
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

MARC RACICOT, GOVERNOR

{406'' 444-2544

ATE MONTANA
PO BOX 200e01

HELENA, MONTANA 5952&0901

October 16, 1998

To \Mom lt May Concern:

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEO) has prepared the following
EnvironmentalAssessment as required by law in ARM 16.2.626(2) and ARM 16.2.628(2).
This project involves removing all existing underground storage tanks and piping, and
installing two double-walled jacketed underground storage tanks with double-wall flex piping
at Highway 212 and Eaton Streets in Cooke City, MT.

The DEQ prepares EnvironmentalAssessments to inform interested government agencies,
public groups, or individuals of a proposed action and to determine whether or not the action
may have a significant effect on the human or natural environment. This Environmental
Assessment will be circulated for seven (7) days. After the seven-day comment period, DEQ
will decide what action to take regarding this permit.

tf you care to comment on this proposed action, please write or call the Remediation Division
by October 22, 1998. Our telephone number is 406444-1420 and our mailing address is
P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT, 59620-0901.

Sincerely,
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Environmental Engineer Specialist

cc: Environmental Assessment

,AN EOUAL OPPOFTUNITY EMPLOYER"
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October t6, 1998

O/o NAITIE: Bear Claw Sinclair FACILITY NO: 34-10045

PERMIT NO: 99-032L DATE OF APPLICATTON: L0/L3l98

PERSON PREPARING EA: ,Ieff Tobin, Env. Eng. Spec. COUlftY: Park

LOCATION: Eaton Street and Highway 2J-2 Cooke Cit,y, MT

FACILITY NA!18: Bear CIaw Sinclair EA COMPLETED: LO/tS/9e

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION: Remove all existing underground storage tanks and
piping, and install two double-waIl jacketed underground tanks with double-waIl
flex pipe.

DESCRIPTION OF TIIE BENEFITS AIiID PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION: Comply with
December 1998 requirements and rebuild entire facility (building and tanks)
better serve the community.

tn

A:
B:
C:

Significant Unavoidable Impacts
Insignificant as a resulL of condit,ioned mitigation
Insignificant, as proposed

POTEI{TIA! IMPACTS

A B LONG

TERM
SHORT
TERM

AtIPLIFf CATION

PI{YSICAL ENVTRONME}M

1. TOPOGRAPIIY: Are there
unusual geologic features?
will the surface features
be changed?

x No significant impacts.
Location is currently a
gasoline and convenience
store in a developed
area.

2. GEOLOGY AI{D SOIL
OUALITY. STABILITY AND
MOISTURE: Are fragile,
compactible or unstable
soils present,? Are there
special reclamation
considerations?

x No significant impact,s
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October 998

POTENTIAI. IUPAETg

A B c LONG

TERM
SHORT
TERM

AI4PLIFICATION

3. WATER OUALITY.
OUAI TITY AND DISTRIBIITION

x x Ground water estimated
2tt below surface.
Doub1e-wall tanks and
piping should contain
and detects releases
before serious damage to
the envi-ronment. LittLe
probability of tank
float out at this depth
tso ground water.

Are important surface or
groundwater resourceg
present? Is there
potential for violation of
ambient water quality
standards, drinking watser
maximum contaminant
Ievels, or degradation of
water quality?

4. AIR OUAIITY: Will
pollutants or particulate
be produced? Is the
project influenced by air
guality regulat,ions or
zones (Class I airshed) ?

x Natural air currents and
vent pipes will
dissipate hydrocarbon
vapors to a safe Ievel.
No sigmificant impact.

5. DEI,IANDS ON

ENVIRONMEIiTTAL RESOURCES OF
I,AND. WATER, ATR OR EN-
ERGY: Will the project
use resources that are
limited in the area? Are
there other activities
nearby that will affect
the project?

x No significant impact.

6. TMPACTS ON OTHER

EI.IVIRONME}iTIAI RESOURCES :
Are there other studies,
plans or projects on this
tract?

x None known.

7 . TERRESTRIAL. AVIA}I,
AND AOUATIC LIFE A}ID

SAEIIAIIS.: Is there
substant,ial use of the
area by important
wildlife, birds or fish?

x Minimal change from
existing.

8. VEGETATION COVER.

W:
WiIl vegetatsive
communities be permanently
alEered? Are any rare
plants or cover tsypes
present?

x No significant impact.
Facility is and will be
primarily concrete,
asphalts, or compact,ed
road mix.
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PqtE|T!r& n|Ptqts
A B c IONG

TBRM
SHORT
TERM

AMPI,IFICATION

9. I'|IIOT'8. ENDAIIGIRED.
FRACTLE ON, LIliIrED
ENVIROI{MErFAI RESdIILQES :
Are any federally lLsted
threatened or cndangercd
epeclee or ldentifl.ed
habitat present? Any wet-
landa? Any specieg of
special coacern?

x None knowrr. llo
sigmif icanE irnpact.

10. RISTOnICjAL AND
ARCIIEOIff9ICAL SITE: Are
any bistorical,
archeologLcal or paleo-
ntological rcsourccg
prceent?

x None knowrr. No
sigmificant Lrqract.

