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Ladi.es and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to the Administrative Rules of Montana, L1,4.609, the following Environmental
Assessment has been prepared by the Department of Environmental Quality concerning Curt
Milledge & Heat.h Mason \ dba \ Westside Auto a mot.or vehicle wrecking facility.

The purpose of the Environmental Asgessment is !o inform all interested governmental
agencies, public aroups or indj.viduals of the proposed action and to determine whether or not
the action may have a significant effect on Ehe human environments. This Envj-ronmental
Assessments will be circulated for a period of thirty (30) daye at which time a decision wiff
be made as to our fucure action.

If you care to comment on this proposed act,ion, please do so wifhin the allotted time.

Sincerely,

\,
Bnrce W. Meyer
Motor Vehicle Recycling & Disposal Program
Enc -
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DEPARTMEMT OF EIirVIRONI'IEITTAI QUAI,ITY
P.O" Box 20O90L, Helena, Montana 59520-0901

(405) 444-4400

EIWTRONMEIiI:TAIJ ASSESSMENT (EA)

Divieion,/Bureau: PermiLting & Compliance \ Motor Vehicle Recycling and Disposal
Program

ProJect or Application: Westside Auto, Helena, MT - A proposeci private auto
wrecking facility.

Description of Project: Curt Milledge & Heath Mason \ dba \ Westside Auto, based
in Helena, Montana, has submitted a motor vehicle wrecking facility license to
this department for review. The proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility will be
located in Lewis & Clark County. This faciliLy will be located at Helena, MT.
The 1egal description of the facility is the SEX, SW!A, W gection 22, Township
10 Nort,h, Range 4 West.

BenefitE and Purpoee of Propoeal: Curt Milledge & Heath Mason are proposj-ng to
establish a motor vehicle wrecking facility in Helena, MT. As reguired by the
Motor Vehicle Recycling and Disposal Act, all wrecking facilities must be
shielded from public view. "Public viewrt is defined as any point six (6) feet
above the surface of Ehe center of a public road from which the junk vehicles can
be seen. By obtaining a motor vehicle wrecking facility license, Ehe owners
would be allowed to: (1) Buy, sel1, or deal in four (a) or more vehicles per year
of a tlpe required to be licensed, for the purpose of wrecking,. dismantling,
disassembling, or substantially altering the form of the motor vehicle, (2) Buy
or sell- component parts, in whole or in part, and deal in second-hand junk
vehicles, and (3) Purchase wrecked vehicles from insurance companies. Insurance
companies are required by state law to seL1 junk vehicles only to licensed motor
vehicle wrecking facilities. This business would provide a conrmercial source of
automotive parts which would provide a cost saving to Ehe consumer and wouId
conserve energry and natural resources otherwise used to manufacture new parts.

DescrLpt,l.on and analyals of reagonable alternatsives whenever alternatLvea are
reagonably available and prudent to coneider:

Alternative #1. Not to establish and license a facility at this location.
would limit public accesrs t,o rebuilt cars and trucks.

This

Alternative #2. To establish and license a facility at a location other than
ttre one proposed in the license application. This would require the applicant
to find and acquire by purchase or lease a different parcel of property for the
proposed usage

Alternative #3. To establish and license a facility at the proposed location.



A lietsing and appropriate evaluat,ion of mitsi.gation, etsipulatsione and ot,her
controle enforceable by the ageney or another goverrurent agency: Automotive
fluids must be drained from the vehicles prior to the vehicle being placed in
storage" A11 fluids removed from the vehicles musE be captured over an
impermeable surface, properly containerized, and properly stored for reuse,
recycling, or proper disposal. This is a nranagemenb method intended to alleviate
the potential for groundwater conEamination" This is a license condition
enforceable by the agency.

CFCs (preon) unret not, be released to the environment. This is a federally
enforceable reguirement and is enforced by the U.S. EPA.

