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Region One '
490 North Meridian Rd.
Kalispell, MT'59901
(406) 752-5501
FAX: 406-257-0349
Ref:DV179-03
October 2,2003

TO: Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Helena, 59620-1704
Dept. of Environmental Quality, Planning, Prevention & Assistance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901
Dept. of Environmental Quality, Permitting Compliance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Director's Office - Reg Peterson, Parks Division - Walt Timmerman, Legal
Unit - Brandi Fisher, Design & Construction - PaulValle, FederalAid - Bobbi Keeler
Confederated Salish & KootenaiTribes, PO Box 278,Pab\o,59855
Montana HistoricalSociety, SHPO,225 North Roberts, Veteran's Memorial Building, Helena,59620-1201
Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena, 59620-1800
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental lnformation Center, PO Box 1184, Helena,59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena,59624
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parks Foundation, PO Box728, Libby, 59923
Montana State Parks Association, PO Box 699, Billings, 59103
Joe Gutkoski, President, Montana River Action Network, 304 N 18h Ave., Bozeman, 59715
Rep.'Joey Jayne, 299 Lumpry Road, Arlee,59821-9747
Rep. John Brueggeman,32l Lakeview Drive, Polson, 59860-9317
Rep. Bernie Olson, 161 Lakeside Blvd., Lakeside, 59922
Rep. Stanley Fisher,76 Golf Terrace Dr., Bigfork,59911-0697
Sen. Bob Keenan, Box 697, Bigfork, 5991 1-0697
Sen. Mike Taylor, Box 152, Proctor, 59929-0152
Lake County Commissioners, 106 Fourth Avenue East, Polson, 59860
Flathead County Commissioners, 800 S Main Street, Kalispell, 59901

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), Region One, has written an environmental assessment (EA) for the
purpose of improving motorboat access facilities at Flathead Lake State Park-West Shore, including boat
ramp repair, dock and toilet installation, shoreline stabilization, and a boat trailer parking lot.

Questions and comments will be accepted until November 22,2003. Please direct your questions or

/nli
Enclosure
c: Polson City Library, PO Box 820, Polson, 59860
Flathead County Library, 247 Fist Avenue E, Kalispell, 59901
Flathead County Library, PO Box 472,Bigtork, 59911
Flathead Lakers, PO Box 70, Polson, 59860
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e-mail mawatkins@state.mt.us.
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WEST SHORE MOTORBOAT ACCESS PROJECT

MEPA/NEPA/H8495 CHECKLIST

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

Acre

(a) Developed:

reeldentLal

induat,rlal

(b) Ooan

(c) lletlanda/Riparlan Ar€aa ...

Acrea

(d) Floodp1aLn...

(e) Productlver

irriqated crooland..

drv cropland

for€atrv 0.5

ranoalanp

DMFT
1. Type of Proposed State Action: lmprove motorboat access facilities at

Flathead Lake State Park-West Shore including boat ramp repair, dock and toilet
installation, shoreline stabilization, and a boat trailer parking lot.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action:
Montana Codes Annotated 23-1-101
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Region 1,
490 North Meridian Road, Kalispel!, MT 59901. Te!: (406) 752-5101

3. Name of Project: West Shore Motorboat Access Proiect

4. Name, Address, and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the

. 
agency): N/A '

5. lf Applicable:

Estimated Gonstruction/GommencementDate: March 2004
Estimated Gompletion Date: June 2004
Gurrent Status of Project Design (% complete): 70o/o

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range, and township):
Section 4, T25N, R20W, M.P.M., in Lake County.

7. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected
that are currently:
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8. Map/Site Plan: Attach an original $yz" x 11" or larger section of the most
recent USGS 7.5'series topographic map showing the location and
boundaries of the area that would be affected by the proposed action. A
different map scale may be substituted if more appropriate or if required by
agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be attached.

See Appendix A - area maps

9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project, lncluding the
Benefits and Purpose of the Proposed Action:

West Shore State Park is located on the west shore of Flathead Lake south of the
community of Lakeside. !t provides ready access to some of the better fishing
opportunities on the lake and is therefore heavily used year-round for boating access.
lf the lake freezes, which it does on average once every ten years, ice fishing takes
place at this location also.

During september 2002 (september 12,2002, FWP News Release), FWP Region 1

conducted a scoping process to identify the public's attitude toward various types of
opportunities and facilities at West Shore. This was done through an open house and
the opportunity for the public to complete and mai! in a questionnaire that was available
at local sporting goods stores. Adjacent landowners were also contacted and mailed a
copy of the survey. The results of the informal survey completed at that time showed
public support for keeping the park relatively primitive as compared to other parks
around Flathead Lake. !n addition, the public wanted there to be a mix of camping
opportunity at the park for various types of camping units. ln genera!, the proposed
changes and developments proposed in this action were favored, with support for
improving the launch and relocating the campsites in Loop B to the road going to the
overlook (October 15,2002, FWP News Release). With completion of this project,
Loop A could be limited to vehicles under 12'in length, which would provide tent and
pickup-camper camping opportunity to maintain the mix of camping opportunity desired
by the public.

Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) has received funding through Boat-ln-Lieu taxes and
federal funding to repair the boat ramp, install a dock and wavebreak, stabilize
approximately 50 feet of shoreline with rock riprap, install three handicapped-
accessible vault toilets, and increase the boat trailer parking at the West Shore unit of
Flathead Lake State Park. Plans call for eliminating Camp Loop B with eight campsites
to provide an additiona! twelve boat trailer and ten single-vehicle parking spaces. The
conversion of campsites above the current day-use parking lot to boat trailer parking is
necessary due to the steep topography limiting parking near the shoreline area. The
campsites will be relocated to other locations in the park.
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10. Listing of Any Other Local, State, or FederalAgency That Has Overlapping
or Additional J urisdiction:

(a) Permits:

Aqdncv Name Permit Date Filed/#
US Army Corps of Section 404 Permit
Engineers (COE)
Lake County Land Services Lakeshore Construction Permit

(b) Funding:

Aqencv Name Funding Amount
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks $571,322

(c) OtherOverlapping orAdditional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

Asencv Name Tvpe of Responsibilitv
N/A

11. List of Agencies Gonsulted During Preparation of the EA:

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Nation' Flathead County Planning and Zoning Office (www.co.flathead.mt.us)
Lake County Land Services Office
Montana State Historic Preservation Office
Montana Natural Resource lnformation System (http://nhp.nris.state.mt.us)
Montana FWP Fisheries Biologist
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE)
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service
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1.

