
DEPARTMEN'T OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSERVIATIQN 

- NORTHEASTERN LAND OFFICE 

November 19,2004 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Clive Rooney, Area Manager, Northeastern Land Office 
Wanda Walks, Mineral Leasing Section, Helena Office 

FR: Dan Dobler, Havre Unit Manager, Northeastern Land Office %y& 

210 SIXTH AVENUE 
HAVRE, MONTANA 59501-0868 

RE: Seismic Permit No. 1448 
Encore Acquisition I Polaris Explorer USA, lnc. 
Township 34.0 North, Range 12.0 East 
Section 36: W%, SW%SE%, NW%NE% 
Hill County, Montana 

Polaris Explorer USA, lnc. is proposing to conduct a 3-D seismic project across tihe akove referenced Fact 
of state land. Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. has been hired on behalf of Encore operating, t.PI to complete 
tiiis seismic project. This type of project will create low impact energy sources by ~lsing vibroseis' 
equipment. This equipment is used to locate shallow natural gas producing formations. 

The proposed project will cross approximately 1 % miles of state owned grazing and agricultural land. The 
surface impacts will consist mainly from limited vehicular travel across the surface and soil colnpaction 
fioin tht  tires and vibrating platform of the vibroseis equipment. The proponent will be required to contact 
the state's surface lessee(s), Donald R. & Kristine Jo Kline, to inform them of the proposed seismic prqject. 
The proponent will be required to settle all surface damages within a reasonable time period following the 
completion of the proposed seismic project. This prqject will have minor environmental impact on the 
grazing and agricultural acreage associated with the above referenced tract of state land. There will be 
minimal negative impacts to the natural resources found on this tract of state land, if the proponent 
conducts this project during frozen or dry surface conditions and complies with the Departments terms and 
conditions for seismic activity on state land. 

I have attached an Environmental Assessment Checklist for your review. Please review the EA Checklist. 
sign and date it, and return ail executed copy to the Havre Unit Office. Please forward a copy of the EA 
Checklist to Connie Daruk. so that she can submit it  to the Environmental Quality Council. I am 
recommending that the Department issue Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct a 3 - 9  
seismic project across the above referenced tract of state land. Listed below are the stipulations for Seismic 
Permit No. 1448: 

STIPULATIONS 

I .  Permittee shall contact the I-lavre Unit Office. 48 hours prior to commencing any surface 
activities at: PO Box 868, 1-lavre, MT 59501, phone (406) 265-5236. 

2. The permittee shall be responsible for controlling any noxious weeds introduced by 
permittee's activity on state owned lands and shall prevent or eradicate the spread of those 
noxious weeds onto land adjoining the leased premises. 

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER" 
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3. This tract of state land may contain significant archaeological, historical, and'or 
paleontological resources. If any of these resources are located in the direct route of the 
proposed seismic line, the permittee shall cease all activity and contact the Havre Unit Office 
and the Department Archaeologist in Helena immediately. 

4. It is the responsibility of the permittee to make sure that the seismic company that has been 
contracted to do the seismic work under this permit has a valid permit with the county and has 
registered their bond with the Secretary of State's Office. 

5 .  In order to prevent the introduction of noxious weeds on state lands, vehicles and ATV's used 
on this project must be power washed prior to use. 

6 .  Permittee shall contact the state's surface lessee(s), 48 hours prior to any surface activity on 
this tract of state land. 

7 .  Seismic activity wiil occur on dry or frozen ground only. No activity will be allowed during 
muddy conditions. 

8. No vehicle oil changes or petroleum disposal shall occur on this tract of state land. 

9. There will be no off-road traffic other than necessary to accomplish the seismographic goals. 

10. Vehicles will not be allowed to traverse steep slopes greater than 25%, or 
areas with very thin soils that may be rutted and left open to erosion. All receiver lines 
will be placed on steep slopes by hand crews. 

