
 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF FISH INTRODUCTIONS 
 PRIVATE POND APPLICATION 
 
 
Name and address of applicant  James and Mary Matteson                                                          
                             1715 Patricia Lane      
     Billings, MT  59102                     
                                                 652-5457                        
 
Has the pond been approved for a private pond permit?   Yes  
Location: 
 
County  Yellowstone   Township  1N     Range  25E      Section  35, SW1/4       
 
Name of the drainage where the pond would be located     Yellowstone River     
 
Name(s) of fish species proposed for introduction  Koi       
              
 
Is this species legally present in the drainage?    Yes (carp)              
 
Species of special concern present in the drainage       Yellowstone cutthroat trout                        
                                    
 
RISKS: 
 
Potential for impacts on genetic structure of existing fish populations?   

None   x      Minor         Major           
Comments: 
 
Impacts to any life stage of existing fish populations due to competition and/or predation?  

None         Minor    x     Major          
Comments: As proposed, this pond is not expected to introduce koi into public waters in the 
drainage. However, as with any outdoor pond, the unintentional or accidental release of fish is 
always possible. 
 
Koi are an exotic fish species. The impacts of non-native fish introductions are not always 
immediate and are rarely predictable. The potential for introducing diseases into the wild that can 
affect native species is a concern. 
 
Koi are an exotic form of carp.  Carp introductions, both intentional and inadvertent, into public 
waters have drastically altered pre-existing fisheries.   
 
 
Impacts to other forms of aquatic life that may be caused by this introduction? 

None         Minor    x     Major           
Comments: The location and size of this pond should not result in the introduction of koi into nearby 
streams. 



It should be recognized that koi or any other species introduced in close proximity to public waters 
would likely have access to those waters by some means. Possible transfer mechanisms include 
unintentional introduction by humans, relocation by birds or other wildlife, and intentional transport 
by humans. 
 
Should an unlikely but accidental or intentional introduction occur, the impacts to other aquatic life 
are largely unknown. Koi are an exotic fish species. The impacts of non-native fish introductions are 
not always immediate and are rarely predictable. The introduction of exotic diseases is always a 
concern. 
 
Koi are an exotic form of carp.  Carp introductions, both intentional and inadvertent, into public 
waters have drastically altered pre-existing fisheries. 
 
 
Potential for the proposed new species to reproduce in this location? 

None         Minor   x      Major           
Comments: For koi, reproduction is likely in all surrounding aquatic environments. 
 
If necessary, would it be feasible to remove this species after it has been stocked?   
Yes. 
 
Would this introduction result in impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? 
For koi, escape to and subsequent reproduction within the surrounding drainages will add to the 
existing, well-established carp populations. 
 
Describe reasonable and prudent alternatives to this action, if any (including no action). 
Require removal of koi, and require stocking of other fish species.  
 
Approval as proposed. If allowed, it is recommended that outdoor stocking of koi only be allowed in 
closed-basin ponds (those with no inlet or outlet) that are outside the 100 year floodplain of any 
public water body (or a minimum of 200 yards from any surface water if no floodplain is 
delineated). The pond involved generally meets these specifications. 
 
Describe and evaluate mitigation, stipulations, or other control measures enforceable by the agency, 
if any. 
Screening inlet and outlet. 
 
Current laws regarding the transfer of live fish from one water body to another prohibit the 
intentional movement of fish planted in this pond to other waters.   
                                             
Ponds with exotic species such as koi should be no larger than 10 feet by 20 feet in surface area to 
minimize the potential to attract birds or other wildlife that could relocate fish from the pond. Koi 
ponds are basically outdoor aquariums that are associated with residences and should be located 
within 50 yards of a house but more than 200 yards from the nearest surface water. All ponds may 
act as attractive nuisances for wildlife that can result in the inadvertent transfer of fish to state 
waters. 
 



The use of koi in outdoor ponds will be addressed programmatically. Particular caution should be 
use in allowing their introduction near waters absent of carp.. 
 
List any other agencies or individuals that may be affected by the proposed introduction: 
N/A 
 
List all agencies and individuals who have been notified of this proposed introduction: 
Kevin Holland, Warden 
Dennis Hagenston, Warden Captain 
Harvey Nyberg, Regional Supervisor 
DNRC, Billings 
 
Based on this evaluation, is an EIS required?  No.  If no, explain why the EA is the appropriate level 
of analysis for the proposed action. 
As proposed, this pond will not result in the introduction of koi into nearby public waters. The 
escape of koi into the Yellowstone Drainage would add to the existing carp population.  No 
significant impacts were identified in this analysis. 
 
EA prepared by:   J. Darling 
 
Comments will be accepted until     October 20, 2000                       
 
Comments should be sent to: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
                              Attn: Fisheries Manager 
                              2300 Lake Elmo Drive 
                             Billings, MT  59105  


