
DRAFT
MEPA/NEPA/HB{ e 5 CHECKLT8T

PART I. PROPOSED ACTTON DESCRTPTION

1. Typ€ of Proposed State Action Parking lot construction -
Canyon Ferry Wi'ld]ife Management area, ,pownsend, MT.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana Fish.
Wildlife & Parks

N.me of ProJect Pond 4 Access Site
Nan€, Address and Phone Number of Project gponsor (if other
than tbe ag€ncy)

rf eppticable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date

3.

l.

5.

Jrr'l w 'l ggg

Estlmated Completion Date August l-999
Curent Status of Project Design (8 complete) t_oo *

6.

7.

Location Affectad by Proposed Aetion (county,
townsbip)

5l- Ranch Broadwater Co., T7NR1-E Section LL

Project f3j-ze: Estinate tbe nunber of acres that
directly affected that are currently:

Acres

(d) FLoodptain

(e) Productive:

irrigated croptand

dry croptard

fores t ry

range I and

range and

would be

Acres

n

n

n

.n

-0-

(a) Devetoped:

residential . . n

incfustriat ,.. n

(b) Open Space/9oodtards,/Recreation \/L

o Hetl.ards/Riparian Areas

8.

n

othef

Map/site plrn: attach an original 8 frr x 11rr or larg'er section
of the nost receDt Ugcg 7.5. seri€s topographic map shoying
the location and boundaries of the area that would be affected
by the proposad action. A different map scala nay be
substituted if more appropriata or if required by agency rul€.
If available, a site plan sbould also be attached.



9. NarratLve Summar-y of, the Proposed Actlon or ProJect lncludlng
the Benefits and Purpose of the proposed ActLon.

This project is proposed for the Canyon Ferry Wildlife
Management Area, which is located approxirnately 1 mile north
of Townsend, MT and is situated along the south end of
Canyon Ferry Reservoir (Figure L). The area is administered
by the Bureau of Reclanation and is managed by Montana Fish,
wildlife and Parks under a special cooperative altreement with
Reclamation (No. 98-FC-60-0954O, effective 9/LS/97). The
Proposed Action consj.sts of building an access road, parking
Iot, handicapped-accessible interpretive overlook, and boat
ramp along Pond 4 on the CFWMA. This project is being proposed
to provide additional parking and irnproved access to the Wlr[,A
due to increased use of the area by recreationists, both
hunters and non-hunters.

The Pond 4 access will have a grravel road frorn Highway L2 to
Pond 4, a 25 space parking lot, a handicapped-accessible
viewing platform with interpretive sigrns, a trail fron the
platform to the pond, and a gravel boat ramp. Adequate signage
would be erected along Highway L2. This access will provide
educational and viewing opportunities to local people as weII
as passing tourists. In addition, the boat ramp will provide
another access point to the pond for waterfowl hunters. The
north end of Pond 4 is the only existing boat access and in
dry years may not provide access at all because of low water
in the pond.

Total estimated cost for the project is 935,059.

10. Listing of any other Local, gtat€ or Federal agency that has
overlapping or additional jurisdiction.

(a) Pennits:

Agency Nane permit Date Filed'#
Army Corp of Engineers #qOa

(b) Funding:

Agency Name Funding Amount

Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks $35,059



(c) Other Overlapplng or Additional Jurisdictional
Responsibllities:

Agency Nane TyDe of Responsihility

Bureau of Reclamation Olrner of property

11. LLgt ol lgencLes Congulted DurLng Pr€paratl.on of the EA:

Bureau of Reclanation

FWP Design and Construction
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P4RT rr. EM/IRONI{EN'FAL REVIEII

PHYSICAL EIWIRON}I8NT

Can lfipact
8e

tlitigated

1. LarD.lEsqrScEl

uitt thc proposcd .ction rcautt in: PotontiaI ty
Sisni f icant

' a. Soit instobitity or chattges in gcotogic
substructure?

b. 0isruption, disptaceonnt, crosion,
codprction, nristure toss, or ovcr-covcring of
soi I rfrich routd redtrc prodrrtivi ty or