A.

Evaluation of the impacts of the proposed action, including secondary and cumula\-a
impacts on the physical and human environment.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

1. I,AND RESOI'RCES

9{111 the proposed action regult inr

IUPAETO

Can lry)acE
B€

MitlgatedO
Cd[lent
IndexUnloornO Non€ MinorO

Pot6ntlaIIy
Stgnlficant

>a. So11 lnstablllty or changea ln
geofoglc Bubstructure?

x Y-BS 1a.

b. Dlaruption, dlaplace&ont, eroaLon,
coqractlon, Dol8turo loag, or over-
covering of aoil, whLch would reduce
productlvLty or fertllity?

I YBS 1b.

>c. De8tructJ,on, covering, or
urodlficatlon of any unlque geologJ.c or
physlcal featureg?

x

d. Changea ln Blltatlon, depoaitl,on, or
eroaion patterna that nry nodtfy the
channel of a rlver or stream, or the bed
or ghore of a lake?

x t-Es 1d.

e. Eq)osur€ of people or proparty to
earthquakpa, landelr.dea, ground failure,
or other natural hazard?

x

f. Other (ltst)
Narratlvo D€acriptl.on and Bvaluatlon of the el,rnrlatlve and octa on Land Reaources (Attach addltiostal
pages of narratlve lf needed) r

1a & b. The removal of trees and dirt; leveling for parking; adding rock riprap, a wavebreak, and a boat dock; and boat ramp
widening will initially result in some minor loss of topsoil materials. However, once in place, the riprap and wavebreak would
stabilize the bank, and loss of materialwould be minimized. Without the project, wave action eating into the bank will
Gontinue to cause some minor erosion damage to the shoreline and boat ramp area with resultant loss of bank material and
exposure of tree roots.

1d. There will be short-term soil disruption during construction activities and placement of the rocks and fabric along the
bank. The proposed action will reduce siltation and deposition along the shoreline, and reduce erosion problems bytreating a
rock barrier "riprap" at the southern end of the park at high water levels and a wavebreak at the boat dock. The use of filtei
fabric will allow water to pass through the riprap, but will prevent the filtration of fines and sediments back into the lake.

o

a
a,)

rncrud€ a BrraElve expluti@ udcr part rrr describing the acope ild lcver of inEacE. rf theor cil not be evaluated.
rncludc a narraEive descrlption addressing thc item identified in 12.g.G04-1a (Arr).
DetQmine uhcthcr the deacribed itrE)act my reaulE and reapond on Ehe checkliat. Describc ily
rnclude a disaaalon abot the laaue in the EA narrative and inc:,ude dosrentation if ic uill
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irpact i8 unknM, s:(plaitr uhy the unloom iq)act h\\/
mlnor or potentlally sigmificant inpacts.
bc useful.



IYllI the propoaed actl.on result 1n:

Narrative DescrJ.ptlon and Erralua on of the C\.nnulative and ry Bffects on Alr R€aourcoa (Attach

2a &b.There will be emissions of exhaust fumes from the construction equipment during the working period. The work will
Ae place ifi the early spring when the lake water level is drawn down and the campground is closed. Homes to the south' ) primarily occupied during the summer or on weekends, and owners should not be affected.

PotentJ.ally
Slgniflcant

>a. Entsslon of air pollutanta or
deterioratlon of anbient alr gualtty?
(Aleo aee 13c.)

b. Creatlon of obJectlonable odora?

c. Alt,eration of al.r moveuont, moJ.ature,
or t€[tr)eratur€ patterna or any change in
climate, elther locally or reElonal

d. Adveree effecta on vegetatlon,
lncluding cropa, due to increaaed
m{ ss{6ns of pollutanta?

.6. Eor P-R/D-{, prol€cts, wJ.Il the
project reeult in any dJ.acharge, which
wlll confllct rlth federal or atat€ alE

IJ.ty rega? (Alao eee 2a.)

pagea of narratLve 1f needed) r

o

a
aa

Includ€ a Errrt.lva crqrlution udcr Par! rII alescri-bing the sco[E and levcl of ltrIEct.. If the itrpact ie unkm, o(plain uhy thc unJ(M irTEct ha8 rccor can not bc evaluated.
Includc a narratlvc dcacrlptlon addressing thc iEqG ident.ificd in 12.8.804-1a (ARt{).
Deteminc rhethcr thc dc3cribed irqracE Ey reault ad reapond on Ehc chccklist . Deacrlbe uy mJ.nor or potrnt.lally signi,f icuE iq)accs.
lnclude a disolsion about. the lsaue in the EA narrativc and lnclude domntation if it, utll bc uBeful
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3.@
WtIl th€ propoaed actlon re8ult in!

IMPACTO

Can lq)act
B€

ultlgat6dO
co!}t.r€
IndexUnlsroraO None MlnorO

Pot€ntlaIly
SlgmJ.f lcant

>a. Dlscharge Intso aurface water or arry
alteratloD of surface rater qualJ.ty,
lncludlng but not llmJ'ted to tdE)€ratur€,
dlaaolved oxtgen, or turbl.dl,trr?

x YBS 3a.

b. Changae ln dral.nage patt€rarB or th€
rat€ and anount of aurface runoff?

x YBS 3b.

c. Alteration of the cours€ or magmJ.tude
of floodrater or other flows?

x

d. Changea ln the rmount of surface water
Ln any wat€r body or creatlon of a new
water body?

x

e. Eqrosure of p€opl€ or property to
wat€r-related hazards auch ag floodlns?

x

f. Changea ln the euallty of qroundwater? x

g. Changea ln the quantlty of groundrat€r? x

h. Incr€aae ln rlsk of contsanl.nation of
aurface or Eroundwat€r?

x

1. Bff€cts on any oxl.atl,ng wat€r rlght or
r6servation?

x

J. Bff€cts on oth6r rater u6€r8 a! a
reault of any alteratlon ln aurface or
groundwat€r quall.ty?

x

k. Bff6cts on oth€r ua€r3 a8 a reault of
any alteratlon 1n aurfac€ or groundwater
quantlty?

x

oo1. qLBlEI, wlll th€ proj€ct affect
a desJ,gnated floodplaln? (AIso see 3c.)

x YBS 31.

