOWUOBILE GROOI.{rNG PROGRJE,M

i Regional Hildllfe cl€arance

Trail expansion (attach nap highlightlng expansion).

xeir trail system (attach nap highrtgbting trair systenj
E X;3fiatl TA',i / - Fe.n p;+e crt Rl to N.,tf,{ €.06a oF. 5. Fo** c F. T+to

nl9i ci.t tsnowmobile clutr c ur o+^,N @.
Are there any wildlife concerns? YES

tl
NO

R
If yes:

Species

1.

2.

Wirrter range
( list)

(area)
Travel corridor

3. Other

a Suggested alternate route

other mitigatlon m€asures
etc. )

(such as slgning; trail restrictions,

tl
T

Approved vith above-mentionod rnitigation
Not approved as subnitted

measures

,/./n
IdIife
Date

Biologist, Date F.eglonaI

ry?"h.W/ /k€/ze
L uT- B a) t JlOu ( o tal ,f nc.
P.o. Bry Jol
LuT A4tk. nr7- flVt1
g)3-'/rt3

Parks

3 /sL



SNOWMOBILE GROOMING PROGRAM
Regional Wildlife Clearance

Lc/Y.

KCO37 .96
1,/ L4 / e6

Existing Trail system (attach map highrighting expansion)Trail Expansion (attach rnap highliqhfi_ng-expaisioi;
New Trail Systen (attach rnap highlighting expansion)

cut Bank snovaoers rnc - skvrand Rd Area (yellow highllghLed)
(Snow Mobile Club)

Are there any wildlife concerns?

Wl-ntgr Ranoe: Snow depth at lower elevations preclud,es winter use by mostungulates. Tracks of one moose were observed in over 25 miles of iravelin the area. Mountain goats may occupy winter range in higher elevatlonsof some af:as including Slippery eiif Mcuntainl squard Mountain andcrescent cliffs, but these areas are not specifically included in theapplication and would be difficult (if not impossible) io access, even bvaggressive riders on high-performance snow mobiles. Limited forest.carnivore eign was observed.

Travel Corridor: Unknown.' A pass over the continental divide, north of
Crescent cliffs, connecting J.oop trails between Skyland and North Badger
Creek/Two Medicine River (FvrP R4) could potentialfy be used as a travei
corridor by mountain goate in that area.

Other: some evidence (snow mobile tracks) of isolated enforcement
problems with individual.s r,'iolating area closures were observed (area 6-A
on attached Snowmobile Access fnformation Map). However, the area is wellsigned by Cut Bali< Snowgoers and these are exceptions to the regularpattern of use. AIso, one inconsistency between eiisting Fs road silning
and the FS Snow Mobile Access Information Map ,1O/941 wJs observed, -witfr
a road in Area 6-C (legatly open after November 30) posted as closedyearlong to encw mobilee. Other eigns corresponded io access statuslndicated on the attached map.

. FgrnmerY+f-.ryildlite concerns: Existing cIS maps of goat winter range couldbe overlaid on the Hungry Horse and Spotted Bear Snow Mobile AccessInformation Map to identify inconsistenci-es in management approach by FNFand FWP. Hovrever, even if some goat winter range is included in ireasthat are currently oPen to snow mobiles (after November 3O) the potential
for dlepLacing goate ie Ilmited because of access limitations relating to
topography and elevation.

Suggested alternate route: none

Other nitigation measures (such as signJng;
etc. ) see above sections for enforcement and

trail restrictions;
s-L-qn:ng__conserns

Approved with above-mentioned
Not approved as subnitted

'k/,

4'D l8
flar HLaD

mitigation measures.



,1!,.f....:r..

,,. 'd-:-' -

A.

