
DRAFT
M EPA/N EPA/H 8495 CH ECKLIST

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Proposed State Action Construct new boat ramp and approach loop. stabilize
substrate at toe of existing boat ramp. extend parking area. construct rock vein upstream
of existing boat ramp (rock vein not cunently funded).

2. Agency Authority for thq Proposed Action The 1977 Montana Legislature enacted
statute 87-1€05 which directs Fish. Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) to acguire. develop and
oPerate a system of fishing accesses. The legislature established an earmarked funding
account to ensure that this function would be accomplished.

3. Name of Proiect Bighom Fishing Access Site New Boat Ramp Construction. Reoair of
Existing Boat Ramp. Parking Extension. and Future Rock Vein Installation.

4. Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency)
MFWP Sponsored

5. lf Applicable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date Fall. 1 998
Estimated Completion Date Fall. 1998
Cunent Status of Project Design (% complete)

Planning Design 100% complete (see attached site map with proposed actions)
Engineering Design 0olo complete

Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township)

Bighom Fishing Access Site (FAS), 27 miles south of Hardin on Highway 313, Bighom
County, Montana, T05S, R32E, Sections 8 and 9. Totalsite acreage=ZA.qq acres

Proiect Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are
currently:
(a) Developed:

residential .. _acres
industrial acres

(b) Open SpaceMoodlands/
Recreation ..<1 acre

(c) Wetlands/Riparian
Areas <1 acre

7.

(d) Floodplain . . Sl_ acres

(e) Productive:
inigatedcropland .. _acres
drycropland . _acres
forestry _ acres
rangeland acres
other acres
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8. Map/site plan: attach an originalS 112" x l{" or larger section of the most recent
USGS 7.5'series topographic rnap showing the locatibn and boundarles of the area
that would be affected by the proposed action. A different map scale may be
substit'lbd if more appropriab or if required by agency rule. lf avaiiablen a site plan
should also be attached.
Location map and site plan attached.

Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits and
Purpose of the Proposed Action.

The proposed action will construct a new boat ramp (24' x 50') and approach loop
providing vehicle access to the ramp. The concrete ramp will be framed and poured to the
watefs edge. Three 8'x2A'sections of concrete block'cable ramp" will be installed with
washed gravel below water line. Three additional sections of cable ramp will be installed
at the base of the existing boat ramp to help stabilize the substrate. The rock vein will be
constructed upstream from the existing ramp and extend approximately 20' from the
southeast bank. The top of the vein will be near water surface'level at ba-se flow (2000-
2500 cubic feet per second or cfs). Material will consist of Class I rip rap from the county
highway department quarry. All construction will occur during the time of lowest water
!9y"lt (fall-or early spring). The parking area will be slightly increased near the new ramp.
Please refer to the attached site plan (Attachment 3).

An estimated 6&'70 vehicles/day enter Bighom FAS during the peak season, with the vast
majon$ of these involved in boating activities. Site users have made numerous requests
to MFIA/P for a second ramp due to the high visitation and because the existing ramp does
not safely accornmodate users during high water. The second ramp will bJlocated in a
more sheltered area, angled downstream and slighily cut into the bankto alleviate hazards
during high water use. lt will disburse site visitors, which will reduce vehicle and boat
congestion during loading and unloading. The cable ramp installed adjacent to the existing
ramp will reduce damage to trailers and vehicles as wellas substrate degradation.

The rock vein will direci fiow away from ihe bank, ihus creaiing a small 'back water aiea'
sunounding the existing rarnp. This rviil reduce the pcssibilig of accidents caused primarily
during high waierwhen ihe end of ihe iamp is exposed tc stiong curent. Tiie vein's iolv
profile will allow relatively safe passage cver it during average (SSOO cfs) or higher flows.
The rock r;ein may be insialled in the fuiure, if moie funding becomes lvailabie.
Approximately $10,000 additionalfunding is needed tc installthe vein.
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10. Listing of any other Local, Stab or Federal agency that has overlapplng or addltional
jurisdiction.

(a) Fermits:

Bighom County

(b) Funding:

404 Permit
124 Permit

Weed Permit

Water Qualitv Burei
Corps of Enjineers
MFWP

Fall
Fall
Fall

1998
1998
1998
1998

Sq?l,qylFme ,,, = FundingAmount
oo

(c) Other Overlapping orAdditional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

esponsibilitv
State Historical Preservation Office
crow Indian Reservation contractor Hiring preferences

11. Listof Agencies Gonsulted During Preparation of the EA:

MFWP - Fisheries Division
Design and Construction Division
Parks Division



> a. Soil instability or changes in geologic substuctrre?

b. Disruption, displacement erosion, compaction, moisture
loss, or over-@vering of soil which would reduce

> c. Destruction, cov-ering or modification of any unique

d. Changes in siltation, deposition or erosion oattems thal
may modify the ctrannel of a river or sbeam o1r tre bed or
shore of a lake?

e. Erpcure of people or property to earthquakes.
landslides, ground failure, orothilr natural h"ard?

1.I.AND RESOURCES
V'illth" 

proposed action result in:

Nanative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of nanative if needed):

1a. No changes to the soil stability or geologic substructure are anticipated.

