
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

NORTHEASTERN LAND OFFICE 

HAVRE UNIT OFFICE 
(406) 265-5236 PO BOX 868 

110 SIXTH AVENUE 
HA'I'RE, MONT.4NA 59501-0868 

September 30. 2004 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Clive Rooney, Area Manager, Northeastern La 
Lisa Axline, Rights-of-way Coordinator, Real Estate Management Bureau 

P'R: Dan Dobler. Havre Unit Manager. Northeastern Land Office 

RE: 4pplication for a Utilities RIW Easement Across State Lands 
Northwestern Energy Corporation 
Underground Cathodic Protection Line- Class 111 Easement 
NW%NE%, Sec. 16, T33N, R17E 
I-IilI County, Montana 

Enclosed you will find an entire utility right-of-way easement application package for a 
proposed Class 111 utilities right-of-way easement located in Hill County. I deposited the 
application fee and I have included a copy of the check with the receipt number written at 
the top, a copy of the deposit record, a copy of the deposit receipt, and a copy of the 
transaction set that this check was entered under. I have also eilclosed an Envirol~mental 
Assessment Checklist for your review. Please review the EA Checklist, sign and date it, 
and return an executed copy to the Havre Unit Office. Please forward a copy of the 
executed EA Cl~ecklist to Connie Daruk in Helena, so that she may foiward it onto the 
Environmental Quality CounciI. 

Northwestern Energy Corporation is proposing to install an underground cathodic 
protection line to provide corrosion protection for an existing six inch steel natural gas 
pipeline. The cathodic protection groundbed will consist of ten graphite anodes in an 
eight inch 200' deep hole. Each anode will be surrounded wi tll2" o t* calcined petroleum 
coke bacltfill material. A wire trench 24" deep and approxirnately 300' long will be used 
to tie in the pipeline to the system. A 24" deep trench 10' long will be needed to bring 
undergrouild AC power from an existing power line. The native soil will the11 be 
returned and all disturbed areas will be restored to their prior status and monitored for 
settling. A 4' wide unistrut stand will be installed near the existing power line on which a 
rectifier and power meter will reside. All disturbed areas will be returned to their native 
status and reseeded. 

"AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER" 



Application for a Utilities WW Easement Across State Lands 
NdrthWestern Energy Corporatio~l 
Underground Cathodic Protection Line - Class 111 Easement 
NW%NE%, Sec. 16, T32N. RI7E 
Hill County, Montana 

TI-re proposed utilities right-of-way easement mill disturb approximately 0.12 acres of 
classified grazing land on this tract of state land. The underground cathodic protection 
line will be buried at the location shown on the attached aerial and topographic maps. 
The width of the easement request is twenty (20) feet wide, ten (1 0) feet on each side of 
the described centerline. Construction activities will only occur on dry or frozen ground. 
The proposed project will not have any overall long-term negative impacts on the native 
grazing land associated with this project. 

T used the fee schedule in order to determine the land values for this easement applicatioil 
package. I am recommending that the value for this easement be set at $100.00. I used 
the minimum value for a right-of-way easement of $100 to come up with the above 
referenced value for this right-of-way easement. I recommend that the Department issue 
Northwestern Energy Corporatioil a utilities right-of-way easement across state land for 
$100.00. 

If you have any hrther questions regarding this easement application pacltage, please 
contact me at the Havre Unit Office and I will be glad to discuss this matter in detail with 
you. 

Please add the following stipulations to the easement. 

1. Construction activities and the operation ofall equipment will only occur when 
the ground is fiozen or dry. 

2. The Grantee of this easement will he responsible for the control qf all weeds that 
are categorized as noxious by the State qf "l.lontana, on the said easement. 

The Havre Unit Office is reconlmending that Northwestern Energy Corporation be 
issued a utilities right-of-way easement for the const~uction and maintenance of an 
underground cathodic protection line across this tract of state land. 