1 1. All gates will be closed, and all fences that are taken down will be repaired as soon as 
possible. Tile Havre Unit Office recommends that the seismic company use existing gates as 
much as possible to limit the impact to the surface on all lands. 

12. All flagging tape will be removed from the roads and fences leading into the site, along 
designated routes, and fence lines indicating where gates are located, once the prqject is 
completed. 

13. There may be woody species present on these tracts of state land. Those species include 
snowberry, woods rose, greasewood. buffaloberry, silver sagebrush, and Russian olive. 
Trucks will avoid these species by going around them. If woody draws are present, these 
areas must be avoided. If the permittee wants to cross a woody draw they must receive 
written permission froin the l-lavre Unit Office on the agreed upon crossing location. 

14. The permittee shall settle all surface damages within a reasonable time period following the 
completion of the proposed seismic project. 

Enclosures: EA ChecklistITopo Map 



CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Project Name: Seismic Permit No. 1448 

I .  PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

Proposed implementation Date: November 24, 2004 

Type and Purpose of Action: Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. is proposing to conduct a 3-D seismic project across state land for 
the exploration of natural gas formations. The project is expected to cross approximately I % miles over a tract of state 
grazing and agricultural land. Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. is conducting this project on behalf of Encore Operating, L.P. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: Provlde a brief chronology 

of the scoping and ongoing involvement for :his 

project . 

Proponent: Encore Acquisition/Polaris Explorer USA, Lnc., C/o Town House Inns, 601 W First St., Havre, MT 59501 

Location: Township 34.0 North, Range 12.0 East, M.P.M. 
Section 36: W%, NW%NE%,SW%SE% 

The Department of Natural Xesources and Conservat~on 

(DNRC) has been peritioned by Encore Acqulsltion / 

Polaris Explorer TJSA, I n c .  to conducc a 3-D seismic 

project across the above referenced tract of srate 

land. Polaris Explorer USR, Znc. has been hired on 

behalf of Encore Operatina, L.P. to conduct this 

seismlc project. The Montana DNRC sent out a scopinq 

letter to state surface lessee(s1, Donald R. & 

County: Hill County, Montana 

Kristine Jo Kline reqardlng this proposed project. The 

scoping Letter identifies the location of the proposed 

seismic project and how damages will he settied with 

Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. 

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, 

LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

The Montana DNRC's, Havre Unit Office, Minerals and 

Xanagement Bureau, and the Montana Board of Oil & Gas 

are the only governmental agencies wi.th ~urrsdiction 

for this type of prolect. Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. 

will need to obta1.n a seismic permit from the Montana 

3NRC, prior to conaucting any seismic activity on this 

tract of state land. The seismic company that has been 

contracted to do the seismlc work under this permit 

must have a valid pernit with tlhe county and have 

registered their bond wlth the Secretary of State's 

Office. 

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  (;ran: Pgidris Explorer USA, Iris. 

permission to conduct a 3-9 seismic project for the 

exploration of natural gas formations across the dnnve 

referenced tract of state land. The Montana DNRC will 

issue ?olaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic perm% to 

conduct a seismic prolect across thls tract of state 

land. 

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The Xontana DNRC will not lssue 

Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic perrnlt to conduct 

a 3-0 seismlc prolect across thls tract of state land. 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

RESOURCE POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

4. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTTJRE: Action Alternative: The soi.Ls will receive a miniirlal 

Are fragile, compactible or unstable soils disturbance with this type of activity. The proposed 

11 ( sultabie for this type of activity, but may experience 

present? Are there unusual geologic features? 

Are there special reclamation considerations? 

some compaction due to the heavy equipmen-, that 1s 

dsed for this type of project. There are no specla1 

reclamation considerations for this project. 

se1sr:lc project will only take piace whlle the ground 

is frozen or dry. No unusual geological features are 
.. ,,_,ent .. ., on this tract of state land. The soils are 

No Action Alternative: The soils that are located on 

this tract of state land will not be aisturbed. The 

PIontana DNRC will not issue Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. 

a seismic permit to conduct a 3-D seismic project 

acrcss tnls tract of state agricultural and yrazlng 

land. 

