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Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the Flint Creek Water Project Easement Transfer for
the Allendale, Metcalf, East and Marshall Canals, and associated water rights, and is submitted for your consideration.
Please feel free to contact me at (406) 444-6622 (e-mail idomino@rstate.mt.us) should you have any questions or
comments. Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m., September 30 2002. Comments can also be mailed to: MT Dept.
of Natural Resources and Conservation, State Water Projects Bureau, 48 N. Last Chance Gulch, P.O. Box 201601, Helena,
MT 59620-1601, attn. James P. Domilo. Copies of the EA are available upon request. The EA can also be viewed on the
DNRC website at wwrv.dnrc.state.mt.us. Thank you.
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DRAFT ENVI RONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

MEPA CHECKLIST

Part l. Proposed Action Description

1. Type of Proposed StateAction

2. Agency Authority forthe Proposed Ac,tion

Ownen MT Dept. of Natural Resources and ConServation: Sec. 85-1-210. 85-1-211. 85&109 (5) (1992) MCA.

3. Name of Project Flint Creek Water Project, Allendate, Metcalf, East, and Marshall Canals Easement and
Water Rights Transfer

4. Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency)

MT. Dept. of Nafur:al Resources & Conservation,4S N. Last Chance Gulch, P.O. Box 201601, Helena,
MT 59620- 1601 (406)4/|4€erc

5. lf Applicable: Estimated Constuction/Commen@ment Date November 1.2002
Estimated Completion Date December3l 2002
CunentStatus of Project Design (% complete) N/A %

6. Location Aff€cted by Propoaed Action (county, ftnge and township)

Granite @untv - Toflnshio 5N. Ranse 14W. Sections 4.5.7.8
T5N. R1 5W. Sec. 1 3.14. 1 9.24.25.26.31 : TGN. R14W. Sec. 3.4. 1 0. 1 6.21.27.32
T7N. R14W. Sec: 16.17.21.28.3i!.34: T10N. R13W. Sec. 1.2.10.11.12.14.15.16.29.33

7. Proiec{ She: Estimate the number of acres that would be dircc,tly atrected that are cumently:
(a) Developed:

Residential ......acres
Industrial..... .... acres
Open Spacd
Woodlands/
Recreation.. ....g49S

(b) Wetands/Riparian
Areas.......... .. acres

(d) Productive:
Inigated cropland...... .. acres
Dry cropland gqeg
Foresty...... acres
Rangeland ..................8@

CIher:..lnigation Canals...38.4 miles total(e)x

8. Map/site plan: attach an original8 112" x 11" or larger section of the most recent USGS
7.5'series topographic map showing the location and boundaries of the area that would be
affected by the proposed action. A difierent map scale may be substituted if more
appropriate or if required by agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be attached.

Maps attached.



t
9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits and Purpose of the
Proposed Action.

The proposed action calls for the transfer of easements and water rights related to irrigation canals that are part of
the Flint Creek Water Project. The proposed easement transfer includes the Allendale, Metcalf, East and Marshall
Canals. The canals are located on private and state school trust lands in Granite County. The transfer would be
accomplished by a quitclaim deed, with no monetary transactions between the State and the Flint Creek Water
Users Association. The original easements were initiated from the 1930's to the early 1950's. The transfer of these
property interests will absolve the State of any liability associated with the project and reduces the State's
adm inistrative duties.

10. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or additionaljurisdiction.

(a) Permits:
Aqencv Name Permit Date Filed/#

N/A



10. (Gontinued)

(b) Funding:

Aoencv Name Fundino Amount

11.

wA

(c) OtherOverlappingorAdditionalJurisdictionalResponsibilities:

Aoencv Name Tvoe of Resoonsibilitv

N/A

List of Agencies Consulted during Prcparation of the EA:

MT State Library, NafuralResources Information System

MT State Historic Prcservation Office

4



Part ll. Environmental

1. PHYSICAL ENVIRoNMENT

Checklist Review

Unknown * No lmpacts Minor
lmpacts"

IMPACTS

Potentially
Signiflcant
lmpacts*

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Index

1. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Soil instability or
changes in geologic
substructure?

b. Disruption,
displacement, erosion,
compaction, moisture loss,
or over-covering of soil
which would reduce
productivity or fertility?

c. Destruction, covering or
modification of any unique
geologic or physical
features?

d. Changes in siltation,
deposition or erosion
patterns that may modify
the channel of a river or
stream or the bed or shore
of a lake?

e. Exposure of people or
property to earthquakes,
landslides, ground failure,
or other natural hazard?

f. Other:



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(Gontinued)

2. AIR

Wll the proposed action
result in:

a. Emission of air
pollutanb or deterioralion
of amblent air qualitY?

b. Creation oJ

objectionable odon?