' c. oestrLrction, covering or modification of
tniquc Ecotogic or physicat featureg?

d. Char€es in sittation, depoeitim or crosion
patterns that n y rnodify thc charnel of a river

or thc bed or shore of a

e. Exposure of peoptc or ProPcrty to
carthcirakcs, tandetides, groud fai turc,
other naturat hazard?

if needed):
Project proposes to cover
surface and parking surface.
no Cumulative or Secondary

idte ground with fiII material to
Due to the small acreage involved

Effects on the Land Resources.

provide a roai
(0.75) there are

Can llpsct
Be

Hi tigated

2. AI8

Uitt the proposed action resutt in: Potential ty

' a. Emission of air pottutants or
deterioration of anrbient sit'guatity? (atso see
l3 (c))

b. Creation of objectionabte odors?

c. Atteration of air lrrverpnt, nnisture, or
tempeiaturc patterns or st'ty change in climate,

ther tocattv or resionatl

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, incttding
crope, d.tc to increased emissims of

e. fFor P-R/D-J proiects, ritI the project
resutt in any discharge rhich ritI confl'ict
rith federat or state air q.ratity regs? (Atso

llarrativc Description ard Evaluation of
if needed):
There are no Cumulative

the CLmttstive and Secondary Effects on Air Resoufccs (Attach additionaI pages of narrative

or SecondarY Effects on Air.

Inctudo. rE'raair€ ergbnatbo under Part lll d€.crittng thc lcopc and lcvel ol impacl.

noa b.6/.luded.
lf the impact ic unknotvrr, explain wtry the unknown impact ha tr{' q ar

> llrcludc a nerretivu dc|cripdm addrecring thc ilcrnr klotlutlcd in 12.8.@+1a (ARM)

o Oclcrnrin u,i.lh.r th. d..crib.d imp.ct rt y crult rnd ru|Pond m thc chccltid. O..ctib. .ny minor or potcnthlv tignifrcent imPec{t.

af tnctudo e dhcu..ion ebout thc iguc ln frc EA nerrrthlc rnd inchidG dcumcntetlon il it will bc ureful.

4



]. IAIES

gitt tha proposd rction rosutt in:
Crn Irp.ct

ga
Hitig!tcdPotenti.I ly

Sicnificant

' a. Dischargc into surfacc Hrtar or any cttorction
of surf acc utar ctrrrl i ty inctr.ding but not t ini tcd
to tempcraturc, dissotved oxygen or turbidit

b. Chenges in drcinagc pottcrns or thr rete and
amount of surfacc rtrnoff?

c. Atterotion of the course or magnitrde of ftood
Hater or other ftors?

d. Chenges in the amqrt of surface rater in any
rater bod or creatiofi of a ner rater

e. Exposure of peopte or prop€rty to Hater retated
hazards such as ftoodins?

f. Chanses in the otratitv of

h. Increase in risk of contiltinotion of surface or

l. Effects on any existing rater right or

j. Effects on other rater users as a result of any
atteration in surface or growtdrater quati

k. Effects on other users as a resutt of any
atteration in sunface or qro{Jndrater ouanti

t. arfgC_P:-8lDrl, ritl the project affect a
designated f Loo6l.ain? (Atso see 3c

m. |fCLPllE,l, fitl the project resutt in any
ischarge that riLt affect federaI or state rater

ity regutations? (Atso see 3a

CmrEnt
lrdcx

llarrative Descriptim ard Evatuation of
if needed):

There are no Cumulative

the Curutative and Secondary Effects on lJater Resources (Attach additionat pages of narrative

or Secondary Effects on Water.

q

I
7
io

lr'Efudt a rsrdirc ogbnation under Part lll dercribing tho tcopo and l€vel of impact. tt th€ impact ia unknown, erphin why the unknown impact har not or can
nd b€ evaluatGd.

