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To Whom lt May Concern:

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEO) has prepared the following

EnvironmentalAssessment as required by law in ARM 16.2.626(2) and ARM 16.2.628(2).

This project involves removing two underground fueltanks and installing two single-wall
STIP3 underground fuel tanks at First Ave South and Pratten Street in Columbus, MT.

The DEQ prepares EnvironmentalAssessments to inform interested government agencies,
public groups, or individuals of a proposed action and to determine whether or not the action

may have a significant effect on the human or natural environment. This Environmental

Assessment will be circulated for seven (7) days. After the seven-day comment period, DEQ

will decide what action to take regarding this permit.

lf you care to comment on this proposed action, please write or callthe Remediation Division

by July 14, 1998. Our telephone number is 4064 44-1420 and our mailing address is P.O.

Box 200901, Helena, MT, 59620-0901.

Sincerely,4//#;
/ f'Lt

t tt // ut/

Jeff Tobin
Environmental Engineer Specialist

cc: Environmental Assessment

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER'



Page 2

iluly 5, 1998

O/o NA!,!E: Farmerg Union Trading Co. FACILI1Y NO: 48-03409

PERITIIT
;t t, ,l

NU:rjte6 - 082,1 li DATE oF APPTICATIoN: 7/L/9e

PERSON PREPABIryG BA: ileff Tobin, Bnv. Eng. SPen COUNIY: Stillwater
: .,r!

ToCATION: First Ave south and Pratten Street Columbus

FACIIJIIY NAlrlE: Fatmerrs Uoion Trading Co. EA COsrtPIJglED z 7 /6 /98

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION: Remove two underground fuel tankE and iastaLl
tswo single-wal1 STIp3 underground fuel tarrks with single-waII fiberglasg pLPi!'9.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BEIIEFITS AND PI'RPOSE OF TBE PROPOSED ACTION: RCP1ACE

with holes and comply with 1998 requirements.
tanks

A: Sigmificant Unavoidabl'e ImPactE
B: Insignificant as a regult of conditioned mitigat'ion
C: fnei.gmificant as ProPosed

AI{PI,IFICATIO![

No sigmificant impacte.
LocaEion is currentl.Y a
gasoline and conyenience
store in a developed
area.

L. TOPoGRAFI{Y: Are there
unueual geologic features?
will the Eurface features
be changed?

ro sigmificant imlncts,2. GEOIOGY AIiID SOIL
OT'AI,IIY. STABILIry AND

l@jI$SE,Er Are fragLle'
conqnctLble or ungtabLe
soile presents? Are there
special recl.amation
considerations?
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POTE}flTIAL TMPACTS

B c LONG

TERM

SHORT

TERM

AMPLIFICATION

3. WATER OUALITY.
OUA}TTITY AND DISTRIBIIFTON :

Groundwater 8t -10' below
surface. Tank anchoring
by burial depEh.
Inventory control wit,h 5
year trank tj-ghtsness test
and mechanical line leak
detectors with annual
line tightness tests leak
detection is the least
accuraee. within L0
years of instaLlatsion a
monthly monitoring
method must replace the
inventory conErol.

Are important surface or
groundwater resources
present? Is there
potential for violation of
ambient water quality
standards, drinki-ng vtater
maximum contaminant
levels, or degradation of
waEer quality?

4. AIR OUALITY: Will
polIut,antrs or partsiculate
be produced? Is t,he
project influenced by air
quality reg'ulations or
zones (Class I ai-rshed) ?

X Natural air currents and
vent pipes will
dissipate hydrocarbon
vapors to a safe level.
No significant impact.

5. DEMANDS ON

ENVIRONMEN|AI, RESOURCES OF

LAND. WATER, AIR OR EN-
ERGY: will the project
use limited resources or
effect other nearby
actsivities?

x No signi-ficant impact.

6. TMPACTS ON OTHER

ENVIRONMEMIAL RESOI]RCES :

Are there other studies,
plans or projects on this
tract?

x None known.

7 . TERRESTRIA],. AVIAN.
AND AOUATIC LIFE AND

EAEI-BIIE: Is there
substant.ial use of the
area by important
wildIife, birds or fj-sh?

x Minj-mal wildlif e, birds ,

or fish on or around
trhis facilitsy. No
significant impact.

8. VEGETATION COVER,
OUANTITY A}[D OUALITY:
Will vegetative
communities be permanently
altered? Are any rare
plants or cover tlpes
present?

x No significant impact.
Facility is and will- be
primarily concrete,
asphalt, or compacted
road mix.
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POTETTTAI. IilPAqTS

A B c LONG
TERM

SEORT
TERTII

AI{PI,IFICATION

9. I'NIOIIE. EIIDANGERED.

FR.AGILE OR I,IMITED
ENVTRONMENTAL RESOIIRCES :

Are any federally llsted
threatened or endangered
speciee or identified
habitat present? eny wat'-
lands? Any sPecieg of
special concern?

x None known. No
sigrnif,icant impact,

10. sl,sraBrsa!-ap
ARCHEOLOgICAL SITE: Are
any historical,
archeologtical or paleo-
htological. regourceg
preeent?

x None known. No
sigmificant inpact.

