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Proiecf Name: Skowen-T)NRC Wetland Resforetinn Pronosed Tmnlementalion l)ate: 5 12002

Pronnnent' Mnntrna Denrrtmenf nf Fish Wildlife & Parkc /FWP)

Tlpe and Purpose of Action: This project involves restoring o 33-oc wetlond north of Chinook, MT. The wetlond wos
originolly ditched yeors ogo to deliver woter into o livestock wotering pit on odjocent privote property, By filling
in this ditch, the livestock pit will likely be dried up during most yeors, To mitigote for the loss of woter. we ore
proposing to develop o well which would provide woter to both the School Trust lond ond odjocent deeded
property vio o wotering tonk olong the fence line.

Estimoted costs ore os follows
- fill in ditch = 5500
- drillond cose well- S23/ft X 500'= Sl.l,500
- power to well - S.|250/300ft X 600' = 52,500

pump, tonk, electricol hook-up, misc. setup = S1,200
Totol estimoted cost = S.l5.700

Portner commitments follows
- Ducks Unlimited = 53.750
- USFWS Portners For Wildlife = 53.750
- Londowner/lessee = $.|,200 (i,e, tonk, elec., pump, misc. setup)
- Stote Migrotory Bird Stomp = 56,500
- Cooperotive ogreement for dirt work = 5500.

.The octuol dirt work necessory for restoring the wetlond will be port of o bid pockoge hondled by Ducks
Unlimited through o cooperotive ogreement with FWP Migrotory Bird Stomp Progrom ond USFWS Portners for
Wildlife,

A mop of the project site con be requested from Rick Northrup, Wildlife Biologist ot 406-654-134.l ,

Location: Project oreo is in Bloine County, MT; T35N
DIAE Qan ?A' l l milac nnrth-nnrth\^/6e+ ^f /^hinnnlz

County: Blaine

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR
INDIVfDUALS CONTACTED: Provide a brief
n1-,rnnn1nn., nf rl-,a aa^n.i h^ -hA annni nn9rrr urruf vvy v! urre >vvlJrrrv arru urrvurrrv
involvement for this proiect.

We have worked with the lessee and adjacent
landowner (both Duane Skoyen) and
Department of Naturaf Resources and
Conservation (DNRC) to achieve an aqreement
which works for both parties. Additional
funding was acquired from Ducks Unfimited,
Inc., U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
Duane Skoven.

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH
JURISDICTTON, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED:

DNRC is responsible for administ.ering the
State School Trust land on which the
drained wet.l-and is located.

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSTDERED:

Action Alternative

No AcLion Alternative

'l'ha {nrcferred) Action Alternative is as\y!v!v!rv\4/

described under "Type and Purpose of
Action". The No Action Afternative would
maintain the status quo. That is, the 33-
acre wetland would not be restored and the
benefits qained from the projecL woul-d not



II IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
RESOURCE tYlN] POTENTIAL IMPACTS

N = Not PresenL or No Impact will
occur.
Y = Impacts mav occur (explain below)

4.GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY
AlrlD MOISTURE: Are fragile, compactible or
unstable soils present? Are there unusual
geologic features? Are there special
reclamation considerations?

[n] This project would resuLt in returning
a wetland-type soil to its original natural
moisture regime.

5.WATER QUATITY, QUAI{TITY AND
DISTRIBUTION: Are important surface or
groundwater resources present? Is there
potential for violation of ambient waEer
qualiEy standards, drinking water maximum
contaminant leve1s, or degradation of water
crualitv?

lnl This project w111 restore Lhe natural
hydrologry.

6.AIR QUALITY: Will pollutants or
particulate be produced? Is the project
influenced by air quality regulations or
zones (Class I airshed) ?

Lnl

T.VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND
QUALITY: Will vegetative comrnunities be
perrnanently altered? Are any rare plants
or cover types present?

lnl This project would restore a natural
wetland habitat tlpe with its associated
h t ant | 1 16
Yfs.rv

S.TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE
AND HAIIITATS: Is there substantial use of
the area by important wildlife, birds or
fish?

tyl This wetland wouLd provide excellent
temporary wetland habitat for migrating and
breeding shorebirds and waterfowl.

9.UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED
EIWIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Are any federally
listed threatened or endangered species or
identified habitat present? Any wetlands?
Sensitive Species or Species of special

concern?

tyl Under the present condition, Lhis site
does not. provide wetland habitat. However,
once the drainage ditch is plugged, the
wetland wiLl be restored to its natural
condition, providing wetland habitat for a
varietv of wildl-ife and plant species.

lO.HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES:
Are any historical, archaeologrical or

paleontological resources present?

[n] At present we do not expect there to be
significant cultural resources. The actual
fill borrow site will be reviewed by a
certified archaeologist prior to completing
the proiect.

II.AESTHETICS: Is the project on a
prominent topographic feature? Will it be
visible from populated or scenic areas?
Will there be excessive noise or liqht?

lnl This site will provide aesthetj-c value
to passersby on t.he adjacent county road.

].2.DEMANDS ON ENVTRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF
LAAID, WATER, ArR OR ENERGY: Will the
project use resources that are limited in
the area? Are there other activities
nearbv that wiLl- affects the proiect?

lnl

13 . OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS
PERTINENT TO THE AREA: Are ThErC OIhCr

lnl



II. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVTRONMENT
studies, pfans or proiects on this tract?

III IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION
RESOURCE [Y/N] POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

MEASURES
14. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: Will this

project add to health and safety risks
in the area?

lnl

15. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION: Will- the
project add to or alter t.hese
activities ?

[n] The actual- construction work and well-
driI1inn vriII nrnrrida t-pmnararrz income fofs!+rffrrY vvfrr yr

local businesses. The well will provide a
consistent source of water for livestock.

16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUT]ON OF
EMPLOYMENT: Will the project create,
move or eliminate jobs? If so,
estimated number.

lnl

17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX
REVENUES: Will the projecL create or
eliminate tax revenue?

tnl

l-8. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: Wi-1I
substantial traffic be added to
existing roads? Will other services
(fire protection, police, schools, etc)
be needed?

lnl

19. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND
GOALS: Are Lhere State, County, City,
USFS, BLM, Tribal, etc. zoning or
manaqement plans in effect?

lnl

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL
AND WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: ATE
wilderness or recreational areas nearby
or accessed througrh this tract? Is
there recreational potential within the
tract?

f rrl 'l'here :re httnt- i nn onnnrf rrn i ties in theL jf J rrY vYYv!

project area. Sharp-tailed grouse and
pronghorn commonly frequent this area. The
wetland project is not expected to provide
additional hunting opportunity but will
result in increased waterfowl production in
!L^ --^^Lrle a! ea .

21. DENSITY AND DTSTRTBUTTON OF POPULATTON
AND HOUSING: WiIl the project add to
the population and require additional
housinq?

lnl

22. SOC]AL STRUCTURES AND MORES: rs some
disruption of native or traditional
l-ifestvles or communities possible?

In]

23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: WilI
the action cause a shift in some unioue
quali-tv of the area?

Inl

24. OTHER APPROPRTATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CIRCUMSTANCES:

lnl

ljA unecK-Lt-str

Date:

DranaraA Prr.us uJ. Rick Northrup, Wildlife Bioloqist

IV. FINDTNG:
25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED:

STGNTFICANCE OF POTENTIAL TMPACTS:



or Further ronmen S:

I l EIS t I More Detailed EjA [ ] tto Further Analysis

EA Checklist Approved By: Reqional Supervisor
Tirle

o