Includc. naretlw dacription addrcedng tha itomt idcntifled in 12.8.@+1r (ARM)
Oelerminc uficthcr th. d6crib.d imprcl mey re.ult .nd rc.pond on th€ chocHh. De.crib. eny minor or potential!.hnilkari impectr.
Includs e dbcu..ktfl about thG iruc in tho EA narratlvc and includc documontatlon il it will bc urcful.



4. rEcErtutt

Yltt tha propo.d rctfql r..utt in: Potcntirt ly
Sl cni f iccnt

r. Chcngcr in thc divcrrlty, prodrtivlty or
rburdrnc. of plant spcclcr (lrctudirtg trccr,

c. Adtvar3a cffcctr on ory rnlqlc, r!ra,

d. l.d.rcticr In rcrcagc or prodrctlvlty of my
icutturel lend?

f . aafelel,/.Drl, rltl tha pcoJcct tffrct
rrettmd3. or orirp ard ni

l{arrativ! 0escription ard Evatuation of the Cunrtativc and Secordary Effects on Lard Rcsosrcei (Attach additimat pages of narrutiv,
if nccded):

Covering of ground
current vegetation
the small acreage
to the proposed
Vegetation.

may alter plant species, productivity or abundance and replac€
with a less potentially productive surface. However, due tc
and the fact that similar vegetation is not linited adjacent
project there are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects or

lndrb e r|JrdE e|Plnton und.r Pilt lll dG.cdfreE thG !cop. .nd lacl of impacl. lf lhe impact ir unforown, axplein W tt'p unlrnown imped h..
nd b. cvducrd.
lncftrd.. mndhp dcrcrltlon .dd...ang th. itdn klordfcd in 12.8.@{-1l (ARM)
Od.finh. uttdr.r thr decrbrd bltprcf nny nu[ .nd tf,pond an lho clrcldld. Ot ctib. eny n*nor or potctttblv riOnificad lmp.clr.
lncludc e d.cntrion ebort thr brrr foi thc EA nrdva md Lrhdc dqmodAbn it it will b. u..fu|.
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5. FISX/I/ILDLIFE

lJit( th€ proposd ection result in:
Crn lfip.ct

8c
ri tigrtcdPotenti6tty

Siqni ficant

a. Dctcrioration of criticst fish or xiLdtifc
habi tat?

b. Chengcc in thc divcrsity or aburdarrcc of game
aninrts or bird socci

c. Changes in thc diversity or ab,rrdancc of nongam

d. lntroduction of ner ies into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to the migration or
animats?

f . Adversc affects on eny uricf,E, rare, threatend,

g. Incrcrse in conditios that strGss ritdtife
pogrtations or timit sLrrdarre (irrtrding
harassmnt, tegal or ittegat harvest or other human
act ivi ty)?

h. O0Fon P-R/D-J, rill the project be performed in
any area in rhich T&E species are present, ard ritt
the project affect any T&E species or their habitat?
Atso see 5f

l. oFor P-R/D-J, rit[ the project introdrre or
export sny species not presentty or historicatty
occurrinE in the receiving toc8tion? (Atso see 5d

llarrative Description ard Evatuation of the Curutative and Secordary Effects
I needed):
v Increased human activity along the shore of

disturbance to waterfowl in the irnmediate
cumulative impact on nesting or distribution.

on Lard Resources (Attach additional. pages of narrative

Pond 4 hrill create a short term
vicinity, but will not have a

a

av
ii

lncbdc a rrrdve €DQaanatbn und€r Part lll d€lcribing tho tcop€ and level of impact. It the impac{ ir unknoryn, explain why thc unknolwr inpac{ ha. not o. can
noi bo €valu.tod.
lrrcludc. n rr.th€ da.crigilon addre0lng tho itom. kJonlltl€d in 12.8.@+1a (ARM)

Dctcrminc wtrc$cr thc dc.cdb.d impect mry rcrull rnd rc.pond on thc checklld. Dacribo any minor or potcntially ergnillcent imp*tr.
lncludo. dbcu..ion .bout tha ireue in the EA n rrathr..nd includc docurn€ntatlon it it will bo u.otul.