Enclosures 



CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Project Name: NorthWestern Energy Corporation 
Underground Cathodic Protection Line Utility RNV 
Easement - Class 111 Easement 

Proposed fmplementntion Date: October 25, 2004 

I Proponent: Northwestern Energy, 40 East Broadway St., Butte, MT 59701 

Type and Purpose of Action: Northwestern Energy is proposing to construct a cathodic protection system across state land. 
The cathodic protection groundbed will consist of ten graphite anodes in an  eight inch 200' deep hole. Each anode will be 
surrounded with 2" of calcined petroleum coke backfill material. A wire trench 24" deep arid approximately 300' long will 
be used to tie in the pipeline to the system. A 24" deep trench 10' long will be needed to bring underground AC power from 
the existing power line. The native soil will then be returned and all trenches will he restored and monitored for settling. A 
4' wide unistrut stand will be installed near the existing power line on which a rectifier and power meter will reside. Said 
easement area contains 0.12 acres. Cathodic protectior~ is mandated by the Montana D.O.T. and is essential for public 
safety. 

Location: NW%NE'/?, Sec. 16, T32N. R17E 

o f  t h e  s c o p i n g  and ongo ing  i n v o i v e m e n ~  t o r  t h s  

p r o j e c t .  

County: Hill County, Montana 

i 
I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT i 

Energy f o r  a  i l t i . l i t i e s  r igh t -o f -way  easement  a c r o s s  

s t a t e  lafid. Nor thwes te rn  Energy h a s  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  

s t a t e ' s  s u r f a c e  l e s s e e s ,  Mark & V i c k i  Smerker t o  

n o t i f y  them o f  t h e  p ropose  p r o j e c t  and t o  s e t t l e  t h e  

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVILUALS CCNTACTED: P r o v i d e  a  b r i e f  ch rono logy  

The Monta:ia Department o f  N a t u r a l  Resources  and 

Conservation has  Seen  p e t i r i o n e d  by Nor thwes te rn  

OTEEF GCVEilNMEIJTAIJ 4CE:JTIES WIT13 SURISCICTIGM, 

LIST O F  ?EP.MI?'S IJEEDED: 

I 
underground c a t h o d i c  p r a t e c t l o n  l i n e .  Nor thWestern  

Znergy ' s  s t a t e m e n t  of  necessity s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  s i t e  

was s e l e c t e d  because  of  AC power a v a i i a k ) l l i t y  and t h a t  

I damages t h a t  a r e  e x p e c t e a  wl th  t h e  c o n s t r u c t - o n  of  an  I 

t h e  c u r r e n t  s ecE lan  at n a t u r a l  g a s  p l p e l l n e  needs  more 

c o r r o s i o n  p r o t e c t i o n .  C a t h o d i c  P r o t e c t i o n  ;s mandated 

by  t h e  Montana D . O . T .  and i s  essential f o r  p u u l l c  

s a f e t y .  

The Montana DMRC rs t h e  o n l y  qnve rnmen ta l  agency t h a t  

h a s  ? u r i s d i c t i o n  ;or t h i s  t ype  of p r o ; e c t  o c c u r r x n g  on 

s t a t e  l a n d .  Thls p r o j e c t  wi1.i t a k e  p l a c e  on  S t a t e  

School  T r u s t  Larid, which :s adm;nister,?d b y  t h e  T r u s t  

Land Management 31-vision of t h e  Montana DNRC. 

Nor thWestern  Znerqy i n s t a l l i n g  t h e  Bowes-Havre 6" 

underground c a t h o d i c  y r o t e c t l o n  l i n e  t o  p r o - ~ l d e  

c o r r c s l o : i  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a l n s t  an  e x l s t i n q  na t~1r ; l i  7as  

p ;pe i lne  t h a t  r u n s  a l o n g  rile n o r t h  h a l f  of  t h l r  

s e c t l c n .  Ca thod ic  Protect:on 1s mandated by t n e  

Mcntana 3epar tmen t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 1 s  e s s e n t i d j  

i / t o r  p:,bLlc s a f e t y .  I 
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Actlon Alternatrve: Gran t  Ncr thWestern  Eneicjy a  

c t l l ; i i r s  r igh t - c f -way  easement  a c r o s s  s t a t e  l a n d  t ~ r  

r.k-.e c d r l s t r u c t i o n  and ma ln tenance  of  a n  u n d e r q r c i ~ n d  

c a r h o d l c  p r o t e c t l o n  l i n e .  M i t i g a t i o n  m e a s c r e s  w l l i  be 

~ i s z d  to l imrr.  t h e  impac i  t o  t h e  n a t l v e  rangel-and 

r e s o u r c e  on t h l s  t r a c t  of  s t a t ?  l a n d .  

