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PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Proposed State Action Reservoir Construction and Repair

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana Fish. Wildlife and Parks

3. Name of Project DeVries and Ophus Wetland Project

Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency)

lf Applicable:
Estimated Gonstruction/Commencement Date July, 2002

Estimated Completion Date Auoust 2002

Current Status of Project Design (% complete) 70%

Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township) Blaine County.
NE1/4 Section 24. T32N R17E

Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are
currently:

4.

5.

6.

7.

Acres

(a) Develooed:

residential....... 0

industrial......... ;

(b) Ooen SoaceMoodlands/Recreation..--.... O

Acres

(d) Floodolain ........... 0

(e) Productive:

ifiioated crooland

drv crooland....

8.

(c) Wetlands/Rioarian Areas.

forestrv............

ranoeland 2

Other (CRP)

Map/site plan: attach an original81/2" x 11" or larger section of the most recent
USGS 7.5' series topographic map showing the location and boundaries of the area
that would be affected by the proposed action. A different map scale may be
substituted if more appropriate or if required by agency rule. lf available, a site plan
should also be attached.

See attached map. lf you wish to see a map and there is no map attached,
please contact Rick Northrup at the locations listed above for a copy of the project
map.



9. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or
additional jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:

Agency Name Permit Date Filed/#

MT DNRC 605 Upon Completion

(b) Funding:

Agency Name Fundino Amount
USFWS
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
Montana Fish. Wildlife and Parks

$1 000
$1 000
$1 000

North American Wetlands Conservation Act $1000

(c) Other Overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional
Responsibilities:

Aoency Name Type of ResponsibiliV

10. Narrative summary of the proposed action or project including the benefits and
purpose of the proposed action: Montana Fish. Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposes to
repair one 1-acre reservoir and construct a new 6-acre reservoir in Blaine Countv. The
reservoir repair would entail movino aporoximately 800 cubic yards of fill to repair a breach
in an existino earthen dam embankment. The new dam would require constructino a 2,500
cubic-yard earthen embankment across a shallow drainaoe and cuttino a spillway to allow
excess runoff water to flow around the dam. Both of these wetlands. which are under 15-
acre-ft in capacity would typically fill from snowmelt runoff.

The surrounding uplands of both of these orogosed wetland sites are enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve Prooram (CRP). The purpose of this oroiect is to establish 7 acres
of wetland habitat that will primarily benefit breedino and miqratinq waterfowl and
shorebirds. Water would also be available for other wildlife and livestock. By providing
livestock water. these oroposed reservoirs would allow the landowners to convert this tract
to grazino land when the property comes out of CRP. Keeping the proiect area in grass
cover has additional benefits for native wildlife occurrinq in the area, includinq antelope,
sharp-tailed grouse. rino-necked pheasant. and many species of grassland birds.

This project would be funded throuqh a 3-wav fundinq aoreement between the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited. lnc., and Montana Fish. Wildlife and Parks. The
total estimated cost of this project is $4.000.



List of agencies consulted during preparation of the EA: USDA Natural Resource
and Conservation Service



PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

o1 Evaluation of the impacts of the Proposed Action including secondary and cumulative impacts on the
Physical and Human Environment.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTA.

1. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT x

Can lmpact
Be

Mitigated*
Comment

lndexUnknown * None Minor +

Potentially
Significant

a. **Soil instability or changes in geologic
substructure?

X

b. Disruption, displacement, erosion, compaction,
moisture loss, or over-covering of soil which would
reduce oroduclivitv or fertilitv?

X A

c. **Destruction, covering or modification of any unique
oeoloqic or physical features?

X

d. Changes in siltation, deposition or erosion patterns
that may modify the channel of a river or stream or the
bed or shore of a lake?

X

e. Exposure of people or property to earthquakes,
fandslides. qround failure. or other natural hazard?

