
CHECICLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Project Name: LUL #3211 - Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Inc. 
Buried Natural Gas Pipeline 

I'roposed Implementatior~ Date: October 13, 2004 

Proponent: Klabzrtba Oil & Gas, Inc., C/o Eric Fee, PO Box 40, Havre, MT 59501 - ph. (406) 262-991 1 

0.IECT DEVELOPMENT 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: Prov 

of the scopinq and ongoing as, Inc. to bury a steel pipeline across portions of 

Type and Purpose of Action: Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Inc. has requested permission to bury a sleel natural gas pipeline across 
state land. The purpose of the pipeline is for transporting natural gas from several existing natural gas wells in the 
surrounding area to market. The proposed pipeline would cross approximately 2,100 feet of state agricultural land. 

project 

Location: Pt  NE%, Sec. 6, Twp. 34N, Rge. 15E 

the N E 4  for the purposes of transporting natural gas 

from several existrng natural gas wells in the 

surrounding area. Klabzuba will not if:^ the state's 
.$atface lessee, Hinebauch Farms General Partnership, 

"-- 

regarding this proposal. Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Inc. will 

settle all surface damages within a reasonable time 

perioa follo~rng the completion of the buried natural 

County: Hill County, Montana 

I I gas p~peirne. I 
2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, 

LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and 

Cocservation' s, iiavre Unit Office, Mi12erals Management 

Bureau, and the Montana Board of 911 and Gas are tne 

only governmental agencies that have jurisdiction for 

this type of projecr on School Trust Land. 

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: Action Alternative: Granf Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Iilc. 

perrnrsslon to bury a pipeline for the transportation 

of natural gas across this tract of state land. The 

Montana DNRC wili issue Klabzuba 011 & Gas, inc. a 

land use license for the installation of the steel 

pipeilne across the above referenced portion of state 

land. 

No Action Alternative: Deny Klabzuha 011 & Gas, ?nc. 

permrssion to bury a steel plpeline for the 

( transportation of natural gas across this tract of I 
I state land. Klabzuba 0;: b Gas, inc. will have to find I 
an alternative route for their gathering pipelrne. 
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II. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 

RESOURCE 1 POTENTIAL IMPAZTS 

ki:f f r a g i l e ,  compactib1.e o r  c n s i a h l e  s o i l s  
! prr-sc?!-!t? Are  t h e r e  unusua l  gt?.;logic f e a t u r p s ?  

Are t h e r e  s p e c l a l  rec! arna4cicl:~ c0n.j dera t i r , r !s?  

* - . i%l.&TEP. QLJAZTT-f, QUANTITY A1V3 31STRiBUTICI.J: A r e  

1ml:or:ant s u r f a c e  o r  5-oundwarrr  r e s o u r c e s  
.., i , L e s e n t l  ,- I s  t h e r e  p o t e i i t i a i  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  ot 

arr~bj~ent  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  standa!:ds, d r i n k i n g  wa te?  

maxlmllni c o n t a m i n a n t  l e v e l s ,  o r  d e g r a d a t i b n  of  

w a t ~ e a  q u d i i t y ?  

'.?he s o i l s  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a r e  larlcl a re  s i i t ; ~  Icarns. 

T h l s  r r a c t  of . s t a t e  la;-!d i s  used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  diryland 

a g r i c : : l ' ~ u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  of s m a l l  g r a i : ? ~ .  'The 

topciyraphy d c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c r  - r a t e  !.a:;d conslsizn o f  

ge r i t l y  r o l l i n g  p i a i n s .  There  a r e  no u n u s u a l  g e o l o g i c a l  

t e a t u r e s  p r e s e n r  ix t h e  r ~ u t e  of  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

pipe.;  i n e .  

Action Alternative: Klabzuha O i l  & Gas, I ~ L , .  wil.? 

d l s ? : ~ r b  t h e  s c ~ i i s  or] t h i s  t l a c t  of  s r a t e  l a n d  1,y 

bur).:- nq a  s t e e l  n a t u r a l  g a s  p i p e l i n e .  1v ; i t i ga t ion  

measures  w i l l  be used t o  s t o c k p i l e  t h e  tops011 on t h e  

u p s i o p e  s i d e  of t h e  p i p e l i n e  t r e n c h ,  s o  t h a t  i t  nay be  

u s e d  f n r  r e c l ~ a i m i n g  t h e  s i t e .  The e x c e s s i v e  d i r t  w l l :  

be  s r a c k  p i l e d  01; t h e  do\.~r! s l o p e  s i d t .  of  t h e  p i p e l i n e  

t r e n c h  and  used f i r s t  f o r  f i l l . .  The p r c p c n e n t  w i l l  be  

r e q u i r e d  t o  r e c l a i m  t h e  d i . s t s r b e d  a r e a s ,  once  r h e  

p i p e l m e  p r o j e c t  h a s  been c o m p l e t e d .  The  r e c l a m a t i o n  

pla!; w i l l  t e  p r o v i d e d  i .r l thin t h e  Land Use L i c e n s e  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  i s s u e d  by r t ~ e  Eavre  U i 1 i t  O f f i c e .  