c. Alteration of air
movement moisfure, or
temperature patems or
any cfiange in dimate,
either locally or rcgionallf

d. Advese efecG on
vegetation, indudlng
crops, due tc increased
emi3sions of pollutanb?

e. Othec

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpac'ts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Indo<

X

x

x



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

3. WATER

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Discharge into surface
water or any alteration of
surface water quality
including but not limited to
temperature, dissolved
oxygen or turbidity?

b. Changes in drainage
patterns or the rate and
amount of surface runof?

c. Alteration of the course
or magnitude of flood
water or other flows?

d. Changes in the amount
of surface water in any
water body or creation of a
new water body?

e. Exposure of people or
property to water related
hazards such as flooding?

f. Changes in the quality of
groundwater?

g. Changes in the quantity
of groundwater?

h. lncrease in the risk of
contamination of surface
or groundwater?

i. Violation of the Montana
Non-Degradation Statute?

j. Effects on any existing
water right or reservation?

k. Effects on other water
users as a result of any
alteration in surface or
groundwater quality?

l. Effects on other users as
a result of any alteration in
surface or groundwater
quantity?

Unknown*
No lmpact Minor

lmpacts*

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts*

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Index



I

PIIYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

4. VEGETATION

Wll the proposed action
result in:

a. Changes in he
diversity, prcd ucdvity or
abundance of plant
species (includirlg trees,
shrubs, grass, crops, and
aquatic planb)?

b. Alteration of a plant
communM

c. Adverse effect on any
unique, rare, threatened,
or endangered plant
species?

d. Redudion in acreage or
productivity of any
agricultural land?

e. Eshblishment or sproad
of noxious weeds?

f. Other:

IMPACTS

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts-
Potentially
Significant
lmpacts*

Can lmpacts
be mitigated*

Gomment Index

X

x

X

x

x

4c

4c.) A file search on plant species of special con@rn was conducted by the Natural Resources Information System
of the Montana State Library. Plant species of special concem known to exist in the Flint and Rock Creek basins
include the northem buftercup, peculiar moonwort, straightbeak buttercup, simple kobresia, Missoula phlox, and
waw moonwort . lt is not anticipated that any plant species of special @noern would be impacted by the proposed
easement transfer. Montrana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (DFWP) and the U.S Fish & Wldlife Service (FWS) will also
have the opportunity to comment on the proposed action. Any comments or recommendations received from the
DR rP and/or the FWS will be incorporated into the Final EA and Notice of Decision.



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(Continued )

5. FISHA/VILDLIFE

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Deterioration of critical
fish or wildlife habitat?

b. Changes in the
diversity or abundance of
game animals or bird
species?

c. Changes in the
diversity or abundance of
nongame species?

d. Inhoduction of new
species into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to
the migration or
movement of animals?

f. Adverse effects on any
unique, rare, threatened,
or endangered species?

g. Increase in conditions
that stress wildlife
populations or limit
abundance (including
harassment, legal or
illegal harvest or other
human activity)?

h. Other:

IMPACTS

Unknown*
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts"
Potentially
Significant
Impacts*

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment lndex

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

5a

5d

5e

5f

v5

Sa-g) A file search on animal species of special concern \/as conducted by the Natural Resources Infornnation
System of the Montana State Library. Bull trout and westslope cutthroat trout are know to exist in the Flint and Rock
Creek basins, within Flint Creek, the East Fork of Rock Creek Reservoir and various tributaries. The lynx is also
listed as a statewide species of special concern. Other listed species found within the basin include bald eagles, a
great blue heron rookery, bearmouth mountain snail, byrne resort snail, great grey owl, and boreal owl. lt is not
anticipated that the proposed easement transfer would impact any listed animal species of special concern.
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (DFWP) and the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) will also have the opportunity
to comment on the proposed action. Any comments or recommendations received from the DFWP and/or the FWS
will be incorporated into the Final EA and Notice of Decision.



2. Ht llAtrl
ENVIRONMEI{T

6. NOISSELECTRICAL
EFFECTS

Wll the proposed ac{on
result in:

a. lncreases In e{sting
nolse levels?

b. Exposure ofpeople to
severe or nuisance noise
levels?

c. Creation of elecEosbtc
or electnomagnetic efiects
ttat could be debimental
b human health or
prppertl/?

d. lnterference with radio
or blevision reception and
operafion?

e. Oher:

Minor
lmpacts*

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment Index



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

7. LAND USE

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Alteration of or
interference with the
productivity or profi tability
of the existing land use of
an area?

b. Conflict with a
designated natural area or
area of unusual scientific
or educational
importance?

c. Conflict with any
existing land use whose
presence would constrain
or potentially prohibit the
proposed action?

d. Adverse effects on or
relocation of residences?

e. Increase regulatory
restrictions on private
property rights?

f. Other:

No lmpacts Minor
lmpacts*

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts*

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Index



HUIIAN ENVIRONilIENT
(Gontinued)

8. RISI(HEALTH
HAZARDS

Wll the propos€d adion
result ln:

a. Risk of an explosion or
release of hazadous
substances (including but
not limited tc oll,
pesticides, cfi emicals, or
nadiation) in the event of
an acddent or other brms
of disruption?

b. Afiect an efsting
emergency response or
emefgency evacuaton
plan or create a need fur a
nar plan?

c. Creation of any human
health hazad or pobntial
ttezc]rd?

d. Oher

Minor
lmpactst

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment Index



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

9. COMMUNITY
IMPACTS

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Alteration of the
location, distribution,
density, or groMh rate of
the human population of
an arca?

b. Alteration of the social
structure of a community?

c. Alteration of the level or
distribution of employment
or community or personal

income?

d. Changes in industrial or
commercial activity?

e. lncreased traffic
hazards or effects on
existing transportation
facilities or pattems of
movement of people and
goods?

f. Other:

No lmpacts Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated"

Gomment IndexMinor
lmpacts*



HUIIAT{ ENVIRONMENT
(Gontinued)

10. PUBLICSERVICES/
TA)(ESi/UTILITIES

Wll the proposed aciion:

a. Have an effsc* upon or
result in a need br new or
altered govemmental
seMces in any of the
bllowing areas: fire or
police protedion, scltools,
parks/recreatonal
facilites, roads or other
public malnbnance, wabr
supply, sorer or septic
sysbms, solid waste
disposal, heallh, or other
govemmental seMces? lf
any, specif:

b. Hav6 an effecl upon the
local or staE tax base and
revenues?

c. Result in a ne€d br new
fadlilies orsubsbntal
alteralions of any of he
btlodng utlites: elecfic
power, natural gas, olher
tuel supply or distributon
slrstems, or
communications?

d. Result in increased use
ofany energy source?

e. Othen

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts'

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacb'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment Index

o



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Gontinued)

11. AESTHETICS/
RECREATION

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Alteration of any scenic
vista or creation of an
aesthetically offensive site
or effect that is open to
public view?

b. Alteration of the
aesthetic character of a
community or
neighborhood?

c. Alteration of the quality
or quantity of recreational
opportunities and
settings?

d. Other:

IMPACTS

No lmpacts Minor
lmpacts*

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts"

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Index



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Contlnued)

12. gglIgBAU
HISTORICAL
RESOURCES

lMll he proposed ac{on
result in:-

a. Desfuclion or
alteraton pf any site,
stucture or objecl of
prehisbric, historic, or
pabontcloglcal
importance?

b. Phpical drange that
uould atrect unique
cr.rlfural wlues?

c. Efiecb on odstng
religioug or sacred uses
of a site or area?

IMPACTS

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts'
Potentially
Signifcant
lmpacb'

Can lmpacts
be Miiigated'

Comment Index

X

x

X

12b

't2c

d.Othen

12a,b & c) An assessment on potential impacts to cultural resources resulting from this transferwas completed

by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The SHPO indicated that since no ground disturbing ac*ivities 
.

will take place, this action has a low likelihood of impacting cultural properties.

O



3. SIGNIFICANCE
CRITERIA

13. SUMMARY
EVALUATION OF
SIGNIFICANCE

Will the proposed action,
considered as a whole:

a. Have impacts that are
individually limited, but
cumulatively
considerable? (A project or
program may result in

impacts on two or more
separate resources which
create a significant effect
when considered together
or in total.)

b. Involve potential risks or
adverse effects which are
uncertain but extremely
hazardous if they were to
occur?

c. Potentially conflict with
the substantive
requirements of any local,
state, or federal law,
regulation, standard or
formal plan?

d. Establish a precedent or
likelihood that tuture
actions with significant
environmental impacts will
be proposed?

e. Generate substantial
debate or controversy
about the nature of the
impacts that would be
created?

f. Other:

Unknown-
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts*

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts-

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment Index

T7



Part lll. Alternatives and Evaluation

1. Description and analysis of reasonable altematives (including the no action alternative) to the proposed action

whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives

would be implemented:

A. No action - Would result in continued State liability for the propefi and continue the need for administrative
oversight. The canals no longer provide benefits to the State.

B. Proceed as planned with the project - This will have the beneficial effects of eliminating the State's liability and

administrative oversight of the property.

2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the agency or another
govemment agency:

No impacts are anticipated because of this proposed action.

3. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? YES / NO lf an EIS is not required,
explain why.

The EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action.

This is appropriate due to the absence of any negative impacts, and the beneficialoutcome in allowing the State to
absolve itself of the liability and adminisfative oversight responsibilities for this property.

4. Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the complexity and the seriousness o'
the environmental issues as.sociated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate undil
the circumstances?