Recomendation: N/A

If an EfS le needed, and Lf appropriate, ocplaLn t,he reasong for preparing the
EA: N/A

If an EIS ig noE required, e:qrlain why the EA ie an appropriate level of
analyeie: Based on the information submitted for review with the license
application, it is Lhe preliminary determination of the department that an
Environmental Assessment (EA) will provide an adequate review for this proposal.

other groupE or agencies contacted or which may have overlapping jurisdiction:
Lewis c Clark County Commissioners and the DEQ .Iunk Vehicle Program manager.

Indiwiduals or groupa cont,ributing t,o this EA: Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation; United States Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resource Conservation Service; Montana Hist,orical Society, and State HisEoric
Preservation Office.

EiA prepared by: Bruce W. Meyer

Date: August 25, l-998



POTEIiI]TIAL TUPACT ON PITYSICAL E}iTVIRONMENT

Maj Mod Min None Unkn lFf

1 " Terrestrial and Acruatic Life and Habitat xxx xxx

2. water Quality, Quantity, and Distribut.ion xxx xxx

3. Geology and Soil Quality, Stability and Moisture xxx xxx

4" Vegetation Cover, Quantity and Quality xxx xxx

5. Aesthetics xxx xxx

5. Air Quality xxx

7. Unique, Endangered, Fragile or Limited
Environmental Resources

xxx

6. Demands on Environmental Resources of Vlater, Air,
and Energy

xxx

9. Historical and Archaeological Sites xxx xxx

*Maj = Major,'Mod = Moderate; Min = Minor,'Unkn = Unknown; Att = Attached

CUMULATIVE AND SECONDARY IMPACTS: Upon closure of the facility and removal- of the junk vehicles
the aesEhetics of Lhe site will return to their original state.

POTEMTIAIJ I}TPACT ON HT'MA}T ETiIVIRONMENT

Maj Mod Min None Unkn Atr

1. Social Structure and Mores xxx

2 Cultural Uniqueness and Diversity xxx

3. Local and State Tax tsase and Tax Revenue xxx xxx

4 " Agricultural or fndustrial Production xxx

5. Human Health xxx

6 Access to and QualiLy of Recreational
Wilderness Activities

and xxx

7. QuantiLy and Distribution of Employment xxx xxx

I Distribution of Population xxx

9. Demands for Government Serwices xxx xxx

10. Industrial and Commercial Activities xxx

11. Locally Adopted Environmental- Plans and Goals xxx xxx

*Maj = Major; Mod = Moderate; Min = Minor; Unkn = Unknown; Abt = Attached
CUMULATIVE AllD SECONDARY IMPACTS: N/3



WESTSIDE AIITO . EN\TIRONMENTAI, ASSESSMENT

General Comments

The Montana DeparEment of Environmental Quality licenses and regulates.motor
vehicle wrecking facilities under the authority of the Motor Vehicle Recycling
& Disposal Act (75-10-501, MCA) and Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM

r-7.50.20r_) "

To be eligible for licensing, a proposed wrecking facility must:
1) Be in compliance with all existing zoning ordinances on the date the
license application is submitted to the department.
2) Be capable of being shieLded from view of any existing public road. If
the license application is approved, the applicant must construct all
necessary shielding prior to licensure"
3) Not create any adverse environmental impacts.

The department has made the preliminary determination Ehat the applicant is in
compliance with the existing zoning ordinances as of the date of the submittal
of the application and can effectively shield the proposed facility from all
public roads in the area. The purpose of the Environmental AssessmenE is to
determine if the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility can be established
without posing significant adverse environmental impacts.

Potential Imoacts on Phvsical Environment

1. Terrestrial c aquatic life habit,ats
4. veqetation cover- cruantitv and crualitv

The proposed sice of the wrecking facility is a body shop rented by
the applicants. The specific site is 1"2OBy Spring street, Ilelena, Mf.
The appJ-icants plans to use the body shop for rebuilding wrecked
vehicles. On the north side of the facility is a rental home. On the
south side of the facility is a set of rental storagfe sheds.. On the
west side of the facility is a private residence. On the east side of
the facility is a vacant lot.