No Action Alternative: The soil : :  on t h c  a g r i c u i z u r a l  

l a n d  will .  n o t  be d i s t u r b e d .  The n a F u r a l  g a s  g a t h e r i n q  

pl;'eLine w i l l  n o t  be b u r i e d  o:: ? -h i s  t r d c t  o: s t a t e  

l a n d .  The IYonEana DNRC w i l l  noT i s s u e  Klabzuba O i i  & 

Gas, Tnc. a  l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e  f o ~  :-his p r o j e c t .  

Action Alternative: The projezl .  w i l l  have a mi!limal 

impact iin s u r f a c e  and gro,i:ldwater r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  Ea ry ing  a  n a t u r a l  g a s  p i p e l i n e  

a c r o s s  t h i s  x r a c i  o f  s , ~ a t e  l a n d  w i l l  rior impact  t h e  

w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  q u a n t i t y ,  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  11: t h i s  

a r e a ;  a s  l b z g  a s  Kiabzuba 011 & Gas,  I n c .  f o l l o w s  t h e  

s t r p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  Montana ONRC h a s  l a i d  o u t  f o r  

t h i s  p r c i e c t .  The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  p r g p o s e d  c a ~ h e r i n o  

p i p e l m e  i s  i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a  t h a t  i s  primar5LLy used f o r  

drylzil!i  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

No Action Alternative: The l l a t u r a i  gas p i p e l i n e  w i l l  

n o t  be b u r i e d  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l~a r id .  T!?P 

w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  q u a n t i t y ,  ar,d d i s t r l h u t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be 

impac ted  in t h i s  a r e a .  The Montana DNRC w i l l  no t  i s s u e  

Kiabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  l i c e r l s z  f o r  t h i s  

p r o j e c t .  
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

C .  AIR QUALITY: W j l l  p o l l u t a ~ i t s  o r  p a v t i c u l a : e  hi. 

produced? I s  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n f l u e n c e d  by a i r  

q u a l i t y  r e g u i a :  i o n s  ox zones  ( C l a s s  1 a2 1-shed) ? 

7 .  VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AWE QUALITY: W i l l  

v e g e t a t i v e  comrr~un i t i e s  b e  permaner.?ly a l t e r e d ?  

Are  any r a r e  p l a n t s  o r  c o v e r  t y p e s  p r e s e n t ?  

Action Alternative: No p o l l i l t a n t s  w i l l  hi: prc~duced  :,y 

r ~ u r y i n g  a  n a t ~ l r a l  g a s  p l p e l ~ ~ i - i e  a c r o e s  t i l i s  :nact  of 

s t a t e  l e n d .  Some d u s t  p a r t i c u i a t e s  :!lay b e  p roduced ,  

th1o;ighout t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  i:jriie i t  t a k e s  t o  

i n s t a l l  t i le  n a t u r a l  g a s  p i p e l i n e .  1iowei:el-, r!?e a i r  

q u a l i t y  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  normal. once  t h e s e  ac : - i~v i t i . e s  

have been comple ted .  

No Action Alternative: The a i r  q u a l i t y  w i l i  not. hi: 

impacteci or. t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  ].and. Klabzuba O i l  & 

Gas, I n c .  w i l l  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a  n a r u r a l  g a s  

p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o t  s t a t e  l a n d .  The Montana 

CNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  Klabzuba O i l  6 Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  

use  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

The s t a t e  l a n d  h a s  bee]: s eeded  t o  a  w i n t e r  wt-.eat c r o p  

f o r  t h e  2005 c r o p  y e a r .  The re  a r e  110 r a r e  p i z n t s  o r  

cove r  t y p e s  a s s o c i a r e d  wich t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l e n d .  

Actlon Alternative: The win-er  wheat  c r o p  i n  t h e  

immediate a r e a  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  w i l l  be  p e r r n a n e ~ i t i y  

a l t e r e d  w i t h  t h i s  t y p e  of p r o j e c t .  However, ii The 

/ proponent  f o l l o w s  t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  n e a s u r e s  o u r l i n e d  i n  

t h e  l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e ,  c h e r e  w i l l  he  a  ~ n i n j ~ m a l  

d i s t n r b a a c e .  Klabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  ~ i i i  be  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e t t i i n g  a i l  s u r f a c e  damages wl thzn  a  

r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  ci 

b a r y i n g  t h e  c a t u r a l  g a s  p i p e i i n e .  T!ie r e c l a m a t i r ~  )-Ian 

w i l l  p r o v l d e  e r o s i o n  p r o t e c t i o n  arid b o t h  n o x i o u s  and 

annua l  weed c o n t r o l  on t h i s  t r a c t  o f  a g r i c u l ~ u r a l  

No Action Alternative: The rz in t e r  whear c r o p  on t h i s  

t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d  w i l l  n o t  be  a l t e r e d .  Klabzuba C j ?  