The appropriate level of public involvement for this proposal is the distribution of the draft EA to those agencies,
groups and individuals listed on the EA cover page for review and/or comment. This is an appropriate level of
public involvement considering the absence of any negative impacts associated with the proposed action.

5. Duration oJcomment pedod if any: Copies of the EA can be obtained ftom the address listed below.

Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m., September 30 2002 and should be submitted to DNRC at the address
listed below

6. Name, title, addresses and telephone number of the Person(s) Responsible for Preparing the EA:

James P. Domino, Environmental Specialist, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Water
Resources Division, Stiate Water Projects Bureau,48 N. Last Chance Gulch, P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT

59620-1601, (406) 444-6622. a'mail jdomino@state.mt.us

l8



Part lV. Narrative Evaluation and Comment

The project as proposed does not have any identified negative impacts. The public benefits of eliminating the
State's liability and administrative oversight responsibilities for irrigation canals are ample justification for the
proposed transfer of the easements. Species of special concern know to exist in the area would be unaffected by
the proposed transfer. Public health and safety would not be negatively impacted by the proposed action.
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MoNTANA HrsroRrcAr- SocrETy
225 Nonh Roberc + PO. Box 201201 + Helena, MT 59620-t2}l

+ 60A 444-2694 + FAX (406) 444-2696 + ww'w.monranahiscoricalsociery.org +

September 20,2001

James P. Domino
Montana Deparhent of Natural Resor:rces and Conservation
State Water Projects Bureau
PO Box 201601
Helen4 MT 59620-1601

RE: FLINT CREEK IRRIGATION EASEMENTS TRANSFER. SI{po project #:
2001092002

Dear Mr. Domino:

I have conducted a cultural resource file search for the above-cited project. 4ssslding to
our records their area cr:rrently no historic or archaeological sites located within the
designated search areas. Our files do show, however, that five cultural resource
inventories have been conducted within a few of the designated sections. I have enclosed
a list of these reports, which includes basic bibtiographic information such as author, title,
and date completed. ffyou would like more information regarding these repons you may
contact me at the number listed below.

We feel that if no new ground disturbance will occur as the result of this undertaking that
there is a low likelihood that this undertaking q,{ll impact unknown or unrecorded
cultural properties. However if cultural materials are encountered drning the course of the
project we would ask that or.u office be contacted and the site investigated. Thank you for
consulting with us.

If you have any fi.uther questions or comments you may contact me at (406)-444-7767 or
by e-mail at dmurdo@.state.mt.us.

Sincerely,

Damon Mrudo
Cultural Records Manager

Enclosure:

File: DNRCAMATER/200l

Srmr Hrsroruc PnnsrnverroN OFFTGE o
+ (04 444-7715 + FAX(406) 444-6575

1410 86 Ave + PO. Box 201202 + Hdena, MT



Stute Historic Preservution Office
Cultural Resource Annotated Bibliography System

Report

SA}IDRA L. AIID GREGORY R. IJEETZ
DEER LoDeE NATroNArr FoREsr ErsToRrc pREsERvATroN J$ID
M,;ANAEEMENT PLATI . ATTNAAL REPORT

CR-LAS Docunent Number: ZZ L 22425

Report Date:

09t20/2001

MORRIS

./ ,"/ rooo

PASSMANN
//

L/ ,/ 19q9

DORT, ET AL.
7998 IIRCS NEEATTVE FINDINES REPORT. (GRANTTE COVIIiEY)

CRABS Docu.meat Nurnber: eN 6 2L77L

PASSMJANN
//

1/ / 1000

DORT, ET AL.
7998 ITNCS NEEATIVE

CRABS Document Number:

FINDTNGS REPORT. (ERjiDIITE COTINTY)

GN 6 2L77L

PASSIiTJANN
//

l,/ / 2ft01

DORI, ET AL.
2OOO .!'RCS COMPTLATION OT TIELD STAFF
FOR GRATITTE COUNITY 

'IOITEANACR.a,BS DocnneD.t Number: eN 6 23463

NEEATIW FTITOINGS REPORTS

STEERE
//'7/ 1n/ 1AA1

PETER L.
BLACK PINE MINING CO.,
CRABS Documeat Nunber: GN 1

PROJECT

3838

STEERE/./
7/ lfJ/ 19A1

PETER L.
BLACK PTNE MININE CO. , PRO.TECT

CRABS DocrlmeDt llumber: cN 1 3g3g

MOORE

,/ ,r" l qqo
CONNTE N.. ET AL
CALTVRAIT RESOARCE IM/EIiIiIORY: I{OIIIEANA DEPARTIIIEI{T OF EIenWAyS t
79-2(77)48 - TT;AXVIIJLE DRIj/MTTOND PROTIECT

CRABS Docr&eat Nunber: cN 4 395C






