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Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The enclosed Finding of No Significant Impact / Decision Notice has been prepared for the Big Lake Land 
Transfer. Please feel free to contact Tim Kuehn at (406) 444-6655, e-mail tkuehn Qstate.mt.us should you 
have any questions or comments about the Finding of No Significant Impact / Decision Notice or the Final 
EA. Copies of the Final EA are available upon request. The Final EA can also be viewed on the DNRC 
website at www.dnrc.state.mt.us. Thank you. 

ater Resources Division Administrator 
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT1 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

August 16,2004 

Dear Reader: 

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) released a Draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) on the Big Lake Land Transfer on July 6,2004. The proposed action calls for the transfer 
of 1,531 acres of land currently owned by the DlVRC to the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
(DFWP). The land proposed for transfer is currently managed as part of the Big Lake Wildlife Management 
Area by the DFWP under a DNRC lease. The transfer is tentatively scheduled to occur in the fall of 2004. 
This property is located in Stillwater County Montana, TO1 N, R21 E, Section 1 ; TO1 N, R22E, Section 6; T2N, 
R21 E, Sections 24, 25 and 35. The overriding goal of this transfer is to eliminate the administrative tasks and 
costs for each agency related to this inter-agency lease. The transfer will allow the DFWP to continue to 
manage the property as part of the Big Lake Wildlife Management Area. No changes in management or land 
use will occur as a result of the transfer. 

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality, DFWP, Montana Natural Heritage Program and the 
State Historic Preservation Office were contacted as part of the draft EA development.' The public comment 
period closed on August 6, 2004, with no comments received. 

Based on the EA's disclosure and analysis of potential impacts, the DNRC concludes that the proposed 
action will not result in any significant impacts. The DNRC will adopt the Draft EA as the Final EA and 
proceed with the project as planned. Copies of the Final EA are available upon request. The Final EA can 
also be viewed on the DNRC website at www.dnrc.mt.us. Please direct any questions to: 

Tim Kuehn 
State Water Projects Bureau 
DNRC, P.O. Box 201601 
Helena, MT 59620-1 601 
(406) 444-6655 
e-mail: tkuehn@state.mt.us 

Thank you for your interest. 

Aack Stults 
Water Resources Division Administrator 