N o  Action Alternative: Deny NorthWestern  Enerqy a  

c t i l ~ t i e s  r ight-of-way easement  a c r o s s  s t a t e  l a n d  f o r  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and ma ln tenance  of  an underground 

c a t h o a i c  p r o t e c t l o n  11ne. 

- -- 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

RESObTCE 

1 p r e s e n t ?  Are  t h e r e  u n u s u a l  g e o l o g l c  f e a t u r e s ?  

/ Hre t h e r e  s p e c i a l  r e c l a m a t i o n  considerations? 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

4,  GEOLOGY AND STLEILLTy A N D  MOISTgRE: 

Are f r a g i l e ,  cornwact ib le  o r  unsizakle s o i l s  
underground c a t h o d i c  p r o t e c t z o n  l i n e .  The a r e a  o f  

d i s t u r b a n c e  w i l l  be  sma l l  i n  scope  and  r e c l a i m e d  , ~ r . d e r  

b y  t h e  t e rms  an2  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  i s s u i n g  t h e  r ight-o ' -u-  ! 
Action Alternative: The s o i l s  on t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  

l a n d  w i l l  be  d i s t a r b o d  witl i  t h e  cons t r ! ; c t ion  o f  an  

I 1 easemen t .  The p roponen t  s h a l l  s t o c k p i l e  t h e  tapso;: i 
I I i lps lope from t h e  p i p e l m e  t r e n c h .  The s u b s o i l  and 

! 

! 
excessive d i r t  w i l l  be  s t o c k - p i l e d  down s l o p e  f rom t h e  I 

p r o 3 e c t  and used first t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  t r e n c h .  T h e  I 
proponen: s h a l l  l e a v e  t h e  p i p e l i n e  r o u t e  w i t h  

e x c e s s i v e  t o p s o i l  t o  accoun t  f o r  s e t t l i n g  o v e r  t i m e .  

There  a r e  no s p e c i a l  g e o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  

of  t h e  proposed d i s t u r b a n c e .  The re  a r e  no s p e c i a l  

r e c l a m a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h l s  p r o l e c t  o t h e r  t h a n  

s a l v a g i n g  t h e  t o p s o i l .  

No Action Alternative: The s o l i s  on t h i s  t r a c t  o f  

s t a t e  g r a z i n g  Land w i l l  not be disturbed. The Montana 

DNRC w i l l  n o t  l s s u e  NnrthIVestern Erlerqji a  ~ ~ t i i l t i e s  

rzqht-of-way easement a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  

NorthWestern Energy w i l l  have ?o f l n d  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

l o c a t l o n  t o  i n s t a l l  t h e  unce rq round  c a t h o d i c  

p r o t e c t i o n  l i n e  f o r  t h e l r  n a t u r a l  g a s  p i ~ t l l n e .  
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11. IMPACTS ON TYE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 
5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTTTY A N 2  O I S T R I Y U X O N :  Ar? 

important sur'dce or groundwater resources 

present? Is there potential for violation of 

ambient water quzllty standards, drlnklng water 

masimum contaminant levels, or degradation of 

water quality? 

Actlon Alternative: T t l s  const:.actri?li of an underground 

cathodic protecrlcn J.i!le will have no Lmpacts on the 

water quality, quantity, and discribuc~on in this 

area. The cathodic line wlll be buried In a trench 

over an eslzting natural gas steel pipeline to provide 

;orroslt;n ~rotectlon. The cathodic protection llne 

will not have the potential to violate any arrhient 

dater qual~ity standards or contaminate drinklng water 

:E this area. Cathodic protection is mandated by the 

i i . O . ' T .  and L S  essential for public safety. 

