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NO. 629

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Permitting and Compliance Division
Air and Waste Management Bureau
P.0O. Box 200901. Helena, Montana 58620
(406} 444-3490

",g .
Issued For: R Lazy M Ent., DBA Creston Sand and Gravel

5447 HWY 35
Kalispell, MT 59901

Air Quality Permit Number: 23885-00

Preliminary Determination on Permit Issued: December 24, 1997
Department Decision Issued: February 10, 1998

Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) Compliance: An environmental assessment required
by the MEPA, was completed for this project as follows.

Legal Description of Site: (portable source, original tocation) NE%, NW7%, Section 26,
Township 28 North, Range 20 Waest, in Flathead County, Montana.

Description of Project: This permit is for the operation of a portable 1985 Fab Tech screening
plant. model 5-16-3 {(maximum production rate 150 tph); a 1993 40'X24" homemade stacking
conveyor: 3 1980 70'X24"homemade stacking conveyor; a 1970 50'X30" homemade stacking
conveyor; a 1960 50'X30" Kolman teed conveyor; a 125 KW Detroit Diesel generator; and
associated equipment.

Benefits and Purpose of Proposal: This plant screens and sorts sand and gravel for use in
industry.

Description and anglysis of reasonable alternatives whenever alternatives are reasonably
available and prudent to consider: No reasonable aiternatives available.

A listing and appropriate evaluation of mitigation, stipulations and other controls enforceable by
the agency or another government agency: A list of enforceable conditions, including a BACT
analysis, are@ contained in permit #2895-00.

Description and analysis of regulatory impacts on private property rights: The department has
considered alternatives to the conditions imposed in this permit as part of the permit
development. The department has determined that the permit conditions are reasonably
necessary to ensure compliance with applicable requirements and demonstrate compliance with
those requirements and do not unduly restrict private property rights.
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Potential Impact on Physical Environment

Moderate

Mingr

MNona

Unkogwn

Comments

Tarresinal
and Aquatic
Lite

and Habitals

X

Terrestrigls will yse the areas 0 which the screen
operatgs. However, the sareen 1tselt results = 3
menimal disturbance 10 the soils at the site.

Water Quality.
Quantity and
Ristribution

Water will by used as dust control. Any
accidentat spilis or leaks from equipment will be
removed and any contaminated material will be
excavaled as required by the open cut mifung
contract.

Geology and
Soil Quality.
Stability and
Moisture

The soifs will be impacted by the screen’s
operation. The impacts will be minor due to the
size of the pperation, and reguireaments that are
incorporated in the open cut mining contracts for
reclamation proceduras.

Vegetation
Cover,
Quantity and
Quaiity

The vegetation cover wifl be affected by the
screening operations. Impacts will be munor
because the vegetation will be re-estabhghed
following the mimng operations in the area as
required in the open cut Mining contracts.

Agsthetics

The screen will be visible and will creste sorme
additional noise in the area. Permit #2995.00
includes conditions 1o control emissions from the
plant. Also the screening operation is small and
eny noise will be relatively minimal: therefore the
aesthetic impacts will be mingr

Air Quality

The air quslity impacts from the screen are minor.
Permit #2995-00 includes conditions limiting the
opacity from the plant 8s well as requiring water
spray bars to control air emissions. The site is
also limited by permit #2995-00 to total
particulate emissions of 250 tons/year or less
from this scresn in addition to any additional
equipment at any individug! site. Compliance with
permit #2995-00 will ensure the facility i8
operated in compliance with all applicable rules
and standards.

Uruque
Endangered.
Fragife or
Limited
Environmenta!
Resource

The Montana Natural Heritage Program has
identified grizzly bear, bald eagles. and wolves &s
threatened or endangered species at this site as
determined in the August 1993 EA and the
January 1997 EA completed by the department
for the open cut mining contract. The area has
siready been disturbed by the subdivision
activitios occurring in the area. There will be
minor impact on these species from the operation
of the screening plant. Also, the atfects on these
resources are determined when a open cut mining
contract is issued for each individyal mine site.

Demands on
Enviranmaental
Resource of
Water,

Air and Energy

The screen is powered by a diesel generator. The
plant must comply with the applicable
requirements, which ingludes the use of water
spray bars, in permit #2895.00 causing only &
minor affect on the air quality and water
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Major

Moderate

Minor

None

Unknown

Comments

k] Ristgrigal and
Arghaeological
Sites

Historical agricultural buildings have been
identified in the area but not at this original site
as determined in the August 1983 open cut
mining contract EA _ In addition the January
1997 EA done for the expansion of the site
identified the discovery of primitive tools found in
the adjacent Schellinger site. Two isolated
historical finds were recorded, but neither ware
racommaended as eligible for listing in the National
Register of Histonical Places. The operator will
give the appropriate protection to any values or
antifacts discoveraed in the affected area. The
State Historical Praservation Office will be
promptly notifiad. Also, the affects on these -
type of sites are determined when the an open
cut mining contract is issued for each individual
mine site. The screen itself results in 8 minimal
disturbance to the soils at the site.