1b. Soil will be removed (and used for road fill on site) for construction of the new ramp, approach loop, and parkinq extension.
Due to $e close profimrty of the neur Emp in relation to 6e existing roads, soil Oisruption driO iisptaiemer[i wiifUE mili-#i. -'Milii
ot tne areded are€l is qf^$ly_qtryrbed by vehicularffiic overflo,ving the exisling facilities. Afier construction, native g6ss seed
will be planted as per specifiAations to reiluce possibilities of erosioi adjacent t6 tne new ramp.

1c. No unique geologic or physical features witl be altered with this project.

Bank excavation to installthe new boat raryp.may result in mlngr and temporary amounts of deposition and erosion. The
,rcrete cable ramps will

will not be significantly by the proposed actions.

Indude a narrative oplanation under Part lll desoibing the scope and level of impact lf the impacl is unknoran, oplain why the unknorvn impacl has not
or can not be evaluated.
Include a nanative description addressing frre items identified in 12.8.60r1-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
lnclude a discussion about the issue in ihe EA nanative and include documentation if itwill be useful.

4

:rete cable t:tmps will help stabilize the substnate d tne base of the ramos.
The_.r-ock vein is dgsigned to slightly tum the water auray from the bank to t
The rock vein is dgsigned to slightly tum the water autay from the bank io protect the existing boat ramp. Consequenilv the

tatater will "bounce" back to the bank fartfier dor'nrstlgm, possiUly qlFing minor bank erosion. Soffie aggraddiion anO O&raciitii.fn

profile of the.vein. lt is expected that the change in urater direction will also help
will not be siqnificantlv aliered bv the orooosEd actions-

( erosion. Some aggradation and degradation
uld be minimal and short-lived due tb the low
the boat ramp clean of silt. The river channel

will occur on each side of the vein due to altered florv'vectors'. This iistabilitv snouiO-Oe min6;i-a;Elnort-livLO'[u; t6thJ6il
pt$lqS{'_e.vq* lt.is expected that the change in urater direc{ion will also help keep the boat ramp ctean otlitt. inJriveicliJnnii

n
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2. AIR

Willthe proposed action result in:

a. Emission of air pollutranb or deterioration of ambbnt

b. Creation of objeciionable odors?

c. AlFration of air movenent moisfurc, or bmperatlre
palpms-oI any change in climab, either locally or

d. Adverse effiects on vegetation, includinq croos. due to
increased emissions of oollutants?

will the proiect result in anv
lic{ with lederal or state air quality

Nanative Desoiption and Evaluation of tre CumdaWe and Secondary Efiects on Air Resources (Athch additional pages of nanative if needed):

2a. Some minor and tenrporary amounts of du$ ntry b generated during s<carration for the nevy boat ramp, apprcach looo. Darkino
extension, and grading forsr.rnounding landscaping- 

-Renrbval 
of vegetati6n surrounding tne pro;ectftli6Jttmit[O to ;1;ifii5Aii'sl:

q

-v
;.

lndu& a narrative eplanation under Part lll desaibing he scope and level of impact lf the impacf is unknotn, oglain why ffre unknom impact has not
or can not be evaluabd.
Include a nanatirre description addressing the ibrns identifred in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Debrmine whe$er the described irnpact may result and respond on tre cfrecklist Describe any minor or pobntially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about tre issue in fre EA nanative and indude doqlmentation if it will be usefirl.
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3. WATER

YUill the proposed action result in:

IMPACT*
Can lmoacL

Be MitQated*
Comment

lndo<Unkno,rrns None Minor+ Pobntiallv
Sionifir:arir

7a. Discharge into surfae water or any alteration of surface
waterquality including but not limibd to-bmperature, dissolved
oxyqen orfurbiditv?

X yes 3a.

!.,9j,SfuT,lp.jrainase 
pattems or the rate and amount of X yes 3b.

c. Albration of the course or magnifude of flood urabr or other
floua? X

d. Changes in fte amount of surface water in any waler body
or creation of a nsar water bodv?

X

e. E:posure of people or property to wabr rel#d he-ards
such as floodinq? X

(nedaliF-)
X

/mqifir
yes 3e.

f. Changes in tte qualig of groundurabr? X
g. Changes in the quantity of groundrrater? X

h. Increase in risk of contamination of surface or gmundrrabr? X

i. Effecb on any existing watrar right or reservation? X

i. Effects on other water users as a result of anv alteraton in
surface or qroundvyatrer qualitv? X

k. Effects on ofrer users as a result of any alteration in surface
or qroundvvater quantifu ?

X

L *|WD=,{, will the. project affeci a designated
floodplain? (Also see 3c)

N/A

f1'"lffi9"9*'#1ffi flfffi ffi 
'"#'i'1lI'XE$ffi 

Y"* N/A

n. Othen N/A

Narrative Description and Evaluation sf the Cumulative and Secondary Effecb on Wabr Reources (Atbch additional pagres of nanative ff needed):

3a. Excavation required by-lhe project will jncrease turbidity during construc'tion of the new ramp. Measures will be specified in
the.conhact to mitigate the effect on the surface water quality. Placement of the cable ramps and rock vein will 6;use iemporary
and insignificant amounts of turbidity as well. The rock vein placement will cause a certain amount of turbidity, but will be limitel
to the time of construction (less than a day). Construction of the proposed projects will during periods of lorvest uater levels.