& Gas, I n c .  w i l l  n o t  have t o  pay camaqes t.0 Hinebauc?~  

Farms General  P a r t n e r s h ~ p  f o r  damaging t h e i r  wln:er 

wheat c r o p  f o r  2 0 0 5 .  The Montana CNRC w i l l  no'c issue 

Klabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  lise 1icrl:se fei th;s 

I p r o j e c t .  
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L L .  IMPACTS ON THE PHYSZCAIJ ENVIRONMENT 

9. VNTQUE,  El;DAIL'GERED, FRAGiI,F,  OR Li!V;ITED 

E!~JVIX3IJ:<ENTAL RESOURCES : Are any  f e d e r a l  3 l7 

l i s t e d  z h r e a r e n e d  o r  endangered  s p e c i e s  o r  

i d e n i f i e e  h a b i t a t  p r e s e n t ?  Any w e t i ~ a n d s ?  

S e n s i t i v e  S p e c i e s  o r  S p e c l e s  o f  s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n ?  

Action Alternative: W i i d l i  f e  1-1;2i?i r a ;  found j~ii t h e  

i rnnes l a t e  d r e ~ i  of d i  s t~ : rba r i ce  ~.:il: not l,e impacted 

b,:I :I .  -he  i l ;stai . i .at ioii  o! a  : :a tura l  q a y  1 : ) i p c l i n ~ .  The 

d~.s.~-r!,ar:ce w i l l  k~e  srr,ail I:; s cope  c r ~ d  t!:e reciarna!;ion 

p i a n  I n  c o n t r o l  e r o s i o n  and a n n u a l  weeds r'n t h e  

d i s t c r h e d  srea w i i i  b e n e f i c i a l  ail t h i s  "i:act of 

a n r l c u l t u r a i  l a n d .  C o n s t r u c t i a n  a c t l v i t l e s  and a n  

I ; 'crease 2 n road  t rave:. may temporar j . i  y d i s p l a c e  some 

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  found i n  t h i s  a r e a .  However, wi1dl ; fe  

s p e c i - s  w i l l  z ~ t .  be  pe rmanen t ly  r e 1  o c a t e a  with t k l i s  

xypc o f  a c t i v i . t y .  W i l d l i f e  species wi.:; r e t u r n  ? o  

norrr!?? everyday a c r i v i x i e s  once t.he p i p e l i n e  p r o j e c t  

1s completed.  

No Action Alternative: The t e r r e s t r i a i  and a v i a n  l i f e  

and t.!.:t~.r a s s o c i a t e d  ' a b i t a t s  \<ill. n o t  he  d ; s tu ihen  on 

tk . i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  i a r : a .  K!.abz.dba bril~l n o t  he 

auc);orized t o  bu ry  a  s t e e l  n a t u r a l  pas  p i p e l i j l e  a c r o s s  

t h i s  t r a r t  of s t a t e  i a n d .  The Montana DNRC w i l l  no; 

i s s u e  i l a b z u b a  O i l  & Gas, J n c .  a l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e  f o r  

Action Alternative: The p roposed  n a t u r a l  gas  p i p e l i n e  
will '.-..- I . ~ ,  - minima; ili'.pact- on t h e  uxlique, e : ~ d a n g e r e d ,  

f r ~ g i l l e ,  and :;.I' t e d  envi  - o n m e n t a l  r e s o u r c e s  p r e s e n t  

i n  t h ; s  a r e a .  Triere a r e  no w e t l ~ a n d s  l o c a r e d  i n  t h e  

a r e a  of d j s i u r b a n c e .  No s e n s i t i v e  s p e c i e s  o r  s p e c i e s  

of  s p e c i a l  conce rn  w i l l  hc t h r e a t e n e d  by t h l s  p r o j e c t .  

L i s t e d ,  threa.ce!;ed, o r  enda:lgered s p e c i e s  w i l l  bt' a b l e  

t o  nil  gr:i te t h r -ugh  t h i s  a r e a  wi~tl: m i ~ ~ i r n a i  i m p a c t .  

There  i s  no c o n f i r n e d  u s e  of t h i s  a r e a  by t h r e a t e n e d  

ai:d r i ~ d a l ~ c j e r r d  s p e c i e s .  iiowever, t h e  p o t e n t i a l .  2f 

o c c a s i c n a l  u s e  does  e x i s t .  