No Action Alternative : The water quality, quantllty, 

and distribution wlil not be impacted on t-his tract of 

scate land. The Montana DNRC wlll not issue 

NorthWestern Energy a utllltles right-of-wa>{ easenirnt 

across this tract of state land. NorthWesrerc Znergy 

will have to f ~ n d  an alternative locatlon to install 

the underground cathodic protrctlon L ~ n e  for their 

natural gas prpeli~~e. 

I 
1 6. AIR QUALITY: Nili poiiutants or parzlcuiate be 

produced? Is the project lnfllienced by air 

quality regulations or zones (Class I airshed;? 

. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: Will 

vegetative communities be permanently altered? 

Are any rare plants or cover types present? 

Action Alternative: No pollutantj or particulates will 

be produced with the burlal of a cathodic protection 

line on this tract of state land. The project is not 

influenced by a;r quality requlat~3ns or zones. 

No Action Alternative: The alr quallty will not be 

impacted on thls tract of sta:e land. 'The Montana DNRC 

~dil! not issue Northwestern Energy a utiilcles right- 

df-way easement across this tract of staze lana 

NcrthWestern Energy wlll have to find an alternat~ve 

locatlon to install the underground cathodic 

protect-on 1;ne for tnelr natural gas plpeilne. 

Actzon Alternative: The area of disturbance 1 s  Located 

on narlve rangeland. The lessee will be abic to 

contlnoe to graze livestock on this tract 9: state 

1.ar.d as he has in the p a s t  with the installdr7.0n of a 

cathodic protection Llne. Installing an underqr:)u~ld 

cathodic protection llne will have no long-rerm 

impacts on thls tract of state grazlny land 

No Actlon Alternative: 'Eli? nat;oe grazlng land wlll 

not be impacted on thls t:rac~ of state land. The 

Yontana DNRC w ~ l l  nor issce Nort:hMestern Energy a 

utilities rlght-of-day easement acr?ss thls tract c f  

state land. NortnWesserr, Enerqj. .dl11 h a v ~  to find an 

alternat~ve locatlcr. so install. the undergrouna 

cathodic protecclon llile for t h e ~ r  nasural gas 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 
I 

8. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS: 

Is there substantlal use of the area by important 

wildlife, birns or flsh? 

9. UNIO'JE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Are any federally 

listed threatened or endangered species or 

identified habitat present? Any wetlands? 

Sensitive Species or Specxes of special concern? 

Action Alternative: Wildlife hdbltat w:il not he 

significantly impacted with this type of project. 

/ Construction and maintenance activities will lncrease 
/ traffic into the area, but no wlldlife species will be 
1 permanently displaced. Once the prolect is completed, 
wildlife in this area will return to normal everyday 

8 activities. 

No Action Alternative: The terrestrial and avian life 

and their associated habitats will not be impacted on 

thrs tract of state land. The Montana DNRC will not 

issue Northwestern Energy a utilities right-of-way 

easement across this tract of state land. Northwestern 

Energy wlil have to tlnd an alternative location to 

1nstalL the underground cathodlc protection line for 

their natural gas pipeline. 

Action Alternative: Threatened and endangered species 

will be able to migrate through this area. The area of 

impact contains no known unique, endangered, fragile 

or limited environmental resources. The proposed 

project area contains no wetlands. Sensitive species 

and species of special concern that may be located in 

this area wiil not be impacted with the construction 

of an underground cathodic protection line in this 

area. 

No Action Alternative: The unique, endangered, 

fragile, and or iimired environmentai resources wlll 

not be negatively impacted on this tract of state 

land. Listed, threatened, and endangered wlldlife 

species and their habitat will remaln the same in thls 

area. The Montana 3NRC wli1 not issue Northwestern 

Energy a utilities right-of-way easement across thls 

tract of state land. Northwestern Energy will have to 

find an alternative locatlon to install the 

underground cathodlc protection line for their natural 

Gas ~:cel:ne. 
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I 

I II. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
I 

LO. HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: Are any 

historical, archaeological or paleontologicai 

1 resources present? 