.!l. For P-R/D-ir, will the proj€ct regult
J.n any dJ.scharge that r11I aff€ct federal
or atato wat€r quallty regulatlons? (Alao
ae€ 3a.)

x

n. Otherr N/A

NarratLv€ DescrLptl.on and ErraluatLon of the G.trrulatLve and Secondary Effects on Water R€sources (Attach addltionalpages of narrat,ive Lf needed):

3a' There.may be minor short-term water turbidity when the water level rises to full 'pool and washes the excess fine
materials, loosened from rock placement disturbance, back into the lake. Mitigation measures entail performing the work in
the spring when the water level is down to minimize runoff. The construction equipment will be kept above and out of the
water so as to minimize disturbance of the area below the high water mark.

3b. The rate and amount of surface runoff will not be altered; however, the drainage patterns will be changed and redirected
to ensure that runoff from r99! and parking surfaces does not impact lake water quality. All road and parking surfaces will be
paved to reduce the potential for erosion and siltation into Flathead Lake. :

Includ€ a narraEive cr(Plutiw under part III describlng the acc,pe ild lcvel of iqEct. If the iq)act. iso

a

aa

or cu not bc avaluated.
Include a narraclve dcacriplion
DeEeminc rheEhcr the described
Include a diaosaion about the

unkM, er(I)lain uhy thc udffi irpact, tr :

addressing thc iteG ident,ifled in 12.8,604-1a (ARil).
lupact. Ey resulc and reapond on lhe checkllst. Dcscribe uy ninor or potcntially sigaificanE lqacts.

issue ln the EA narrat.ive and include doorentation if tt ullt be uscful.
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jl!. The proposed project would be located within an area designated a 1OO-year floodplain. However, the project will not alter
' '\e historic floodplain zone. Part of the project responds to maintaining the stability of the lakeshore that has been altered by

./nnaturally high water levels caused by the operation of Kerr Dam, which regulates the top ten feet of water level on Flathead
Lake.

4. VEGBTATTON

WllI the propoaed actlon reault inr

a. Changea in the dlveralty,
productLvlty, or abtrndance of plant
apeclea (lncludlng treea, ahrubg, gra8s,

and aquatic plants) ?

b. AlteratLon of a plants connn:nl,t'

c. Adverse €ff€cts on any unJ.que, rare,

d. Reductlon Ln acreage or productlvlty
of any aErlcultural land?

e. Eatabllalmsnt or apread of noxloug
ro€d8?

oof . qLvbl, rj.ll th6 project
affect retlande, or prlme and unlque
farafland?

ve D€Bcllptlon and tlon of the C\:mulative and f€cta on Land Rogourc€s (Attach addltlonal
pagea of narratl.v€ lf needed) r

4a. Construction of the six vehicle parking spaces near the boat ramp will require removal of approxim alely '12 Douglas-fir
trees (4"-12" dia.). Construction of the boat trailer parking lot and vault toilet to replace campsites in Camp Loop e witt require
removal of approximately 85 Douglas-fir trees (4"-14" dia.). Grass and some shrubs will be lost during boat dock, ramp,
parking, and replacement campsite construction. lt should be noted that vegetation loss would be minimized wherever
possible. Additionally, there will be minor disturbance of soils and vegetation where bank sloping is necessary and as
equipment moves along the bank to place riprap. Mitigation will involve raking and smoothing of tread tracks ind reseeding
the disturbed areas with native grass seed.

4e. Use of equipment for construction will result in some disturbance of soil, shrubs, and grasses. There are noxious weeds
in the area, and nearby seeds or seeds brought in gravel sources or on vehicles and equipment will have little competition
where the soil has been disturbed. Mitigating action will include reseeding of disturbed areas with native species and
monitoring for growth of noxious weeds. Any noxious weeds discovered will be eradicated using lntegrated Weed
Management (lWM) methods identified in the 2002 Regionl Noxious Weed and Exotic Vegetation Minagement plan.

o

a
aa

Includ! a mrracivc e:elamtid u&r Part III describing the scopc ud level of irpact. If the
or can not. bc evaluatrd.
Include a narratlvc dcscriptlon addrcaslng the itcE identificd in 12.8.60a-1a (An{).
Deceminc uhechcr thc dcscribcd iq)act My result and rcapond on Ehe checkllBt. Deacrlbe uy
Include ! diaflaEion about thc isauc in thc EA narrat.ive and include doflrentation if it, wiII

7

irpact is unj(nom, erelain uby thc un,(lrm iryac! has rct

mlnor or potcnt.ially Eigniflcut irE)act.B.
be useful.

Can Irpact
BE

MltigatedO

. Otherr



5. FISH/WU.DLIFE

ItIlI the propoaed actlon reeults ln:

a. D€terLttfatlon of crltlcal flsh or
wildlife habitat?

b. Changea ln the dlveraity or abundance
of qams anlmale or blrd

c. Changes ln the dLversJ.ty or abundance
of nongaDe ap€cl€B?

d. Introduction of new specJ.ea lnto an
area?

e. Creatlon of a barrl€! to th€ migratl.on
or movdl€nt of anLmala?

f. Adverge effecta on any unLque, rare,
threatened, or endang€red epecleg?

g. Incr€aa€ 1n condltl.on8 that streaB
rlldlife populatJ.one or limit abundanc€
(lncludlng haraaament, legal or IllegaI
harveet, or other hr.rnan actl.vlty) ?

ooh. E_LVE, wlII rhe proj€ct b6
perforand in any area ln rhlch T&E sp€ciea
ar€ preaent, and rLII the proj€ct affect
any T&E spaclea or thel.r habltat? (Aleo
see 5f.)

.1.. For P-R/D-aI, wtll the proj6ct
introduce or er<port any epecj.ea not
pr€s€ntly or hLatorlcally occuring ln the
recelvJ.ng locatlon? (Alao see 5d.)