7
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HUttAl{ EI{\II nONXEtfT

6. XOISE/ELECIRICAL EFFECTS

Vitt the propord cction r..utt in:
C.n lflp.ct

Bc
ili r igrrcdPotcntict ly

r. Incrcarca in cxlsting rrclso

b. Exposure of pcopte to garva or ruislnco rrci3c

c. Crcation of clectrostrtic or ctectrqnagnetic
cffects thst coutd b. detrimntat to hupn

d. lnterfcrcncc rith radio or tclcvision
ion and ogerstion?

Iarratiw Dcecriptim
if needcd):

There are no
Effects.

eid Evetr,stidl of thG Cuilitatlve erd Sccordrry Effccts on [..d nesourcc3 (Attcch ldditio.ra[ pagee of n rrative

Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Noise or Electrical

7. LA}ID USE

9itt the propoecd action rcsutt in:
Can hp€ct

Be
ri tigrtcd

.: Altcr.tion of or intcrferttrG rlth thc
prodrctivity or peofitabitity of thc cxisting
land usc of an area?

b. Confticted Hith a dcsignstcd nstural are6 or
area of rnrsuat scientif ic or edrationat

c. Conftict rith any existing tard use rhose
presence rould constrain or potentiatty prohibit

d. Adverse effects on or retocation of
residences?

llarrative Description
if needed):

There are no

ard Evalrlation of the Ct.ltutative ard Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional, pages of nairative

Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Land Use.

oa can

o
c

o
oo

Incb& a rurd,c ebna0on und€r P.rt lll &.criung thc rcope and level of impact. It tho impact ir unknolvn, erglain why the unknotfln impact h.r nd
noa bo €nhl.tcd.
lrrcludc r ntrrtiw dcrcrlpdcr.dr...lng thc ilcmr ktcntitl€d in 12.8.€0&ta (ARM)
Dclermir urrdrcr tho drcrSod lmp*t mry nruf md rogond on thc cheHb. O..crib. my minor or polottu.lly rilnillcant imprctr.
lrcludr. dbcu.dln about tho iurp in thc EA nrrrtiw rnd ircludo docut?r€tttetlon it it will b. u.€tul.

8



6. RISK/XEALIH IIA2AROS

Vil,t tha proposd rction rclut: In:
Crn lrp.ct

8c
XitigatedPotentiatty

Sionificant

a. Risk of cn cxptoeion or rctcccc of harardous
gubstanccs (inctuding, but not Linitcd to oit,
pesticidcs, chcrnicals, or radiation) in tha
ovent of an accidcnt or othcr forms of

b. Affect an cxisting eflpfgericy rcsponca or
emrgency evacuation plan or crcate ! n€ed for a

c. Creation of any hunan heatth hazard or

d. fFor P-R/D-J, ritt any chemicaI toxiconts be
used? (Atso see 8a

l,laffstive Description aad Evrtuation of thc Cumrtativc cnd Secondary Effects on Lard Resources (Attach sdditional p.9e3 of narratiye
if needed):

There are no Cunulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Risk/Health Hazards.

9. CO,I}IU}IITY II{PACT

lril. l, the proposed action resutt in:
Can lrpact

8e
Ii t i gatedPotential Iy

Sisnificant

a. Atteration of the tocation, distrihJtion,
density, or grorth rate of the hunan poputation
of an aree?

Atteration of the socia[ structure of a

c. Atteration of the [eve[ or distribution of
corm.rnity or personat incoe?

d. Chanses in ind.rstriat or corrnercial activit

e. lncreased traffic hazards or effects on
existing transportation faci Iities or pstterns
of movernent of oeoote and

c

-v
l.

ilamative Description and Evatuation of the Curutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resoufces (Attach additionat pages of narrative
if needed):

There are no Curnulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Community fnpacts.

Incl.rdo a rnrratiw eObnation under Part lll d€acribing th€ lcopo and level of impact. It the impact ia unknoivn, explain why the unknevn impact h.! ml o. can

nd bo 6/aluatod.