3b- A sfight increase in surface runoff will occur due to the increase in impervious area associated with the new boat mmp,
approach loop and parking extension. Proper construcfion and grading will minimize the affects on u/Erter quality or possibie
erosion.

3e. The rock vein will create a bachn/ater area around the existing boat ramp, therefore reducing the possibility of accidents
occuring when people take out or launch their boats in high urater.

The vein ibelf muld.be a $ight hryard if boaters float over the vein during periods of extreme lor raater (less than 2500 cfs).
This impact is expected to be minor due to seveftrl items: (1) average river flirrrs are 3500 cfs wtrich urcud altoirr safe passage
gver tfE vein; (2) peflods of loar raater (belou 2500 cfs) seldom occu6 (3) the majority of floaters are accompanied by guibes wfro
float.fte river regularly and vrould be anare of the tmrd to avoid it if necessary; (4) 6cal signing could help bution tioaters of the
vein's presence.

Indude a narrdive oghnation under Part lll desoibing $re scope and lerrel of impact lf tre impact is unknorn, oplain wtry the unknornn impact has not
or can not be e\raluaEd.
lndude a nanative description addressing the ibns Hentified in 12.8.60a-1a (ARM)
DeGrmine whettrer the described irnpac{ nny result and respond on the cfiecklist Desoibe any minor or poEntially significant impacts.
lndude a discussion aboutthe issue in the EA nanative and indu& doomentalion if itwill be dseful.
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4. VEGETATION

Willthe proposed action result in:

IMPACT*
Can lmpact

"if"*"
Comment

Indo<Unknown* None Minor+
Potentially
Slonificant

!"n"nn", in Ure diversity, productivity or abundance of
plant species (induding tees, shrubs, grass, crops, and
aquatic planb)?

X yes 4a.

b. Altenation of a plant community? X

c. Adverse effects on any unique, rare, hreabned, or
endanqered species?

X

d. Redudion in acreage or produdivity of any agricultur:al
land?

X

e. Establishment or spread of no<ious weeds? X yes 4e.
f. aaFoLE&'D-J, will the projec{ affect weflands, or prime
and unique farmland?

NUA

g. Othec N/A

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Efiects on Land Reources (Athch additional pages of nanative if needed);

4a: The majonty of the ara atrected { this proposal has previously been altered due to high recreational use. These actions will
help focus users to devdo@ areas. Construction of the neu/ ramp, approach loop, and pJ*ing extension will require removal of
plant species in the immediate arca. Most of these are native grass species. Construction phnJwill specifo saving trees on either
side.of .!te neur namp. Vehides are cunertly ddving over are that will be the approach loop and extenOeO parfing'area. The nevv
rmd delineation will help contain vehides to OesigiateO roads, minimizing impdr&s to the sunounding vegetation.-Vegetation mjy
be removed or temporarily crushed by equipment and construction material in a nanovrr area along tnJbanf to alloil installation
of the rcck vein. All disrupted areas will be seeded with native gmsses to help mitigate the effects6f construction.

- ltr di+ryq during the excavation forthe nerrrfacilities become prone to the establishment of noxious weeds. Native grass
lEd will be planted at the condusion of the proj,ect to re-vegefate tF $te and to reduce the establishment of noxious weeO spiies.

In.addition, ongoing weed control efforts (mechanical and chemical) will target disturbed areas until adequate ground cover has
retumed.

Indude a nanative oglanation under Part lll desoibing $e scope and level of impact lf tre impact is unknorn, oplain why fie unknovyn impact has not
or can not be evaluated,
Indude a nanative description addressing the ibrns identified in 12.8.6O4-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described imFct rnay rcsult and rspond on the cfrecklist Desoibe any minor or pobnthlly significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA nanative and include docunentation if it will be useful.

7
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> 5. FISH/VVILDLIFE

Willthe proposed action result in:

IMPACf
Can lmpact

Be
Mitigated*

Comnent
IndexUnknown+ None Minor+ Potentially

Shnificant

I O"erioration of critical frsh or wildlife habitat? X
b. Changes in the diversity or abundance of game animals or
bird soecies?

X

c. Changes in fie diversity or abundance of nongame species? X yes 5c.
d. lntroduction of ner,v species into an area? X

e. Creation of a banier to frre migration or mwement of
animals?

X

f. Advese effects on any unique, rare, threabned, or
endanqerd species?

X

g. lncrease in conditions ttrat stress wildlife populations or limit
abundance (including harassmen( legal or illegal harvest or
other human activitv)?

X

h.*Et P-RyD-J, will the project be perfonrred in any area in

!'ltl!h T&E species are present, and wilt fre project #fect any
T&E species or their habitat? (Also see 5fl

t\UA

i i&LP-RyD.J, will he project introduce or ogort any species
not presently or historically occuning in the receiving location?
(Also see 5d)

N/A

j. Oher N/A

Narnative Desoiption and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Atbch additional pages of nanative if needed):

fe leas pV t1e proposed actions curently receive intense vehicular pressure. The addition of the proposed actions to

- 
site are oQected to have a very srnall impact on the area fish and wildtife. No knomr threatened or endangerd species inhabit

the site.