5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: Are 

important surface or groundwater resources 

present? Is there potential for violation of 

ahlent water quality standards, drinking water 

maxiinurn contam~nant leveis, or degradation of 

warer quallty? 

Action Alternative: The locati~n of the proposed 

seismlc project does not contain any imporcant surface 

and/or groundwater resources. The seismic company is 

prohibited from any seismic activity within 300 feet 

of any springs, water wells, streams, lakes or water 

storage reservoir facil~ties to maintain che ~ntegrity 

of these water resources. This type of activity does 

not have the potentldl to contaminate drinking water 

or deqrade the present water qual~ty found in this 

area. Thls pro-Ject wll; no: vlolate any ambient warer 

yuailty standards wlthln thls area. 

No Action Alternative: The water quality, quantity, 

and dlstributiqn w ~ l l  not be ~mpacted on thls cract of 

srate Land. Water quality standards will not be 

violate*. Drlnking water wlll not be degraded In this 

,ired. The Montana DNRC wlll not lssue Poidrls Exciorer 

? S k ,  Lnc. a se~smlc permlt co conduct a 3-D selsmlc 

prolecr across t h ~ s  tract of stace agrictiirural dnd 

graz1:iq land. 
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1 11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 1 
6. AIR QUALITY: Wlil pollutants or particula~e be 

produced? Is the prolect influenced by air 

quality regulations or zones (Class I airshed)? 

Action Alternative: The proposed seismlc project is 

especeed to have a minlmal lmpacr on the air qua1L:y 

I n  rhe surrounding area. An increase I n  traffic across 

this tract of agricultural and grazzng Land will 

produce some particulates, throughout the entire 

course of the project. However, after the seismic 

company completes the project, traffic will return to 

normal in this area. The seismic company will be 

required to use existing roads and trails for movlng 

equipment from place to place. 

No Action Alternative: The air quality currently found 

on this tract of state land and within rhe surrounding 

area wlll not be impacted. No pollutznts or 

particulates will be produced. The Montana 3NRC wlll 

not lssue Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic permit 

to conduct a 3-0 seismic project across this tract of 

state agricultural and grazing land. 
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I 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 

7 .  VEGETATICW COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: Will. 

vegetative cornUmun;ties be permanently altered7 

Are any rare plants or cover types present? 

- ~p~~ 

The veqecative commiinities founs on the portion s r  

nati~re rzngelana lnclude the following plants: wescern 

wheatgrass (ac;ro,oyro:-! smi thil) , needle-and-thread 
(Stipa comata) , blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis) , 
prairie junegrass (iioeleria pyramidata) , green 
needlegrass (Stipa viriduld; , sedges (Cares spp. 1 ,  

sandberg bluegrass (Pod secunda), cudweed sagewort 

(Artemisia ludoviciaiia) , fringed sagewort (Artemrsia 
frigida) , dense clubmoss (Selagii?elia densd) , silver 
sagebrush (Artemisla cana), and woods rose (Rosa 

woodsil) . 

Action Alternative: The proposed project is expected 

to have a minimal impact on the vegetative cover, 

quantity, and quality of the native rangeland and 

agric~lltural land found on this tract of stace land. 

The agricultural land consists of small strips of 

stubble from this year's spring wheat crop and summer 

fallow. The environmental impacts on the agricultural 

land wlil be very minimal. The vegetzative c~m~unities 

in the immediate area of disturbance will receive 

mlnimal impact. There wili be no vehicular activity, 

other than specified on the plat map on both the 

agricultural and grazlng land. The agric~!ltural 

comrncditles will be minimally impacted with thls type 

of dctivlty, since the spring wheat crop has been 

harvested. Polarls Explorer USA, Tnc. will settle all 

surface damages wsth Dond.:ci R. i, Krlstine Jo Kline 

wlthin a reasonable tlme period following the 

completlon of the seismlc project. The overail 

disturbance to the agr;cul:ural and arazlng land wi.11 

be minimal, slcce the selsmic activity will only be 

allowed to take pjLacn durlny frozen or dry surface 

condirlons. 