Narrat
pag€a

v€ Deacriptl.on Etraluatl.on of the Eff€cta on Land R€aourcea
of narrat,ive lf needed) r

rncrude a Errativc expleti@ uder Part. rtr de8cribtng the 6cope nd lcvel of itrEacE. rf the lq)act. ia unkm, oqrlaln vhy Ehe ur*|lm iryact. 
\/or cu not. bc evaluated.

rnclude a narraEl.ve descript.ion addresslng the lt.E idcntificd ln 12.B.Go{-la (Anx).
DcEeminc uhcther thc descrrbcd irPact my reaurt and reapond on the checklist.. Deacribe uy mJ,nor or poEcnt,ialry sigmlficat irqracEs.
Include a dlBaasion ab@t thc lBaue in che EA Brrative and include doorcntation if lt eill bc u6cful.

I
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a
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B. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

\. NorsE/Er.EcrRrcAr. ErFBcTs

Vltll the propoa€d action r€ault Inr

ftPAqto
Can Lq)act

Bc
r(1tlgatedO

Cmsnt
IndexUnknown0 None MinorO

Potentially
Stgmlflcant

a. Increaa€g ln eixl.sting noJ.se levels? x YES 5a.

b. Bxpoaure of people to aever€ or
nuiaance noise levels?

x IBS 6b.

c. Croatlon of electrostatic or
electrouragn€tLc €ff€cts that could be
d€trim€nt,a1 to human hcalth or prop€rty?

x

d. Interference rith radLo or televiaion
receDtLon and oD€ratlon?

x

e. Otherr N/A

Narrative DescrLptl.on and Araluatlon of the Gsnrlative and Secondary Eff€ctE on Land Reaourcea (Attach addlttonat
pagea of narrative If needed) r

6a,b. There will be a temporary increase in noise levels caused by construction equipment including backhoe, excavator,
grader, paving machine, and dump trucks. The work will be performed in the early spring when the campground is closed
and the adjacent homes to the south are less likely to be occupied.

7. f.AIiID IrSE

WiII the proposed actlon result Lnr Pot€ntial1y
Slgnlflcant

b. Confll.ct wlth a desigmated rrltural
ar€a or area of uausual gcientific or
educatl.onal llq)ortarrc€ ?

c. ConflLct wlth any €xlsting land uge
whoae presence would constraln or

tentially prohlblt the proposed actlon?

d. Adverge eff€cts on or relocation of
reeLdencea?

a. Alt€ratlon of or Lnterference
productlvity or profltabJ.llty of

wlth the
the

exlating land uae of an area?

Narratlve DescrLptlon and ErraluatLon of the C\.rnulative and Secondary EffocEa on Land R€aourc€B (Attach additiorral
pagee of narratlve If needed)

7c. Allwork will oocur in the spring during which time the campground is closed; consequently, there will be minimalconflict
with normal park operations and visitor use patterns. Spring boaters can use other boat ramps on the west side of Flathead
Lake at Somers, Lakeside, and Dayton.

o

a
aa

Irclu& e mrrative oq)laEti@ uder Part. III describing the acope ild IryeI of lrpact.. If thc irpact lB unknm, oqplain uhy thc ur*tlm iqEct has rcE
or cil not. bc evaluatcd.
Includc a narrat.ivc dcscripEion addreaEl,ng lhe iteru idenEified in 12.8.504-1a (Anfi).
D.tcmine vhether the dcscrlbed itrpact, ey regult sd rcapond on Ehe checkli8t. De3cribe uy minor or potentlally signlficsc io{racE8.
lnclude a disossion abot Ehe iaaue ln the EA narracive ild lncl,udc doorenEation if it, uill bc uacful.
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8. RTSK/HEAIJTH HAZAru'S

IYiII th6 proposed actlon result lns

I!{PACTO
Can lq)act

B€
MlttgatedO

Cdr
rnVUnknownO None MLnorO

Potentially
Sigmiflcant

a. RLsk of an o<ploalon or releaae of
hazardoug aubatagcoa (lncludlng but not
ItmLted to'o11, pestlcldea, chem1cals, or
radiatlon) tn the €v€nt of an rccLd€nt or
other forag of dlgrrrption?

x

b. Affect an exlatl.ng €m€rgency reaponae
or drorg€ncy evacuation plan or cr€ate a
need for a ner plan?

x

c. Cr€atLon of any human health hazard or
potentl.al hazard?

x

.d. Por P-R/D-dI, w111 any cheurlcal
toxicanta be uged? (AIeo aee 8a.)

x YBS 8d.

6. Othorr x

Narrative D€scrl'PtLon and E\taluatLon of the Glnulative and Secondary Bffects on Land Reaourcea (Attach addltiqral
pagca of narative Lf needed) r

8d. During parking lot construction, herbicides or soil sterilants may be used to ensure that noxious weeds are not present in
the gravel source. Allchemicals will be applied according to labeldirections; management zone goals; threatened,
endangered, and sensitive species concerns; and other site-specific constraints reqyired by the Region 1 Noxious Weed
Management Plan. Restricted-use chemical applications will be supervised by an aiplicator licensed in the state of Montana.
Procedures ihclude reporting and response procedures to follow in the event of a pesticide spill. lncluded are emergency
response te'lephone numbers, field personnel duties, and spilldocumentation procedures.

9. EOUMI'NTTY IUPAST

Wtll the propoaed actlon result Lnr

IIIPAqIO
Can Irpact

Be
MltJ.gatedO

Coment
IndexUnknownO Non€ Ml.norO

Pot€ntlaIly
Slgrrlflcant

a. Alteratlon of the locatlon,
dletrLbutlon, denglty, or growth rate of
the hunan populatJ.on of an area?

x

b. Alteratl.on of the aocLal Btructur€ of
a c@Enrnlty?

x

c. Altcration of the level or
distrlbution of eqrlolanent or cumunJ.ty
or peraonal incme?

x

d. Changea ln induatrlal or comerclal
actlvlty? x

e. Increiaed trafflc hazarda or €ff€ctg
on €xl.tlrrg tranaportatton facllLtieg or
patt€rDE of movulent of p€opl€ and qooda?