5c. Due to the excavation of vegetative habitat for the construction of the proposed facilities, minor displacement of small,
tenestrial, non{ame animals and bird species may occur. Construction specifications will ensure that vegetation removat will be
kept to a minimum.

lndude a nanative erplanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact lf he impact is unknorn, explain why he unknorn impact has not
or can not be evaluabd.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the ibms ldeniified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Debrmine wheffrer fre described irnpact may result and respond on the checkllst besoibe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if itwill be isefrrl.

8
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6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

Willthe proposed action result in:

a. Increases in existing noise levels?

b. E4osure of people to servere or nuisance noise levels?

c. Creation of electostatic or electomagnetic effects that
could be defrinental to human health orprooertv?

d. InErferencewith radio orblevision reception and

Nanative Description and Evaluation of he Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attsch addiuonal pages of nanative if needed;

6a. TempoEry increases in noise levels ca!.be expected during the construction and installation of the newfacilities due to useof heavy equipment (i.e. cement trucks, backhoe, drader, etc) td complete the project.

6b' The noise levels created by the construction and installation 9f .the proposed activity will disturb the recreational experience
for some boaters and site visitors. The requests received by MFIA'P to instdtt the new r€lmpand additional fedures imply that manyvisitors are willing to endurc this temporary annoyance.

7. LAND USE

Willthe proposed action result in:

IMPACt'
Can lmpact

Be
Mitigated+

Comment
lndexUnknovyn+ None Minor* Potentially

Sionificant

| 4eration of or inErference with the produdivity or
Ftability of the existing land use of an area?

X
(oositive)

7a.

b. Conflict with a designabd nafural area or area of unusual
scientific or educational imoortance?

X

c. Conflictwith any eristing land usewhose presence
would consfain or pobntially prohibit fre proposed aclion?

X

d. Advene effects on or relocation of residencee? X 7d.
e. Olhen N/A

Nanative Descdption and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resoure (Attactr additional pages of nanative if needed):

L". -TL" Tlority of trite.Sers arc €rccompanied bylrofessional guides who helped elevate the priority of the proposed action within
the MFWP Region-S fistring site projects. The neur facilifies will reduce the physical oOsiacled of cond'uding business safely
with clients and will expedite guides' boat launching and loading times.

7b- T.he ryw ramp is close to the northem MF1 /P property boundary. The adjacent property o/r/ners have granted 30.07' of
meander line as easement to MFWP in a previous agreement (see attached nigdt otWdy Easement). This 0.0-1g acres may be
used by boaters to launch and take out boats from the river. The ns , ftrmp wiillring a greater number of boaters approximdteg
150' closer to_th9 neighboring residence and fishing todge. The adjacent'ploperty drners can benefit from the nsrv iacilities, ai
it pertains to their outfitting business, horrnever they do ortrn a privat6 ooat Lnip tdrtner doanstream.

fav
0a

Incfude a nanative explanation under Part lll describing ilre scope and tanel of impact lf the impact is unknorn, explain w;y the unknoram impac{ has not
or can not be evaluabd.
Indude a nanative description addressing the ibns identified in 12.g.6021-1a (ARM)
Debrmine whe&er the described imqact mry result and respond on tre checklist bescribe any minor or poFntially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA nanative and indude doanmentalion if itwill be Jseful.
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8. RISI</HEALTH HAZARDS

Willthe proposed action result in:

Risk of an oplosion or release of hazardous substances
(induding, but not limited to oil, pesticides, cfremicals, or
radiation) in the event of an accident or other forms sf

b. Affect an existing etn€,rgency Esponse or emergrency
evacuation plan or create a need for a neriv olan?

c. Creation of any human health hazard or pobntial
haard?

d.fEgLP-FyPC, will any chemical toxicanb be used?

8c. The cutrent human heatth risks at the site motivated consideration of the proposed actions. The wider distribution of vehicles,
people and boats will decrease the risks involved when entering and exiting tne vnater with boats and gear, particularly Ourinj ni!-finqP. f!" neu, Etmps dom$ream angle and recessed position within tn6 Oanf will reduce the risks-involveO witn duncnin! aiJpulling a boat out of the river. Construction of the rock vein would create a similar shielded situation at the existing ramp.

A minor he;lrd mry be present if boatens attempt to float over the rock vein during flows less than 2500 cfs. Local avlrareness
and cautionary signs can help mitigate possible dangers.

AJ

-
-Ia.)

lndude a narrative erplanation under Part llt desoibing the scope and level of impact lf tre impacl is unknolrn, erplain why the unknown impact has not
or can not be evdu#d.
lnclude a narrative description addressing Ere iHns identified in 12.8.6o4-1a (ARM)
Detarmine whether the described impaci may result and rcspond on the dreckl'st besoibe any minor or pobntially signifrcant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in fte EA nanative and include documentation if itwill be useful.
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9. COMMUNITY IMPACT

Willthe proposed action result in:

JAlteration of he location, distibution, density, orgroarth
rab of the human population of an area?

b. Alteration of fie social structure of a communig?

c. Albration of the level or distibution of employment or

d. Changes in industrial orcommercial adivig?

e. Increased haffic hazards oreffec6 on o<isting
bansportation facilities or patFms of movement of people

Nanative Desoiption and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Afrach additional pages of narrative if needed):

9a, The nelrvbo4 rampwillallow boaters to distribute themselves across the site to avoid congestion caused by vehicles, people,
or boats- This rcdistuibution is e.xpected to speed up launcfiing and tal<e out times, which will furtfrer relieve congestion and enhancethe users's recreational experience.