No Action Alternative: The veqetative communltles 

foiind r:~rouahoi~t the proposed pro;ect area w i 1 . l  nor he 

altered. No rare plants ,ma c ~ v e r  types exist In r9is 

drea. The Montana DNRC wlli nor issue Poiarls E:;p~orer 

USA, Lnc. a selsmsc perrnlt LO conduct a 3-0 seiSP-i.~ 

prolecr across chls tract of state aqricuiturai dnd 

qrazsnq Land. 
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I I 11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

I 
8. TZFRESTRIAS, F.VIF.IT At!D AQUATIC LIFE AND HAEITATS : 

Is there substantial use of the area by important 

wildlrie, birds or fish'? 

Action Alternative: The area of the proposed aotlv1t.y 

1s dsed by many different types of wildllfe and bird 

species. Wildl~fe may be temporarily dispersed in this 

area, throughout the course of the seismlc project. 

Wildlife and bird species found in this area will no' 

be permanently relocated as a result ~f this activity. 

Cnce the project is completed, wildllfe and bird 

species will return to normal. activities in this area. 

gildlife habitat will not be significantly impacted by 

tne seismic project. 

No Action Alternative: The terrestriai and avian life 
>- A  ,,., +ii ,,,eir habltats assocrated with this tract of state 

- .  l znd  w i ~ ~  not be alterea. The Montana DNRC will not 

_ssue Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic permit to 

ccndact a 3-D seismlc prolect across this tract of 

stare agricultural and grazing land. 

9.UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FEiAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL 

RESOURCES: Are any federally listed threatened 

or endangered species or identified habitat 

present? Any wetlands? Sensitive Species or 

Species of special concern? 

I Action Alternative: The tlmirig of this project will 
take plac? whlle the ground is frozen or dry. This 
. . -  w;;i rnlnirnize the overall disturbance to existing 

Lab~cat types, agricultural commodities, and the 

nat;ve rangeland. Federally llsted, threatened, and 

endangered spec;es will be able to migrate through 

~ n i s  area w i ~ h  rninlmal disturbance. Wrldl~fe and bird 

species may be ternporarlly displaced wlth chis type of 

dctivity. However, these specles wlll nor be 

permanenriy relocated as a result of this type of 

activity. The selsmic company wlll cornpiece thelr work 

Ln one to two days and they will Leave the area 

completely. All wlldlife specles found ln thls area 

will :eiurn to normal everyaay activities, once t h e  

seismlc company flnrshes the prolect and leaves this 

area. There are no wetlands Located wlthln the 

immediate area of the proposed disturbance on thls 

tract of state land. 

No Action Alternative: The unique, endangered, fragi-le 

or iimrced environmental resources found wirnln cne 

imedj.dte area of the proposed project wlil nor be 

~mpacted. The MOntand DNRC will not issue Poldris 

Explorer USA, Inc. a selsmlc permit lo conanct a 3-D 

selsmlc prolect across this tract of stdte 

agrrcult7.iral and grazlnq Lard 
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li. AESTHETICS: Is the project on a prominent 

topographic feature? Will it be visible from 

populated or scenic areas? Will there be 

excessive noise or light? 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

1 No Action Alternative: Unknown or buried historical 
and archaeological resources present on this tract of 

state land will not be disturbed. The Montana DNRC 

will not issue Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic 

permit to conduct a 3-0  seisml~: project across this 

tract of state agricultural and grazing land. 

10. HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: Are any 

historical, archaeological or paleontological 

resources present? 

Action Alternative: The proposed project is located in 

a rural area approximately 7 iniies north of Kremlin, 

Montana. The area that will be disturbed throughout 

the course of this project will be visible to the 

public until next spring, when nati-~e vegetation 

begins new growth and new agricultural comrnoclities are 

Action Alternative: The Montana OMRC has sur'~eved the 

proposed project area for existing cultural resources. 