Includ. . n rr.tlv. d€.criptlon addre$ing tho itcrnr id€ntitled in 12.8.@a-1r (ARM)
Delerminc utrcthor thc dc|cdbcd impact n|.y r6ult and rcrpood m the ch€ckln. Dc.crib€ any minor or potentially signitlcent imo.rl..
lnctr.rdc a dlrcuuinn about thc iouc in thG EA n mthrc end includs docum.ntation if it will bo u:eful.

9



t

10. PUSLlc sERVlcEs/r^xEs/ulrLlTrEs

lJitl, tha propord rction raautt in:
Cln lqc.ct

3a
Hi tigstcdPotent i.t ty

Sicnificant

a. 9il,t thc propoecd actim havc an cffcct Won
or resutt in a nccd for ncr or lttcrad
govcrnilErt6l gcrviccs in any of tho fottoring
areas: firc or poticc protaction, schools,
p6rks/recre.tiona( fccititicg, roads or other
pubtic naintenarcc, rotar tuppty, scrcr or
septic ay3teilB, sotid reetc dispocat, haatth, or
othcr govcrrnrntat scrviccs? lf any. rpcci

b. Uitt thc proposcd action have an cffcct r.pon
thc locrt or gtrtc tcx bcsc cnd revcnrer?

c. 9itt thc proposed $tion rcsutt in r rrecd for
ner facil,itica or subEtsntirt clterationc of any
of thc fottoring utiiiticg: clcctric poncr,
naturet 9.s, othcr ftrcl srppty or distributiotl

d. taitt thc proposcd rction rqgutt in irrrcaecd

- c. Dcfinc oroicctcd

' f. Oefinc oroiectcd

Cqtt|Ent
lrdex

llamatiw Descriptim ard Evatuation of
if necded):

Ttrere are no Grnulative

thc Cuutativc ard Secordary Effects on Land Resources (Attach addition€t pcAes of narfative

or Secondary Effects on Pub1ic Services/Taxes/Utilities.

I 1. AESTHETICS/RECREATIOfl

9il,t the proposed action result in: Potentiat Iy
Sisni ficant

a. Atteration of any scenic vista or creation of
an aesthetically offensive site or effect that

to public vier?

b. Atteration of the aesthetic character of a
coomnity or rci

'c. Atteration of the quetity or quantity of
recrcat i on t/touri so opportmi t i es ard sctt ings?
Attach Tourism Reoort

d. aflf_Pll!:.,1, ritl any designated or proposed
ritd or scenic rivers. traits or ritderness

lso see 1la, tlc)

llarrative Description ard Evatuation of the Crm.rtative and Secondary Effects on Latd Resources (Attach additional, peges of narrative
if needed):

This project rrill enhance recreational opportunites on the WUA by providing for
better access to the area. There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on
Aesthet ics/Recreat ion .

IndJdo. rzrCivc oelnadon under Part lll d€.ctibane thc !cop..nd lovel ot imp.ct. It the imp.ct ir unknom, eplain wfiy thc unknown inp.ct h..
noa b.arakrltcd.
trrcludc r n tr.tivt dG.ctiptlon ddrcrring thc itcm l<lcnllflcd in 12.8.6U.1e (ARM)

m€nninG u,h.Urcr tha hcribad lmpaci rnry rcult and ropond on thc chocKb. OGactibo .ny manor or polentiatly rqpincant impectr.
lnclu<b a dhcu..bn .bout th. i..|Jc ln thc EA nemlhp.nd includc documcntdon it it tyill b. |x.ful.