9d. Much of the boating use at this site is by commercial fishing guides. The proposed actions were encouraged by the localoutfitting and guide club, the Bighom Alliance. The additional boat namp would' increase their productivity and-provide a more
sheltered location for boat launching. lt also facilitates river access for th'e nonguided boater.

9e.

o
The nevv boat ramp and approach loop will help disburse and direct traffic, therefore providing safer traffic pattems.

Indude a nanative explanation under Pad lll describing tre scope and level of impact lf the impad is unknoivn, oglain why tre unknovyn impaci has not
or can not be e\raluaEd.
lndude a nanative description addressing tre itenrs identified in 12.g.604-1a (ARM)
Determine wheher the described impacl may result and respond on $e checklist bescribe any minor or pobntially significant impac6.
Include a discussion about the issue in ilre EA narrative and indude docurnentation if itwill be iseful.

77
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1 O. PUBLIC SERVICES/TAXES/UTILTTIES IMPACTlr
Can lmpact

Md'k
Comment

lndexWill the proposed action: Unknonrn+ None Minor+ Potentially
Sionificant

!r"u" 
"n 

effed upon or result in a need for nerr or dbrcd
gwemmental services in any of the follorving areas: fire or
police proteclion, schools, parkVrecreational facilities, roads
or other public maintenance, water supply, ssrrer or septic
systems, solid wasb disposal, healh, or ofier
go/emmental services? lf any, speciff: road and
recreational facilitieg mainbnance

X 10a.

b. Have an effect upon the local or strate tax base and
revenues?

X

c. Result in a need for nsn facilities or substantial
albrations of any of he following utilitie: electic porer,
natural gas, o&erfuel supply ordisfibution sysbrns, or
cornmunications?

X

d. Result in increased used of any energy source? X

> e. Define proiecbd Evenue sources 10e.

> f. Define projected maintenance costs. 10f.

g. Other N/A

Nanative Desoiption and Evaluation of he Cumuldive and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

10a. This site is curently ovmed and maintained by MR /P, therefore the increased demands on a govemmental body will be
minimal. The new roadrnray and parking ere€Ni ale srnall additions €rnd will not require significantly more ;aintenance thanixisting
roadu,Elys. The proposed rock vein is expected to further rcduce silt loading on the boat rampi.

=. 
Funding sources for the proposed project:

MFWP General Lic-ensing Account $25,000
Bighom Alliance $5.000
TOTAL $30,000

Funding forthe rock vein is not cunenily available.

10f. Maintenance costs for the propced project are not expected to rise significantly with the addition of the proposed facilities.
Yellowtail Dam and the Afterbay impoundment significantly reduce water turbidity anO aggftdation on the boat ramps, therefore
requidng liftle maintenance. Msitation is not exPected to rise significantly due to tire proposeO actions, consequenly, amounts of
solid na$e and latrine seurage are not expected to increase. Road maintenance will increase slightly due to ne aOieO approach
loop forthe new boat ftmp and extended parking area.

lndude a narrdive explanation under Part lll desoibing he scope and level of impact lf the impac{ is unknom, oglain why the unknown impac;t has not
or can not be evaluaFd.
Indude a nanative description addressing the iFrns Hentified in 12.8.6021-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on fte checklist Describe any minor or potentially significant impacb.
Include a discttssion about the issue in he EA narrative and indude docurentation if it will be Jseful.

72
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> 1 1. AESTHETICS/RECREATION

Willthe proposed action result in:

Albration of any scenic vista or creation of an
aesthetically offensive site or effect that is open to public
vievy'?

b. Alteration of the aesthetic characGr of a community or

>c Albration of $e quality or quantity of
recreationaUtourism opportunities and settings? (Athch
Toudsm Reoort)

d. lEg_P-FyD-J, will any des(;naEd or propmed wild or
scenic rivers, tails orwildemess areas be impac€d? (Also

Nanative Desoiption and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Reources (Attadr additional pages of nanative if needed):

It is estimated that the proposed actions will have a subtte impact on the scenic beauty, but provide a significant increase in the
recreational opportunities in the area.

1 1a. The neur boat namp will be visible from the river (west) or when closely approaching the ramp from the access road. The
aedhetic impads of the projeci are predicted to be insignificant due to the cunentli-devetop& nature bt tne site and the low profile
of the boat ramp.

11c. Public comments received by MFWP indicate that the proposed actions are desired and will positively increase the quality
and quantity of rccreational opportunities relating to the Bighom River, i.e. boating access for recreatibnal floating, fishing, nunting',

l, wildlife watching.
v

Indude a naralive s9lanation under Part lll describing tre scope and level of impact lf he impact is unknorvn, o966 why the unknorvn impact has not
or can not be evaluated.
Indude a narrative description addressing tre itsms identified in 12.8.6041a (ARM)
Debrmine whether the described impact may result and respond on the cfrecklist Describe any minor or potrentially significant impa6.
Include a discussion about the issue in fie EA nanative and include doqrnentation ff it will be useful.
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12. CULTURAUHISTORICAL RESOURCES

Willthe proposed action result in:

Desbuction or albration of any sib, strucfure or objecl

b. Physical change that would affect unique cultural
values?

c. Effects on s{sting religious or sacred uses of a sib or

d. faEg!.eR/PJ, will he projed affect historic or culhrral
resources? Attach SHPO letter of clearance. (Also see