No Action Alternative: The un ique ,  endangered ,  f r a g i l e  

and 'Limited e!lvironmenzal r e s o u r c e s  fo1ir.d on t h i s  

t-rac: of s t a t e  l a n d  w i l l  :lot be  i m p a c t e d .  i i lahzuba 

w i l l  ilot be a u t h c r ~ z e d  t o  bu ry  a s t e e l  p i ) : e , l ne  a c r o s s  

t h i s  t :ract  of s t a t e  l a n d .  The Monta:la DNRC w i l l  n o t  

i s s , , ~ e  Kiabzuba O i l  & Gas, I E C .  a  i a n d  a s p  l i c e n s e  f o r  

t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
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10. HISTORICAL AND 2iIiCIIAEOLOGiC:AL S I T E S  : Are any  Act~on Alternat~ve: The a r e a  o f  t-lie pro]-osed 

h i s t o r i c a l ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  o r  p a l e o n t o l o g i c a l  3 ls t i1rba: lce  i s  i o c a t e d  on a  t r a c t  of  a g r ? c u l t u r a l  :;rid 

r e s o u r c e s  p r e s e n t ?  I t h a r  IS b e i n g  used  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  smzl.. qr*l:.!;. 1 The KOnidnd DdKC has  conduc ted  a  c u l t u r a l  su:-vcy o:! 

I t h e  proposed  route o i  t h e  n a t u r a l  g a s  p l p e l i r , ~ .  lio 

/ cu:Eural o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  were found in t l le  

a r e *  3: t h e  p roposed  r o u t e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a i  g a s  

i 
p l p e l l n r .  I f  b u r l e d  c c l t u r a !  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  discovered 

a t  any t ime  a u r i n g  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  t h e  p i p e l i n e ,  

t h e  p roponen t  w i l l  c e a s e  21-1 a c t i v i t y  and c o n t a c t  t h e  

MT DNRC's, Havre Un i t  Of L l c e .  

No Action Alternative: There a r e  no known h i s t o r i c a l  

and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s c u r c e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  

t h e  proposed p i p e l i n e .  Rlabzuba w i l l  n o t  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  

t o  bu ry  a  s t e e l  pipelil-1.- a c r o s s  r h i s  L l a c t  o f  s t a t e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  The Montana DNKC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  

Klabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  1 i c e n s e  fo:r t h l s  

-- 
11. AESTHETICS: I s  t h e  p r o j e c t  on a  p rominen t  A c t i o r ,  Alternative: The p roposed  n a t u r a l  g a s  p l p e l ~ i l e  

t o p o g r a p h i c  f e a t ~ ; r e ?  W i l l  i t  be  v i s i b l e  f rom i.~i?l no t  be  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e .  The p r o j e c t  i s  l o c a t e d  

p o p u l a t e d  o r  s c e n i c  a r e a s ?  W i l l  t h e r e  b e  1 a p p r o x i n i t e l ? .  15  m i l e s  r i o r t h r e s t  of Haure ,  Monrai~a L:: 

e x c e s s i v e  n o i s e  o r  l i g h t ?  1 H i l l  County .  T h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d  i s  u sed  

/ pz: .mar~ly  a s  d r y l a n d  a g r i c ~ l t u r e  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i c r .  sf 

s m a l l  c e r e a l  grains. Burying a  n a t u r a i  g a s  p i p e l i n e  

w ~ l l  c r e a t e  some e x c e s s i v e  noise d u r i n g  t h e  

: n s t a l l . a t l  oil ] :recess.  Hawever, once  t h e  p i p e l i n e  i s  

L u r ~ e d  1t w i i l  n Q t  c r e a t e  any e x c e s s i v e  n o i s e  o r  l i g h t  

d i s t u r b a n c e s .  The a e s t h e t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of t!le l a n d  w l l i  

r e t u r n  t o  norrnal a f c e r  t h e  7 l p e l ~ n e  t ias been 

i n s t a l i e d .  

No Action Alternative: The a e s t h e t i c  c h a r a c t e r  fon:ld 

on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d  w ~ l l  n c t  hc  i m p a c t e d .  

Klabzuba w i l l  n o t  be  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  b u r y  a n a t u r a l  Gas 

p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  a g l - l c ! i i t u r a l  i a i ld .  

The Montana DNRC w i l l  i:ol l s s u e  l;ldl;zur>t: O i l  1, <;as,  

I n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e  f o r  :!~ls p r o j e c t .  
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: 2 , DEM.PANDS ON EI.JVIP,ONMEKl'irir.I, PESOiii;C'?:S OF I.ilWC, Wh'JZii, 

A I R  OF\ EI.JERGY: IL'i.11 t h e  p r o j e c t  l!se resoL,;.i:es 1 j..!nat a r e  l i m i t e d  2 1-1 ? h e  aj-pa? Arb: t h e r e  otl ie;  

1 act: ivi t i e s  n e a r b y  t h a r  r i i J ~ 1  a: : c r t  t h e  p i - o j e c t ?  

? 3. 0TjiT;R ENVIk513MENTAi DOCrJMEN'TS FEXTINENT 'TO TIiE 

?-.RE&: Are t h e r e  o t h e r  s . ~ u d i e s ,  p l ~ a n s  o r  prL>:ects  

c.n t h i s  ';r;ict? 