x

f. Otherr N/e

o

a
aa

Narratlve DeacriptLon and Evaluatl'on of th€ GJmrlatlve and secondary Bffecta on r.and R€aourc€a (Attach addltlonatpagea of narratlve lf needed) r

rnclude a mrrat'ive o(Pletlon uder Part rrr descrLbing Ehe scopc ild revel, of in!pac!. tf Ehe itrpacE is u*nM, oelaln uhy the unknm futpacE \/or can not be cvaLualcd.
rnclude a narratlve de8crlpEion addres3lng the iEeM identlfied tn 12.g.504-1a (ARt).
Detemlne rhct'her t'he de'cribcd iqact @y resurt ed rcspond on Ehs checklist. Describe any ml,nor or potentrarly signrflcant llpact.s.Include a dlgoaeion about thc lsaue ln Lhe BA nrrrat.ive and includc doorcntaEion if it utII be uaeful.
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a. tfllI th€ propoaed action have an
effect upon or result In a nsed for new
or altered gover.arantal eenricea in any
of th€ followlng ar€aar fl,re or police
protectlon, achoola, parka/recreational
facllitJ.es, roadg or other public
maLntenanc€, wat€r supply, g€w€r or
s€ptLc ayatans, solid wagte dLaposal,
health, or other gc/vernn€ntal aervlces?

b. WllI the proposed actlon have an
effect upon th€ local or Etat€ tax baaa
and revenuea?

c. 1V111 the proposed action reault Ln a
need for new facilitles or aubatantial
alterat,Lona of any of the followJ.ng
utllltlea: electrical pocrer, natural gaa,
other fuel aupply or dLttrlbutLon

d. W1II the propo66d action reault in
lncreased uae of any en€rgy 6ource?

>e. D€fr,n€ projected revonue aources.

f. Deflni projacted maint€nance coata.

o

o

oa

0 . PITBIJIC SERVTCES/TA:GS/IXTILITIES

lll1l the propoaed actlon regult in:

3. Otherr

NarratLve Description arld Erraluation of the C\nulative and Secondary Bffects on Land Rosourcea (Attach addltlonal
pagea of narrative if needed):

10e. $142,830 -25o/o State - Boat-in-Lieu and Parks Road Funds
$428,492 -75o/o Federal - Wallop-Breaux (WB)

Project includes:
Shoreline improvements
. $ 20,000 - Boat ramp extension
. $ 63,000 - Boat dock, breakwater, and boardwalk
. $ 24,750 - Wavebreak, rock riprap, and bank stabilization
. $ 41,500 - Parking (10), toilet, tighting, and signing
Boat trailer parking
. $171 ,500 - Boat trailer (12) and vehicte (10) parking spaces
. $ 20,000 - Concrete vault toilet, lighting, signing, stairuay, and barriers
Upper RV campsites and water system
. $ 41 ,200 - RV-accessible camp pads (14)
. $ 18,500 - Concretevaulttoilet,lighting, signing, and trail
o $ 47,700 - Well, pump, electrical, distribution, and hydrants

$123,122 - Engineering and contingencies

^
Includa a Errat.ive erQlffillon udar Par! III describing Ehe Bcope md level of iq)act., If the ilpacE is unknm, erelain uhy the ud(nm irpact hag not
or can not be evaluated.
Include a narraEive deacripEion addresaing Ehe ltems identified in 12.8.504-la (AxH).

Detemlnc whether Ehe deacrlbcd hpacE My reault and reapond on the checklist. Deacribe any mJ.nor or poEentlally si.gnificut ilpact8.
Include a disoeeion about Ehe lsaue in the EA narrative and include doorentaEion if it uitl be uacful.
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11. AESTHETIES,/RECRELTION

WtlI the propoaed actlon reault in:

IIIPACTO

Can Itrpact
Be

MtttgatedO
Cument
IndexUnknownO Non€ Ml.norO

Potentlally
Signlficant

a. Alteration of'any gcenic vlata, or
cr€atiorr of an aegthetically off€nslv€
Blt6 or €ff€ct that le open to public
vl,ew?

x YBS 11a.

b. AlteratLon of th€ a€sth€tLc character
of a comrunlty or neighborhood?

x

>c. Alteration of the quallty or
quantlty of r€creatLonal/tourlsm
opportunltlea and settings? (Attach
tourl,am report.)

x

.d. Por P-R/D-aI, will any deaignated or
propoaed wlld or scenlc rJ.vera, trails,
or wl.Idern€ss ar€a8 be ltr[)act€d? (AIao
aee 11a, 1lc.)

N/A

e. Otherr N/A

Narratlv€ D€Ecription and Etraluatl,on of th€ C\.EnulatLve and Secondary Effects on Land Reaources (Attsach additlonal
pagea of narratlve Lf needed) r

1 1a. There will be minor alteration to the aesthetics of the area due to the expansion of boat trailer parking and the addition of a
boat dock. However, this change will have little detrimental effect on the total visual character of the area since the boat trailer
parking area is screened from the shoreline view by trees and the dock replaces one that was in the same location.

s rnclude a mrrative expleacion uder Part. rrr deacribing the scope 4d lcver of rrpact. rf the itrI)ac! is ud$om, Q(praln why the unknm ilpacE iuor qan noE be evaluated. \/> rnclude a narrative descripcion addreasing the it.ens idenlified in 12.8.604-1a (AR!r).
.) Detemlne whcther t'he deacrlbed iq)act. Ey reault and reapond on Ehe checkrist.. De8cribe any ninor or poEcnt.IaLly significilt. itrpacEa.

" 
rnclude a disoeaion abat the iaau. in the EA narrative ad incLude docurenEaEion if it uirr be usefur.
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Potentlally
Slgmlflcant

>4. DoltructLon.or alt€ratioD of any
sl,te, Btrxctur€, or obJect of
prehtatorlc, hl8torlc, or

Ieontoloqlcal l.@ortance?

b. PhyaJ.cal change thrt would aff€ct

c. Bffecte oD exLrting relJ.gioua or
aacred usea of a ELt€ or area?

ood. @!.1!1]pj, rill lhe proJect
affoct hLstoric or cultural r€aourc€a?
Attsach SEPO letter of clearance. (AIso
see 12a.)

o

a
aa

CT'IJTI'RAIJ/HISTORICAIJ RESOI'RCES

IIIII the propoeed aetlorr reault Lnr

Narrat,l.v€ DescrLPtl,on and Evaluation of the Gunrlatlve and Secondary Bff€cts on Land R€aourc€a (Attach addltlonal
pagea of narrat,lve lf needed) I

12d. Cultural/historical reviews for this area have revealed no previously recorded sites within the designated project area.
However, a cultural resource inventory will be conducted to determine whether cultural properties exist before the project is
undertaken. SHPO and the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes will have additional opportunity to comment on this
project.