No historical, archaeological, or paleontologicai 

resources are known to esist in the area of the 

proposed disturbance. The Montana DNRC Archaeologist, 

Patrick Rennie, was contacted for his lnput on 

cultural resources in this area. He has seen no 

evidence that 3-D seisrnlc activities have an ability 

to impact any kind of cultural resource, when done on 

frozen or dry ground. 

seeded on the agricultural land. The prolect wlll 

create some excessive noise throughout the entire 

course of the seismic project. However, the noise 

levels wlll return ro normal once the project is 

completed and the seismlc company pulls out of the 

area. 

No Action Alternative: The desriietic character 

currentiy found on this tract of state land will not 

be altered. The proposed area of disturbance wlil not 

be vis~ble to the public. The Montana DNRC will not 

rssue Polarls Sxplorer USA, Inc. a selsmic permlt to 

conduct a 3-D seismlc prolect across this tract of 

state aurlcultural and grazlng idnd. 
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17 11. IMPACTS ON THE 2HYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

12. DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMEWTfiL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATZR, 

AIR OR ENERGY: Will the project use resources 

that are limited ln the area? Are there other 

activities nearby that will affect the project? 

Action Alternative: The grazing and agricultural 1a:nds 

.dill receive minlmal, short-term lmpacts wlth thls 

type of activ:ty. The project will take place while 

the ground is f-rozen or ary, in order to iimlt the 

impacts gn the native rangeland and the agricultural 

farmland. The project wiii not use resources that are 

limited in the area. 

I No Action Alternative: There will be no demands on the 

environmental resources cf Land, water, air or energy 

that is currently found on this tract of state land. 

The Montana DNRC will not issue Polaris Explorer USA, 

Inc. a seismic permit to ccriduct a 3-D seismic project 

across this tract of state agricultural and grazing 

iand. 

13. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE 

AREA: Are there other studies, plans or prolects 

on this tract? 

Action Alternative: The DNRC wlll conti-nue to monitor 

mineral and surface management activities on state 

lands to assess the impacts of these types of projects 

on the surrounding ecosystem. The Montana DNRC will 

contlnue to administer the licensed activities that 

are currently authorized to rake place on this tract 

of state land. 

No Action Alternative: No further studies, plans, or 

pro2ects will be needed. The Montana DNRC will noc 

lssue Polaris Explorer US>., Inc. a seismlc permlt to 

conduct a 3-D seismic project across thls tract of 

stace agricultaral ana grazlng land. The Montana 

DNRC, Trust Land Management Dlvlslon, Havre Unlt 

Office w l 1 . i  contlnue to rnonicor agricuitural and 

grazlnq management on thls rracrs of state iand, In 

accordance ~11th Xontana State Stature. 



CHECKLIST EA 
Page 8 

health and safety risks in the area? subcontractors, andior their employees understand the 

risks involved with this type of project. They assume 

the risks invoi~ed in seismic project as an 

occupational hazard. The project will not add to the 

human health and safety risks of the people who llve 

and work in this area. 

No Action Alternative: The human health and safety 

risks found in this area will coritinue to remain 

minimal. There wili be human hea1t.h or safety risks 

r_o the seismic company, subcontractors, and/or its 

employees. The Montana DMRC will not issue Polaris 

these activities? the agricultural and grazing activities will not be 

alrered with this type cf project. The native 

rangeland and agricultural land will be impacted with 

this type of activity. The proposed projecc wrll matt 

che native grasses and forbs down, but will not impact 

the long-term, future forage productlvrty of the 

grazlno land. The project vlll have even less of an 

env~ronmental Impact on the aqricultural land, srllce 

there are no crops planted on it at thls time. Silrfacr 

damages will be settled wrth the state's surface 

Lessees wlthin a reasonable time period followinq the 

compler-lon of the proposed seismic pro2ect. 