Safetl' .\r.;areness Plan
('ut l]irnk Snon'goers

Trainirrg

l. fhe club strcsses thc irnptrrrancc of'operating a snowmobile in a safe
manner and ollers to the public a course on snowmobile sat'ety. The
course takes approxirnatelv 8 hours of class time and covers safety,
general mechanical knorvledge, and driving skills. This course meets
Fislu wildlife. ancl Park.s standards and is taught by a certified safety
instructor.

2. Public a\,vateness and participation of Fish wildlife, & parks, Forest
Sewice, and manuthcturers sal.ety programs.

3. Encourage club membcrs to take classes in first-aid and cpR that are
offered throughout the ycar by dilferent community organizations.

Trail Markings

1. Trail head signs will be used to inform riders and can be up-dated
periodicall-,1". These will har.'c inJbrmation on:

a trail loqations d cmergencv numbers
h trail & snor.; conditions e safety tips
c trail hazards f club elents

Trail intersections are marked with appropriate signs to warn riders
of intersecting tratlic. These signs may also include a map of the riders .i.',
location. . ::'-

Hazardous areas are markod with rvarning sigrs.
Groomer rvaming signs are placed on trail to warn
is rvorking in the aree.

B.

..':. \
- : l,:. -::. .

C.

2.

3.

4.

5.

5.

riders that the groomer

Flags are used on the trails ro mark tfe location of club outings and to help ,t

establish traflic dircction.

Safety Equipnrcnt

1. fransceivet's are availlble through the club lo use if desired. These may be
rented or bought.

2. Search polos are loc:atecl at the base of El'l'ieer.

C,'lub Flvents

Prior to cl'-rb orrtings. thc trails arc groomcci and checkcd for safet-v.'l'hc club tli':s to aroiti r-r..:*'trrrllic at irs outings h5.chocrsing a
iocltirxr n'hcrc pcople t'irn clitcr anti lca'u'e the arca usine different
roufes.
T'he club does no{ suppot-i r:ompeiiti\.a c:r,cnts on ths trails.
i\drise mcrrrbcrs to lill out a i.{otitetno snarmobile ;lcciclent Reoort
fbrm whcn therc is an iniurr or whcn Sl00 in propertv cl

I).

l.
)

-:}-

1.

occurs.

6-2)b
Safetl'sugestions are discussecl at club meetings.

.\\. il,1. .''.



-!-'-..,..-...-:-. 
"

E. Emergency Sen'ices

1. Emergency help is available firrnr rhe \fiddleibrk euick Resporrse L,nit.
The Snorvgoers contributes c\rcl.\,\'L:fll. to llris sc.rvice.
The club also has funrjshed fhc (ilacier (.'ounrl' Shcrifls i)cpartnrent with
a list of personnel and ecluiprncut arailatrle in case of ln emcrseucv.

:i i..
\. :: ..i\ .rl 2.

F. Safety Projects lleing Proposed

1.

2.

3.

Building a rvarming hut.
Mercy I'light liinding ireas arc berng krokerl into using thc GI,s tracking
system.

Emergenc.y kits which may conrain tlrst-aid kit. spacc blanliets. matches,
non-perishable food, tvatm cloths. eto.



]""GUIDE

CUT BANK SNOWGOERS SIGN PLAN
( updated 10 - 96)

SIGNS:

G LOTS: TRArL HEAD SIGN B9ARDS

SKYLAND:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

TRAIL MAP .
AVALANCHE WARNING SIGN
CODE OF ETHICS
ACTIVITY INFORMATION
PACK-IT-IN PACK-IT-OUT SIGN
GROOMING PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
TRAIL HEAD SIGN
OTHER (as deemed necessary by

groomer / grooning committee )

TRAiL MAP
AVALANCHE I^JARNING SIGN
CODE OF ETHICS
ACTIVITY INFORMATION
F,ACK-IT-IN PACK-IT_OUT SIGN
GROOMING PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
TRAIL HEAD SIGN
OTHER (as deemed necessary by

groomer ./ grooming committee)

SUMMIT:

2.
3.
4.
5.

rNG EDGE

-t'.