X

f. Other:
Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Fesources (Attach additional pages of narrative if
needed):

2. AIR

Will the proposed actaon result in:

IMPACT *
Can lmpact

Be
Mitigated*

Comment
IndexUnknown * None Minor *

Potenlaally
Significant

a. **Emission of air pollutants or deterioration of
ambient air quality? (also see '13 (c))

X

b. Creation of obiectionable odors? X

c. Alteration of air movement, moisture, or temperature
patterns or any change in climate, either locally or
reaionallv?

X

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, including crops, due
to increased emissions of oollutants?

X

e. *xxFor P-R/D-J proiects, will the project result in any
discharge, which will conflict with federal or state air
oualitv reos? (Also see 2a)

X

f. Other:

Narratlve Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Air Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if
needed):

IncludeananativeexplanationunderPartlll describingthescopeandlevel of impact. lftheimpactisunknown,explainwhytheunknownimpacthasnotor
can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.



r

A Thls prolsct would result In borrowlng apprcrlr&ly 3,0(x1cublc yards of earthen flll for constructlng andror rcpalrlng two o.lthsn
embanlcnenta The solls arc a stable cotnpactable day{ud teldurc whlch would be wel}culted for holdlng fom and Etalnlng watoL Thq

3. WATEB

Wlll the prcposed acdon rcouh In:

a. *Discharge into surface water or any alteration of
gurface water qualiry irrcluding but not limited b

b. Changes in drainage pattems or the rale ard amount of

c. Alteration of the cource or magnitude of lloodwater or

d. Changss in the amount of surface water in any water

e. E)g6ure of people or prcpenyto water related hazards

h. Incaease in risk of contaminaton ol surface or

j. Effects on other water ussls as a result ol any alteraton

k. Efiects on other users as a result of any alleration in

l. **,**E9LEB/E[ will the project aftect a designated

m. **'rEgLBB&!sl, will the proi€ct r6ult in any discharye
that wilt affect federal or state water quality regulations?

*

't't
't't'*
****

bonrow sltgand

Nanatlve Descrlptlon and Evaluadon of the Gumuhtlw and Sacondary Effscts on Water Resourcea (Attach addltlonal pages of narratlve lf
needed):

B. The watershed which flows into these ryetland sites comprises 443 acres. On average, a watershed of this size is estimated to goduce 15€0 acre-ft of
runoff annually. This is welFmatched for the combined volume of these reservoirs which is estimated to be 14 acre-ft.

C. This prcject woukl impact water florvs immediately downstream from the proposed construction sites. Honever, ths coulee downstream
from this project area becomes very steep and has "badland" characteristics which suggests high runoff duting rain or snowmelt svents. Therefore, it is not
likely this project rvould significantly impac't runoff flows mrch beyond 0.25 miles downstream of the lower dam.

D. This project would result in establishment of 7 wetland surface acres. The new dam would hold apprcximately 12 acreft of water and the repaired dam
would hold approximately 2 acre-ft of water.

lnclude a nanative explanaton under Part lll descdblng he scope and level of impact lf t|e impact is unknown, explain why the unknown impact has not or
cannotbeevaluated. 1f
lnclude a nanative description addressing he items identified in 12.8.60&1a (ABM) It
Detemino whefier the deecribed impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the bsue in the EA nanauve and include documentation if it wlll be useful.

6
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E. The downstream landowner was contacted regarding this project. They are supportive of the project as they believe it may help reduce downstream
erosion.

F. The combined capacity of these two reservoirs is approximately 14 acre-ft. That is a relatively small volume of water, considering the estimated average
annual runoff 1 mile downstream of these projects is estimated to be 88 acre-ft, less whatever volume these wetland projects would capture. Although 14
acre-ft is their capacity, it is likely they will carry-over water storage between years which effectively reduces their remaining capacity for capturing runotf.

IncludeanarrativeexplanationunderPartllldescribingthescopeandlevel of impact. lftheimpactisunknown,explainwhytheunknownimpacthasnotor
can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA nanative and include documentation if it will be useful.

v
fi:.