Nanative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (AtEch additional pages of nanative if needed):

12a- The propd acfions will not impact any sites of historical significance. Please refer to the attached letter of ctearance from
the State Historical Preservation Society.

tor(D

q
(D
?
ai)

Indudea nanative erplanation under Part lll desoibing he scope and level of impact lf the impact is unknorn, oglain why the unknorn impact has not
or can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing fre ibrns identified in 12.8.604-'la (ARM)
Determine whefter fie described impact may rsult and respond on tre drecklist Describe any minor or potentially significant impacls.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include docr.rmentation if itwill be useful.
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13. SUMMARY EVALUATION OF
SIGNIFICANCE

the proposed action, considered as a

a. Have impacb &at are individually limitsd, but
cumulatively considerable? (A pn{ecl or program may result
in impacts on tvro or more separab resource wtrictr creae

€ffed when considered tosether or in

b. Invohrc poEntial risks or advese effects whidr are
but eXremely ha.ardous if trev urere to

c Potentially conflid wifr he substantive requirernents of
any local, state, orHeral lalv, regulation, standard or

d. Establish a precedent or lkelihood that future actions
witr siglificant environmental impacts will be

e. Cienerate substantial debatg or controversy about ilre
nature of fie impacts that would be creabd?

f 0FoLP-RyDd is $e proiect epeded to have organized
oppcfion or generate substantial public conboversy? (Atso

S. ffEgLP-R/gJ, list any federal orstab permits required.

Nanative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Athch additional pages of nanative if needed):

13b. Activities occuning in or near cold riuater have poterilial risks. lf a boater inconectly navigates over the rock vein at low water,
there is potential for a serious accident. The presence of the vein could be well signed and-highlighted on area brochuregmaps
to rcduce the po.ssibilities of accidents. Local guide shops and the National Park Service visitoi oJnter could help inform visiting

lermerlboaters about the vein and proper;avigation around it to avoid crises.v

lndu& a nanalive erplanation under Part lll desaibing he scope and lerrel of irnpact lf the impaci is unknorvn, eplain why tre unknourn impac{ has not
or can not be evaluated.
lndude a nanative descripfion addrcssing the iEns irlentified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Debrmine wheher the described impact nry result and respond on $e checktist Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about tre issue in he EA nanative and indude documentation if it will be tsefril.

15
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2. Descriptlon and analysis of reasonable atternatives (including ttre no action alternative)
to the proposed action whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to
consider and a discussion of howthe alternatives upuld be implemented:

Alternative {. No Ac6on
This altemative does not address cunent problems involving public safeg and site
degradation due to concentrated use and high visitation. MFWP w6uH continue to receive
complaints from site users. Boating accidents would continue due to difficult take ouUaccess
conditions at the existing ramp during high water.

Alternative 2. Repair Existing Boat Ramp
Adding cable block sections to the existing ramp would help stabilize the substrate which
receives extensive abuse. The issue of difficult and unsafe river access during high water
would not be solved. Visitation would continue to be concentrated at one ramp-causing
vehicular, boat and visitor congestion. This altemative would be implemented throug[
contracted services complying with MFWp guidelines.

Alternative 3. Repair Existing Boat Ramp and Gonstruct Rock vein
This altemative would address the safety hazards involved for boaters launching and leaving
the river. The cable ramps installed at the ramp toe would stabilize the eroding substratel
Visitation, however, would remain concentrated at one location for all boating uie, causing
traffic congestion and long waiting periods for ramp access. MFWP has reieived severa-l
complaints indicating one boat ramp is not enough to accommodate the number of boaters
using the site. This altemative would be implemented through contracted services complying
with MFWP guidelines.

Albrnative 4. Prefierred Albrnative: Repair Existing Boat Ramp, Gonstruct New Boat Ramp
The majority of visitation (over 100 vehicles per day during peak season) at Bighom FAS
involves boating, therefore facilities regarding this activity are of highest prlority. The
proposed action as described, addresses safety concems and accommodates the high site
visitation. The new r:amp would be inset into the bank and angled downstream providing calm
water for boaters to launch and take out. The new ramp would atlow visitors to disperse,
yielding safer access, less congestion for visitors, vehicles, boats, and the likelihood of a
positive recreational experience. Installation of the cable ramps at the existing ramp would
stabilize the substrate and allow for continued high use without further degradation. Funding
for the rock vein is not available at this time. This phase of the project could easily be
completed during low water after use of the proposed facilities are evaluated. lt is possible
that the new rztmp will sustain the demands for use during high flows when the existing ramp
is most dangerous. Evaluation of one or two seasons, discussions with local guides and site
users may indicate that the rock vein is unnecessary. The proposed altemative would be
implemented through contracted services complying with MFWP guidelines.

Alternative 5. Repair Existing Boat Ramp, Construct New Boat Ramp and Rock Vein
This altemative would adequately address all concems listed above. lt is fiscally not possible
at this time. lt is unknown when orfrom wherc the additional funding would come if this action
was selected. MF1 /P management and the localguide club believe that concems with safety
and site visitation are significant enough to act in the most speedy, realistic and affordable
manner. This altemative would require waiting for an unknown time for funding and
completion. This altemative would also be implemented through contracted services
complying with MFWP guidelines.