,^
Includa a Erralirc oqllamtion udeE ParE III de8cribing lhe acope ild lcvel of llpacE. If the iq)acE ie unl(nm, explaln uhy tlrc ur*M furylct has rct
or cil not. bc cvaluaeed.
Includc a narrativc dcacripEion addleasing the iEere idenEified in 12.9.60{-1a (ARx).

Iretemine uhether Ehe dcacribcd fueact uy reault and raspond on che chccklist. Dcscribe any ninor or poEenlially sigmiflcet. itqracEa.

Include a disda3lon about the iaBue in the EA narraEive and include dodGntatlon it it uiII be uacful.
13
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SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

13. SI'MMARY E|VAI,UATION OF SIGNIPTEANCB

I[11] the propoaed actlon, concldered as a
whole, r

a. Eave Lrqacta that ar6 lndlvldually
llm5'ted, but cuutrlatively coneLderable?
(A proJect or progra[ nay reault J.n
iqlactsa on two or Eor€ s€parate
r€aourc€s, which create a algmlflcant
€ff€ct when coneLd€red tog€tsher or l.n
total. )

b. Involve pot€ntl,al riaks or adverse
€ff€ctss, rhlch ale uncertaln but
€xt,rd€ly hazardous If thoy w6re to
occur?

c. Pots€ntlally confllct rlth the
aubatantLve r€qulren€nta of any local,
atate, or federal law, regrulatLon,
gtandard, or forrral plan?

d. Bstablleh a preced6nt or ll.kellhood
that future actiona wlth aignlflcant
envLronnental L4)acts wlII be

€. G€n€rate $rbrtantlal debate or
contsrov€rsy about the nature of th€

that would be cr6at€d?

.t. fo" p-n/O-,f, is th€ project e:<pected
to hava organized oppoaltion or generate
aubgtantlal publtc controv€ray? (AIao Bee
13e. )

"s' EL:&EI, lIst anY federar or
Etate pe:.rdts requl.red.

C@.nt
Index

addl'tlostalNarrative DeBcription
pagea of narratl,ve If

Evaluatlon of the C\]fiu tl.ve Secondary Effecta on Water R€Eourcea
needed) :

o

a
aa

13f. During September (September 12,2002, FWP News Release), FWP conducted a scoping process to identify the
public's attitude toward various types of opportunities and facilities at West Shore. The results of an informat survey
completed at that time showed public support for the proposed changes and developments at the park (October 1S-,ZOO2,
FWP News Release).

139. Permits required include:

- Army Corps of Engineers (COE) 404 Permit
- Lake County Land Services Shoreline Construction permit

rnclude a Brralive e(plsati@ uder Part. rrr descri"bing the acope ild lerel of irq)ac!. rf the irqract. ls unkam, cJq)rain yhy thc ur*Bm i@acl t!i-

rnclude a narratl.ve deacrlption addreasing Ehe iEcre identiricd in 12.8.604-1a (ARr).
Dcteminc whethQr chc dQscribcd lttrEracl @y rreul!, and rlapond on Ehe checkriat. Describc any mlnor or poEent.ially BigDiflcilt lrqracEs.rnclude a dieogalon a.bout thc ia8uc In thc EA narratlve and incrude dooEntaEion if it uirr be uaeful.

!4



PART !1. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW rcorrnueor

1. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no-
action alternative) to the proposed action, whenever alternatives are
reasonably available and prudent to consider; and a discussion of how the
alternatives would be implemented:

Alternative 1. No Action.

The no-action alternative would result in the boat ramp remaining a public boating
facility of limited use to the boating public. ln addition, the state park at West Shore is
one of only five state parks providing access to Flathead Lake, the largest freshwater
lake west of the Mississippi River. The ten-foot-wide, substandard boat ramp has been
extended and repaired over the years. A Iow-water extension has resulted in a "dog
!eg" that is not visible at high water, resulting in boat trailers becoming stuck when they
drop off the edge. Also, the original wooden dock was removed in 1991 due to lack of
funds to address safety concerns, further complicating boat launching here. The
extremely limited boat trailer parking now provided along the access road and cul-de-
sac would continue to be beyond capacity on weekends. Limited boater use also limits
this park as a revenue source for the state park and nearby coJnmunities. The lack of a
dock and wavebreak would continue to make launching and retrieving boats hazardous
on.the rocky shoreline, especially during high winds. Complaints about the substandard
boat launching facilities would continue. Boat launching, toilets, and parking facilities
would remain inaccessible to the handicapped. However, Camp Loop B, the most
popular and only camping area with views of the lakeshore, would continue to have
eight tent and small trailer sites and serve as a revenue source for the state park and
nearby communities.

Alternative 2. Make boat access improvements to ramp and dock. pave existino dav
use oarkinq. and add handicapped-accessible vault toilet only.

This alternative would bring boat-launching facilities, toilets, and parking up to current
standards; improve boater safety; and make facilities accessible to the handicapped as
well. However, this alternative does not expand the extremely limited boat trailer
parking now provided along the access road and cul-de-sac. The practical effect would
be to increase the desirability and demand for boat launching at West Shore without
increasing the supply. This would exacerbate the current over-capacity and vehicle
circulation problems on weekends to the detriment of a!!. Limited boater use would
continue to limit this park as a revenue source for the state park and nearby
communities resulting in the boat ramp remaining a public boating facility of limited use
to the boating public. However Camp Loop B, the most popular and only camping area
with views of the lakeshore, would continue to have eight tent and small trailer sites and
serve as a revenue source for the state park and nearby communities.

W Shore Boat Project Public Review Draft (9/29/03)
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Alternative 3. Make boat access improvements to include Alternative 2 above. olus
new boat trailer parkino lot by relocatinq Camp Loop B as tent sites.