-~ --- - 

Action Alternative: Patric~ Rennze, Montana 3NRC 

Archaeoioqlst and Dan Dobler, Havre Unlt Manager 

discussed this project and found that no cultural 1 
resources were identified in the area of the proposed 

disturbance. The area of disturbance is small ln scope 

and was previously disturbed for the ~nsrallatlon of 1 

I 
rhe natural gas plpeline and water line. No culturai 1 
resources or surface features were obser-~ed during 

past scheduled field appraisals that have been 

conducted on thls tract. DNRC archaeologist, Patrlck 

No Action Alternative: There are no known historical 

or cultural resources present 111 the area of the 
i 

I 

proposed disturbance on this tract of state land. The 

Montana DNRC will continue to comply with the State of 

Rennle does not have any cuitsral resource concerns 1 
with this pro] ecr . 

Montana's, Antiquity Act, to make sure all 

archaeological and cultural resources are docurcented 

and recorded with the National Reglster of Historic 

Places. The Montana DNRC will not lssue Northwestern 

Energy a utilities right-of-way easement across this 1 

tract of state land. Northwestern Energy will have to 

find an alternative location to install the 

underground cathodic protection llne for cheir natural 

I I gas pipeline. I 
1 11. AESTHETICS: Is the project on a pronrnent I Action Alternative: The aesthetrcs found on this tiacr / 

topographic feature? Will it be vlslble from 

populated or scenic areas? Will there be 

excessive noise or light? 

of state iand will not be lmpacted with the 

lnstallarion of an underground cathodic protectlon 

line. Tho cathodic protectlon llne will not be visible 

to the public. The installation of this line will 

create some excessive noise during the initla1 phases 

of construction. However, once the cathodic line 1s 

~nstall.ed, norse levels will return to normal in thls 
I 

i 1 area. 1 
No Action Alternative: The desthetlcs found on this 

tract of the state land will remaln the same. The 

proponent may wish to install the line somewhere else 

and the State of Montana's School Trust Fund would 

loose out on additional revenue from the riqht-of-way 

easement. The Montana DNRC will not lssue Northwestern 

Energy a utilizies rlght-of-way easemenr across chls 

tract of state iand. Northwestern Energy will have to 

Find an alcernatlve locatlon to ~nstall the 

underqround cathodic protectron llne for thelr narurai / 
I 1 gas plpel~ne. 
I 
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1 that are L~inited :ii tne i3r-7d? Are there other 
I 

I activltles nearh:! iliat will affect the project? 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 1 
2 

the cathodic prctectlon .Ilne. LivestocL. will not loose ' 

available forage en ttbs tract, since the lessee rids ~ 
cilready mazed this tract ~f state Land thls year. 

Livestock wlll not graze rhis tract of state land 

1". DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ?.ESOURCEZ OF LAND, XP.:ER, , AIR OR ENERGY: Will the prolect lise resources 

urit;l next year. This project wlil :riot use resources ' 
-,.at are limited ;n this area. 

Action Alternative: TnlS pro:PCt wlll demand the I 
environmental resource of Land for the Installation of 1 

No Action Alternative: The Montana DNRC will continue 

t3 rnoni~or each tract of state grazing land every ten 

voars to determine management practices. The Montana 

CNRC does not expect any other demands on the 

environmental rescurces that are known to exist in 

this area. The MDntdna DNRC will not issue 

Northwestern Energy a u~llities right-of-way easement 1 
I 

I 1 across thls tract of state Land. Northwestern Energy I 

13. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCLJMENTS PERTINENT TO THE 

AREA: Are there o ~ h e r  studies, plans or projects 

wlll have to find an alternative location to ~nstall 

the underground cathodic protection line for their 

natural gas pipeline. 