16



3. Evaluation and listing of rnitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by
the agency or another government agency:

Water quality is always a concem when conducting work near a water body. Turbidity, erosion,
and soildisplacement can be mitigated with construction specifications such as: erosion controls,
eliminating equipment in the water, proper road grading, and seeding of native grasses upon
project completion. The installation of cable ramps at the bases both boit ramps will stabilize the
substrate highly disturbed during launching and take out.

MFWP specifications will also require that vegetation is not removed past the immediate
construction zone to minimize dust, erosion, and possible noxious weed growth. This will also limit
the impacts on the abundance of vegetative species, small, non€ame 

-animals, 
and bird species

in the area.

The only human health risk identified in this EA relates to passage over the rock vein during
periods of water levels lower than 2500 cfs. The rock vein is not part of the proposed action,
howeverif it is implemented at a later date, a cautionary sign, brochure, or mapping project may
need to be considered in the communities of Fort Smith and Hardin, along the-rivei, anO it
upstream fishing access sites.

4. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? NO lf an EIS
is not requiredn explain wlry the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed
action:

This review has clearly demonstrated that the impacts associated with this project are not
significant. The net result of the proposed work is a positive impact to the human and natural
environment. Due to the insignificant negative impacts of the proposed action, an EA is the
appropriate level of analysis and an EIS is not required.

5. Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the complexity
and the seriousness of the environrnental issues associabd with the proposed action, is the
level of public involvement appropriate under the circumstances?

The public will be notified in the following manners to comment on the EA, the proposed action,
and the altematives:

| 6 legal notices:two notices published one week apart in each of these three newspapers:
Billings Gazette, Bighom County News, and the Helena Independent Record,

0 1 legal notice on Montana's electronic bulletin board,
O 1 statewide press release.

The opportunities for public input listed above are appropriate for the proposed project since little
or no environmental impacts are identified and no substantial public controversy is expected.

6. Duration of comment period if any:

Thirty (30) days following the publication of the second legal notice.

77



7. Narne, title, addness and phone number of the Person(s) Responslble for preparing the
EA:

Dalbey Resources
Sue Dalbey
lndependent Consultant
926 N. Lambom St.
Helena, MT 59601
(406)443-8058

Jim Darling
MFWP
Region 5 Fisheries Manager
2300 Lake Elmo Dr.
Billings, MT 59105
(406)247-2s61

18



PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COIUIIVIENT

The negative impacts of the proposed actions are tempora ry andlor minor of which many can be
mitigated. All disturbed 1eg9 will be graded and seeded. No unique cultural, geologic, or physical
features will be atfected. No threatened or endangered species will be disiurbed. Wetiands or
prime farmland will not be affected. SHPO has determined that no historic or cultural resources
will be disrupted (see attached letter). This project has little cumulative negative impact on the
site' There are two impacts (3e. and 9a.) determined to have a potentially significant positive
effect in removing a water related hazard. The existing ramp is-exposedto tne mainiqneni
dyring hlgh water and has been the sour@ of several complaints to MFWP. The proposed action
will address this issue.

Public comment and localsupport have expedited the planning for this project. There seems to
be a definite need for improvements at Bighom FAS. lt is anticipated thatihe proposed actions
will most economically and thoroughly address the concems for safety and overciowding at the
site. The new facilities and improvements will improve the overall experience for boaters, the
largest user group at this site.

Attachments:
1. H8495 Qualification Checklist
2. Site Location Map (USGS)
3. Site Plan
4. Right of Way Easement
5. Clearance letter - State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
6. Tourism Report
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ATTACHMENT 1

H8495
PROJECT QUALIFICATION CHECKLIST

Date: August 5. 1998 Person Reviewing: Dalbey Resources.
Sue Dalbey

Project Location: Bighorn Fishing Access Site 27 miles south of Hardin. Bighorn
County. Montana.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Gonstruct new boat ramp and approach loop.
stabilize substrate at toe of existing boat ramp. extend parking area. construct rock vein
upstream of existing boat ramp (rock vein not currently funded).

The following checklist is intended to be a guide for determining whether a proposed
development or improvement is of enough significance to fall under H8495 rules.
Please check /all that apply and comment as necessary. Capital Construction projects
prepared by D & C; Force Account projects prepared by Region.

t I A. New roadway or trail built over undisturbed land?
Comments: No. The land involved for the new approach loop has previously been
disturbed by motorists off the designated routes.

I I B. New building construction (buildings <100 sf and vault latrines exempt)?
Comments: None.

tr' | C. Any excavation of 20 c.y. or greater?
Comments: Yes. lt is anticipated that more than 20 c.y. will be excavated for
installation of the new boat ramp. approach loop and extended parking area.
Engineering designs were not available at the time of this evaluation.

t ] D. New parking lots built over undisturbed land or expansion of existing lot
that increases parking capacity by 25o/o or more?

Comments: No. The new area will extend the parking capacity much less than 25%.

lr' lE. Any new shoreline alteration that exceeds a double wide boat ramp or
handicapped fishing station?