This alternative would bring boat-launching facilities, toilets, and parking up to current
standards, improve boater safety, and make facilities accessible to the handicapped as
in Alternative 2. However this alternative would also provide a separate, dedicated boat
trailer parking area as close to the boat ramp as the topography will allow without
impacting the scenic shoreline of Flathead Lake. This would both increase the
desirability and demand for boat launching at West Shore and solve the supply
problem. This would eliminate the current over-capacity and vehicle circulation
problems on weekends. Additional day and overnight boater use would support this
park as a revenue source for the state park and nearby communities. ln order to
provide maximum boat trailer parking and eliminate day-use parking and overnight
camping conflicts, Camp Loop B would be relocated. A tent-only area with 4-to-6 drive-
in/walk-in campsites would be developed using the north beach access road. This
would not only increase the desirability of tent camping in West Shore, but also
preserve it as a revenue source for the state park and nearby communities, although at
a reduced leve!.

This alternative would bring boat launching facilities, toitets, and parking up to current
standards. lt would improve boater safety by widening the boat ramp from 10 feet lo 24
feet, filling in the "dog leg," adding a dock protected by a wavebreak, protecting
approximately 50 feet of shoreline with rock "riprap,'and making facilities accessible to
the handicapped as well as providing a separate, dedicated boat trailer parking area as
in Alternative 3. Additional day and overnight boater use would support this pirk as a
revenue source for the state park and nearby communities. However, in order to retain
the maximum number of campsites and camp trailer sites, 14 trailer-accessible camp
spurs would be developed along the edge of the road to the Flathead Lake Overlook
and trailhead. This would provide both the tent and trailer camping opportunities
desired by the public while preserving the undeveloped campground aimosphere. This
alternative would also increase camping as a revenue source for the state park and
nearby communities.

2.' Evatuation and listing of mitigation, stiputation, or other controt measures
enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

All contracts will comply with FWP, FRDO, and COE specifications, time frames, and
bidding procedures. Work will be scheduled to minimize impacts to park visitors,
adjacent residents, and impacts to the environment. .

State pesticide use law and regutations requires that appticators make and retain

W Shore Boat Projec't Public Review Drafi (9/29/03) 
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records of their use of pesticides. The application records must be submitted to the
state Department of Agriculture every five years. These records must be made
available to state investigative officers at any time following a pesticide use complaint.
All aspectg of applicator licensing, recertification training, and record-keeping
regulations administered by the state govemment are in turn supervised by the United
States Erfvironmental Protection Agency. FWP has responsibility for fulfilling these
requirements when FWP personnel apply chemicals. Contractors are responsible for
filing in respect to contracted services and to provide FWP with copies of all reporting
documents.

PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMENT

Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has received funding through Boat-ln-Lieu taxes and
federal funding to repair the boat ramp, install a dock and wavebreak, stabilize
approximately 50 feet of shoreline with rock riprap, install handicapped-accessible vault
toilets, and increase the boat trailer parking at the West Shore unit of Flathead Lake
State Park. Plans call for eliminating Camp Loop B, with 8 campsites, to provide an
additional twelve boat trailer and ten single-vehicle parking spaces. The conversion of
campsites above the current day-use parking lot to boat trailer parking is necessary due
to the steep topography limiting parking near the shoreline are6. The campsites will be
relocated to other Iocations in the park.

1a & b. The removal of trees and dirt; leveling for parkingi adding rock riprap, a
wavebreak, and a boat dock; and boat ramp widening will initially result in some minor
loss of topsoil materials. However, once in place, the riprap and wavebreak would
stabilize the bank, and loss of material would be minimized. Without the project, wave
action eating into the bank will continue to cause some minor erosion damage to the
shoreline and boat ramp area with resultant loss of bank material and exposure of tree
roots.

1d. There will be short-term soil disruption during construction activities and placement
of the rocks and fabric along the bank. The proposed action will reduce siltation and
deposition along the shoreline, and reduce erosion problems by creating a rock barrier
"riprap" at the southern end of the park at high water levels and a wavebreak at the boat
dock. The use of filter fabric will allow water to pass through the riprap, but will prevent
the filtration of fines and sediments back into the !ake.

2a & b. There will be emissions of exhaust fumes from the construction equipment
during the working period. The wo* wi!! take place in the early spring when the lake
water level is drawn down and the campground is closed. Homes to the south are
primarily occupied during the summer or on weekends, and owneis should not be
affected. 

:

3a. There may be minor short-term water turbidity when the water !eve! rises to full pool
and washes the excess fine materials, loosened from rock placement disturbance, back
into the lake. Mitigation measures entail performing the work in the spring when the
W Shore Boat Project Public Review Draft (9/29/03) 
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water level is down to minimize runoff. The construction equipment will be kept above
and out of the water so as to minimize disturbance of the area below the high water
mark.

3b: The rate and amount of surface runoff will not be altered; however, the drainage
patterns will be changed and redirected to ensure that runoff from road and parking
surfaces does not impact lake water quality. All road and parking surfaces wi!! be
paved to reduce the potentia! for erosion and siltation into Flathead Lake.

3!. The proposed project would be located within an area designated a 1O0-year
floodplain. However, the project will not alter the historic floodplain zone. Part of the
project responds to maintaining the stability of the lakeshore that has been altered by
unnaturally high water levels caused by the operation of Kerr Dam, which regulates the
top ten feet of water level on Flathead Lake.

4a. Construction of the six vehicle parking spaces near the boat ramp will require
removal of approximately 12 Douglas-fir trees (4"-12" dia.). Construction of the boat
trailer parking lot and vault toilet to replace campsites in Camp Loop B will require
removal of approximately 85 Douglas-fir trees (4"-14" dia.). Grass and some shrubs will
be lost during boat dock, ramp, parking, and replacement campsite construction. lt
should be noted that vegetation loss would be minimized wher6ver possible.
Additionally, there will be minor disturbance of soils and vegetation where bank sloping
is necessary and as equipment moves along the bank to place riprap. Mitigation wi!!
involve raking and smoothing of tread tracks and reseeding the disturbed areas with
native grass seed.

4e. Use of equipment for construction will result in some disturbance of soil, shrubs,
and grasses. There are noxious weeds in the area, and nearby seeds or seeds brought
in gravel sources or on vehicles and equipment will have little competition where the soil
has been disturbed. Mitigating action will include reseeding of disturbed areas with
native species and monitoring for growth of noxious weeds. Any noxious weeds
discovered will be eradicated using lntegrated Weed Management (lWM) methods
identified in the 2002 Regionl Noxious Weed and Exotic Vegetation Management Plan.
6a,b. There will be a temporary increase in noise levels caused by construction
equipment including backhoe, excavator, grader, paving machine and dump trucks.
The work will be performed in the early spring when the campground is closed and the
adjacent homes to the south are less likely to be occupied.