The establishment of a mot.or vehicle wrecking facility will trave minor
impact on the area since the body shop has been in business for several
years. The impact by the wrecking facility should not be significant to
the area's ecosystem since the majority of the adjoining lots have already
been developed.



2" Water guality. guantity. and distributiqn

Groundwater in the area is estimated at an average depth of 25 feet. This
groundwater depth was obtained from the well log supplied by the Department
of Natural Resources and Conservation.

Geology and soil guality, Stability. and moisture3.

The soils in the vicinity of the
Resource Conservation Service as
Fluvaguent,ic Hapioborolis series
drained" These soils are on Iow
is 0 to 4 percent. Elevation is
precipitation j-s 10 t,o 1-9 inches.

site are classified by the U.S. NaEural
the Fluvaquentic Hapioborolis series.
consist of very deep, some what poorly

sEream terraces, and botstom lands. Slope
3500 to 4500 feet. The annual
The frost-free season is 90 Eo 120 days.

Waste anti-freeze, gasoline, and lubricating oils contain petroleum
distil-l-ates, heawy met,als, and possibly toxic compounds, if improperly
disposed of, can cause surface and groundwater degradation. The applicant
proposes to properly recycle all of the above-named automotive fluids. Some
lubricating oils and anti-freeze may drip from the vehicles stored at the
facility. This residual dripping is not expected to be significant since
the vehicles will be stored on a concrete floor.

5. Aesthetics

The Lewis & Clark County Commissioners added the following condition to
their resolution of supporE. "There wil-l- be no outside storage of
vehicles, parts, debris or other materials associated with the facility
operation." The body shop will have to store all vehj-cles that met the
definit.ion of a junk vehicle inside their shop. Therefore, the faciliEy
will not, need a fence for shielding the junk vehicles from public view.

"Public viewrr is defined as any point six (6) feet above the s.urface of tshe
cenber of a public road from which the junk vehicles can be seen

Hist.orical and archaeoloqical sites

Ng known historical or archaeological sitses are located witshin the
boundaries of the proposed moEor vehicl-e wrecking facility.

o
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PotenEial Impacts on Human Environment

Local & state tax base & tax revenue
Ouantitv and distribution of emplowment

The establishment of the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility will
provide a source of wrecked motor vehicles and componen! parLs for the body
shop. It may aLso provide a source of used motor vehicles or component
parts for sale to the public. The issuance of a motor vehicle wrecking
faciliEy license will allow the applicant to: (1) Buy, selI, or deal in
four or more vehicles per year of a t)pe required to be licensed for Lhe
purpose of wrecking, dismantling, disassembling, or substantially altering
the form of the motor vehicle, (2) Buy or sell component parts, in whole or
in part, and deal in second-hand moEor vehicle parts, and (3) Purchase
wrecked vehicles from insurance companies. Insurance companies are
required by state law to seIl junk vehicles only to licensed motor vehicle
wrecking yards.

The establishment of a motor vehicle wrecking facilitsy may create an
additional labor requirement and may result in addiEional employmenL. This
employment and the employment requirements for the support services of this
yard may provide a neutral to positive emp)-oyment i-mpact for the communitsy.

Demands for crovernmental services

The issuance of a motor vehicle wrecking facility license will require
administrative and inspection services of the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality and the Lewis & Clark County ,Junk Vehicle Program
personnel.

Locallv adopted environmental plans and qoals

The establishment of a motor vehicle wrecking facility at this location
does DgE conflict with any existing zoning ordinances as. certified by the
Lewis & Clark County Planner.

Effect on AdjoLnLnq Landownerg and Land Ueeg
Other SLte-SpecLfic InformatLon

Information gathered for t,he preparation of this Environmental Assessment
reveals that direct,ly adjacent to the proposed locaLion is homes, storage
units and vacant loEs. The location of this wrecking facility should have
minor or no impact on the adjoining landowners and land uses.
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