Comments: Yes. Repair to the existing ramp will extend three 8'x 24' sections of
cable ramp on the downstream side of the ramp. The new ramp will be 24'wide.



lt/ 1F. Any new construction into lakes, reservoirs, or streams?
Comments: Yes. Three I'x 24' sections of cable ramp will be installed downstream of
the existing ramp and the new ramp will measure 24'wide. The rock vein wilt extend
approximately 20' from the bank consistingof Class I rip rap.

lr' 1G. Any new construction in an area with National Registry quality cultural
artifacts (as determined by State Historical Preservation Office)?

Comments: Yes. There are two sites on the Bighom FAS property that are of
historical significance. however the proposed project will not affect these sites.

t ] H. Any new above ground utility lines?
Comments: No

t ] l. Any increase or decrease in campsites ol25% or more of an existing
number of campsites?

Comments: No

I 1 J. Proposed project significantly changes the existing features or use
pattern; including effects of a series of individual projects?

Comments: No

lf any of the above are checked, H8495 rules apply to this proposed work and
should be documented on the MEPA/H8495 GHECKLIST. Refer to MEPA/H8495
Cross Reference Summary for further assistance.
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SITE LOCATION MAP
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ATTACI'IME$.IT 3

SITE PN-AN
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R I GHT OF ItAT EAS EIIEIIT
Located in Lot I, Sec. 5, T.5 S., R.3Z E.,iq.p.tt.

Big ttorn County, l,lontana ,

Prepared for Hontana State Fish, l{ildlife & parks

By l{alter R. Egged Z948ES
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ATTACHMEhIT 4

(D

T
I

I

a\e 1tt:1gt

Rebr' A
?\rrtlc.ct?

a-r\)

+o'

,-l
sl

-*-el
L
9

-.>

T,5 S,I
R.iz E.
lu\.P,\{,JState of Montana

County of Big Horn 
ss

I, Halter R- Eggeg,.do.hereby certify that I am astate of r'lontana-ind lhat &;;;g the m6nin-of-Jrry,l'{ay Easement shown ano desiriu.o on the annexed pratcorrect survey.

Iicensed Land Surveyor in the
1994, surveyed the Right oi -
and that it is. a true and

Dated, ,ur, ,r, t9;;

OESCRIPTTO!I
A 20 foot wide Right of I'fay Easement located in Lot l, Section 5, Township 5South' Range 32.Eait, M-p.H'.,-i.scribed ii iorio"r; Beginning at the southeastcorner of said section 5, tnenie H e9;52;io;w, 1!4i.it-i;;i,-oi and along thesouth line of said Secti6n i-[o-the true priii of beginning, thence N g9.57,20u',t,51'23 feet, on a'nd.l9ng saio-iouth line io in" meander lii6 of the East Bank ofthe Big Horn Riitfr_llence N-4dr.r?,ri;i; i0.di-reet, on and aions said meanderline, thence s 89'57'20"E,28.72 reet,-in.nie'south, ?o.o feet, to the true pointof besinninsi; containing in-iii'o.orB acres, ,oil;i i;;;.'--"
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ATTACHilf,ENT 5

Montana. Historical Societv
-

Historic Preservation Office
1410 SthA',enue . PO Bor 2Ol2O2. Helena, tvtT5962&1202 ' W6lM#nl5' FAX(406) 4444575

AcA\n
January 15, 1998

Paul Valle, Cultural Resources Coordinator
Design and Construction Bureau
1539 East Eleventh Ave. - 4th Floor
P.O. Box 200701
Helena, Montana 59620-0701

%';:!';:4-'os
'-/4r,''' &,.

'r 6'
I f .t.,/,r\

d - O- r- -'r7l| (c,.,. ,'.Jir,t,., -* ,1.,
h. .''rt ,,;.r,q;:,

1..-'(+/)
-".r,,,,r,

Dear Paul,

It appears to us thatyou have looked at the areas to be impacted in future projects,

whicir were listed in your tetter ot24 December 1997. You found that orfly one project

area has historic properties which must be dealt with. lt is also our understanding that
on this site (Bighorn FAS) you have two properties, which are 248H2514 and 248H610.
We concur that the project as outlined should not have an effect on these properties.
We also acknowledge that no properties were found at the other sites listed.



ATTACIiNfiENT 6

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (MEPAYHB4gs
TOURISM REPORT

The Montana Deparfinent of Fish, Wildlife and Parks has initiated the review process as
mandated by H8495 and the Montana Environmental Policy Act in its consideration of tne project
described below. As part of the review process, input and. comments are being solicited. itlease
complete the project name and project description portions and submit this form to:

Mctor Bjornberg, Tourism Development Coordinator
Montana Promotion Division
Department of Commerce
1424 th Ave.
Helena, MT 59620-0533

Prolect Name: Bighom Fishing Access Site New Boat Flamp Constnrction. Flepair of Exigling-_ts-oAJ
Ramp and Rock Vein Installation.

Proiect Description: Construct new boat ramp and approach loop. install cable ramp at base of
existing boat r:amg construct rock vein upstream of existing boat ramp. extend parking area.

1. Would this site devglopment project have an impact on the tourism economy?

n NO Ef YES tf yES, briefly describe:

Fs

2. Does this impending improvement alter the guality or quantity of recreation/tourism
opportunities and sefings?

fl tto gfves F yES, briefly describe:

.4fu € Llvt,*>l tt -e ff f!ft tJ._>tffie_,t_g.:tLL
exttt '/ '- Ttw: 6v?Eelees1J= €t-,-, r-r<<€,rz< tt*rD

Signature
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