2-
" I

3.

4.,

DODGE CREEK JCT
CHALLENGE CABIN
MORRISON JCT
END OF SKYLAND

MARKERS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

TRAIL LOCATION MAPS
1. SKYLAND ,/ EAST FORK JCT

a. EAST FORK TO SUMMIT TURN, b. PIKE CREEK GATE
c. PIKE CREEK RD / PIPELINE JcT.

EAST FORK TO SUMMIT CROSSING
A. 4 - TRAIL DIAMONDS on

CHALLENGE CREEK BRIDGE
a. 4 - TRAIL DIAMONDS on

CHALLENGE LOOP CROSSING
a. 4 - TRAIL DIAMONDS on

EAST FORK LOOP CROSSING
a. 4 - TRAIL DIAMONDS on

,/ TWENTY FIVE MILE JCT

RD.

post

post

post

post
qti;:': i

ffi;JRATL DIAMONDs
. ::1.,j . 

:

O 1rlYalLl.rttr
VtbJ

1,. USED AS REOUIRED



irlS .\\'

SIGNS:

CUT BANK SNOWGOERS SIGN PLAN(updated 10 - 96)

SKYLAND RD ACCESS TEMPORARY CROSSING:
a. 2 - "BRIDGE AHEAD,, Supplemenlal
b. 4 "DTRECTTONAL MARKER

SKYLAND CREEK BRIDGE
a. 2 - BRIDGE SIGN * oo7-22
b. 2 - "BRfDGE AHEAD,, Supplemental
c. Qu "OBJECTMARKER.

2.

Panel f oo8-7

panel * .OOA-7

3. PUZZLE CREEK BRTDGE
a. .2 - BRIDGE SIGN *
b. 2 ,:BRIDGE AHEAD.
c. 4 "OBJECT MARKER,'

oo7-22
Supplamental panel * OOg-7

GATE POST ( 4 - OBJECT HARKERS ea )

1.

3.
4..
5..
6.
7.
8.
9-
10.
11.

I . 1a. PIKE CREEK RD
1b. PIKE CREEK RD..2. , NORTH MULE RIDGE LOOP

. 3. SOUTH T,IULE RIDGE LOOP. 4. .T^JEST FORK OF SKYLAND
5. NORTH CHALLENGE LOOP

., .6. . SOUTH CHALLENGE LOOP I
-7. .. GRANITE CREEK JCT

". a - "-. MORRISON JCT

EAST FORK & SKYLAND RD JUNCTION
1a.. UPPER EAST FORK
1b.. UPPER PIKE CREEK RD

NORTH MTJLE RIDGE LOOP TURN OFF
SOUTH MULE RIDGE LOOP TURN OFF
DODGE CREEK TURN OFF
WEST FORK OF SKYLAND TURN OFF
NORTH CHALLENGE.LOOP TURN OFF
TWENTY FIVE MILE
SOUTH CHALLENGE LOOP TURN OFF
GRANITE CREEK
MORRISON JUNCTION
Celuu,t J+tr t2 R oal.

ERSECTION
signs will be posted 2oo feet from both sides of major groomedlntersections - lprrsigns each location

1- EAST FORK JCT
& PIPE LINE JCT.
,/ SUMMIT TRAIL JCT. ..,

.:r t

trt Ll ..,t lt AJ.
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CUT BANK SNOWGOERS SIGN(updated 10 - 96)

(direction arrows at the corner, warning sigl{beforethe corner. )

1.
2.
3.

SKYLAND ROAD./H[^,Y 2 ( f left direction arrow,North bo.und)
PIKE CREEK RD,/HWY 2 (t right direction arrow, North 

-Uouna)

SKYLAND RD APX 11 MILES South.
a. one each Lef t/r iSht direct.ion arrow
b - one each LefL/r ight 90 degree corner bJarnlng sign

OTHER:

t.le wilr be doing some additional signi.ng starting from the .summit parking area concerning a cro6s country sii trail ln thearea. The exact signs and rocations required wlll developed 
-.

thru out this yeqr in cooperation with the Lewls & Clark forestService personal in Choteau.