10 Cumulative
and
Secondary
Impacts

2995-00
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This project. coupled with the operation of other
squipment and dust from county roads has the
potential to cause minor Cumulative and
Secondary impacts st this site. As part of permit
#2996-00, the proposed operation, coupled with
the operation of any additional equipment at the
site, would be limited to less than 250 tons/yesr
of smissions of any reguiated poliutant. Permit
#2995-00 also limits the operation of the
proposed screen to maintain compliance with all
applicable rules and standards. In this specific
case, there ig also the possibility that additional
equipment could be used at tha adjacent site.
Any eguipment that raquires a psrmit proposed
for opergtion at any site would need to apply for
and hold the appropriate permits/contracts from
the department. The necessary permits/contracts
for operations such as these might include, but
not be limited 10, water quality. air quality, and
raclamation. These permits/contracts would
require that any operation be conducted in
compliance with all applicable rules end
standards. In addition, the site specific
environmental impacts would be assessed prior to
issuance of the permit/contract. Also, there is a
pending action that involves the expansion of the
pit to approximately 33.5 acres. There will be
potential minor impacte from the larger pit and
the use of a concrete batch plant and & pugmill.
The request will also include the addition of two
sottling ponds and a wall. Potential impacts may
include increasad noise, increased demands on
potable water. and reduced sesthetic appeal in
the area. I the pending spplication is processed
for the expansion, the open cut mining contract
will expire in the fall of 2008,
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Potential impact on Socio-Economic Environment

Majos

Moderate

Minor

None

Unknown

Comments

Social
Structures
and Mores

X

There will be no disrupltion of native or traditional
lifestyles or communities from this screen.

Cultural
Unigueness
and Diversity

The operation of the screen will not cause a
change in the cultural unigueness and diversity of
the area.

Local and
State Tax
Sase and
Tax Revenue

Operation of the screen - the mining mit thart has
peen permutted will have a minor affect on the
igcal and state tax base and tax revenue because
it is a small operation that ampioys only & few
individuals.

Agricultural
or Industrial
Production

The operation of the screen will be under industrial
production. The screening operation is small by
industriel standards. Therefora. this screen will
have a minor impact on industrial production.
There will e no impact on agricultural production.

The proposed emissions from the portable screon
will have mingr impacts on human health. There
may be impacts from the inhalation of dust
generated by the screen. However, the impacts
will be minor because the screen will be operated
in compliance with National Ambient Air Quality
Standards which are set to protect human health.
Permit #2995-00 incorporates conditions to ensure
that the screen will be operated in compliance with
alt applicable rules and standards.

Access 10
and Quality
of
Recreationat
and
Wilderness
Activities

The operation of the screening plant will have a
msnor affect on the access to or quslity of
recreational and wilderness activities in the area
because the propossd emissions from the source
are minor. in addition, any impacis would be
temporary because the screen is portable.

Quantity and
Distribution
of
Employment

There will be a minor affect on the quality and
distribuuon of employment because this gperation
will employ several psople.

Qistribution
of Popuistion

The operation of the screening plant will not
require additional or less housing in the area. This
screan 1s owned by a local company that will
employ several people and will not affact tha
distribution of the poputation.

Demands for
Government
Services

Minor increases will be seen in traffic on exigting
roads in the area while the screening plant is in
operation because this js a8 small operation.

industrnial and
Commergial
Activity

The operation of the $cregn is 3 MINOT INCTease in
the industrial activity in the area. The area has
been used as e gravel pit for several years. The
proposed screen represents a relatively minor
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Major

Moderate

Minor

None

Unknawn

Comments

11

Locally
Adopted
Ervirgnment
al Pians

angd Goals

No impact because this area is 2onad for this type
of activity.

Cumulative
and
Secondary
Impacts

Thig project. coupled with the operetion of other
equipment and dust from county roads has the
potential to cause miner Cumulative and .
Secondary fmpacts at this site. As part of permit
#2995-00. the proposed operation, coupled with
the operation of any additional equipment 8t the
site, would be limited to less than 2560 tons/year of
emissions of any regulated pollutant. Permit
#2995-00 also limits the operation of the proposed
screen 10 maintain compliance with all applicable
rules and standards. |n this specific case, thore s
also the possibility that additional equipment could
be used at the adjacent site. Any squipment that
requireg a permit proposed for operation a8t any site
would need to apply for and hold the sppropriate
permits/contracts from the department. The
necessary permits/contracts for operations such as
these might include. but not be limited to, water
quahty, air quality, and reclamation. Thess
permits/contracts would require that any operation
be conducted in compliance with all applicabla
rules and standards. In addition, the site specific
environmental impacts wouid be assessed prior to
issuance of the permit/contract, Also, there is a
pending action that involves the expansion of the
pit to approximately 33.5 acres. There will be
potential mingr impacts from the larger pit and the
use of g concrete batch plant and 8 pugmill. The
request will also include the addition of two
settling ponds and a well. Potential impacts may
include increased noise, increased demands on
potable watar, and reduced aesthetic appea! in the

2995-00
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area. lf the pending application is processed for
the expansion, the opsn cut mining contract will
axpire in the fall of 2008.
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Hecommendaﬁ%-:.ﬁ_m._ﬁlsw required. §

If an EIS 1s not required. explain why the EA 's an appropriate level of analysts: This plant s a
small and portable source and any impacts will ‘mot be significant, In addition, the controls
contained in permit #2995-00 will further limit the emissions.

Additional information ¢an be found on the original location of the screen plant by referencing
the EAs completed by the department in the open cut mining contract for R Lazy M Enterprises
Clouse site approved on August 8, 1993 and January 7, 1997. Also, any future actions at the’
original location outside the scope of the open cut mining contract EA will require an additional
EA by the department.

Other groups or agencies contacted or which may have overlapping jurisdiction: Industrial and
Energy Minerals Bureau.

EA prepared by: Vickie Waish

Date: December 12, 1997
~Revised: February 8, 1998
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