Action Alternative: The Havre Unlt Cffice will perform 

a field evaluation on thls tract of state land every 

1 oil this tract? I cen years to determine grazinj management practices. 1 
The Montana DNRC does not have any other studies, 

plans, or projects on this tract of state land at this i 

No Action Alternative: The project will not impact 

other studies, plans, or projects thac the DNRC nzs on 

this tract of state land. The Monrana DNFC wlll not 

rssue NorthWester!l Energy a utilities rlghr-of-way 

easement across this tract of stare land. NorthWescorn 

Energy will have Co find an alternative loczrlon Lo 

Install the underqround cathooic protection line tor 

I rheir natural gas pipellne. 
I 
i 
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14. HUMAN HEALTfi AND SAFETY: Will this project add tc; 

health and safety risks in the drea? 

IZI. IMPACTS C t i  T3E HUMAN :IOPIIL,ATION 

Action Alternative: Northwestern Energy, its 

subcontractors, and/or their empluyees understand the 

risks associated with the constructLon of an 

underground cathodic protection line. These people 

2ESOIJRCE 

assume these risks as occupational hazards 

POTENT1P.L IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASIJP~ES 

Constructing C? carhodic protecrion line azross the 

cat:-dral gas pipeline will decrease the overal~l human 
- 1 -  :.cnlth and safety risks found in this area. 

No Action Alternative: This project will not impact 

the heaith and human safety risks of the people who 

live and work in this area. The Montana DMXC wrll nor 

~ssue NorthWestern Energy a utiiities right-of-way 

easement acrsss this tract of state land. Northwestern 

2nergy will have to find an alzernative location to 

install the underground cathodic protection Line for 

1 tneir natural gas plpellne. 
15. INDiJSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGR1CULTSTiW.L ACTIVITIES 

AND PRODUCTION: Will the projec? add to or alter 

these activities? 

Action Alternative: Thzs project will not decrease rhe 

~verall long-term productivity of the state grazing 

Land. The industrial and aarscuitural activities wrll 

not be altered with this type of project. The 

industr~al activity on this tract of state land may be 

in jeopardy, if the Montana DNRC denies the 

installation of an underground cathodlc protection 

line on this tract of state land. 

No Action Alternative: The pro?ect will not have an 

:hpact on the industrial ~r agricultural activities 

that occur on this tracr of state land. The Montana 

3NRC wlll not issue Northwestern Energy a utilities 

) rlght-of-way easement across this tracT of state land. 
Northwestern Erlergy will have to find an alterndtive 

location co -.ns?all the nrideiground catnodic 

protection 11ne for their natural gas pipelrn~?. 
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1 6 .  CUANTITY AND DISTI?IBUTIGN OF EMPLOYI4ENT: R i l l  

t h e  p r o j e c t  c r e a r e ,  =.ow o r  e l l n l n a t e  ~ c h s ?  I: 

s o ,  estlrna;ed number.  

Action Alternative: The p r o 2 e c t  w i l i  n o t  c r e a t e ,  no,Je, 

; r  el1:n:nate jobs i j l t h i n  t h e  s u r r o c n d l ! l j  a r e a .  The 

q u a n t l c y  and d i s t r l b u t l o n  o f  employinenr w;:I no;- i ~ e  

I ~ s r u r b e d .  The i n s t a l l a t i o n  of an  unde rq round  c a t h o d i c  i 
I 
I 

/ o r o t e c r l o n  l i n e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  c o r r o s i o n  p r o t r c r l o r i  f o r  
I - i 

1 

i i  he e s l s t l n g  s t e e i  n a t u r a l  gas  pipeline. 

I 
No Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w l l l  n o t  impac t  t h e  

q u a n t j ~ r y  and d l s t r l b u t i o n  of employment i n  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The Montana DNRC w l l l  n o t  l s s u e  

Nor thwes te rn  Energy a  ~ ~ t i l ~ t i e s  r ighc-of-way easement  

a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  Nor thwes te rn  Energy 

w i l l  have t o  f i n d  an  a i ~ e r n a r ~ v e  i o c a t i o n  t o  i c s t a l l  1 
t h e  underground c a t h o d i c  p r o t e c t L o n  l i n e  f o r  t h e i r  1 

I 

p r o j e c t  

i n a t u r a l  gas  pipeline. 