;, :;.:.if r,.: .'
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#20b

#nb

#tu

#2Sa

#2*

Distrid Ranger

belng treaed chemlcally. Aff of the knorn snsg ate a|3o recordod on an atlas r rnd a data baseat the Roclry Mountaln Ranger oistrlct. tt yorr woulo rke coplee of the atl€s or thg Els, pleas€la efther Brad McBran€y or me know.

we cornlnualty make ocular gstlmdos of the l<nqnn ififectect areas and updsrs ouratlas anddata bas€toacctrraety roPortth€let/eldhroslonrcroagttpDhrrict wearp addanyntrInfestatfons to the dl€s and ctata base. sdr' rp"d;d rttcar-r" oo,ne rr,om p,rvaeindivuuats and som€ com€ our q{t employoes rykrtg h ttre area. we eric({regs et users

" 
th€ aree to r€poft noxlotrs weeds tiroy ind on thc riaiorg-rorot.

TherE are no known conflbls with th€ turo tFib-proposod under your grat reqr.re* withhisloric roads or tralb. Nelth€r trail #133 or.rho pi'l€ ;rc€k-ro; are d€lgfired an historicroad or trail. Howwer, trall #133 is old eiough to be d€8lgna"o an h&ctorl: trail.

slrEe the Forest sorv9 b-nT ry9Pgtllq nerv activiu€s conc€mfng thes€ hyo enownobibtralls, ws have rn consutted *nn SXpb. I oqnsdtabn ig needed, efth€r tho MontanaD€peftment of Fbh wldlife and Parts or your c}Jb wouH n€€d to rogrr€st crnsultatlon nrlthSHPO.

Both d th€ trails und€r your grant propoeal are goveral n{lee from exFrlng w$demsss area*.The groomed portion ot me pke treir rom cofilss wfthrn approxrmddy 1 mlte ol an arearestricted from october lS.untilAprit 15 ro sngvrmotiteo.

There are cross country skl trails that cro6s the pike creek road. I agree that both th€snowmobile tralf and the.cross. country ski traif shodd b€ mefk€ct to wam ol the ortsr us€crossing th€ trail' To rny knorledga, t-here ha,'re no u""n 
""rnna 

bdween snownobil€niand cross country sklers.

l-*tn To my knorledge, thsre ha\re been n9 sno"npbrre respas$€s on privde ranr or wirderness
-ft | "s 

a resuh of stats fundod groomed trdfrs ori;th€ nociy-t*oufitatn Rang€r t,kgtrict.
l-l hop€ that this is the intormation-thd you neected to conphe your sno'vmobile grant program pEls. lfyou need2$clitlonal lnformqon to€l trip to coritacl either Brd-trrc8ranoy or me.

, 4.-g? <1^\.-A-J--"-.{
{.,r uennv ooMBRUvsKE U

Lofr lea han keo
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Unlted States
Department of
Agrlcuhure

Forest
Servlce

(406) 387-s243

Hungry Horse Ranger Dlstrlct
PO Box 190340
Hungry Horse, MT 59919-O34O

Flle Code: Z3SO

Date: March 27,1995

Mr. Brian Hoffman
Box 21 16
Cutbank MT 59427

Dear Mr. Hoffman

This^l9tt9r is in response to your telephone call concerning snowmobile retated violations associated with
the Skyland snowmobile trailsysem. The groomed trait slystem is entirely on National Forest lands. I am
not aware of any problems associated with private land anywhere nearihe groomed trail. We have not
issued any citations related to snowmobile use on private lanos. This is oeyon- the scope of our authority
and in the iurisdiction of the county sfreriff.

