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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
I Project Name: MDT Sand Stockpile L.U.L. 1 Proposed Implementation Date: late November 2004 I 
Proponent: Montana Department of Transportation 

Type and Purpose of Action: Stockpiling of sand for Highway use, parking of loader and placement of a temporary 
building for storage of the loader. 

Location: Sm SW% Section 36 T7S R39E I County: Biq Horn 

I . PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
1. 

2. 

3 .  

feature? Will it be visible from populated or scenic 
areas? Will there be excessive noise or light7 Are 
cumulative impacts likely to occur as a result of this 

12. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS 
CONTACTED: Provide a brief chronology of the scoping 
and ongoing involvement for this project. 

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, LIST OF 
PERMITS NEEDED: 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

Ken Hembree, Montana Department of Transportation 
Jim Stevenson, Montana Department of Transportation 
Larena Adsit, State Lessee 
None 

1. Allow the placement of a sand stockpile and temporary 
storage building. 

2. Disallow sand stockpile and temporary building. 

proposed action? 
DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATER, AIR 
OR ENERGY: Will the project use resources that are 
limited in the area? Are there other activities 
nearby that will affect the project? Are cumulative 
impacts likely to occur as a result of this proposed 
action? 

[ N ] 



I 111. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN 1 

I N ]  13. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL WCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA: 
Are t h e r e  o t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  p l a n s  o r  p r o j e c t s  on t h i s  
t r a c t ?  Are cumulative impacts l i k e l y  t o  occur a s  a  
r e s u l t  of o t h e r  p r i v a t e ,  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  c u r r e n t  
a c t i o n s  w/n t h e  a n a l y s i s  a r e a ,  o r  from f u t u r e  proposed 
s t a t e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  under MEPA review (scoping) o r  
p e r m i t t i n g  review by any s t a t e  agency w/n t h e  a n a l y s i s  
a r e a ?  

POPULATION 

I occur a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  proposed a c t i o n ?  
1 7 .  1 LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: W i l l  t h e  l i N l  

I 16.  

I p r o j e c t  c r e a t e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t a x  revenue? Are 
cumulat ive impacts l i k e l y  t o  occur a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  I 

[Y/N] POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

[ Y ] The p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  
s a n d  u s e d  t o  make w i n t e r  d r i v i n g  s a f e r  f o r  v e h i c l e s  u s i n g  
s t a t e  h i g h w a y s .  

[ N ] 

RESOURCE 
14. 

15. 

a c t i v i t i e s ?  
QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: W i l l  t h e  
p r o j e c t  c r e a t e ,  move o r  e l i m i n a t e  jobs?  I f  s o  
es t imated  number. Are cumulat ive i m ~ a c t s  l i k e l v  t o  

HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: W i l l  t h i s  p r o j e c t  add t o  
h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  r i s k s  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND 
PRODUCTION: W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  add t o  o r  a l t e r  t h e s e  

[ N ]  

18. 

I 

19. 

2 0 .  

proposed a c t i o n ?  
DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: W i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l  
t r a f f i c  be added t o  e x i s t i n g  roads?  W i l l  o t h e r  
s e r v i c e s  ( f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  p o l i c e ,  schools ,  e t c /  be 
needed? Are cumulat ive impacts  l i k e l y  t o  occur a s  a  
r e s u l t  of t h i s  proposed a c t i o n ?  
LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: Are 
t h e r e  S t a t e ,  County, Ci ty ,  USFS, BLM, T r i b a l ,  e t c .  

21. 

[ N  1 

[ N l  

zoning o r  management p lans  i n  e f f e c t ?  
ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND WILDERNESS 
ACTIVITIES: Are wi lderness  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  
nearby o r  accessed through t h i s  t r a c t ?  Is t h e r e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a c t ?  Are 
cumulative impacts l i k e l y  t o  occur a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  

22 .  

1 I 
2 4 .  1 OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES: ( I N 1  

- 

[ Y 1 T r a c t  h a s  a c c e s s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  b u t  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  
w i t h  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  two r o a d s ,  d o e s  
n o t  h a v e  a p p r e c i a b l e  b e n e f i t  f o r  h u n t i n g .  

proposed a c t i o n ?  
DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND HOUSING: 
W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  add t o  t h e  popula t ion  and r e q u i r e  
a d d i t i o n a l  housinq? Are cumulat ive i m ~ a c t s  l i k e l y  t o  

23. 

[ N l  

occur a s  a  r e s u l t - o f  t h i s  proposed a c t i o n ?  
SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: Is some d i s r u p t i o n  of 
n a t i v e  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s  o r  communities 

L N I  

p o s s i b l e ?  
CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: W i l l  t h e  a c t i o n  
cause a  s h i f t  i n  some unique q u a l i t y  of  t h e  a r e a ?  

I s  t h e r e  a  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o t h e r  f u t u r e  u s e s  f o r  
easement a r e a  o t h e r  than f o r  t imber management? Is 
f u t u r e  use hypothe t ica l?  What is t h e  es t imated  re turn  
t o  t h e  t r u s t .  Are cumulat ive impacts  l i k e l y  t o  occur 
a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  proposed a c t i o n ?  

[ N I  

. . 



location of the slte parallels State Highway 314 and is separated from 
the majority of the State Land by the South Fork of Leaf Rock Creek. 
The subject area is relatively flat and the proposed use would not have 
any significant environmental impacts. 

[ 1 More Detailed EA [ X ] No Further Analysis 
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