
Moiltaila Board of Oil and Gas Conservatioll 
Ellviroiul~ental Assesslllent 

Operator: Fidelity Exploratioil and Productioil CO. 
Well NamelNumber: Holnles 3 1C -239 1 
Location: NW NE 23 T9S R41E 
County: Big Horn , I\tT; Field (or Wildcat) Wildcat 

Air Quality 
(possible conceills) 
Long drilling time 
Ul~usually deep drilling (high horsepower rig) 2 
Possible H2S gas prod~lctioll NO 
Ildnear Class I air quality area 3 
Air quality pei-nit for flarlllgivelltlllg (if prod~~ctive) no 

Mitigation: 

- Air quality pelxit  (AQB review) 
- Gas plailtsipipeliiles available for sour gas 
- Special equipnlent!procedures requirements 

Other: 
Coinn~eilts: wells flare n~etllane gas telllporarily during initial stages of production. Flaring of collxnercial 

quailtities of gas is prohibited. 
Water Quality 

(possible concenls) 
Saltioil based nl~td No 
High water table 3 
Surface drainage leads to live water Tongue River 
Water well contalnination 3 
Poro~~sipeinleable soils localized 
Class I streail1 drainage 2 

Mitigation: 
- Lined reserve pit 
- Adequate surface casing 
- Beimldykes, re-routed drainage 
- Closed illud systenl 

Off-site disposal of solidsiliquids (in approved facility) 

- Other: 
Coilul~ents: will use fiesh water, native clav nlud. Watedlllud re-cvcled to next location. Exploration well 

- may not produce until included in developnlent POD. 

Soils/Vegetation/Land Use 
(possible concei-ns) 

Steal11 crossings 3 
High eroslon potential 2 
Loss of soil productivity no 
Unusually large wellsite no 
Damage to inlproveilleilts 3 
Conflict with existing land use!values 3 

Mitigation 

- Avoid improvenlents (topographic tolerance) 
Exception location 1-eq~~ested 

xr; Stockpile topsoil 

- Streail1 Crossiilg Pernlit (other agency review) 
xx Reclaim unused part of wellsite if productive - 

- Special coi~stn~ction methods to eldlance reclai~~atioi~ 
Other 

Coilmlents: No special coilcelns for this site. Very small location and pit area. TI-LIC~ mou~lted ric do- 
require IIILIC~ location preparation. 



Health Hazards/Noise 
(possible concerns) 

Proxiility to public facilitieslresidences over K nlile 
Possibility of H2S No 
Size of rigilength of drilling time 

Mitigation: 
xx Proper BOP equlpinent 

Topograplfic sound barriers 
- H2S contingency and/or evacuation plan 
- Special equipmentlproced~~res requirements 

Other: 
Coinn~ents: no special concerns for this area. 

Wildlife/recreation 
(possible concerns) 

Proxinity to sensitive wildlife areas (DFWP identified) 
Proxinllty to recreation sites none in i1n1nediate area 
Creation of new access to wildlife habitat no 
Conflict with game rangelrefuge lnanagenlent no 
Tlxeatened or endangered Species no 

Mitigation: 

- Avoidance (topograplic tolerance/exceptioi~) 
- other agency review (DFWP, federal agencies, DSL) 

Screeninglfencing of pits, drillsite 

- 0 tller: 
Conlnlents: Toilgue River Reservoir is closest public recreation area 

Historical/Cultural/Paleo~itological 
(possible concerns) 

Proxinuty to known sites ilone identified 
Mitigation 

avoidance (topogl-aphic tolerance, location exception) 
xx other agency review (SHPO, DSL, federal agencies) 
- Other: 
Conxnents: location on fee surface - no sites reported 

SociaVEcononlic 
(possible concerns) 

- x Substantial effect on tax base 
- Create denland for new gove~llnlental services 

Population increase 01- relocation 
Comments: Exploration test well targeted to test Canley coal beds at 694'. May not produce until 

included in an apvroved Plan of Development, therefore no social 01- economic inlpacts are likely-cunl~ilative 
1 

Renlarks or  Special Concerns for this site 

Well is a shallow coal bed methane test. Wells are drilled with small rig and casing set to top of coal. Seven 
inch casing is cemented to surface. Partial de-watering of the coal bed is required to reduce pressure and release 
methane gas to the cleat system; this partial de-watering is expected to reduce, but not elinunate water in the coal 
aquifer. The water q u a l i ~  in coal bed aquifer wells is variable -this test well will provide water quality data for the 
tested interval. 

Sunlnlary: Evaluation of Impacts and Cumulative effects 

Relatively minor impacts associated with this well, which cannot produce until included in an approved POD. 
Well is part of ongoing developnlent in and near CX Field and will evenhlally use existinc prod~~ct ion facilities and 
compressors. No inlpacts are expected which differ si,qnificantly from those described in the EIS. 



I conclude that the approval of the subject Notice of Intent to Drill (doesldoes not) constitute a lllajor action of state 
govelmnent sigi~ificantly affecting the quality of the hulllai~ em~iroiullent, and (doesltloes not) require the preparntioil 
of an envirollnleiltal inlpact statelllent. 

Prepared by (BOG A -  
V 

(title:) Adillinistrator 
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