11. ABSTFIrCS: Is the
project on a prominent
topographleal feature?
will ir be vibible f,rqn
populated or rccnLc areas?
Itlll tbere be excegshrc
noise, ligbt or odors?

x Businesg will be vielble
from the roadway and
adJoining propgrtLea.
Noise, light, and odorg
will be tytrlical for a
medium gized convenl.ence
atore witb fuel sales.

L2. AGIR.ICIILTIIRE: 1f111 gr-
azing lands, irrl.gation
watera or crop production
be affected?

x No significant irqract.
Area is eurrently
developed.

EUilrf, lnEBmT
1. SOEIAL STRUC:NNES AND
MoR"ES: Is gome dienrption
of native or tradit,ional
lifestyles or cotumrDltlee
poesLble?

x Itone knowrr. ![o
sigmifJ.cant inpact.

2. CttLTnRA+ tnrronENESS
AND DI\/ERllIff: Will the
action cauas a ghift in
eome unigue quallty of the
area?

x None $q)ected. No
sigmificant, inpact.

3. DENSIIT AND
DISTRTBUTION OF POPI'I,ATIOII
AIID FOUSIMI: lfill the
project, add to the
populat,ion and reguire
additional houal.ng?

x None s(pected. No
sigmif,icant impact.
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POTEITTIAI. IIiPACTS

A B c LONG
TERM

SHORT
TERM

AIVTPLIFICATION

4. HUMAN HEAITH & SAFETY:
will this project add to
health and safet,y risks j_n

the area?

x Natural air currents and
tank vents should
dissipat,e the
hydrocarbon vapors to a
safe leve1. Leak
detection eguipment
should detect releases
before serious health or
safety problems occur.

5. COMMT]NITY & PERSONAL
INCOME: will bhe facility
generate or degrade
income?

x Improvement to the
facility should increase
volume and inbome.

5. OUAIiMITY AI{D
DTSTRIBUTTON OF
EMPLOY.IvIEIiflI: Will the
project create, move or
eliminate jobs? If so,
estimate number.

x Minimal change from
existing.

7 . LOCAL AI{D STATE TAX
BASE REVENUES: Will the
project, create or
eli-minate Uax revenue?

x Improvement to t.he
facility will increase
it's value and t,herefore
increase it's taxes.

8. DEI4AND FOR GOVERNMENT
SERVICES: Will
substsantial traffic be
added to existing roads?
Will other services (fire
protection, police,
schools, etc.) be needed?

x Minimal change from
exist,ing. No
significanE impact.

9. INDUSTRTAL. COMMERCIAL
AI{D AGRTCI,'LTURAL
ACTIVITIES ATiID PRODUCTION:
WilL the project add to or
alter these activities?

x No signif icant, impact.s.
Area is currentlv
developed.

1_0. ACCESS TO At{D OUALTTY
OF RECREATIONAL A}ID
WTLDERNESS ACTTVITIES :

Are wilderness or
recreational areas nearby
or accessed t,hrough this
t.ract? Is there
recreat, j.ona1 pot,ential
within the t,ract?

x Recreational or
wilderness areas are not
accessed t,hrough t,his
propert,y.
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DqtEmrrl| IttPrgtg
A B c IONG

TERM
SIIORT
TERM

AMPLIFICATTON

11. AESITIIETICS: Ia The
proJect on a promlncnt
topograpbicel f,caturc?
will tt be viglblc frqn
populated or gcenlc areaa?
Will thcrc bc exccggive
nolec, llght or odorg?

x Buslnesg will be vielble
fronr the roadway and
adJolning properties.
lloiee, lighE, and odorg
will be tlpical for a
medium aized convenience
store yith fuel galeg.

12. Iff,AI,LY ADOPTED
EAI TRONIIIEIIIIAI, DI,TNg .END

GOAJ,S: Are there Etate,
county, cl.ty, IrgFg, Btrll,
trl.bal, etcj, zmJ.ng or
ma[rg€nent plana ln
sf,fect?

x Iocal offl.cials bave not
acpressed any concerrut
over thie project.

13. TR.lNSDoRlATIolt: lfill
the proJcct af,fect loca1
tranaportation networke
and traffic flowe?

x lso sigmLficant Lnqnet.

PIIBtrc ilfilolVBl{EllT: Etre olrly ptrbltc Lnrrolvement r an aware of iE this envLronncntal
asEeaameat

AL?ERIIATIVES COIISIDERE: gbut doun busLnssg. Single-wal} tanlcs are 1ees coatly butprovlde leaa protcctLon to the environment.

coItlPLr.Al[cE s?Arus: Itria proJeeE, aa permitted, will be in compliance witb the usTregrulatLons. lte f,acl'llty trust, however, be operated and maintained in accordancewith thc IIST :nrleg and rcgrulatl.oae.

' REeOrMttrmifnrrIONS eOl[eERl["rE DIIr?PTR]'FION OF ar{ EfS: Not neqessary at this level ofdisturbance.

orHER GeouPs oR AclElrerEs eormAerED oR. wHrerl MAy HA\IE o\/ERrJ[pprNg JuRrsprgrroN: FirePrevention and ravestigation Bureau regulates above ground conq)onents.

FiIDfVTDIIAI-9 OR GROTDS CtrtTtlfBtlflllG TO THIS EA: The Eank contractor, personal
knowledge of the area, local zoning officiale, and Ehe facility owner.

cc: Dinector
Dlvigion AdminietraEor