Action Alternative: T~LI!,  :.>I-o j ec: w.1 .11 demand t!;e 

,, - .-..sii.uriment;iJ r e so r l r ce  o i  l and  l o r  i h e  i : i s t a l ib t~ j .on  of 

a !-:;!t~iral g a s  p i . p e l i n e .  'T!:e derriand 011 c,riier 

~ ~ r l v i r c n m p n t a j  r e s o u r c e -  such ds el;e::qy, Wal~."L., alnci a i r  

. d . 1 1 1  .. he minj .~!a l . .  Product io i?  agri .cul ' ;ure br i ;~!  c o n t i ~ i u e  

~ o  br t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  a > u t t o r i z e d  s::rfacc l ~ i r i v i r y  o:? 

t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n e  l o c a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  6 ,  

'T>wnship 34.0 Nor th ,  Range 14.0 East.. 

No Action Alternative: There  w i . 1 1  be n o  u d d i t i o n a l  

dcimands o!: 'tine en-w7ironmental r e s o u r c e s  r h a t  a r e  

crurae-t2.y fo :~nd  on t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  i an t l .  The 

Montana DNRC w i i l  n o t  i s s u e  Klabzulsa O i l  6 Gas, I n c .  a  

1;nd use  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
- 

Action Alternative: The Kontana DiiP,C w i l l  c n n t l n u e  t o  

admln:s t e r  t l ie s u r f a c e  a g r i c u i t u r ~ i l  l e a s e  c n  t h i s  

t r a c r  of School  T r u s t  Land. The Montana Z!JRC does  no t  

have a::? o t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  p l a n s ,  o r  p r 3 j c c t s  p i anned  f o r  

t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  There  a r e  c o  o t h e r  

en:..~iconmenta; documents p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h l s  a r e a .  

No Action Alternative: The ?reject w i l l  n o t  i n o a c t  

o t t e r  s t u d i e s ,  p i a n s ,  o r  p r c ] e c t s  t n a t  r F ~ e  DNRC iias 

f o r  ?,;-.is t r ae :  of  s t a t e  :a:nd. Klabzuba ':1;1 nor be 

L - > ~ r h o r i z e d  t o  b,.~::? a  s i x - i n c h  s t e e l  p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  
+ - A _ ;  ,- . r r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  The !.'onta?ia DNRC w i l l  !:or 

i s s u e  Klabzuha C i i  & Gas, Slic. a  l a n d  u s e  i l c e ~ s e  f o r  
.. -..:r. ,, p r o j e c t .  

I 

11;. IMPACTS CN 'I'3E EU?lAN POPULATION I 
11 KESO'JPCE I PSTEKTIAL IMPACTS PND M I X G A T I O N  1.IEAS:W.ES 11 

1 4 .  14CMP.N HE2LTH AND SAFETY: W i l l  t h i s  p r a j e c r  e 

h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  r i s i : s  i n  Lhe a r e a ?  

Action Alternative: KI.abzi;ba O i l  6 Gas ,  I r i c . ,  i :lei:- 

s u b c o n t r a c t o r s ,  and i t s  em:?ioyees u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r i s k s  

a . s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i . o r !  of a n a t u r a l  g a s  

pipeline. The proponent  and  t h e l r  employees  assunie 

t h e s e  r i s k s  a s  o c c i ~ p a t i o n a l  i a z a r d s .  

No Action Alternative: The p r c j e c t  wl1.l n o t  add t o  t h e  

b e a l t l i  and  huiran s a f e t y  r i s k s  fo-urld i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

I<iabzuba - d i l l  inot be  autho::i.zed t o  h i l ry  a  s i~x- i l ?ch  

s t e e l  p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a n u .  The 

Montana DNRC w:;l !not i s s c e  I<labi;iha G i ;  & Gas, i n c .  a  
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A N D  PRO3llC'rIO;J:  W i ! l  t h e  p r o j e c t  add t o  0"81~--1- 

t h e s e  a c t i v j  t i e s ' ?  

1 6 .  QUANTITY AND DISTR1BUT:ON OF EMPLOYI\<ENT: W i l l  t h e  

p r o j e c t  c r e a t e ,  move o r  e i i m l n a t e  j o b s ?  I f  s o ,  

e s ~ i m a t e d  number .  

Action Alternative: The ! ! i ~ l a j i d ' ~ ~ o r i  of i: i l a t u r a l  gi!i 

.;;ir;eline w i l l  add 1-0 tlir- ~ n d u s r r l a l  a c ~ i v i t ) ,  LI' :.!I; r 

t r a c t  of s t a t e  ag r i cu ; i : c ra l  l a n d .  The re  w i l l  be a 

s m a i i  d e c r e a s e  l n  grain p r o d u c t i o n  o f f  t n ~ s  t - a r t  I n  

2005. I:'owever, t h e  l o ~ : g - t e r m  f u t u r e  p r o d u c t i o n  c,: 

s m a l l  g ra i : l s  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  lani l  ;<:I 1 

n o t  be impac'ced w i t i - I  t h l s  t y p e  of  p r o j e c t .  T5' 

r e c l a m a t i o n  p l a n  w ; i l  e n s u r e  t h a r  t h e  t o p s o i l  j ?  

r e p l a c e d  t o  p r o v ~ d e  a good env i ronmen t  f o r  s m a l l  g r a i n  

c r o p s  and t h a t  e r o s i o n  l e v e l s  ~1.11 be  m;.nirnal. 