No Action Alternative: The industrial, commercial, and 

aqrlct~lrural activities will not be altered on this 

tracr nf  state land. ?Jatlve rangeland forage 

procusLion wlll not ne refluced. There will be no soil 

compacrlon on the aqrlcuitiural land from the heavy 

selsmic recordiiny vehicles. The MOntand DWRC will not 

~ s s u e  Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a selsmlc permir to 

conduct d 3 - D  selsmlc prolect across this tract of 

stdte agrlcuicural and grazing Land. 
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estimated number 

16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: Will the 

project create, move or eliminate jobs? If so, 

Tie seismlc project wlll creare shorr-term jobs for 

Polaris Explorer USA, Inc.'s employees, but wlll have 

no Lrnpact on the local quantity and distribution of 

employment. 

Action Alternative: The project wiil nor alter the 

quantity and distribution of employment ir. this area. 

No Action Alternative: The quantlty and distribution 

of employment will not be impacted in the surrounding 

area. The seismic company's employees travel all 

arcund the United States doing seismic prolects and 

they will simply move on to the next jcb. The Montana 

DNRC will not issue Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a 

seismic permit to conduct a 2 - D  seismic project across 

LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: Will 

the project create or eliminate tax revenue? 

11 
Action Alternative: The project will not create or 

eliminate tax revenue in Hill. County. The local and 

state tax bases will remain the same. 

I this tract of state agricultural and grazing land 

No Action Alternative: The local and state tax base 

:<ill not be impacted. Tax revenue in Hill County will 

remain the same. The Montana DNRC will not issue 

Polaris Ezplorer USA, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct 

a 3-D seismic project across this tract of state 

agrlcultural and grazing land. 

18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: Wlll substantial 

traffic be added to existing roads? Will other 

services (fire protection, police, schools, ecc) 

be needed? 

Action Alternative: The pzoject will increase traffic 

on the existing roads, throughout the entire course of 

the project. Traffic wiil rorurn to normal, once the 

seismic company has completed the project. The projecr 

will not require other services such as police, fire 

departments, or schools. No additional government 

services will be needed on this tracc of state land. 

No Action Alternative: There will not be a substantial 

lncrease in traffic on the existing roads in this 

area. There will. be no demand for additional 

qovernment services. The Montana DNP.C will not lssue 

Polaris Zxplorer :JSA, Inc. a seismic permit za conduct- 

a 3-D seismlc project acrass this tract of state 

U agrlcultural and qrazlng land. 
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1 Are there State, County, Clty, USES, ELX, Tribal, 

/ etc. zoning or manageroent plans in effect? 

20. ACCESS T 3  AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND 

WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: Are wiiderness or 

recreational areas nearby or accessed through 

this tract? Ts there recreational potentlal 

within the tracc? 

Actlon Alternative: The goal n f  the Montana DNRClTLMD 

;s to manage the St?tt of Xontana's trust land 

resources to produce rever:ue for the trust I I 
beneficiaries, while considering environmental factors 1 
and protecting the future income-generating capaclty 

:f the land. Exploring for natural gas and oil 

formations on state land has to potential to increase 11 
rhe lncone-generating capacity of the land. If natural 

qas 01: oil formations are found on the state land, 

additional revenue may get he generated for the trust 

beneficiaries, through royalties from the sale of 

naturai gas and/or oil, if a well is drilled and i t  is 11 
capable of commercial production. Natural gas and/or 

oil development proposals will be reviewed through the 

same MEPA process as selsmic projects. 

No Action Alternative: There are no known locally 

adopted environmental plans or goals for this tract of 

state land. The Montana DNRC/TLMD does not have any 

other plans or goals for this tract of state land at 

this point in time. There are no zoning or manaqement 

plans in effect for this area. II 
Action Alternative: The tract of state land identified 

In the proposed project does have recreational 

potentlal. This tract does have legal access for 

recreational activities. Upland aame blrd huntlng, big 

game huntlng, bird watching, and hiking are just some 

of the types of recreational activities that take 

;;ace in this ares. The proposed project wiil not 

alter these activlcies. Recreational activities will 

act be lmpacted wlth this type of project. 