4.WgErAtlgS

Wlll the prcpooed actlon rcsult In:

a. Changes in the diversity, productivity or abundarrce of
plant species (including hees, shrubs, grass, crops, and

c. Adverce Effects on any unique, rare, thFatoned, or

d. Reduc{ion in ad€ag€ or prcdrcrtivity of any

f. ****EgLBElDsl, willthe prcjoct attect wetlands, or

and Sccondary Efiecte on land Reoourcee (Attach addltlonal pages of nanatlvs ff

** S.ElstuUILruEE

Wlll the proposed ac0on rcrult In:

b. Changes in the divercity or abundance of game

in the di\rersity or abundance of nongame

e. Creafion of a banier to the migration or movement of
animals?

f. Adverse eff€c1s on arry unique, rare, threatened, or

g. lrrcrease in conditions that stuoss wildlife populations
or limit abundance (including harassment, legal or illegal

h. ****E9I.']EB/D:1, will the prciect be performed in any
area in which T&E species al€ present, and will the
project affect any T&E species or tteir habitaf? (Also

i. ***Egt-EBlQrl, will the prolect intrcduce or e)pon any
species not presently or histodcally oeuning in the

Nandlre Deccrlptlon and Evaluadon
needed):

the Cumulailw and Secondary Effect on land Reeources (Attach addl0onal pagco of nandlve lf

*

It*
***
****

Include a nanaWo etplanatbn under Pan lll descrlblng lhe scope and level of impact. lf fie impact is unknown, elplain why the unknourn impact has not oq-
can not be evaluated.
Include a nanawe descdpton addrcseing he ltems Hentified In 12.8.604-la (ARM) V
Determine yvtrdrer the deocribed impact may result and rcspond on he checkllst Descrlbe any minor or potentially significant impact.
Include a discussion about lhe issue in the EA narrative and include documentaton if it will be useful.



G. These wetland projects would flood up to 7 acres of grassland habitat. The site of the dam repair is in native grass that does not have a
faming history due to the steeper coulee sides. The new dam would be constructed in a location that does have a larming history and is
presently enrolled in CRP.

H. The landowners are interested in keeping this parcel in grassland after it is no longer in CRP. These wetland projects will help set up this
parcel for cattle grazing. This will provide an overatl benefit by maintaining the grassland cover which reduces soil erosion and maintains
wildlife habitat. These projects are therefore expected to have a long term benefit to the agricultural values of this propefi.

l. These wetland projects will benefit migrating and breeding waterfowl and shorebirds and will also provide watering sources to an array of
other game and nongame species which occur in the area.

IncludeananativeexplanationunderPartllldescribingthescopeandlevel of impact. lftheimpactisunknown,explainwhytheunknownimpacthasnotor
can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.



B. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

6. ITIOISF,ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

Wll the propocad acilon rasuh In:

IilPACT r,

Can lmpact
Be

llltloabd * ":ffiTUnknown * Nong illnor *
Potentlally
Slgntflcant

a. Increases in existino noise levels? X

b. Ercosure of Deoole to senre or nuisane noise lewls? X

c. Creaton of electroGtatic or electomagnedc eflecb
that could be defimentel to human heallh or orooertw

X

d. Interference wih radio ortelevision recrpton and
ooaralion?

X

e. Other

]{trattw D6c{pdon and Evaluatbn of the Gumuhtlve and Sccondary Effects on land Resourceg (Attach addltlonal pagee of nanatlre lf
needed):

7.lANgjtSE

Wlll tha propoced acdon rclult In:

lllPAGT *

Can lmpact
Be

llltloated ,r

Comment
IndexUnknown * Non€ lllnor *

Potentlally
Slgnlfrcant

a. AltEration of or interferencs with the produc'tivity or
orofitabilitv of the existino land use of an area?

X

b. Conflicted wih a designated natural area or area of
unusual scienfific or educational imooftance?

x I
c. Conflict with any existing lard use whose presence
would consffain or potentially prohibit the propos€d
aclion?