No Action Alternative: The i n d u s t r i a : ,  comn~nercial, and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  foulid on this t r a c t  of s t a t e  

l a n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  a l t e r e d .  The re  w i l l  he  no a d d i t i o n a l  

r e v e r u e  g e n e r a t e d  t o  t h e  School T r u s r  i n  t h e  form o f  a  

l a n d  use  l i c e n s e .  The Nontana DNRC w l l l  n o t  i s s u e  

FCabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h i n  

p x o j e c r  . 

Action Alternative: Tt.c p i p e l i n e  w i l l  a l l o w  Klabzcba 

Or1 & Gas, I n ? .  t o  t r a n s p o r t  n a t u r a l  Gas f rom e x i s t l n g  

n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l s  I n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The School 

T r u s t  Fund and t h e  S t z t e  of Montana w i l l  b e n e f i t  from 

t h e  i n c r e a s e d  r evenue  b rough t  i n  f rom t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

s a l e  cf c o r d e r c i a 1  n a t u r a l  g a s  arid ].arid u s e  L icense  

f e e s .  

No Action Alternative: The q u a l i t y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

e m ~ i o y m e n t  w i l l  n o t  be impac ted  i r :  t h i s  a r e s .  The 

s ~ ~ ; h c o n t r a c t . o r  d o i n g  t h e  p i p e l i n e  work w i l l  be  cur o f  

an a d d i t i o n a l  j o b .  K labzuba  w i l i  n o t  be  au tkor i ze i ' .  t o  

h.ary a  s i x - i n c h  s t e e l  p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o: 

s t a t e  l a n d .  The Montana 5tJR.C. w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  Klabzuba 

O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c r .  

1 7 .  LCjEAL A N D  STATE TAX BASE: AND TAX REVEIU'UES: W i l l  Action Alternat~ve: The p r o 2 e c t  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  o r  

t h e  p: 'o]ect c r e a t e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t a x  r e v e n u e ?  e l imr r i a t e  t a x  r evenue  11; H~ll. County.  Tlle p r o j e c t  wlll. 

/ have no impac t  on t h e  local .  and s t a t e  t a x  b a s e .  I l  
No Action Alternative: The l o c a l  and s t a t e  t z x  b a s e  

w i l l  iiot be  af feci ;ed .  Tax r evenue  w l l :  zeirmin C:le s a n e  

11-1 i i i ~ l l  Couri?:y r e g a r d l e s s  of r h e  dec1sic .n  n:ade k?. t h e  

Hontana DNRC . 
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I 
1 18. I>E!YIA!ID irfit: GCI'V'ERNMEN'I' SERVICE:;: bl, 1  l ~ i ~ i : c f a n t ;  ;I_ 

:-<:if 1 I Is? zdned !:o ex1 s l r jng r o a d s  :. W i l !  othc.: 

.-c:.r-~:~.?!= ( t i  re p r i i r e c t i o n ,  p o i 1  cc, s i - l lools ,  erc) I 
/ !, P e<jc> <: ,> 

14. LOCALLY AUOPTErl ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GO>.LS: 

AIE the l -e  S t a t e ,  Coiliity, C i t y ,  USFS, BLP4, T r i b a l ,  

e t c .  zi?:;~111~ or. management p l a n s  i n  e fL~( : t ' !  

1'3. j;CCCSS 30 AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AN'! 

S"JILDERI<F::S A::TiVITIES: Are w i l d e r n e s s  0:- 

r ec rea t . : cna i  a r e a s  n e a r b y  o r  a c c e s s e d  throuq!> 

t h i s  t r a r i '  i s  r h e r e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e ' t l a i  

w l t h i n  t . 1 ~  t racl:? 

Action Alternatxve: T l l e ~ e  w i l l  be ai; i : ? c r e a s e  i n  

c r a f f ~ : :  a c r o s s  t.!;e c , : i s t i ng  coun ty  road?. ,  du r i i i g  'the 

i n i ~ i a i  stacjeti  of i n s t a l i i ~ l g  r h o  r i a t . ~ r i ~ l  ~ 1 ~ 3 s  l j ~ p e l i ~ ~ e .  

The p ro jec t .  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  a  de!nanr! f o r  cjcveriimeni 

sei--JL*.~,:;. T l ~ e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  ;ec?l:lrr t h e  !;ervi c e s  o f  

i l r ~ :  p!-orect inn,  p o l i c e ,  o r  schoc>l s .  