1l-. AEErulIggi Is the
project on a prominent
topographical f,eature?
llill it be visible froin
popul.ated or scenlc areas?
WiII there be excessive
noige, Iight or odors?

x Business is vieible from
the roadway and
adjoinlng properties.
Noise, light, and odorg
wiLl be typical for a
medium sized convenience
Etore with fuel sal.es.

"tL2. AGIIICULTURE: Wtll gr-
azing lands, irrigation
waters or crop production
,be affected?

x No sigrnificant impact.
Area ig currentllr
developed

EUITAII EI{\7IROW

1. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AIIN
MORE9: Is some dlsruption
of native or traditional
lifestyles or commnities
possible?

x None knowrr. No
aignif icant Lrrpact.

2. EUTTT'RAL UNTOUEIIESS

Al{D DIVERSITYi l{ilI the
actlon cause a ehift, in
eome unique qualitY of the
area?

x None $q)ected. No
sigmificant iq)act.

3. DENSI1Y AIID
DISTRIBIII ION OF POPI'I,ATION
AriID IIOUSTIIG: Will the
project add to the
population and require
additional housing?

x None eq)ected. No
sigmificant impact.
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POTEMTIAI. IUPACTS

A B c LONG

TERM

SHORT

TERM

AMPLTFICATION

4 . HIII'IAN HEALTH & SAFETY:
Will this project add to
healLh and safety risks in
the area?

x No change from existing.

5. EOMMUNITY & PERSONAL
INCOME: wi]1 the facility
generat,e or degrade
income?

x Improvement to the
facility should increase
volume and income.

6. OUANTITY A}TD

DTSTRIBUTION OF

EMPLOYMENT: WilI the
project create, move or
eli-minate jobs? If so,
estimate number.

x No change from existing.

7. LOCAL AND STATE TAX
BASE REVENUES: Will the
project create or
e].iminate t,ax revenue?

Minimal change from
exisEing.

8. DEIVTAND FOR GOVERNMENT

SERVI.9EE-.!- wilI
substantial traffic be
added to existing roads?
Will other services (fire
protecEion, police,
schools, etc.) be needed?

x Minimal change from
existsing. No
significant impact.

9. INDUSTRTAL. COMMERCIAL
AND AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES AI{D PRODUCTION:

x No signif icant i-mpacts.
Area is currently
developed.

will the project add to or
alter these activities?

]-0. ACCESS TO AND OUALITY
OF RECREATIONAL AND
WTLDERNESS ACTIVITIES :

Are wilderness or
recreational areas nearby
or accessed through this
tract?

x Recreatsional or
wilderness areas are not
accessed through t.his
property.

11. AESTHETICS: Is the
project on a prominent
topographical feature?
will it be visible from
populated or scenic areas?
will there be excessive
noise, light or odors?

x Business is visible from
the roadway and
adjoinj-ng properties.
Noise, light, and odors
wiII be typical for a
medium sized convenience
store with fuel sales.
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PCXtEttItIr lttPtgfg

A B c LONG
TERM

SIIORT
TERITI

AI4PIJIFICATION

L2.
EMIIRONMEIITAI, PI,ANS AND

!0,Alrgi Are Ehere state'
county, eity, tttlFs, BtrM,
tribal, etc., zoning or
management plans in
effect?

x Local of,f,icia1e have not
expresaed any coneern
over this proJect.

13. IEANftPQEDNliIgNi nill
the project affect local
traffic patterns?

x No eigmificants inpact.

pI'BLIC IMIoLVEMEIIT: The only public involvement I am a$tare of is this environmental
aEaeasment

ALTERIIATI\IES CoIiISIDER.ED: Reduced fuel sa1es, double-walI tanks and piping, and
nonthly monitoring at time of install. Dor:b1e-wa11 tanks and piping, and noathly
nronitoring provide better environmental protection, ltowever, cost nore. More
accurate rpnEhltl tanlc monLtoring mrst be in place within 10 yearg of install

coupr.rANeE sTAmrs: Ttria proJect, as permitted, wil.l be in compliance with the UST

regruJ.ations. lftre faci,lity mrst, however, be operatsed and maintained in accordance
with the usT irles and regrulatione

RECOMMENDATTONS CONCERTIING DnEpARATION OF AlI EIS: Not necessary at this level of
dieturbance.

Ornnn snoups on AGENCIES CoNTAers oR wEIcH MAY HAVE OltERr'APeING iITRISDICTION: Fire
preventioa and Investigation Bureau regulates above ground cotlqonentg.

II|DIVIDIIALS OR GROIIPS COIITRIBMING !O TIIIS EA: :rtre tant< Contractor, pcraonal
know1.edge of the area, l.ocal. zonlng officLals, antd the facLlity owner.

cc: DirecEor
. DivisLon Adminietsrator

Giovernor's Off ice
g/t egtstalive EnvironmenEal Po1icy Office