X

d. Adverce effect on or rclocation of residences? x

e. Offrer:

*

**
***
****

Narily€ Deecrlptlon and Eyaludon olthc Gumuhthp and Secondary Effecb on Land Reeource (Attach addttlonal paga of mrrathre f
neded):

Include a nanative ephnalion under Part lll dsecdbing fte scope and level of impact. || the impacl is unknown, elglain ultty the unknovn impact has
can not be evaluabd.
Include a nanawe descdpton addresslng the items dentified in 12.8.604-la (ARM)
DetEmine whelher the deecribed impact may result and respond on lhe cfiecklist. Describe any minor or potentlally significant impacts.
lnclude a dbcussbn about fi6 issue in lhe EA naratve and include documentation il lt will be useful.

l_0

notor

o



8. RISI(HEALTH HAZARDS

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT x
Can lmpact

Be
Mitiqated *

Comment
lndexUnknown * None Minor x

Potentially
Significant

a. Risk of an explosion or release of hazardous
substances (including, but not limited to oil, pesticides,
chemicals, or radiation) in the event of an accident or
other forms of disruotion?

X

b. Affect an existing emergency response or emergency
evacuation plan or create a need for a new olan?

X

c. Creation of any human health hazard or potential
hazard?

X

d. *xxFor P-R/D-J, will any chemical toxicants be used?
(Also see 8a)

X

e. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Besources (Attach additional pages of narrative if
needed):

9. COMMUNITY IMPACT

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT *

Can lmpact
Be

Mitiqated *
Comment

lndexUnknown * None Minor *
Potentially
Sagnificant

a. Alteration of the location, distribution, density, or
growth rate of the human population ol an area?

X

b. Alteration of the social structure ol a communitv? X

c. Alteration of the level or distribution of employment or
communitv or personal income?

X

d. Chanoes in industrial or commercial activitv? X X J

e. Increased tratfic hazards or effects on existing
transportation facilities or oatterns ol movement of
people and qoods?

X

f. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if
needed):

J. The construction of these proiects will provide a relatively minor, temporary source of income to a local earth-moving contractor.

lncludeanarrativeexplanationunderPartlll describingthescopeandlevel of impact. lftheimpactisunknown,explainwhytheunknownimpacthasnotor
can not be evaluated.
Include a nanative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.



10.

Wlll $e propoosd acdon Esult In:

IITIPAGT,T

Can lmpact
B€

illtloabd *
Commgnt

IndexUnknown * None lrllnor *
Potentlally
Slgnlflcant

a. Will the propos€d action have an effect upon or result
in a need for new or altered govemmental seMces in
any of the following areas: fire or police proteGlion,

schools, parks/recreational facilities, roads or other
public maintenanoe, water supply, sewer or septic
systems, solid wast€ digposal, health, or other
oovemmental seMces? lf anv. soecifv:

x I

b. Will the prcposed ac'tion have an eflect upon the local
or state tax base and revenues?

X

c. Will the proposed action €sult in a need for new
facilities or substantial alterations of any of the following
utilities: electic power, natural gas, other fuel supply or
distribution srrstems. or communkntions?

X

d. Will the prcposed action result in irrcreased used of
anv anemv soutce?

x

e. **Define Droiecled revenue soutogs

l. **Define oroiected maintsnance co6ts.

q. Offien

Nanatw Deccrlpdon and Evaluadon of the Cumuldve and Secondary Eftecte on Land Reeources (Attach addltlonal pagoe of nanatlv€ lf
noded):

**11.@

Wlll the prcped acdon rtlult In:

lllPACT 'r

Can lmpact
Be

llltloated *

I
Comment

lndexUnlnown,r None lllnor *
Potentlally
Slgnlllcant

a. Alteration of any scenic vista or croation ol an
ae$etcdly ofiensive site or ofteci that is open to public
view?

b. Alteration of the aesthetic character of a community or
naiahlnfirxrl?

c. **Alteration of the quality or quantity of
recreationaUtourism opponunitieo and settings? (Attach
Tourism Report)

K

d. ***EefEBl[!:1, willanydesignatsd or proposod wild
or scenic rivers, trails or wildemess areas be impact€d?
(Also see 1la. 1lc)

x

e. Othen

*

*rf,

Iil3*

*'*'t*

Nanatlw Deccrlpuon and Evaluatlon of lhs Cumulatlre and Secondary Effects on land Resourcoa (Attaeh addltlonal pagm of mrratlw ll
needed):
K AlUrough theoe prclecb ar€ not gxp€cbd to prcvldo huntlng slt€c In and of thsmselnoa, they would rceult In an Incrcage of wderfowl
producton In thls arca.