No Action Alternative: There  wl! i iic rien~ar.:? f o r  

a ~ ? d r  t is;-ia: government se l -v i ces  i.;i t h i . s  Lrac-4; o i  s t a t e  

lar,n.  3 . e  Montana DNRC w i l l  c ~ n t i n u e  t o  manage Srhcc~: 

T r u s t  l a n d s  t o  g e c e r a t ~ e  revenue f o r  t h e  Trust.  

b e n e f i c i a r i e s ,  w l i i  ;e cr )ns ldei . ing t h e  env i ro i lmen ta l  

f a c t o r s  and p r o t e c t l n c j  t:he fi ;rure i r - come-gene ra t i co  

c a p a c ~ t y  o f  t h e  l a n d .  

Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  i n r e r f e r e  

wi th  any o t h e r  l o c a l l y  adop ted  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p l z n s  o r  

g o a l s  .;fiat r h c  Montana DNRC has  f o l  iLhls t r a c t  of 

s t a l . 5  : i r .d .  No zon ing  p l a n s  w i l l  be  i n  effe:: i ~ r  t h e  

-. n l l i-io:! of  a  n a t u r a l  gas  p i p e l i n e .  

No Act~on Alternative: There  a r e  no o t h e r  known 

l o c a l j y  a d c p t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p l a n s  o r  g o a l s  i o r  t h i s  

t r ac :  of s t a t e  Land, o t h e r  t h a n  r h e  a u t h o r i z e d  

agricultural product lo^? t h a t  i s  l i c e n s e d  f o r  t h i ~ s  

t r a c t  of s t a t e  Land I?? tl;e Montana DNRC. 

Action Alternative: The  proposed n a t u r a l  g a s  pipej.;ne 

i s  l o c a r e d  on a  l e g a l l y  a c c e s s j b l e  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  

l a n d .  The main r e c r e a r i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  o c c Q r  h e r e  

a r e  hun t in?  and h i k i n g .  The p roposed  i l a tu ra ;  g a s  

p i p e l i n e  w i l l  ha'7e a  minimal Impact  on t h e  

r e c r e ~ t i o r ~ a i  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a r  occur  I n  t h i s  a l ? z .  

No Actxon Alternative: The r e c r e a t i o n a i  z c r ~  ' J :  i l c l s  

That occur  on this t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

t:c be h';ntj:ig ar.d hiking. The r e c r e a t i o i i a l  p o t e l i t i a l  

f o r  r h l s  t r d c r  of scai te  l a n d  w i l ~ l  con t i i i ue  t o  remain 

low t c  modera t e .  Kl.abzuba w i i l  ng t  be  z u t n o r l z e d  t o  

bu ry  a s ~ x - i n c h  s t e e l  p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of  

- , t a t ?  l a l id .  The Montana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  Iclabzuba 

I/ 1 ?I? & Gas, i n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  l lcensi ; .  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  11 
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2 1 .  DENSITY AND C;S';2IBI:TJOI'J OF i.(iPULBTlCN AlJD 

IIOUSJNG: W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  add t o  t i le  po]. , l i lai icn 

an6  r e q l ~ i r e  = d d i t i o l ? a l  hour ;~i?q?  

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The p;o:lec! b i l  i n2? a d d  l o  the 

p o p ~ l a t i o n  and r e q u i r e  a d d i : ~ o r , a i  h o u s i ~ - , g .  ;he  d a n s i t y  

and d l s t r i b u t i o l ,  of popu:.ario!-  ar!d 1~1our;i ; i :~ s.ii i l 

c o n t i n u e  t o  remain  t h e  same. 'The p ro j ec t :  w i i l  b e  

completed  i n  one t o  t,#~<, c ~ ~ i y s  a ~ i d  :-he ~ n d ~ j s t r i a i  

a c t i v i t y  on t h i s  t r a c t  a1 sra:e l a n d  w ~ i !  r e t u r n  t o  

no rma l .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The d e n s i t y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  ci 

pop t i l a t i on  and h o u s i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  :ow i n  t h i . s  

! : ~ r a l .  f arrn111g ar,d r a n c h i n g  community.  K l a b z . ~ b a  w i l l  

n o t  be a ~ t h o r i z e d  t o  b u r y  a  s i x - i n c h  s t e e l  ~ ; ~ p e l i : l e  

a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  The Montana U1dk.C w i l l  

iiot I s s u e  Klahzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  u s c  l i c e n s e  

f o r  t k i s  p r o j e c t  

2 2 .  SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: I s  some d i s r u p t i o n  

o f  n a t i v e  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s  o r  

communi t i e s  p o s s i b i e ?  

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  d i s r u p r  any  

n a t i v e  o r  t r a d l t ~ o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s  found  i n  t h i s  aLea .  