No Action Alternative: The p r o l e c t  w i l l  have  no lmpact 

on t h e  l o c a l  and s r a t e  t a x  b a s e .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  

c r e a t e  t a x  revenue l n  H i l i  County .  The Montana DNRC 

1 7 .  LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE ANG TAX 

REVENUES: W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  c r e a t e  o r  e l i m i n a z e  

t a x  r e v e n u e ?  

w l l l  n o t  i s s u e  Nor thwes te rn  Energy a  u t i l i t i e s  r i g h t -  

of-way easement  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s c a r e  l a n d .  

Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  wlll n o t  c r e a t e  

a d d i t i o n a l  t a x  r -venues  :n H i l l  County .  The l o c a l  and 

s t a t e  t a x  b a s e  w i l l  n o t  change a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h : s  

1 8 .  DEMAND FCR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: W i l l  s u b s t a n r l a l  

t r a f f i c  be  added  t o  e x l s t i n g  r o a d s ?  W i l l  o t h e r  

s e r v i c e s  i f i r e  p r o t e c t l o n ,  p o l i c e ,  s c h o o l s ,  e t c ;  

be  needed?  

Actlon Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w i l l  add s u b s t a n t l a l  

E r a f f i c  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r o a d s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of t h e  c a t h o d i c  p r o t e c t l o n  l l n e .  The re  ~111 be  no 

demand f o r  governmect s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  i n s t a i i a t r o n  

of  an  underground c a t h o d l c  p r o t e c t i o n  l l n e  on t h i s  

t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  

No Action Alternative: T i l l s  t ype  o f  p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  

c r e a t e  a demand f o r  government s e r T i l c e s  s u c h  a s  f l r e  

p r o t e c t l o n ,  p o l i c e ,  O L  s choo1s .  The Montana DNRC will 

n o t  i s s u e  Nor thwes te rn  Energy d u t i l ~ t l e s  r i c~h t -o f -way  

easement  a c r o s s  this t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  IJorrhi ies tern  

Energy w i l l  have t o  f i n d  an  alternative i o c a t i o n  t o  

l n s t a i l  t h e  rlnderground c a r h o d l c  p r o r e c t _ r , n  l l n e  far 

t h e i r  n a t i ~ r a l  gas  p l p e l l n e  
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19. LOCALL',' ADOPTF3 ENVTRONMENTAL PLALI: AND GOALS: 

Are there Staye, County, City, USFS, ELM, Tribal, 

etc. zoning or nanagernent plans in effect? 

A c t l o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  Thsre are nc locaily adopted 

environmental plans or goals rhat need to be 

addressed. The Xont~lna DNRC wlii continue to monitor 

:his tract of state land every cen years for 

aanagernent goals and to generate additional revenue 

k r  rhe School Trust Fund of Montana. 

No A c t l o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  There ai-e no locally adopred 

env~r?nmental plans or goals that woLiid restrlct the 

;nsta;latron of an underground cat!iod~.~: pratectlon 

Line. The Montana DNRC wlll not ~ s s u e  Northwestern 

Snergy a utilities right-of-way easement across thls 

cract of state iand. NorthWestern Enerqy wlll have to 
. . 
r ~ n d  an alternative locatlcri to lilstall the 

underground cathodlc prstection llne for their natural 

gas pipeline. 

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALZTY OF RECREATIONAL AND 

WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: Are wi Lderness or 

recreational areas nearby or accessed through this 

tract? Is there recreational potential within the 

tract? 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  This trzct of state land does have 

a perfected legal access provrded by a coucty road. 

Recreational 3cfi.v~tles such as hunting and hllcinq are 

the maln types of dctlvities that occur on thls tract 

~f state iand. These recreational activities wlll 

zsntinue to occur on this tract of state land. Th? 

lnstallatlon of an underground cathodic protection 

1ir.e wlll not impact tliese recreatlnnal activities at 

all. 