Includ€ a nanative elglanation under Part lll descrlblng the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown impact has
can not b€ evaluated.
Include a nanatve description addressing the items ldontifi€d in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Detemine wheher he desclibed impacl may result ard lespond on he checklist. Describe any minor or potentially signillcant impacti.
Include a dlscussion about lhe lssue in lhe EA nanatve and Include documentaton if it will be useful.

L2

notort
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NIII TIIPAI ruIQTr|ElIt:AI ElFQrlIIEINFQ IMPACT *

Can lmpact
Be

Mitiqated *
Comment

lndexWill the proposed action result in: Unknown * None Minor *
Potentially
Significant

a. **Destruction or alteration of any site, structure or
object of prehistoric historic, or paleontological
imoortance?

X L

b. Physical change that would affect unique cultural
values?

X

c. Effects on existing religious or sacred uses of a site or
arca?

X

d. **xxFor P-R/D-J, will the project affect historic or
cultural resources? Attach SHPO letter of clearance.
(Also see 12.a)

X L

e. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if
needed):

L Both of the construction sites were reviewed by a certified archaeologist. There was no sign of culturally significant materials at either site.
A letter of clearance will be included in the project file.

SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

13. SUMMARY EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Will the proposed action, considered as a whole:

IMPACT *

Can lmpact
Be

Mitiqated *
Comment

lndexUnknown * None Minor *
Potentially
Significant

a. Have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? (A project or program may
result in impacts on two or more separate resources that
create a significant etfect when considered together or in
total )

X

b. Involve potential risks or adverse effects which are
uncertain but extremelv hazardous if thev were to occur?

X

c. Potentially conflict with the substantive requirements
of any local, state, or federal law, regulation, standard or
formal plan?

X

d. Establish a precedent or likelihood that future actions
with sionificant environmental imoacts will be orooosed?

X

e. Generate substantial debate or controversy about the
nature of the impacts that would be created?

X

f. x*xFor P-R/D-J, is the project expected to have
organized opposition or generate substantial public
controversv? (Also see 13e)

X

g. **.**For P-R/D-J, list any federal or state permits
reouired.

M

V

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Water Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if
needed):
M. 2 DNRC Forms 605 permit will be completed and submitted upon completion of these projects.

IncludeanarrativeexplanationunderPartlll describingthescopeandlevel of impact. lftheimpactisunknown,explainwhytheunknownimpacthasnotor
can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.



PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW. CONTINUED

3. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action
alternative) to the proposed action whenever alternatives are reasonably available
and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would be
implemented:

Action Alternative - As described above. This alternative would result in repair and
establishment of 7 wetland surface acres with associated benefits.

No Action Alternative - This would maintain the status quo. That is, no wetland
construction or repair work would be completed at this site, at this time.

3. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures
enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMENT

PART IV. EA CONCLUSION SECTION

1. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required
(YES/NO)? lf an EIS is not required, explain why the EA is the appropriate level of
analysis for this proposed action. An EIS is not required for this oroiect. No
significant neoative impacts would occur as a result of this proiect. The limited size
of this oroiect will result in only temoorarv and isolated negative imoacts. none of
which are considered sionificant or long-term.

2. Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the
complexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues associated with the
proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate under the
circumstances? This EA will be availab
The EA will oo out to a standard mailing list and will also be available for review on
the FWP web site.

3. Duration of comment period, if any. 30 days



4. Name, title, address and phone number of the person(s) responsible for preparing
the EA:

Rick Northrup. Wildlife Biolooist. Montana Fish. Wildlife & Parks. P.O. Box 1122.
Malta. MT 59538

Phone: 406-654-1 341
Email : north @ ttc-cmc.net