The s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and mores w i i l  n o t  be cilanged 

w i t h  :he i n s t a l l a t i c n  of a  n a t c r a l  g a s  pipeline a c r o s s  

t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a l i d .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The n a t i v e  and i z r a d i t i o n a i  

l i f e s t y l e s  w i l l  n o t  ne  d - i s t u r b e d .  The s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  and morec f o r n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

t o  remain t h e  same. ' labzuba w i l l  n o t  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  

b u r y  a  s i x - i n c h  s t e e l  p l p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  

s t a t e  l a n d .  The Montana DNRC w i i l  n o t  i s s u e  Klabzuba 

O l i  h Gas, I n c .  a  l a n d  u s e  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

23. CULTUPAL UFJJOT2ENESS AND DIVERSITY: W i l l  t h e  a c t l o r :  

c a u s f  a s111fc i n  some u n i q u e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e s ?  

' A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The p r o p o s e d  n a t u r a l  g a s  p i p e l i n e  

w i l l  i i i t  c a u s e  a  s h f r  i n  t h e  u n i q u e  qoal;: of :I:x 

a r e a .  The p i p e l i n e  w i l l  b e  b a r i e d  below rt,r s u r f a c e  

and w i l l  p r o v i d e  Rlabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  w l t h  a  

r e i i a b i e  p i p e l i n e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  n a t u r a l  g a s  f l ~ n l  the 

e x i s t i . n g  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l s  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t  ~ l n  t h e  

s u r r o u n c i n q  a r e a .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The c u l t u r a l  ;ini.queness and 

d i v e r s i t y  of t h i s  a r e a  w:jl r ema in  t h e  same.  T h i s  

'Lracr of  s t a t e  l a n d  w i l l  co i iz inue  t o  b e  u s e d  a s  

a g r i c u l t u r a i  la l id  f o r  the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s m a l l  g r a i n s ,  

t h rough  a  s u r f a c e  l e a s e  z s s u e d  b y  t h e  Montana 

DNRC/TLMD/AGI4B. Ylabzuha wi.l l  n o t  be  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  

b u r y  a  s ~ x - i n c l - i  s t e e l  F x p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of 

s t a t e  i a n d .  The Xcntalia IJNP,': w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  I<labzuba 

O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a l a n d  u s e  L i c e n s e  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
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Action Alternative: Thi-  1,: c: r I r.: i . ( r k : r , ( " r i i t i>  

a d d i t ; o n a l  r evenue  :or ?fir, i.l:,:~:.i!l~i I'I\IR::/TI,MI). Jiia!izub;i 

Oi! b Gas, Inc:. w 2 l l  L:c:?t'f1 1 : I  PI:) t!rc i n s : a i l d t i o l i  of 

1 c!;is r.;;taral gas  p i p e i ~ n c  to : . ~ . i ? : ? s ~ o l  C ~ i a t i l r a i  g a s  

frcx s e v e r a l  exi  s t i n y  naiui-di q;::, wc-! j 5 i:-1 the 

s u r r o u ~ n d l n g  a r e a .  T l l e s ~  n ~ j t ! ! r ~ 1 1  g a t  w t l J  !, a c e  
(- - a  - ,- ,- -c-l;i;ly p roduc ing  nai1;ra.i g a l ,  lsut Klabzub,> 01 l 4 

I L a s ,  A!?c. has  no way of t r a n s p o r t l n c j  i t  t o  b e  ,soJn ~ J I I  

I .;ne ope:? x a r ~ c e r .  

No Action Alternative: There  w i l l  he 1-10 a d d i t i o n a l  

revc.:;.~e gener;:t:ed from t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  laind r o  t l ie 

Sci-loci T r u s t  Fund of  Montana. Klabzuha Oii & Gas, i i ~ c .  

1 w i l l  be f o i c e a  ro i j r d  an a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  f o r  t t :e  

n a t u r a l  a a s  qa t -hc r inq  p i p e l i n e .  Klabzuba wil.1 no t  be  

a u t h c : i z e d  t o  bnry a s i x - i n c h  s t e e l  p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  

t h i s  t ~ . a c t  of ?,care i a n a .  The Montana i jNRS w l l i  n o t  

;ss\ie !<I auzuba O i l  6: Gas, I n c .  a  j ~ a ~ i d  u.5e l c e c s e  f o r  

t n i s  p r o j e c t .  There  a r e  no oc!ie:- a p p r o p i l a r i .  s o c i a l  

and:or ecocomic c i r cun . s t ances  to i j ~ ~ u s . 5  w l i h i n  rhi.5 

Lnx- i roimenta i  Assessment Checklist . 

EA C n ? ; . k I  ;sic P r t ] > a r ? d  B y :  Dan Dobler  5 a v r e  U n i t  Manaqer, NELO - 
I; sine T i t l e  
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-- 
IV. FINDING 7 

[ 
I I 

% 6. SIGNIFICANCE OF 130'I 'EKTiAL IIVIPACTS : 

I 

2 7 .  Need f o r  F u r t h e r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Analysis: 1 
i 

I 
] EIS [ 1 :,lore D e t a i l . e d  E A  1 X ] No F u r t h e r  P-nal y s i s  I 

I 
1 

EA Checklist Approved By: - Clive Rooney 
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