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Environmental Quality Council, Capital Complex, Helena, MT 59620
Paul Sihler, Fish, Wild1ife, & Parks, t42O E Sixth Avenue, Hel-ena, MT 59620
Documents Section, State Library, Capital Complex, He1ena, MT 59620
Dept" of Transportation, Larry ,fohns, Land Section, Right-of-Way Bureau,
Helena, MT 59620

T,ed i ac rnA a:ant- laman.

Pursuant, tso the Administ.rative Rules of Montana, 1-7.4.609, the following
Environmental Assessment has been prepared by the Department of Environment,al
Quality concerning Ronald D and Loretta A MiL1er \ dba \ creen Meadow Auto
Salwage fnc a motor vehicle wrecking facilj-ty.

The purpose of the Environmental Assessment is to inform all interested
g'overnmental agencies, public groups or individuals of the proposed action and
to determine whether or not the action may have a significant, effect on the
human environmenL. This Environmental- Assessment will be circulated for a
perj-od of thirty (30) daye at vrhich time a deci-sion will be made as to our
future action.

rf you care to comment on this proposed action, please do so within Ehe
allot,t,ed time.

Si nacra'l rrv.^.vv- v4] ,

Bruce W. Meyer
MoEor Vehicle Recycling & Disposal Program
.E;nc.
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DEPARTMEMT OF EN\TIRONMEMTAT QUALITY
P.O. Box 20090L, Helena, Montana 59520-0901

(406) 444-4400

EN\IIRONI{ENTAI, ASSESSME}flT (EA)

Diwision,/Bureau: Permitting & compliance \ Motor Vehicle Recycling and Disposal
Program

Helena, MT A proposedProjects or Application: Green Meadow Auto Salvage Inc,
private auto wrecking facility.

Descriptsion of Projects: Ronald D and Loretta A Miller \
Salvage fnc, based in He1ena, MonEana, has submitted a
facility l-icense tso this department for review. The
wrecking facility expaneion wilL be situated in Lewis
Green Meadow Dr, Helena, MT. The legal description of the
Township 11 North, Range 4 West.

dba \ Green Meadow Auto
moLor vehicle wrecking

proposed motor vehicle
& Clark County at 731-3

facility is Section 24,

Benefit,e and PurpoEe of Proposal: Ronald D and LoreLta A Miller are proposing to
expand an establ-ished motor vehicle wrecking facility in HeLena, MT. As required
by the Motor Vehicle Recycling and Disposal Act, all wrecking facilities must be
shielded from public view. "Public view" is defined as any point six (6) feet
above the surface of the center of a public road from which the junk vehicles can
be seen. By expanding t,he present moLor vehicle wrecking facility, the MiIIers
would be allowed to: (1) Buy, seII, or deaL in four (4) or more vehicfes per year
of a tlpe required t,o be licensed, for the purpose of wrecking, dismantling,
disassembling, or substantially altering the form of the motor wehicle, (2) Buy
or se1l component parts, in whole or in part, and deal in secondhand junk
vehicles, and (3) Purchase wrecked vehicles from insurance companies. Insurance
companies are reguireC by statse law to seJ-J- junk vehicles only to licensed mctcr
vehicle wrecking facilities. This business would provide a commercial source of
automotive parts which would provide a cost saving to the consumer and would
conserve energy and natural resources otherwise used to manufacture nerrr parts.

Description and analysis of reaEonable alt,ernaEives whenever alternatives are
reaeonably available and prudent to coneider:

Alternative #l-. Green Meadow Auto Salvage Inc j-s presently a licensed motor
vehicle wrecking facility and alternative #r would be to not license Ehe
expansion of their facility.

AlLernative #2. creen Meadow Auto Salvage Inc is presently a licensed motor
vehicle wrecking facility and alternative #2 would be to license the expansion
of their facility.



A lieting and appropriat,e evaluatsion of mitigation, st,ipulations and otsher
controls enforceable by the agfency or anoEher governnenE agency: Automotive
fluids must be drained from the vehicles prior to the vehicLe being placed in
storage. A11 fluj-ds removed from the vehicles must be captured over an
impermeable surface, properly containerlzed, and properly stored for reuse,
recycling, or proper disposal. This is a management method intended to aLleviate
the potential for groundwater contamination. This is a license condition
enforceable by the agency.