I am aware of snowmobiles entering the Great Bear Wildemess in the Crescent Cliff area and we have also
observed an occasional track in the wilderness in Giefer Creek. At this point, we have not issued any
citations, however, anyone found in the wilderness will be cited.

o I do not believe use of the groomed trail in Skyland is a factor in use occurring in the Great Bear. This area
would be accessible.without a trail and probiems would still occur. In fact, the trail may deter riders from
entering wildemess by providing an ahernatMe place to ride.

I hope the Cutbank Club will continue making an active effort to inform and educate riders about wilderness
boundaries and the prohibition of riding in the wilderness.

lf'fou have any questions, please feel free to contact Fred Flint at this office.

Sincerely,

ru^{
ALLEN L CHRTSTOPHERSEN
District Ranger
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LAW ENFORCEMENT PLAN

This plan integrates six enforcement strategies to generate compliance with public lands' travel
restriction and state snowmobile regulations. Execution of these strategies will be a cooperative
effort between enforcement agents from the U. S. Forest Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
(FWP), and counties. These strategies are intended to meet each agency's enforcement mission and
objectives for resource protection and public safety.

# The initial approach for enforcing travel restrictions is the signing of trail heads.
Prominently posted trail head information and maps will define travel restrictions on lands
adjacent to established groomed trail systems. The trail grooming sponsor will, with the
assistance from the land managing agency, post the travel restriction regulations.

Local motorized clubs will annually inform their membership of travel restrictions next to
established and maintained trail systems. Club members will be encouraged to disseminate
the information to visiting back country users.

To regularly ascertain the highest concentration of use; random trail patrols will occur. Trail
safety will be encouraged through public contacts during patrols.

Enforcement efforts will target locations where there are motorized intrusions into restricted
travel areas, such as tree plantations. Speed limit signing and patrols will be made.

# Back country use will be monitored through coordination of interagency enforcement
personnel. FWP and Forest Service staff will share information and combine efforts to
conduct saturation enforcement activities at known high use locations and during high use

.. periods. Normally these periods are weekends, holidays and after new snow occurrences.

# FWP wardens will enforce the registration decal compliance law.

Trail patrols will be done on days when environmental conditions and/or budgets allow. Safety of
agency personnel will also be a determining factor when patrols will occur. Rapidly changing
environmental conditions and potential avalanche hazards must be considered before conductins
patrols.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT

Statewide there were 20,384 snowmobiles registered for the 1995 to 1996 registration year.

FWP wardens will continue to make safety for the public a primary goal of the enforcement effort
as it relates to snowmobiling. Numerous contacts by FWP wardens in the field with snowmobilers
is in regards to safety issues. The safe operation of snowmobiles, proper lighting, DUI and alcohol
issues, and reckless operation are major areas of emphasis. In addition, FWp **d"r,, are equipped
with portable radios and some rescue equipment along with first aid kits for back 

"ountrvemergences.

Hunting, trapping and ice fishing are other areas of recreation where snowmobile use is common.
Most of these activities are conducted in areas outside of the groomed trail systems, but FWp
wardens still contact recreationists and check for registration, equipment and safe operation while
checking for hunting, fishing and trapping regulations.

Other areas of concern by FWP wardens is the operation of snowmobiles in wilderness areas. The
majority of snowmobilers operate in the areas that are open, but some venture into closed or
wilderness areas. Safety is a major concern here because it seems that many of the slide areas are
also in the remote locations.

Poker runs and races are events that attract numerous snowmobilers. These events themselves are
usually not an enforcement problem, but the use of alcohol and the related operation in towns or on
roadways by some before or after the event require additional FWP warden presence.

The primary objective of FWP wardens is the safe and enjoyable recreation of snowmobilers. This
is accomplished through the enforcement and education efforts of FWP wardens in the field and
through education classes and functions. Many of the snowmobile clubs are taking the lead in
conducting these classes and FWP wardens will need to be available to assist them in there efforts
to make snowmobiling a safe and enjoyable activity.

8-31