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  Pecreatlonai activities like 

hunting and hiking will continue to be the main 

recreational activities  hat occur on this tract of 

state land. The Montana DNRC will not Issue 

NorthWestern ERerrjy a utilities right-of-way easemenr 

across  his tract of state land. NorthWesrern Energy 

wili hdve to tlnd an alternative locatro~ to lnstall 

:he ,~r.derground rathodic protection line for t2elr 

nataral gas pipeline. 

21. DENSITY A N D  DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND 

HOUSIPIG: WliL the project add to the popuiat~on 

and require addltlonal housing? 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  Thls project will not inpact the 

lenslty and distribution of populati,>n and housing Ln 

thls area. This area conslsrs prlmarrly of rz~ncn~.ng 

and farmlng comuriitles . 

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The 3ro;ect will not add to stir 

population, nor wlil it rcq~lr- addltzonal housing. 

The Mcintana DNRC w i l i  not li:s:~e Northwestern Energy a 

i~tilltles riqht-of-way ease~nenc across this tract of 

state l a i d .  
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22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: is some dlsrcption 

of native or :raditional lifestyles or 

communltlec pcssible? 

Actlon Alternative: The project will nut aiszurb any 

of the native Qr traditlona.1 lifestyles  hat are found 
- -.. - this area. 'This iarlununlty 1s dependent upon grazlng 
ljnds to ralse 1l:restock and farrnlnc lands to grow 

cereal grains. 'There wlll be no I.mpact tc :he 

aqrlcultural community :n this area with t!~is type of 

pro:ect. 

No Action Alternative: The project will nst impact the 

soclal structures and mores that currently exist in 

this rural area. T h e  Monrana DNRC will not lssue 

Xorthwestern Energy a utlllties right-of-way easement 

across t h ~ s  tract of stare land. Northwestern Energy 

xi11 have to f;nd an alternatly~e locatlor1 to install 

the underground cathodic protect~on line for their 

natxral gas pipeline. 

23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS ANC DIVERSITY: Will the action 

cause a shift in some unique quality of the area? 

24. OTHER RPPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

CIRCUMSTANCES: 

Action Alternative: The installation of an underground 

cathodic protection line wiil not chanqe the cultural 

.:niqueness and/or diversity oi the people or the 

landscape in this area. 

No Action Alternative: The cultural uniqueness and 

diversity of the land and its people will not shlft in 

anyway with this type of project. The state land i.il1.i I 
continue to be used for livestock grazing purposes and 

the production of agricultural commodities. Tho 

Yontana DNRC will not issue Northwestern Energy a 

utilities right-of-way easement across this tract of 

state land. Northwestern Energy will have to find an 

alternative location to install the underground 

cathodic protection line for their natural gas 

pipeline. 

Action Alternative: The state's surface lessees, Mark 

& Vicki Srnerker have signed the notice of settlement 

of damages form and are anticipating damages wlth t:>ls 

:.:ne , L of project. This prolect wlll eventua2l;i henetic 

e.Jezyone lr. chis rural area by providing cc>rroslOll I I 
prococtlzn for the steel natural gas pipeline. There 1 

( are no other appropriate soc1dl and/or economlc I 
clrcumstilnces to discuss within thlrj Environmental 

Assessment Zheckllst. 
! 
I 
I 

I 

No Actlon Alternatrve: The :.I.lontana DNP,C will continue 

co rnonlnor thls tract of natlrre ?razing Land in the 

future. The Montana UMRC ~ ~ 1 1  nor issue NorthWestern 

Energy a iutlll~les riqht-of-way easement dcross thls 

Zracl: of state Lmd. MorthWestern Energy will have to 

::nd an alternatlvr locarion to lastall the 

,mdergr,:~?nd cathodic protectlcn llne for their natural 

gas pipeline. 
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EA Checklist Prepared By: Dan Dobier 

Name 

Havre U n l t  Xanager 

Titie 

1 IV. FINDING 

25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: 

27. Need for Further Environmental Analysis: 

i 1 EIS I ] More Detailed EA [ X No Further Analysis 

EA Checklist Approved By: Clive Roonev 

Name 

Area Manager, Northeastern Land O f f l ~  

Tltie 