7c. Allwork witt occur in the spring during which time the campground is closed;
consequently, there will be minimal conflict with norma! park operations and visitor use
patterns. Spring boaters can use other boat ramps on the west side of Flathead Lake
at Somers, Lakeside, and Dayton. i

8d. During parking lot construction, herbicides or soil sterilants may be used to ensure
that noxious weeds are not present in the gravel source. All cheniitals will be applied
according to label directions; management zone goals; threatened, endangered, and
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^ sensitive species concerns; and other site-specific constraints required by the Region 1

Noxious Weed Management Plan. Restricted-use chemical applications will be
supervised by an applicator licensed in the State of Montana. Procedures include
reporting and response procedures to follow in the event of a pesticide spill. lncluded
are emergency response telephone numbers, field personnel duties and spill
documentation procedures.

10e. $142,830 - 25% State - Boatjn-Lieu and Parks Road Funds
$428,492 -75o/o Federal - Wallop-Breaux (WB)

Project includes:
Shoreline improvements
. $ 20,000 - Boat ramp extension
. $ 63,000 - Boat dock, breakwater, and boardwalk
. $ 24,750 - Wavebreak, rock riprap, and bank stabilization
. $ 41,500 - Parking (10), toilet, lighting, and signing
Boat trailer parking
. $171 ,500 - Boat trailer (12) and vehicle (10) parking spaces
. $ 20,000 - Concrete vault toilet, lighting, signing, stairway, and barriers
Upper RV campsites and water system
. $ 41 ,200 - RV-accessible camp pads (14)
. $ 18,500 - Concrete vault toilet, lighting, signing, and trai!' . $ 47,700 - Well, pump, electrical, distribution, and hydrants

. $123,122 - Engineering and contingencies

11a. There will be minor alteration to the aesthetics of the area due to the expansion of
boat trailer parking and the addition of a boat dock. However, this change will have little
detrimental effect on the total visual character of the area since the boat trailer parking
area is screened from the shoreline view by trees and the dock replaces one that was in
the same location.

12d. Cultural/historical reviews for this area have revealed no previousty recorded sites
within the designated project area. However a cultural resource inventory will be
conducted to determine whether cultural properties exist before the project is
undertaken. SHPO and the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes will have
additional opportunity to comment on this project.

13f. During September (September 12,2002, FWP News Release), FWP conducted a
scoping process to identify the public's attitude toward various types of opportunities
and facilities at West Shore. The results of an informal survey completed at that time
showed public support for the proposed changes and developments at the park
(October 15,2002, FWP News Release).

.... 13g. Permits required include: i

Army Corps of Engineers (COE)404 Permit.
- Lake County Land Services Shoreline Construction Permit

W Shore Boat Project Public Review Draft (9/29103) 
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PART IV. EA CONGLUSION SECTION

1. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required?
YES / NO lf an EIS is not required, explain whv the EA is the appropriate
level of analysis for this proposed action:

An EIS is not required, as cumulative impacts are judged to be minor and can be
mitigated by management control and decisions.

2. Describe the level of public involvement for this project, if any; and, given
the complexity and the seriousness of the environmenta! issues associated
with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate
under the circumstances:

During September (September 12,2002, FWP News Release) FWP Region 1

conducted a scoping process to identify the public's attitude toward various types of
opportunities and facilities at West Shore. The results of an informa! survey completed
at that time showed public support for the proposed changes and developments at the
park (October 15, 2002, FWP News Release).

Thg West Shore Boat Project draft environmental assessment may be reviewed at the
Region 1 office in Kalispell or at FWP Headquarters in Helena. Notices of the
impending decision to adopt the proposed project will be published in the legal notices
of the local newspaper and on the FWP website, advising the availability of copies of
the EA for public review. An open house wi!! be held on Thursday, October 23,2003,
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Region One headquarters office, 490 North Meridian
Road, Kalispell.

Duration of comment period, if any: Thirty days, from Friday, October 3 through
Sunday, November 2, 2003.

Name, title, address, and phone number of the person(s) responsibte for
preparing the EA:

Marty Watkins, Regiona! Parks Manager
Fish, Wildlife and Parks
490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT Sgg01
mawatkins@state. mt. us
(406) 752 -5501

1 
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West Shore
State Park
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APPENDIXA-Area Maps

Flathead Lake, Lake County Montana
,
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APPENDIX C - Design

1. Boat Ramp Area Redesign

2. Loop B Campsite Replacement Design
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APPENDIX D - Photos

1. Existing Boat Ramp

2. Proposed Parking Area South of Boat Ramp

W Shore Boat Project Pubtic Review Draft (9/29/03)

24

' ,i-.i i



APPENDIX D - Photos (continued\

3. Proposed Boat Trailer Parking Lot / Camp Loop B - Looking Southwest

4. Proposed Campsite Replacement Area - Looking North
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APPENDIX E - Letter Historic

From: "Murdo, Damon" <dmurdo@state.mt.us>

To : "'Dave'Conklin"' <dave@csitours.com)
Subject: RE: West Shore State Park Cultural Resource Search
Date: Friday, August 08, 2003 I l:19 AIvI

August 8,2003

Dave Conklin
FWP
490 N Meridian
Kalispell MT 59901

RE: FWP: WEST SHORE MOTORBOAT ACCESS. SHPO Project #: 2003080817

Dear Mr. Conklin:

I have conducted a cultural resource file search for the above-cited project. According to our
records there have been no previously recorded sites within the desigrated search locales. The
absence of cultural properties in the area does not mean that they do not exist but rather may
reflect the absence ofany previous cultural resource inventory in the area, as our records
indicated none.

Based on the lack of previous inventory and the ground disturbance required bythis undertaking
we feel that this project has the potential to impact cultural properties. We, therefore,
recoillmend that a cultural resource inventory be conducted in order to determine whether or not
sites exist and if theywill be impacted.

If you have any further questions or comments you may contact me at (406) 444-7767 or by e-
mail at dmurdo@state.mt.us.

Sincerely,

Damon Murdo
Cultural Records Manager

File: FWP/PARM003
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