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Western Sugar Company

P.O. Drawer 30878
Billings, MT 59107

Permit Renewal

3020 State Ave.
Billings, MT
Yellowstone County

MT-0000281

February 28,2002

Yellowstone River

This application is for the reissuance of an existing wastewater discharge permit for the Western
Sugar Company's sugar beet facility located in Billings, MT. The wastewater treatment system
consists of a clarifier, settling ponds, aeration ponds, ash ponds and land application. Outfall 001
is a discharge to the Yegen Drain from the aeration ponds of approximately 1.6 Million gallons
per day (MGD). Outfall 002 is discharge to the Yegen Drain of 2.7 MGD of non-contact cooling
water. The Yegen Drain flows into the Yellowstone River in approximately 2.5 miles from the
discharge points. Outfall 003 is a discharge from the ash pond of approximately 2.3 MGD to either
Outfall 001 or 002. Outfall GDW discharges to ground water by infiltration through the bottom
of all the unlined ponds and ditches at the facility. The proposed permit requires periodic self-
monitoring of discharge quality and quantity with the reporting of results monthly.

Discharge is to the Yellowstone River, which is classified "B-3u by the Montana Surface Water
Quality Standards. Waters classified B-3 are considered suitable for drinking, culinary and food
processing purposes after conventional treatrnent; bathing, swimming and recreation; growth and
propagation of non-salmonid fishes and associated aquatic life, waterfowl and firrtearcrs;and- -,
agricultural and industrial water supply. Degradation which will impact established beneficial uses
will not be allowed. Effluent limitations will ensure that the Montana Surface Water Quality
Standards and National Secondary Treatment Standards will be met. Effluent load limits in this
permit have been specified to support and define the total maximum daily loads (TMDL's) for
Yellowstone River. This permit and Statement of Basis will be submitted to EPA for approval of
the TMDL under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act. The recommended expiration date for
the permit is February 28,2002.
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Any person interested in a partiorlar application, or group of applications, lnay submit their name,
address, and telephone urmber to the Deparrnent for the purpose of being included on the mailing
list for public notice of tentative permits. The list of names will be maintained as.a means for
contacting persons with an inrcrest in MPDES permit actions.

PI'BLIC COMMENT

Rrblic comments are invited ANYTIME PRIOR TO CLOSE OF BU.SINESS Seprenber 10. 1oo8
or within 30 days of darc of postirg. whichever is later. Comments may be directed to the DEQ
Permifring & Coryliance Division, Water Protection Bureau, PO Box 200901, Helena, Montana,
59620. An commenb received or postmarked PRIOR TO CLTO.SE OF BUSINESS Sept€mber 10,
19o8 or 30 days from losting date will be considered in the formulation of final dercrminations
to be imposed on the permits

If no objections arc received within the specified comment period, ttre Department will iszue final
determinations within sixty days of the date of this notice. Additional infornation may be
obtained upon request by calling (406) 444-3O8lO, or by writing to the aforementioned address.
The draft permit, envircnmenfial assessments, and related documents are available for review and
reproducdon at the aforementioned address.

PT'BLIC NOTICF NO. MT.O8-IO
August 10, 1998