10
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I2. CULTURAL,/III STORICAL RFS(URCES

uil,t thc proposd rction rasut; in:
Crn lflp.ct

8c
llitigctcdPotentiatty

Siqnificant

.!. Dcstruction or attcratlon of any citc,
gtructurc or objcct of prchistoric, historic, or

leontotoqicaI

b. Physical changc that noutd cf fcct uniqr.rc
culturut vatucc?

c. Effcctc on cxisting rctigiotrs or secrcd ugeg
of a sitc or rrar?

d. f.For P-R/D-J, riitt thc project affect
historic or cutturat resourccs? Attach SHPo
tetter of ctearance. (Atso see 12.a)

ca
oi

llamatiw Description ard Evatuation of thc Cumrtative and Secordary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionaL pages of narrativ.
if nccded):

There has been a cultural survey on the entire m{A in the past and recently e
class III cultural reviest (see attached memo) was conducted on the Pond 4 access
site by the Bureau of Reclamation archeologist. A cultural resource nas detectec
on this site which was deternined not eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places. Construction activities will be monitored and if any itens are
discovered which may be of potential cultural value, construction activities wilL
be halted and the Bureau of Reclamation archeologist nill be irnmediately notifiec
to reviett the iteurs. Because there will .be no surface disturbance in knowr
cultural sites there are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects anticipated on
Cu1tural/Historical Resources.

Incfudc r rryrdvo oelmatbn under Pad lll de*riling tho lcope and level of impact. lf the impact b unknonrn, exp&ain ryhy the unlororm imp.cl ha. noa or can
not b. avaln icd.
lrrcludc r mrnthra dcrcrlpdm eddreuinO thc ilemt irofliltbd in 12.8.@4-1. (ARM)
O€iefmln sfiGthGf thc d6cflb.d imp.ci may r!.un.nd rc.pond on ttp chccHh. OG.cdb..ny minor or polentially riignitlcani imprt .

lrrcludc r dbcu..bn ebout tho louc in thc EA nerratho end irrcludc docurnont tlon if il will bc urcful.

11



l

lJ. stfiAny EvALUAnor 0t stcfltFlc^xc€

tlitl, tha propo.d lctlon, cqrrl&rcd er r vhotc:

c.n lq)rct
Bc

Iitig.t.dPotc'ntiatly

a. Havc inpcctr th.t .r. individntty timitcd,
hJt cr.out.tivoty conridrmbtr? (A projtct or
progil nay ra&tt In irpcctr on tro of ixtra
3cp.r.t. ro3ourc.. |.tlch cr.rt. c eignificent

b. lnvolvc potentirt rigkc or ed,vcrsc cffcctc
rfrich orc rnccrtain but artrqEly hczardour if

c. Potcntialty conftict rith thc srtetantivc
rcquirer:nts of cny tocat, statc, or fcdcrel
tar. rcgutrtion. rtsrdcrd or

d. E3tlblish ! pr.ccdcnt or tikelihood thrt
futuro ectiqre rith rignlficmt Ctwirqrntrl

G. Grn€rltc subetsntiat dcbrtc or cqltroversy
rbout thc n turc of thc ipst3 th.t Ertd b.
crcatcd'll

f. OfgfE8lDrl, is thc projcct cxpcctcd to havc
organircd oppoliticr or genrrrtG sut3tcrrtial

g. OOFor P-R/D-J, list &ry fcderat or strte

xam.tivr Deacription and Evalr,ption of thc Cuutativc ard Sccordory Effects m Lard Rcaources (AttEch additionct pageg of n r.tiye
if ncedcd):

pa1lb e rrrdt oOm|96 undcr P11 lll dacriUng ftc !cog. .nd lstd of impecl. It thc imp€cl ir unloown, cog*rin wfiy thc unlarcwyr imp.ct t'r..
ncl b. ct/atJdcd.
lnclrd.. rnndn dcreriplbn eddta.ip th. ibm. ld.ntlfiGd in 12.8.604-ie (ARM)

o|Gl.mh. s,h.Ofi t|l. darcrib.d lmp.ct ln|y rtrrf .nd tt pond qr tlr chccldd. Dcrcrlbc eny mlnor or polcttthlty dgnitlc.n0 imp.cb.
trrchrd.. dhcur.bn .bod th. blrlo |r Urc EA nrrrtfuo md lrclqb docnrrrrndon it it wifl bc urotul.

l2

q

t
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2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the nc
action alternatlve) to the proposed action whenever alternatlves ar€
reasonably a'railable and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the
alternatives would be implemented:

No Action Alternative The construction of the Pond 4 access would not
be done.

Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control
measures enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

Not Applicable

Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS
required? YES / NO If an EIS is not required, explain why the EA is the
appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:
The appropriate level of analysis for these proposals is an Environmental
Assessment (EA) and an EfS is not required. Based on this analysis there
are no significant inpacts on the Physical or Human Environment.

Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and,
given the cornplexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues
associated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement
appropriate under the circurnstances?

The EA was sent to a standard rnailing list and put on the State bulletin
board. A legal notice was also placed in the Townsend Star newspaper
announcing the Proposed Action, detailing how to get information on the
project, how to get copies of the EAr and how to cornment on the proposal.
A 2L day public comment period (February 3, L999 to February 24, L999) was
set and this level of public involvement was felt to be appropriate given
the magnitude of these projects.

Duratj-on of comment period if any:

2L days.

Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsible for
Preparing the EA:

Tom Carlsen
wildlife Biologist
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 998
Townsend, MT 59644
406-266-3367

PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATTON AND COI,I}TEIflT

L b. Approxj-rnately 3\4 acre of idle ground will be covered with
fill/surface material to provide for a road surface and parking surface.
The area is currently idle land. Due to the sma11 acreage involved the
inpact on soil is considered to be minor.

3a. Construction of the boat ramp may result in a short term increase in
turbidity in the pond.

5.

3.

4.

6.

7.
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4 a & b. The site currently is vegetated by non-native grass specied.
The fillr/aurface materlal will cover this grass but due to the srnall are;
lmpacted (0,?5 acreE) thls ls a very nlnor irnpact.

5 gt. f ncreaEed activlty along pond 4 may result in short-fir
displacenent of waterfowl when vLsitors are present. There will not be]
long-term impacts to local waterfowl populations.

1.0 €. The cost of the project wiII be funded by FWPrs statewide I{I'0
operatlon and naintenance dollars and will be a one tine expenditure ot
funds for this project.

10 f. There will be srome maintenance associated with this parking lot
such as fence naintenance, signs, and parking lot surface naintenance.
AU these naintenance itens occur on a very infrequent basis and will be
incorporated into regrular maintenance activities already occurring at
other adJacent sites at little additional costs. Maintenance costs are
estinated at around $10O-92OO annually and funding will come out of
existing FWP budgets.

11 c. There nay be displacement of birds near the viewing platform,
possibly affecting hunters during the waterfowl season. This effect is
expected to be minor to non-existent as most viewing will probably take
place during the sumner months.

14
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Paul Putz
State Historic Preservation Officer
Montana Historical Society
P.O. Box 201202 :,!,y
Helena MT 59620 -1202 'lr'*r
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MONTA

Subject:

Dear Paul:

,$IG'TED

Request for Comment - Cultural Resou/ces I
Fishing Access, Canyon Ferry Reservoir, Broadwater County, Montana
MTAO No. MT-98-83

The Montana Area Office is proposing to approve a proposal by Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks for the construction of an access to Pond 4 on Canyon Ferry Reservoir in Broadwater
County, Montana. This access is also known as the 5l Ranch Access. The undertaking will
involve the construction of approximately 7,500 feet of new road and fence, and the installation
of a fishing access on the edge of the Reservoir. A more detailed description of the undertaking
is presented in the attached cultural resources inventory report.

Based on these identification efforts, one cultural resource was detected. This site (24BW890) is
a historic period site containing evidence of several ephemeral structures. Based on the survey
data, Site 248W890 does not appear to meet the significance criteria in 36 CFR Part 60.4 to be
considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Your comments on this
proposed determination are requested. If you have any questions concerning this information,
please feel free to contact me'at (406) 247-7315 or by e-mail at mandrews@gp.usbr.gov.

Sincegelya')

AeZ

Paul Valle
Montana Department of Fish,
PO Box 200701
Helena MT 59620-0701

Mike Andrews
Area Archeologist

Wildlife and Parks

Enclosure
Subject Report

torT for the 51 Ranch