No Action Alternative: The access to a!id quality of 

the wilderness and recreatl~nal activities found in 

ch-s area will contlnue to remain the same. Thls Eract 

of state Land does have leqai access and wlll contlnue 

to he used for recreat~onal purposes by people who 

possess a Montana State Conservation Llcense. 
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DISTRIBUTTON OF POPULA?ION AND 

22. SOCIAL STRUCTrJRES AND MCRES: Is some disruption 

of native or traditional lifestyles or 

communities possible? 

23. CULTURAL UNTQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: Wrli the action 

cause a shlft in some unique quality of the area? 

Action Alternative: The density and distributlon of 

popularion and housiny will not be impacted with thrs 

rype of prolect. The proposed activlty will increase 

traffic on the designated roads into the areas of the 

I prolect. The increase in traffic wi.il only occur 
during the initial stages of rhe selsmic project. The 

proposed project is Located in a rural area 

approximately 7 miles north of Kremlin, Montana. This 

( area is primarily used for livestock grazing purposes 
and the production of dryland agricultural 

:omrnodities. 

No Action Alternative: The density and distributlon of 

population and housiny will not change in thls area. 

The Montana DNRC wlll not issue Polaris Explorer USA, 

Inc. a seismic permit to conduct a 3-D seismic project 

across this tract of state agricultural. and grazing 

land. 

Action Alternative: This project will have a minimal 

impact on the traditional lifestyles found within this 

area. The social structures and mores will not be 

impacted by the proposed seismic activlty, especially 

since these communities are located in rural areas. 

No Action Alternative: The social structures and mores 

will contlnue to stay the same. The native and 

traditional lifestyles found in this area wlll not be 

disrupted. The Montana DNRC will not issue Polaris 

Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct a 3-D 

seism~c prolect across thls tract of state 

agricultural and grazlng land. 

Action Alternative: The proposed actlviry will noc 

cause a shift In any of the unlque qualicles chat are 

found withln the surroundinq area. The seismlc prolect 

'dill not chanae 'he cultural uniqueness and/or che 

drversl~y thac is foilnu on this tract of state 

aarlcultural and grazing Ldnd. 

No Action Alternatrve: The cultural uniqueness and 

diversity of the land and its people will nor be 

shifted Ln any way. The Montana DNRC wlll not issue 

Polarls Explorer USA. Inc. a seismlc permlt to conduct 

a 3-C selsmlc project across this cract of state 

dqricuirural and grazing land. 
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EA Checklist Prepared By: Dan Dobler 

Name 

Action Alternative: Encore Acquisic~oniPolaris 

Explorer USA, Inc. is proposing to conduct a 3-9 

seismlc project across stat? land to explore for 

natural qas and oil withln the differ en^ soiL1 

formatioils. They may find natural qas formations and 

propose to drill an exploratory well to tap into this 

resource. This activity would present another proposed 

project to the Montana DNRC. The Montana DNRC will 

deal with that issue when and if it comes along 

through the same MEPA process as this proposed seismic 

project. 

No Action Alternative: The Montana DNRC will not issue 

Polaris Explorer USA, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct 

a 3-D seismic project across this tract of state 

agricultural and grazing land. There are no other 

appropriate social and/or econornic circumstances to 

discuss within this Environmental Assessment 

Checklist. 

-- Havre Unit Manager 
Tic12 
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IV. FINDING 

25. ALTERNATIVZ SELECTED: 

1 27. Need f o r  F u r t h e r  Env~.ronmenial  Analysis: I 
[ 1 EIS [ 1 More D e t a i l e d  Z A  [ X I No F u r t h e r  A n a l y s i s  

EA C h e c k l i s t  Approved By: CLive Rooney Area Manaqer, N o r t h e a s t e r n  Land Office 

Name Tltle 