CFCs (Freon) must not, be released to the environment
enforceable regui-remenL and is enforced by the U.S. EPA.

Recomnrendation: N,r'A

This is a federally

If an EIS is needed, and if appropriate, explain lhe reasons for preparing the
EA: N/A

If an EIS is not required, oq>Iain why the EA ie an appropriaEe level of
analysis: Based on the information submitted for review wit,h the license
application, it is the preliminary determination of the department that an
Environmenta] Assessment (EA) will provide an adequate review for this proposal.

Otsher groupe or agencies conlacted or which nay have overlapping jurisdiction:
Lewis c Clark County Commissioners and the DEQ ,Junk Vehicle Program manager.

Indj-viduals or groups contributing to thie EA: Montana DeparEment of Natural
Resources and Conservation; United States Department of Agriculture, Natura]
Resource conservation Service; Montana Historical Society, and State Historic
Preservation Office.

EA prepared by: Bruce W. Meyer

Date: November 1-0, l-998



POTE}CTIAL IMPACT ON PHYSICAIJ E}{VIRONMEMT

Maj Mod Min None Unkn lfts

1. Terrestrial and Acruatic Life and Habitat xxx XXX

2. water Quality, Quantity, and Distribution xxx xxx

3. Geology and Soil Qual-ity, Stability and Moisture xxx xxx

4 " Vegetation Cover, Quantity and Quality xxx xxx

5 " AesLhetics xxx xxx

6. Air Quality xxx

7. Unigue, Endangered, Fragile or Limited
Environmental Resources

xxx

8. Demands on Environmental Resources of Water, Air,
and Energy

xxx

9. Historical and Archaeoloqical Si-tes xxx

Y.Maj = Major; Mod = Moderate,'Mi-n = Minor; Unkn = Unknown; Att = Attached

CUMULATIVE AND SECONDARY IMPACTS: Upon closure of the facility and removal of the junk vehicles
the aesthetics of the site will return to their original state.

POTEMTIAL TMPACT ON HT'MAN ETWIRONMEN:T

Maj Mod Min None Unkn

L. Social Structure and Mores xxx

2 " Culturaf Uniqueness and Diversity xxx

3 Local and State Tax Base and Tax Revenue xxx xxx

4. Agricultural or Industrial Production xxx

5. Human Health xxx

o Access tso and Quality of Recreational and
Wilderness Activities

xxx

Quantity and Distribution of Employment xxx xxx

I Distribution of Population xxx

9. Demands for Government Services xxx xxx

l-0. IndusErial and Commercial Activities xxx

1l-. Locally Adopted Environmental Plans and Goals xxx xxx

*Maj = Major; Mod = Moderate; Min = Minor; Unkn = Unknown; Atst = Attached
CUIVIIJIJATIVE AND SECONDARY IMPACTS: N/A



GREEN MEA.DOW AI]:TO SALVAGE INC EIWIRON}'EITTAL AS SES SME}flT

General Comments

The Montana Department of Environmentat Quality 1j-censes and regulates moLor
vehicle wrecking faciLities under the authoriuy of Ehe Motor Vehicle Recycling
& Disposal Act (75-10-501, MCA) and Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM

17.50 .20r) .

To be eligible for licensing, a proposed wrecking faci-lity must:
l-) Be in compliance with all existing zoning ordinances on the date the
license application is submitted to the department.
2) Be capable of being shielded from view of any existing public road. rf
the license applicaEion is approved, the applicant must construct al1
necessary shielding prior to licensure.
3) Not create any adverse environmenE,al impacts.

The department has made the preliminary determination that the applicant is in
compliance with the existing zoning ordinances as of the daLe of the submitEal
of the applicaLion and can effectively shield the proposed facility from alI
public roads in the area" The purpose of the Environmental Assessment is to
determine if the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facitity expansion can be
established withouts posing signj-ficant adverse environmental impacts.

Potential fmpacts on Physical Environment

l-" Terrestrial & acruatic life habitats
4. Vegetat.ion cover. quantitv and cruality

The proposed site of the wrecking facility is a 5 acre Iot owned by the
applicant. The specific site is on 7313 Green Meadow Dr, Helena, MT. The
applicant plans to use the 6 acre lot for the expanEion of the wrecking
facility. This property is surrounded on a1l sides by other lots with
residents. This location would serve as habitat for birds and sma1l mammals.

The erqpaneion of a motor vehicle wrecking facility will disturb and displace a
minor portion of the vegetation and wildlife habitat within the proposed
location. This lot has been vacant for many years. The impact by the wrecking
facility expansion should not be significant to the area's ecosystem since the
majority of the adjoining lots have already been developed.

Water quaLity. guantity. and distribution

Groundwater in the area is estimated at
groundwater depth was obtained from t,he
Natural Resources and Conservation.

an averag'e depth of
well 1og supplied by

76 feet. This
the Department of



Geoloqy and soil quality. stability" and moisture

The soils in the vicinity of the site are classified by the U. S. NaturaL
Resource Conservation Service as the Scravo gravelly loam series. They
consist of wery deep, well--drained soils that formed in aIluwium. Slope is
O to 2 percent. Elevation is 3500 Uo 4000 feet. The annual precipitation
is 10 to 14 inches. The frost-free season is 105 to 120 davs.

waste anti-freeze, gasoline, and lubricating oils contain petroleum
distillates, heawy metals, and possibly toxic compounds, if improperly
disposed of, can cause surface and groundwaEer degradation. The applicant
already removes and recycles all of the above-named auEomotive fluids prior
to storing the vehicles at the proposed expansion site " Some lubricating
oils and anti-freeze may drip from the vehicles stored at the faciliEy.
This residual dripping is notr expected to be significant or result in heawy
soil accumulations.

R Aaqf hol- i nq

The applicant proposes to use an I foot wooden fence to shield the
expansion of the facility from public view. The wooden fence will be of
the same tlpe and construclion of the shiel-d already in p1ace. An onsite
evaLuation by department personnel determined that the shielding will be
adeguate to meet the requirements of the Motor Vehicle Recycling c Disposal

"Public vj-ewrr is defj-ned as any point six (6) feet above the surface of the
center of a public road from which Ehe junk vehicles can be seen.

Histori-ca1 and archaeoloqical sites

No known historical or archaeological sites are located within the
boundaries of the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility.



3.
7.

Potential Impacts on Human Environment

Local & staLe tax base & tax revenue
Ouantity and distribut.ion of emplorrment

The expansion of t.he proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility may provide
an addibional source of used motor vehicles or component parLs for sale to
Ehe public. The expansion of a motor vehicle wrecking facility will a1low
the applicant to expand on: (1) Buying, selling, or deal-ing in four or more
vehicles per year of a type required to be licensed for the purpose of
wrecking, dismantling, disassembling, or substantially altering the form of
the motor vehicle; (2) Buying or selling component parts, in whole or in
part, and deal in second-hand. motor vehicLe parts; and (3) Purchase wrecked
vehicles from insurance companies. Insurance companies are required by
state ]aw to seIl junk vehicles only to licensed motor vehicle wrecking
yards 

"

The expansion of a motor vehicle wrecking facility may create an addj-tional
labor requirement and may result in additional employment. This emplo).ment
and the employment requirements for the support services of this yard may
provide a neutral to positive employment impact for the community.

Demands for go*ernmental services

The motor vehicle wrecking facility expangion may require administrative
and inspection services of the Montrana Department of Environm'ental Quality
and the Lewi.s Clark County ,Junk Vehicle Program personnel .

L1. Locallv adopted environmental nlans and qoals

The expansion of a motor vetricl-e wrecking facility at this locatsion does
EqE conflict with any exist,ing zoning ordinances as certified by bhe Lewis
& Clark County Planner.

Effect on Adioininq LandownerE and Land Ueee
Otsher Site-Specific Inforsration

Information gathered for the preparation of this Environmental Assessment
reveals that directly adjacent to the proposed l-ocation are smal1 lots or
small- parcels of property with resid.ents. The location of this wreckingr
facility e:q>ansion should have minor or E9 impact on the adjoining landowners
and land uses.




